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Dear Parents, 
 
As we are in the midst of our discernment over our new Mission and Vision 
statement for OLQP, I came across this prayer that seemed very apt for our 
community at this point in time. 

 

Know and serve one another persistently (1 Thessalonians 2:7–8; Hebrews 3:12–13) 

Dear Lord, 

Week-in and week-out, we work to know each other more and more deeply — Sharing 

our hearts and lives, 

Praying for one another, asking questions, and bearing each other’s burdens 

We will be persistent learners of one another. 

And with everything we learn — good, bad, or otherwise — 

We will strive to love and serve one another — 

Meeting each other’s needs, encouraging growth and helping one another thrive 

Amen 
 

Our recent Mission and Vision Parent Consultation Soirees were a wonderful success. Even 
though our parent numbers were low the quality of discussions was extremely high. I am so 
very grateful for the parents and staff who came along to these meetings and offered their 
wonderful thoughts and ideas. Each of these gatherings was very positive and valuable 
material was gathered for us to now bring the thoughts of our whole community together. I am 
aware that a number of parents would have liked to have been involved in these consultations 
so if you would like the opportunity to contribute to this process, please check out the News 
Feed item on Compass where you will be able to add to our Vision & Mission Google 
document. 
 

Compass 
Our recent Compass parent workshops were another great success 
over the last fortnight. Congratulations on navigating this new system.  
We hope you are finding it user friendly. Many parents are sharing 
their knowledge of it with one another at pick up and drop off times, 
which is a fabulous way for us all to become confident users of it and 
to learn from one another. If you have any queries about Compass 

please speak with either Maree or I before or after school on the playground or send an email 
with the subject: COMPASS and the school Compass team will be in touch with you. We 
welcome any feedback on the system as well, especially as what you can see on your screens 
is different to what we can see, in many cases. As we mentioned at the Compass workshops 
all reports, newsletters and many other notices will now be sent through Compass, alleviating 
the need for hard copies and avoiding the risk of notes getting lost or buried in the bottom of 
schoolbags. Early next term we would be very interested to hear your feedback on these new 
practices.  
 
A few tips to help with Compass: 

1. Make sure that you have enabled push notifications for this app on your phone or 
devices, so that this way you will not only receive an email notification that there is a 
message but also a notification with an audible ping, just like Skool bag. 
 

2. If you are using the app on your phone it is often more user friendly to select ‘View in 
Browser’. 



The school 

looks so 

welcoming and 

inviting with 

the new grass. 

 

It was absolutely fantastic to 

See Fr Greg turn up to one of 

the Raven’s soccer matches 

after the Year 4 family mass and 

cheer, extremely enthusiastically 

for our players. 

 

The communication between 

the teachers and parents is 

more than we are used to.  We 

are very grateful for this and 

find the feedback given around 

their learning to be very 

constructive. 

 

GOOD NEWS ABOUT – SHOUT IT OUT!  
Look what good news stories have come our way this  
fortnight that we are proud and excited about sharing with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Gifted and Talented Professional Learning 
Last week our teaching staff had the opportunity to attend professional learning around Gifted 
and Talented students, with a particular focus on understanding their social and emotional 
needs. This was highly enlightening for us all.   
Two particular pieces of information that were significant for us, and may be for you also, 
include: 

 Characteristics common to high-ability students often result in sensitive students 
expressing intense and complex feelings in such a way that adults may interpret this 
behaviour as emotional immaturity.  

 High-ability learners may have highly developed cognitions but not yet have the same 
level of self- awareness to identify strong emotions, and the emotional literacy, or 
language skills, to adequately express their 

If you are interested in finding out more, you might be interested in the following resources: 

 Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted (SENG: http://sengifted.org/; 
http://sengifted.org/resources/resource-library/)  

 Piechowski, M.M. (2006). “Mellow Out” They Say, If I Only Could: Intensities and 
Sensitivities of the Young and Bright. Madison, WI: Yunasa Books. 

  Kurcinka, M.S. (1991). Raising Your Spirited Child: A guide for parents whose child is 
more intense, sensitive, perceptive, persistent, and energetic. New York: HarperCollins. 

