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Dear Parents, 
 
Over the weekend our Year 6 students received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, where we saw and heard them, both proudly and 
nervously, accept responsibility for their faith. In Confirmation the 
focus is on the Holy Spirit, who confirmed the apostles on Pentecost 
(Acts 2:1–4) and gave them courage to practise their faith. As 
Catholics we believe that the same Holy Spirit confirms us during 

the Sacrament of Confirmation and gives us the same 
gifts and fruits. Confirmation makes us sharers with 
Christ in His role of prophet or teacher. It is a sacrament 
of empowerment. It gives the strength to follow Jesus 
and to become involved in the mission which Jesus left to 
the Church. In essence it is a spiritual ‘growing up”.   

 
Monsignor Carey, who confirmed our candidates, passed on to the children some 
very wise words to help them make the faith their own and become empowered.  

1. Spend time with Jesus every day.  Pray to him and take time to think and 
listen to Him. 

2. Get to learn more about Jesus by reading the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. 

3. Regularly be nourished by Jesus by receiving the Eucharist at Mass. 
4. Respect each other at all times. 

 
We pray to the Holy Spirit that our students observe these words and that their faith is 
deepened and strengthened and that as they grow they take on more responsibility for the 
welfare of others in our world just as Christ did.  
 

Last Friday some of our students 
joined with St Charles and Holy 
Cross College students to perform 
at the annual parish Biggest 

Morning Tea. We were very proud of them. Not only did they 
perform fantastically but they were wonderful representatives of 
our school. Our band members joined together to play a variety of 
songs with the bands from our fellow parish schools and 
everyone was most impressed with how they sounded. The 
audience would have loved it if they had stayed on to play even 

more. Our Kinder children then sang alongside 
the Kinders from St Charles. They brought a 
tear to the eye when they sang, "Tale as Old as 
Time” from ‘Beauty and the Beast’ and a smile 
to the face when they danced and sang, “Can’t 
Stop the Feeling” from the ‘Trolls’ movie. 
Thanks to all the families who came along to 
support their children and to support such a 
worthwhile cause. 

 
LOOSE PLAY 
Just a reminder that we would really appreciate donations for Loose Play. Anything that you 
are probably considering throwing out and think children could use their imagination to have 
fun with is what we are looking for. Please send all your donations into school and place in 
the blue crate outside the office. 
 
 
 



 

LATE ARRIVALS 
This term there has been a large number of students who are arriving late to 
school. Many of these students are regular latecomers. These late arrivals 
are having a significant impact across the school. The first major 
impact is with the children's learning. In a morning session 
explicit teaching about reading and writing takes place. If your child 
misses some, or all, of this session they are greatly disadvantaged with their learning as well 
as affecting the learning of their class mates due to the interruption to their learning. Another 
significant impact of later arrivals is the large amount of administration time required to 
process them all. It is not unusual to have 10 late arrivals in a day. Each one requires at 
least  5 to 6 minutes administration time to ensure that rolls are accurate, which is important 
for both legal and safety reasons. Over the course of the day this means that one hour is 
being spent on this task and subsequently over the course of a week this means that 
the equivalent of one whole day of an office staff member is spent processing late 
students.  This has a major impact upon our office and what can be accomplished in other 
key areas. Please work with your children to help them develop responsibility for their 
belongings and in packing their bags and getting organised for school each night before 
going to bed.  
 
NATIONAL FAMILIES WEEK   
How fantastic was it to see so many 
families join together with our school 
community and celebrate National 
Families Week. We had a glorious day 
for our picnic and the games we 
played. It was great to have Father 
Peter join us. We discovered that he is 
a very enthusiastic Tug-of-War team 
member! 
 
Thank you for finding time to spend as a family completing your family ribbons. They look 
wonderful blowing in the breeze and every day there are children looking at and pointing to 
them and talking about the different families. We are blessed to each have such special 
families and to be part of the greatest family of all, God’s family. We thank Anna Alessi for all 
her time and effort she put into organising our Family Week events. 
 
