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Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you to those parents, staff and children that completed the ‘Tell Them From Me’ survey 
recently. At first glance the results of the surveys are very positive and will definitely assist the 
panel who will complete our Inquiry and Review process in Week 8. 
 
Congratulations to all the children and their families who last week received the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. It was a beautiful celebration with our wider parish children finishing off with a 
lovely supper in the school library. Thank you to our wonderful staff and Pope Francis children 
and their parents who organised and served on the night. It was a special occasion that 
showcased our inclusive and welcoming community. Thank you all. 
 
The first semester reports for all classes will be sent home on Friday 28th June with interviews 
to take place the following week from Monday 1st July. In the coming weeks parents will 
receive information about using the compass portal to book interview times for their 
child/children. If parents are away for the interview week please contact your child’s teacher to 
organise another suitable time. 
 
A reminder that if any child from Years K-5 will be leaving OLQP at the end of 2019 could 
parents please confirm this in writing to me as soon as possible as this information is vital to 
staffing needs for 2020. 
 
The Term 2 fees are now overdue. Fees can be paid in one lump sum, by Term or paid off 
with regular payments over the year. If parents are facing financial difficulties please make an 
appointment to meet with the Executive Principal to confidentially discuss payment options. 
 
I am sure that driving and parking safely around our school is a priority for all parents. After 
recent positive talks with the council I am expecting a no parking zone to be installed directly 
in front of our double school gate and lines to be marked to assist parents and the wider 
community to park properly on Westminster Road. Parents are reminded to use the KAR gate 
pick up area if they cannot park safely and ensure that their family name cards are clearly 
visible for staff. If parents require a new family name card please contact the school office. 
 
I’m happy to inform parents that I have just received notification from Ryde City Council that 
the DA for the interactive sign on Victoria Road has been approved. I am now waiting on a 
certificate of construction so work can commence as soon as possible. Great news!!!! 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
RE Quiz 
Congratulations to Chiara Franceschini, mother of Mattia in Year 2 and Elisa in 
Kindergarten who was the first parent to email me the correct answer to last newsletter’s 
RE Quiz. The answer was D. Your prize will be sent home to you in the coming days. Will 
you be our next RE Quiz winner? 



This week’s question is 
 

There will be a prize given for the first 
parent and student to email me the 
correct answer. 
 
emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
ATTENTION  YEARS 2-6  ICAS 2019 
Our Lady Queen of Peace will again will be participating in the world-renowned ICAS 
Assessments again this year. 
 
ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills 
in... Digital Technologies, Science, Writing, Spelling, English, and Mathematics. 
 
Each assessment celebrates students’ accomplishments by providing opportunities for 
recognition. Every student will receive a certificate and an online result report. Top 
performers will be eligible for medals and are invited to attend special award 
ceremonies to have their academic excellence publicly recognised. 
 
We encourage you to consider entering your child into ICAS this year. The assessments are 
suitable for students wishing to extend themselves academically and take up the personal 
challenge of competing in an international assessment. Your child will be presented with high-
quality, expert-developed questions, allowing them to apply their learning without the need for 
prior study or revision. 
 
To learn more Click here to visit the ICAS site  
Payment for ICAS is now online! 
The cost is $14.50 per test. To confirm your child’s participation, you will need to make a 
direct payment to UNSW Global. Online payment closes on 31st July 2019. DO NOT SEND 
MONEY TO SCHOOL. 
 
Parents can access this service by clicking the link below. Parents will require a unique 
access code to purchase assessments. 
 
Please nominate the tests your child will complete, fill in a permission slip and return to the 
office before Wednesday 3rd July. 
 
Click here to access the ICAS Assessments Parent Permission  If you have any queries 
about the ICAS assessments please email me. maree.simpson@syd.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Parents/Carers Reading to Children Afternoon 
Please join us this Friday for our reading afternoon from 2:45pm. Bring a blanket to sit on and 
enjoy your special reading time together. 
 