 
Staff Development Day 
Don’t forget that on Friday 29th June our staff will be involved in a professional 
development day around the teaching of writing. We will be joining our colleagues 
from Villa Maria and St. Charles for this learning experience. If you require childcare 
for the day please contact OOSHC to arrange this.  
 
 

Fr Greg’s Installation Mass  
Come one, Come All! This Sunday 10th June, Archbishop Fisher will officiate, at 
the 10:00am Mass at Saint Charles Borromeo church, the installation of Father 
Greg Morgan as Parish Priest of Saint Charles Borromeo and Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Ryde-Gladesville Catholic Parish. Following the Mass there will be the 
opportunity to meet the Archbishop as well as enjoy brunch and the children will be 
able to engage with activities such as face painting and a bouncy castle. As this 
installation is for the whole parish it would be good if OLQP was well represented. If 
you can make it, we would love to see you there. If you haven’t returned your 
RSVP it’s not too late or if a sudden change of plans occur over the weekend feel 
free to come along even if you haven’t returned you RSVP.  If sporting matches are 
washed, out why not come along for a wonderful community spirited morning?   

 

It is commendable how 

much time you give to 

families. Lovely 

teachers, love the feel 

of the school and the 

principal. 

 

seng:%20http://sengifted.org/;
http://sengifted.org/resources/resource-library/)


REVITALISATION UPDATE 
The landscapers returned last week to finish of the garden area in Oxford St and the KAR gate 
area, however due to the wet weather this week the work remains unfinished. We thank you for 
your patience and the safe use of KAR gate practices using the gate near the pedestrian 
crossing on Oxford St. I am sure the slight inconveniences we are currently facing are going to 
be well worth it.  Thanks also for the safe drop off and pick up practices along Westminster Rd 
while the new turn is becoming established and hardy enough for foot traffic. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 

COMPASS - The hurdles! 
Thank you for your patience with COMPASS. There have been some hiccups but mostly a smooth transition 
to this system. Here are a few of the common problems and tips to avoid them. 
 
Inconsistencies occasionally occur. To minimise inconsistencies: 
Always check the dates you are entering are for the absence date and not the date in which you are entering 
the note - it is very easy to accidentally put the finish date in the current month's calendar as the default 
setting brings up the current month. A single date absence is recorded as starting on that date and finishing 
on that date. System-generated notes to parents for unexplained absences are generated each Monday by 
the office and sent home with your child. 
 
Some hiccups are occurring when: 
The note isn’t returned quickly enough and another note is generated; teachers may have entered the note 
incorrectly (it happens - we are only human) and so the absence remains unexplained and generates 
another note; system notes are generating (for partial absences) that have been entered by the office - this is 
a system glitch that we are trying to resolve. 
 
To minimise any problems/overlaps with these system generated notes you can enter the information 
through the COMPASS site yourselves. 
 
If you think your child was not absent or you’ve already filled out the note, just write it on the note and return 
it. 
 
We appreciate your patience. You are all doing an amazing job with this. Please don't hesitate to ask me if 
you have any problems – It’s never a drama as we are all learning (and I genuinely mean that). 
 
If you are unsure...ask me. 
If you make a mistake, no problem...just ask me. 
 
Dominica Boydell 
Compass Team 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
BUILDING Early Arithmetic SUCCESS 
Addition and Subtraction 

Developing efficient numeracy strategies is crucial as it underpins all 
other aspects of numeracy. If your child develops automaticity with their 
counting and understanding of numbers, they are more likely to transfer 
this information when solving harder problems. It is vital; therefore, that 
your child is very confident with the early skills of numeracy including 
counting and mental strategies to solve addition and subtraction 
problems. At our school we use clinical interviews to assess your child’s 

counting and early arithmetic strategies. This information is used to inform teaching and 
learning. 

 
 
 



SAMPLE CLINICAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

Aspect 1.1-1.2 
Task Instruction and Script 

1.1 Forward number sequence 

Count forwards by 1. Start at 1. Keep going until I tell you to stop. Stop the child at 10. 
(Levels 1-3) What number comes after 8? 

Count forwards by 1. Start at 12. Keep going until I tell you to stop. Stop the child at 30. 
(Level 4) What number comes after 29?  