PARENT FORUM REGARDING CATHOLIC SCHOOL FUNDING  
In the media over the last few weeks, there have been a number of reports relating to the 
funding for Catholic schools under the Federal Government's new model for Australian 
schools. 
 
In particular, the Daily Telegraph ran a report titled 'Poor' Church has pocketed millions, 
Catholic and elite schools bank huge surpluses. Please take time to read Dr Dan White’s, 
the Director of Sydney Catholic Schools, response to this article which we have included 
with this newsletter. 
 
Last week we sent home a letter informing you of an upcoming parent forum on Tuesday 
June 6 at Holy Cross College from 7:00pm – 8:30pm. At this forum  Parents and any other 
interested people will have the opportunity of learning more about the implications of the 
Federal Government's proposed education funding package, as well as make their support 
of our Catholic system of schools clearly visible to any of the local members of Parliament 
that attend. These changes will have an impact on all of us and for this reason we strongly 
encourage as many of you as possible to attend. We would also like to remind you of the 
online petition that has been shared with you and encourage you to not only sign it yourself 
but to also pass it on to other family members, friends and work colleagues. You can access 
the petition at: Catholic School Funding Petition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhBdF8xJXxN1zofHoKzXYEiK1L-n8xe1KLh-oOWDHSBRDsaA/viewform


 

The Council of Catholic School Parents invites you to 
a Master Class on Parent Engagement given by the 
international presenter, Dr Deb Pushor. Dr Pushor has 
spent many years in education, as a teacher, school 
consultant, and principal but found the experience of 

school very different the first day she took her eldest child Coen to kindergarten. That was 
more than two decades ago and since then she has gone on to develop her understanding 
of parent engagement, undertake extensive research in this area and has published two 
books on the subject which are now recognised as required reading in the emerging field of 
parent engagement. 
 
We are fortunate to have Dr Pushor visiting Australia where she will meet and talk with 
parents and educators in every state as well as being the keynote speaker at the ARACY 
Parent Engagement Conference in Melbourne. In this Master Class, Dr Pushor will explore 
the prevailing attitudes in schools and the ways that positive relationships with parents and 
families can be nurtured. Dr Pushor's work in Canada is with universities, schools, families, 
aboriginal families, educators and school communities. 
 
You have an opportunity to hear Dr Pushor speak to educators and parents about her 
'curriculum of parents' and the benefits that flow from building those reciprocal relationships 
and engaging them in their child's education. There is no cost for this masterclass.   
Date:  Thursday, 15 June 
Time:  6:30pm 
Venue:  Catholic Schools Office, Building 2, Caroline Chisholm Centre,  
 423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills 
 
Register here to secure your place or contact us for more information at 
office@ccsp.catholic.edu.au Ph: 9287 1514 
 
The following words are from a parent representative from one of our neighbouring dioceses 
who has previously heard Debbie speak.  
 
“Thought provoking and empowering, Debbie makes the distinction of parent involvement vs 
parent engagement. 
 
Parent engagement honours parents’ hopes and dreams by inviting us to have our voices 
heard. It’s a relationship of shared decision-making and reciprocity that happens on both the 
school and home landscapes. 
 
Parent engagement gives a sense of support and standards in our children’s minds. A 
relationship between parent, child, school and the greater community that is authentic, 
valued and one that produces the strongest impact on our children’s achievements. “ 
 
Please see the attached flyer for more details. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
P & F NEWS 
The P&F has considered various advice regarding the development being proposed across 
the road from OLQP in Westminster Rd and also considered the amendments to the original 
plans that were submitted by the developers. These changes were noted at a recent meeting 
of the P&F however for those who did not attend they may wish to update themselves and 
review the revised plans online at: 
 
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/haveyoursay/majorda and scroll down to: 
 
 
 

http://catholic.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3fcba9f6267cbf9a26aabad03&id=cba189f0cc&e=78acef1bc8
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=271154
mailto:office@ccsp.catholic.edu.au
http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/haveyoursay/majorda


 

Property: 363 Victoria Road, Gladesville  
Local Development Application No. LDA2016/0337 (amended application) 
Applicant: Mackenzie Architects International 
http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/haveyoursay/documents/environment-and-planning/363-victoria-
road/updated-architectural-drawings.pdf?streamfile=true 
 

Whilst there are various views in the school about the development there appears to be a 
consensus around the issue of parking which has partly been accommodated by the 
provision of an extra level of parking within the development. 
 