YEAR 4 and 5 BOYS CaSPA PERFORMING ARTS DAY AT HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 
RYDE 

Last Monday Year Four and Five boys who were given the opportunity 
to attend a CaSPA (Catholic Schools Performing Arts) event held at 
Holy Cross College. During this enrichment day, organised by John 
Panuccio, the Inner West CaSPA Education Officer, the boys engaged 
in Dance, Drama and Vocal workshops led by professional tutors with 
an aim of encouraging boys education through the exploration of the 
Performing Arts. They had a great time working with other boys from the 
Inner West region and learning specialised dance routines, vocal pieces 
and engaging in drama activities which were all performed at a 
showcase at the end of the day. All boys proudly represented our school 
through their keen participation and polite engagement with the tutors on 
the day. Thank you to Mrs Boydell and Mrs May for accompanying the 
boys on the day. Great stuff boys! 
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HAVE YOUR SAY TELL THEM FROM ME SURVEY 
Thank you for taking part in the The Partners in Learning parent survey. 
This is part of the Tell Them From Me suite of surveys on student 
engagement. We value your opinion and look forward to using your 
thoughts and opinions as we move forward in our strategic plan. The 
survey is now closed. 
 

 
 
Reconciliation week is a week where the non-indigenous Australians take the time to say 
sorry to the traditional owners of Australia, for the hurtful things they did to their ancestors. It’s 
also a time where we can turn over a new leaf (start again). Reconciliation week is like a door, 
because when you open the door everyone unites together as Australians. The door gives 
everyone a chance to say sorry and move on from the past. The door is always open for 
Australians to come together, as a nation in freedom and equality. Before the door, there was 
a wall. On one side was the non-Indigenous and the other side, the Indigenous Australians. 
But in 2009 Kevin Rudd built a door. A door to equality. 
 
Lucy M Year 5  
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Last Friday I had the privilege to accompany the 
Mission and Liturgy Captains and School 
Captains to the feast day Mass of Mary Help of 
Christians. This was an amazing experience to 
celebrate Mass with all the Catholic Primary 
Schools in the Archdiocese of Sydney. 
 
Last Wednesday many of our Year 3 students 
made their Sacrament of Penance in a truly 
reverent and moving service. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all those who worked 

behind the scenes to prepare the children and those who assisted on 
the night especially with supper, a massive thank you for being so 
generous and giving of your time. There were many comments made by 
parents of candidates who do not attend OLQP, affirming what a welcoming and beautiful 
community we have and how blown away they were by the way our Pope Francis students 
conducted themselves. 
 
A huge thankyou on behalf of Anna Alessi, from St Vinnies Night Patrol, for the extremely 
generous donations given by the OLQP Community last week. From this generous act of 
kindness, we as a true Catholic community are demonstrating two Corporal Acts of Mercy – 
Feed the Hungry and Give drink to the thirsty. 
 
This Thursday 6th June, our Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 children will be celebrating 
their Buddy Mass at 9:20 am focusing on the theme of The Holy Spirit. We would love to 
have you come along and join in the celebration of the Eucharist with us. 
 
Next Wednesday, 12th June, our Year 6 students will be sitting their Religious Education 
Knowledge Test. I know they have spent a lot of time preparing for this so please keep them 
in your prayers. 
 
 
 



I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis. “Let us choose the way of Jesus. 
It is a way that demands effort, but the way that brings peace .” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" -2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Last week's First Reconciliation was absolutely beautiful and such a wonderful celebration of 
our School and Parish communities working together. Thank you to all the staff, Pope Francis 
volunteers and parents who set up the Church, sang at Mass and prepared and served our 
supper afterwards. 
 
This Friday evening 7th June we have our Mother-Daughter Mass at 
6:00pm to celebrate the special relationship between Mothers & 
Daughters. Mass will be followed by supper in the Parish Hall (food for 
supper can be dropped off to the hall prior to the start of Mass). I hope 
many mothers, daughters and grandmothers within our community can join 
us in what promises to be a very memorable evening. 
 