Count forwards by 1. Start at 87. Keep- going until I tell you to stop. Stop the child at 100. 
(Level 5) What number comes after 79? 

Count forwards by 1. Start at 88. Keep going until I tell you to stop. Stop the child at 121. 
 (Level 6) What number comes after 109?   

 

EARLY ARITHMETIC STRATEGIES 

Start with no counters visible. Gesture to assist the student in imagining the situation. 
Imagine there are 11 counters on the table. If I take 4 counters away, how many will remain on 
the table? 

Start with no counters visible. Gesture to assist the student in imagining the situation. 
Imagine there are 20 counters on the table. If I take 8 counters away, how many will remain on 
the table? 

Start with no counters visible. Gesture to assist the student in imagining the situation. 
Imagine there are 23 counters on the table. If I take 9 counters away, how many will remain on 
the table? 

Start with no counters visible. Show the student an envelope containing 26 counters. 
There are 26 counters in the envelope. If I take 9 counters out of the envelope, how many 
counters will remain in the envelope? 

 
WHAT CAN I DO AT HOME? 

Years K-2  
● Get your child to count everything – the number of plates on the table, how many pegs 

are needed to hang up the washing, the number of apples to buy at the supermarket 
etc. 

● Play games with dice – start with dot die. Count on from the largest or add them 
together 

● Look for numbers in the environment. How many more to make___? 
● Play games with cards such as 21 
● Start asking your child to think about ways to count faster e.g. counting on, counting by 

2s, counting by 5s. Counting by tens on the decade 10, 20, 30, …. off the decade 
11,22,32…….. 

● Ask addition and subtraction questions e.g. Set the table for one person and ask your 
child to put out enough plates for everyone. Ask them how many more were needed. 

● Ask your child to help you work out how many more items are needed when you are 
shopping. "I have six apples here, how many more will I get to make 10?" 

 
Year 3-6 

● Play games with dice and cards. 
● Keep on asking questions to do with your child’s environment. At this stage you can 

also start asking them questions like….. 
  How did you find the answer? 
  What strategy did you use to solve the problem? 
  Is there another way to solve the problem? 

● Shopping in the supermarket is a great place to ask your child questions about 
mathematics, there are numbers everywhere. 

 
If you have any questions regarding helping your child with early numeracy strategies, 
please speak to your class teacher or myself. 
 
Happy counting, 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This week on Friday 8th June the OLQP school community will celebrate the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus with a Mass at 12pm. This Feast of the Sacred Heart falls 
19 days after Pentecost.  
 
The heart is considered as the "centre” and essence of a person. The devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is devotion to Jesus Christ Himself and when we pray to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus we are praying for a part of Jesus that we believe is Divine. 
 

Last Friday I had the privilege to accompany five of our Stage 3 
students to the Year of Youth 2018 “Spreading the Joy” 
Evangelisation Day last Friday at Casimir College, Marrickville with 
other Stage 3 students from school across the Inner West Region. 
We spent some time learning a few new songs and listening to 
amazing tales of Steve Angrisano. We participated in two 
workshops focusing on the conditions and the plight of refugees. 
All OLQP attendees were a credit to our school. 
 
I would like to leave you with an inspirational thought by Pope 
Francis “Love can recognise good things even in bad situations. 
Love keeps a tiny flame alight even in the darkest night.” 
 
Emma Lenehan 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

Children’s Liturgy - Assistant needed. Can you help? 
The Children’s Liturgy team would love your help. Only once per term. No experience is 
necessary. At the beginning of Mass the children are invited to go to the hall with the 

team for 20 minutes. During this special time, the children are led through prayers and 
readings and an activity is completed which they take home to share with their 

family. If you are interested or require more information please email me on 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au. You are most welcome to come join us next Sunday and see 
how it works. 
 
OLQP Playgroup 
For all the families with babies and preschool children, you are all welcome to OLQP 
Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play and music.  
Parents and grandparents are encouraged to come along and meet other young parents 
within the school community to enjoy the program. This is held every Wednesday, during 
school term from 9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Gold coin donation, please bring fruit 
for morning tea to share. 
 
