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Dear Parents, 
 

Merciful God, no one is stranger to you, and no one is ever far 
from your loving kindness. 

In your compassion watch over refugees and asylum seekers, and bring them 
to a place of safety. 

Open our hearts to understand the experience of those who have left their 
homes for a safer place. 

Help us always show your compassion and mercy. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, Who, too, was once a refugee seeking 

safety 
 
Next week, June 19-25 is Refugee Week. We are all very aware of how much of a world 
crisis the refugee and asylum situation is. It is important that we do not ignore this situation 
with our children but address it in a Christian way that is suitable for their stage of 
development. We will send out a separate flyer that could help you with this, at the start of 
next week. 
 
One way that Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) assists refugees in our archdiocese is to offer 
bursaries via the Catholic Education Foundation (CEF). Next Friday, June 24, we will have a 
blue mufti day ($2 coin donation) to show our support for the foundation's valuable cause. 
The foundation also helps support other families in need in our local community and gives 
them the opportunity to access a quality Catholic education for their child. All money raised 
will be donated to the CEF bursary fund which currently provides support to over 1,700 
students. Thank you for your support of this very worthy cause. 

 
 

Over the last few weeks I have been interviewing families 
for next year’s Kindergarten class. It is wonderful to meet so 
many families who are excited about their children starting 
school and who have expressed a great desire for OLQP to 
be their school of choice. By all accounts we are going to 
have a very caring and thoughtful group of young children 
join us in 2017. Many parents have commented on how 
engaging and exciting our Open Day was this year. 

Impressions that have stayed with them are how well-mannered and confident our Year 6 
students are and that this is what they hope for their own children. Our engaging and lively 
teachers made an impact as did the friendliness of all the staff, from the time they were 
greeted at the gates through to enjoying some afternoon tea with our family educator, Anna 
Alessi in our CaCH room. The extra-curricular activities that the families witnessed 
throughout the afternoon were also very popular. If you know of anyone else who is looking 
to enrol their child into school please direct them to our school website where they can find 
our enrolment form or alternatively contact the office for an enrolment pack. 
 
Year 2 Performers 
Last Thursday afternoon Leona Nash & Emma Lenehan took our Year 2 students to Christ 
Church Preschool where they entertained the children with their performance of ‘Eddie the 
Penguin’ as well as some other interactive songs. The pre-schoolers loved the afternoon and 
the interaction between the children was fabulous. Our students represented the school with



pride and Mrs Nash & Miss Lenehan were especially impressed with both the children's 
performances and mature behaviour walking to and from the preschool. The preschool were 
very appreciative of our students and their performance as can be seen in the feedback we 
received. 

“I just wanted to say a BIG thank you for visiting our preschool last week. The children had a 
wonderful time and I had a lot of positive feedback from the staff. It was also great to see 
some of our alumni. Year 2 were so polite and well behaved - great representatives of 
OLQP. They are a testament to the hard work of yourself and your colleagues.” 

 
The annual OLQP Spelling Bee is on its way! Early next term our students will 
be busily buzzing along learning their spelling words and seeking sponsorship 
for their spelling efforts. Girls and boys keep up your reading throughout the 
holidays and the perhaps even play a few word games using a dictionary or 
your spelling and word games apps on your devices.  

 
Staff Development Day - Tuesday’s Staff Development day was a highly productive and 
beneficial day for our staff. Throughout the morning we analysed students’ writing, focusing 
on sentence structure. We then worked on teaching strategies that will help further develop 
the children's sentence structure within their written tasks. Throughout the morning we also 
looked at highly effective teaching strategies to explicitly teach writing to the whole class as 
well as in smaller more directed guided writing groups. 
 
The afternoon saw us analysing students' Maths work, with a focus on place value. Linked to 
this analysis we then went on to plan activities to address the areas in need of development. 
We look forward to seeing the impact our work from this day has on the children’s learning 
as we move into Semester Two. 
 
Reports and Parent/Teacher interviews 

Semester One reports will be sent home next week. If you would like to 
know how to more fully understand your child's report, why not come 
along to a "How do I read my child's report?" workshop. The workshop 
will explain what the reporting scales mean and what they tell you 
about your child. The workshop will be offered twice, prior to reports 
going home. The workshops will take place on Monday June 20 at 
2:15pm and Tuesday June 21 at 6:00pm in the Library. 
 

Parent/Teacher interviews will take place in Week 10. We are using a new online booking 
system. Details on how to book your appointment are in a separate attachment with this 
newsletter. If you experience any difficulty with using the new system please contact your 
child’s teacher or Jed Hayes. Remember, the earlier you make your appointment the greater 
choice of times you have. 
 
Stage 2 Performance and Farewell to Mrs Toshack 
In Week 10, on Thursday afternoon, June 30, we will come together as 
a community to say farewell and thanks to Mrs Toshack. We extend an 
invitation to all our families to join us at this special assembly which will 
also include a performance from our Years 3 and 4 students and choir 
that Mrs Nash has been preparing with the children. This special 
performance and assembly will commence at 2:00pm.We will also be 
celebrating a Thanksgiving Mass at 9.20am in recognition of her 30+ 
years of service to Catholic Education. You are very welcome to join with us in 
acknowledging a very special lady.  
 