Finally, it is with excitement that I announce our OLQP & SCB combined 
Ladies High Tea on Thursday 27th June at 10:30am. All women of our 
Ryde Gladesville community are invited to a memorable morning with our 
very own Jacqui Wisemantel as guest speaker. Jacqui will share her 
inspirational journey of life, motherhood and faith. Please join us for 
morning tea, laughter and stories. Save the date - Invitations will be sent 
home to all families this week. 
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator   anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
Thank you to the anonymous donor of two black shopping bags full of “as new” books. They 
shall all find appreciative new homes! 
 
Miss Bini    Teacher/Librarian 
 
SPORT NEWS 
The children are continuing with all aspects of Athletics. Our focus has been on shot put, 
discus and high jump. These skills will enable them to challenge themselves and offer children 
the opportunity to represent our school at the Zone Athletics next term. 
 
Unfortunately due to the severe weather this week our Athletics Carnival has been changed to 
Tuesday 11th June. It will be the same time and venue. Looking forward to seeing many parent 
helpers and friends on the day, if your situation of student pick up after the event or 
volunteering changes please send a note to the office. 
 
A great picture of our representatives at the Regional Cross Country last 
Thursday. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

CaSPA! Well, last week the Year 5 students travelled to 
Burwood to participate in their ‘Let’s Sing’ day along with the 
St Charles, Ryde students and about 9 other schools! They 
sang their song, ‘The World’s Greatest’ by R. Kelly on stage, 
in front of all the other teachers and students, and did 
themselves proud!! 
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For many it was their first ‘professional’ performance and I think everybody found it a great 
experience! They were then taken through the different singing parts and choreography for the 
‘CaSPA LIVE’ performance in Darling Harbour by Philippe-Marc Anquetil, James Long, Nancy 
Cincotta and John Panuccio, some extremely experienced composers, musicians and 
performers that CaSPA had provided. 
 
Mrs Camarsh, Mrs May and myself were very proud of them all! We look forward to taking 
them to darling Harbour in week 8 for the ‘CaSPA LIVE’ performance. Details to follow in a 
letter for all the year 5 parents. 
 
Well done year 5! 
Keep singing…….. 
 
Liz Mulcare    (Music/Drama Teacher)   elizabeth.mulcare@syd.catholic.edu.au  
 
P&F NEWS 
Big thank you to Peter Watkins for doing a great job speaking on behalf of OLQP at the Ryde 
City Council meeting last week. He spoke on the motion to install pedestrian lights at the 
Victoria Rd/Westminster Rd intersection. Fingers crossed RMS get on board. We will provide 
an update when more information is received. 
 
Another call out to anyone wanting to be a part of the 2019 Major Fundraiser Committee. 
Please get in contact with myself of Jacqui Wisemantel. 
 
Chris Voysey   P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

Dates for Your Attention: June 
Term 2 Week 6 Term 2 Week 7 Term 2 Week 8 

Monday 3 Year 5 Prayer Assembly 2:45pm. 

Pie & Sausage Roll Day.  
Tuesday 4 Athletics Carnival postponed. 
Wednesday 5 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in the 

Church Hall, SCB First Reconciliation 6:30 pm.  
P&F State of Origin Social @ Sporties 7:30 pm  

Thursday 6  
Friday 7 Mother Daughter Mass 6:00pm-

8:00pm 
Saturday 8  
Sunday 9 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 10 Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
Tuesday 11 Athletics Carnival at HCCR 
Wednesday 12 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in the 

Church Hall. Year 6, RE Test 
Thursday 13 
Friday 14 
Saturday 15  
Sunday 16 Family Mass 9:00am 

Monday 17 Year 6 Prayer Assembly 2:45pm. 

Tuesday 18  
Wednesday 19 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the Church Hall. 
Thursday 20  
Friday 21 Ignite Years 4-6, 6:00pm to 8pm 

OLQP Church Hall 

Saturday 22 
Sunday 23 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am, P & F 

State of Origin at the Sporties 
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