Winter appeal and PJ Day Friday 15th June. 
The Mini Vinnie members would like to hold a ‘Pyjama Day’ as a way of focusing on 
fundraising for the Winter Appeal. Students are invited to wear pyjamas on the day (with 
‘sneakers’ as safe and sensible footwear, and with suitable clothing underneath for practical 
purposes!). Please assist OLQP in the very worthy cause by supporting us with donations of; 
blankets, beanies, gloves, socks and scarves. More details to follow soon……….. 
 

Year 5 Classroom SPaR Wednesday 13th June at 2:15pm. 
All parents and grandparents are invited to come along and join us at our 
prayerful, reflective experience commencing at 2.15pm in the classroom. 
Following this, please join us for a ‘Coffee and Chat' in the library. 

 
Ignite Years 4-6 15th June 
Next Ignite session will be on Friday 15th June. It will be about 'homelessness and people living 
it rough'. A guest speaker will come and talk to the children about her experience when out on 
Night Patrol feeding the less fortunate in the city. Activities on the night will allow us to come up 
with ideas on how to help, with a time for prayer and reflection. Please bring $5, a pillow, 
blanket or a large piece of cardboard. Looking forward to see you there. 
 
 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


3 Minute Retreat. 
Below you will find a reflection on ‘Celebrating the Eucharist’. Sit back with a cup of tea and 
enjoy the gentle retreat. https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/celebrating-eucharist 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
SPORT NEWS 

Hopefully by now you would have received the walkathon note. 
The walkathon will take place on Wednesday 20th June. The 
children are very excited about this. Could you please include 
your children in the process of collecting sponsors and the 
money as this will give them more incentive to participate and 
be included in all aspects of the walkathon. 

 
Eastwood Ryde Netball Association is holding a School Holiday Netball Skills Clinic run by the 
Premier League players from the ERNA Hawks. 
 
It will be 12th & 13th July, 9am to 3pm. Please look on the www.erna.nsw.netball.com.au 
website to register. This is a great opportunity for 7-15 year olds. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have given me photos or snippets of your children's achievement 
please continue to do this so I can support and acknowledge their sporting prowess. 
 
Mel Cooper – Sports Teacher 
 
 
CREATIVE DOVES 
“Creativity is a state of mind in which all of our 
intelligences are working together, involving, 
seeing, thinking and innovating”  
 
Sir Ken Robinson 
 
Year 4 Pom Pom rugs 
This enthusiastic group of Year 4 girls are learning 
how to make pom pom rugs for their bedrooms. The 
girls get together whenever they have spare time to 
make their pom poms. 
 
It is great to see our talented students working and co-operating together and having fun while 
creating something for themselves. 
Who knows, we may have some future artistic designers here. 
 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: June 

Term 2 Week 6 Term 2 Week 7 Term 2 Week 8 

Monday 4  
Tuesday 5 
Wednesday 6 Playgroup 9 - 
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 7 Musical 
Performances Yr 6 & Choir 
performing 12:20pm & 2:10pm in 
the Parish Hall 
Friday 8 Feast of the Sacred 
Heart Mass K-6, Yr 6 Prayer 
Assembly -2:45pm 
Saturday 9 
Sunday 10 – 10:00am Fr Greg’s 
installation Mass & Fun Day 

Monday 11 Queens Birthday          
                     Public Holiday 
Tuesday 12 Confirmation lesson in 
Year 4 3:30pm & 7pm 
Wednesday 13 Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 14 
Friday 15 Kindergarten Prayer 
Assembly 2.45pm 
Saturday 16 
Sunday 17 9:00am Children’s 
Liturgy 

Monday 18 
Tuesday 19 
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 21  
Friday 22 Year 1 Prayer Assembly 
2:45pm 
Saturday 23 
Sunday 24 9am-10am Children’s 
Liturgy, 11am OLQP Sacrament of 
Confirmation 

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/celebrating-eucharist
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
http://www.erna.nsw.netball.com.au/


 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

                      

 

Year 6 and Choir 

Present 

Two Performances 

of 

‘Mystery at Magpie Manor’ 

a whodunnit? 

by 

Mary Green and Julie Stanley 

 

Thursday 7
th

 June, 2018 

12.20pm-1.20pm 

and 

2.10pm-3.10pm 

Parish Hall 