 
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This week our Year 6 students sat the 2016 Religious Education Test. This consisted of 50 
multiple choice questions testing their Religious Education knowledge. We are proud of their 
efforts. 
 

Next week, June 19-25 is Refugee Week. During this time we are asked 
to celebrate the positive contributions of refugees to Australian society. 
The theme of, “With courage let us all combine” has been taken from 
the second verse of Advance Australia Fair. 
 
We are asked to celebrate the courage of refugees and those who 
speak out against persecution and injustice. This week is a call for unity 
to welcome refugees and acknowledge the skills and energy refugees 
bring to their new home. 

 
I will leave you with the wisdom of Pope Francis, “Let us hear the cry of the victims and 
those suffering, no family without a home, no child without a childhood. ” 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Ignite (Years 4-6) 
Please join us in the hall on Friday night for our next session from 6pm. Bring $5 for pizza. 
 
Family Mass 
Please join us on Sunday, June 19 at 9am. For all recently Confirmed Candidates and 
their families, a special cake will be shared for morning tea. This is to celebrate with the 
parish community the wonderful sacrament that they have received. 
 
Sam Clear, will be speaking on the topic of “Overcoming Adversity and Improving 
Communication with Your Children” at St Michael’s Primary School Meadowbank. 
Please see attached flyer for more details. 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Music News 
Year 2 Represent OLQP - Year 2 visited and entertained Christ Church Gladesville 
Preschool with the musical, ‘Eddie the Penguin’. Year 2 also sang action songs with the 
preschool children. Everyone had a great afternoon together. 
 
Thank you Ms Lenehan, Mrs Dehlsen and Mrs Leung who also accompanied Year 2, to the 
preschool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Athletics Carnival 
Thankfully the wet weather held off so most of the annual OLQP Athletics Carnival was 
completed as per the schedule. Unfortunately the 200m and relays were washed out but the 
200m has since been completed at Monash Oval. With all field event throw offs and high 
jump almost finalised, the winning house and successful Inner West OLQP participants will 
soon be shared and carnival ribbons handed out. 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 
 
 
Another big thankyou to all the OLQP staff for their continued support, to the 
fabulous Colour House captains - Ava, Chloe, Jack and Michael and of course to the 
wonderful parents who gave up their time to help with the running of the carnival. 
You all had it sorted! 
 
School carnival days are loads of fun and to watch children running, jumping, 
throwing, cheering and having so much fun is invaluable. Involvement in such days 
leaves lasting memories and is what makes my job so much fun! 
 
NSWCPS Cross Country 
Our amazing running superstar, Finn Leary, is competing in the NSW Catholic Primary 
School's Cross Country Championships this Friday. On behalf of OLQP, we wish you all the 
very best in your 2km running challenge at Eastern Creek. Whatever the result you have 
already done us so very proud Finn! 
Rachel Quinn 
PE Teacher 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Limelight Studios Art Classes – Due to a funeral and personal matters the Week 9 
Monday Infants Art Class at lunch time and Thursday morning Art Class will not be held. 
Make-up classes will be held the last week of term. 
Deanne Palmer  
 

UNIFORMS FROM LOWES 
All uniforms are now available from Lowes at Top Ryde. Uniforms are no 
longer available from Lowes Macquarie. 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
As we are now in Winter it is a good opportunity to pick up some second hand uniforms from 
the Uniform Shop. 
 

On Tuesday mornings Maree will be available to assist you if necessary. Anyone may text 
their order if they find this easier or more convenient. 
Maree Obeid (0407 500 351)  
 

On Friday afternoons from 2.30pm Grace is available, and like Maree, you may text your 
order if you find this easier or more convenient. 
Grace Rizzo (0406 012 332)  

 

Dates for Your Attention: June/July  

Term 2 Week 8 Term 2 Week 9 Refugee Week Term 2 Week 10 

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14  
Wednesday 15 RE Test Year 6, ICAS 
2016 Spelling, Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, 
Thursday 16 9.20am Kindergarten Mass - 
Feast of the Sacred Heart, ICAS 2016 
Writing, Prayers on Thursday from 2.30pm 
in the CaCH Room 
Friday 17 Year 1 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm, 
6-8pm Ignite 
Saturday 18 
Sunday 19 9am Family Mass 
 

Monday 20 Reporting Workshop 2.15pm in the 
Library  
Tuesday 21  Reporting Workshop 6pm in the 
Library 
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, 
Thursday 23 Prayers on Thursday from 
2.30pm in the CaCH Room, Reports go home 
Friday 24 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 
Kindergarten 
 

Monday 27 Parent/Teacher interviews 
Tuesday 28 Parent/Teacher interviews 
Wednesday 29 Parent/Teacher interviews, 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall, Coffee and 
Chat in the CaCH Room 2.15pm, 
Thursday 30 9.20am Special Mass for Mrs 
Toshack, You Got Jazz Concert 2pm 
Friday 1 Prayer Assembly SRC  

LAST DAY OF TERM 2 
 
 

SCHOOL RESUMES JULY 18 