The P&F have taken advice from a traffic management consultancy who have provided 
advice regarding this issue and specific solutions include requesting no stopping zones 
alongside the development's driveway to improve visibility. We will be forwarding this advice 
to council as part of our P&F response. 
 
As there is not a consistent view on other topics, individual parents who wish to respond 
should follow the links as noted above. For further information please see the Skoolbag alert 
that was sent out on April 18, "Building Application for Apartment Block across from OLQP" 
about this development and some concerns that were being raised. 
 
The last date for responses to be given to the Council is June 7. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
It has been a busy few weeks at OLQP in realtionship with the continuning faith 
formation of the OLQP students. Last weekend many of our Year 6 students as 
well as other young people from the OLQP Parish celebrated their Sacrament of 
Confirmation. The Sacrament of Confirmation seals of covenant created in 
Baptism. 
 
All the Confirmation candidates were a credit to their group leaders and parents. On behalf 
of OLQP, I would like to thank all those who worked so hard behind the scenes to make this 
a very memorable day for the candidates and their families and the members of our school 
parish who attended the Masses to support all the candidates.  

 
On Friday May 19, OLQP had the 
pleasure of hosting some visitors from 
Mary Mackillop International including 
two international visitors from Papua 
New Guinea. The children learnt what 
schooling and education was like in 
Papua New Guinea. All the children 
also learnt a few key words in sign 
language. 

 
On Wednesday May 24 Mrs. May and I had the pleasure of accompanying 6 of our school 
leaders to St Mary’s Cathedral in the city for the SCS Archdiocesan Our Lady Help of 
Christians’ Mass for Primary students. It was a very inspiring Mass celebrated by His Grace, 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher and co celebrated by our own Parish Priest Fr Richard. 
 
Year 6 students are currently preparing for their Religious Education Knowledge Test on 
Wednesday June 14. 
 
Last Sunday we celebrated the Ascension of Jesus, this is when Jesus 
ascended into His father in heaven to be with his father. With this is mind I 
would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis. “With the Ascension 
of Jesus, we participate in the fullness of life with God. Let us carry this in 
our hearts in our daily lives.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 
 

http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/haveyoursay/documents/environment-and-planning/363-victoria-road/updated-architectural-drawings.pdf?streamfile=true
http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/haveyoursay/documents/environment-and-planning/363-victoria-road/updated-architectural-drawings.pdf?streamfile=true


 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Confirmation 

Congratulations to our Year 6 students who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on the 

weekend. Here are some beautiful thoughts from our students.  

 

“I feel as though I am mature enough now to choose the path for my faith”. (Hillary)  

 
“I felt like my Confirmation was like a calling to now make my own choices in religion”.  
(Emily F) 
 
“My confirmation has made me feel like I have matured and I am now more part of God’s 
family”. (Diego) 
 
“Completing my Confirmation makes me want to continue and pray with the Catholic 
community”. (Patrick) 
 
“I felt blessed that I have now made my confirmation and I received the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. Now I feel really close to God”. (Trista) 
 
“When I got confirmed, I felt closer to God and a part of His family”. (Laura) 
 
“Having my Confirmation makes me feel more complete and more part of the Church. I feel 
closer to God”. (Daniel) 
 
Shave For A Cure 
For the third year in a row, students from OLQP have raised money for 
Cancer research. A collection box will remain in the front office 
throughout Week 7. Alternatively you can donate online. 
http:/nsw.cancercouncilfundraising.org.au/OLQP. Here are some of 
the students who will be shaving their head on Friday. 
 
Lucas Stepcich, Joseph Obeid, Giovanni Scuderi, Bradley, 
Christian, and Lachlan Calleija 
 
University Practicum Teachers 
Over the coming weeks, you may notice a number of young teachers in our school. OLQP 
works closely with the Australian Catholic University. The practicum teachers work alongside 
our class teachers to develop best practice for planning, teaching and classroom 
management.  
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

National Family Week - A great success 

What a wonderful afternoon it was; God blessed us with beautiful weather on Wednesday to 
celebrate National Families Week. It was lovely to see many parents and grandparents 
(picnic in hand) to come and enjoy lunch together with the children. We also welcomed 
Father Peter, all new kindergarten families and all family members who attended for the first 
time. There was a festival atmosphere with lots of laughter, packed with fun and games. The 
aim of National Families Week this year is to celebrate the vital role that families play. Let’s 
take the time to reflect on the critical role that families play in teaching, supporting and 
nurturing children, especially as they grow. 



 

 
Family Ribbons - 
This year, it was wonderful to see all our families participating in a fun activity together that 
led to a visual representation of all the building blocks of our community. Please come and 
enjoy the Family Ribbons, it shows such beautiful artwork our families enjoyed making 
together. 
 
Confirmation preparation day - 
Last Friday all year 6 students participated in a workshop from 
Catholic Mission with Dorothy, they reflected by looking at the world 
through the eyes of those who struggle to have the basics in life. 
Mary from St Vincent de Paul spoke to them about how to help 
people in need. The activity for this session was to fill bags with 
basic toiletry items and were also given a tour of the Vinnies Truck 
which goes out every night to feed the homeless. 
 
Congratulations to all year 6 students on your Confirmation last weekend. 
 
Did you know? 
Novena to the Holy Spirit begins on the Friday of the 6th Week in Easter and ends on 
Pentecost Sunday (next Sunday). The traditional Novena is quite long, but it has been 
adapted to a simplified version using the Veni Sancte Spiritus prayer. This simple, but 
powerful prayer asks inspiration of the Holy Spirit for the light and strength and love so 
sorely needed by every one of us and is one of the oldest prayers of the Church. 
 
Give it a go! This is a simple way to spiritually prepare yourself and your family for Pentecost 
and grow closer to that critical and amazing experience of those early Apostles that set the 
world on fire! 

Veni Sancte Spiritus 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
R. And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

Let us pray. O God, Who instructed the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant 
us in the same Spirit to be truly wise, and ever to rejoice in His consolation. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Adapted from Cathfamily.org.au  
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Thank you to all the families who kindly donated toiletries. Seventy packs were made up on 
the Confirmation day of preparation which were distributed on Friday night when the night 
patrol van went out. 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
MUSIC NEWS  

 
 
 

 
 

Years 3, 4 and OLQP Choir 
perform 

It happened when? 
See our conniving convicts, brazen bushrangers, globe-trotting captains,  

trailblazing explorers and more….. 
Thursday 22 June, 2017 

OLQP COLA 
2.15-3.00pm 

Leona Nash   Music Teacher 

http://www.cathfamily.org.au/
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:sacraments@scbolqp.org.au


 

 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar 

 

 

Dates for Your Attention: May/June 
Term 2 Week 6 Term 2 Week 7 Term 2 Week 8 

Monday 29 
Tuesday 30 ICAS 2017 Science  
Wednesday 31 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 1 Kindergarten & Year 6 Buddy 

Mass 
Friday 2 Year 6 Prayer Assembly 
Saturday 3 
Sunday 4 9am Children’s Liturgy at OLQP 

Church  

Monday 5 Mindfulness Meditation 2pm 
Tuesday 6 Years 3 & 4 Classroom SPaR, 

Parent Forum – Gonski 2.0 HCCR 7pm 
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Singing Practice 2.30pm 
Thursday 8 Years 2,3 & 4 Buddy Mass 

9.20am-10am 
Friday 9 Year 2 Prayer Assembly 

Monday 12  
Tuesday 13 ICAS Writing Test 
Wednesday 14  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, ICAS Spelling Test,  
Year 6 RE Test 
Thursday 15 
Friday 16 Athletics Carnival, Ignite 6pm-

8pm Years 4-6 
Saturday 17  
Sunday 18 Family Mass led by  

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar


 



 

 



 

 


