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Dear Parents, 
 

Last weekend many of our Year 6 students received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. The Sacrament of Confirmation completes the sacrament 
of Baptism. If Baptism is the sacrament of re-birth to a new and 
supernatural life, Confirmation is the sacrament of maturity and coming 
of age. Confirmation is a sacrament of empowerment. It gives the 
strength to follow Jesus and to become involved in the mission which 
Jesus left to the Church. We pray that our young people who received 
this sacrament, and are now referred to as adult Christians, with the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, will continue to make their faith their own. Thank you 
to all those who helped to prepare our children for this special occasion 

and to the staff who came to the services to support the children in their faith journey.  
 
Shave for a Cure 

What an amazing afternoon we had when the shaving and cutting of hair of 4 boys, 2 girls 
and 1 teacher took place! A number of months ago several of our students came to me to 
ask if they could raise money for Cancer Research and if they could shave their hair or if 
they could cut their hair to donate it to those suffering from cancer. Throughout this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, Pope Francis is encouraging the entire Church to meditate on God’s mercy in 
their lives and to share that mercy with others. These Stage 3 students - Kim, Abby, Joel, 
Nicholas, Lucas and Isaac have certainly responded to this encouragement. They have a 
realisation that they are very privileged with their health, their families and the innumerable 
belongings that they have and wanted to reach out and show mercy and kindness to others 
who were in need of support. The challenge had been set that if $3,000 was raised, Mr Jed 
Hayes would also happily shave his hair for such a worthy cause. The students raised over 
$5,000, hence Mr Hayes is now experiencing the colder weather a little more than he would 
otherwise have been doing! Congratulations and admiration goes to these students and Jed 
Hayes for having an idea that would benefit others and doing something about it! Several 
women from the Leukaemia Foundation came out to assist with the hair shaving, equipped 
with razors, gowns and coloured hair spray for those in need of a little craziness! We  would 
like to thank Justine Kucic for being instrumental in organising this event. A big thank you 
also goes to all our families, students and staff who donated and supported this very worthy 
cause and who also got into the spirit of things by coming to school with their own crazy hair 
styles! There was a great feeling of community spirit around this event and it was lovely to 
experience.



ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How lucky were we to get through so many of our athletics carnival events yesterday before 
the grey clouds and rain rolled in? The children had a fantastic time displaying not only their 
running, throwing and co-ordination skills but also their turn taking, listening and 
sportsmanship skills.  It was great to see so many smiling faces, hear so many words of 
encouragement from the children and witness so many displays of “I’m giving it a go” 
attitude. Rachel Quinn once again organised an incredibly smooth running carnival and we 
thank her for this, as well as for all those who helped out on the day including parents, 
students, teachers and staff. The only event we still need to conduct is the 200m.  We will 
endeavour to do this tomorrow, Thursday June 2, depending on the weather and the 
condition of Monash Oval.  If your child was registered for this event please send them to 
school tomorrow with their running shoes.  
 
REPORTING WORKSHOP 
Reports are quite different from long ago, when there were a few tick boxes 
and If you would like to know how to understand your child's report, why not 
come along to a "How do I read my child's report?" workshop. The workshop 
will explain what the reporting scales mean and what they tell me about my 
child. The workshop will be offered twice, once during school time and the 
other after school. The workshops will take place on Monday June 20 at 
2:15pm and Tuesday June 21 at 6:00pm in the Library. 
 

RETIREMENT 
At the end of this term Mrs Therese Toshack will be leaving our school community 
as she has decided to put her feet up and retire. Therese intends to move to the 
Newcastle area in order to be closer to her family. She has been a great asset to 
our school community for the past 4½ years and we will miss her gentle ways, 
finance expertise and sense of humour. If you need to speak with Therese about 
any financial matters or school fees arrangements prior to her leaving please call 
Monday - Thursday. 

 
CANTEEN 
If you have some spare time on your hands this term and 
able to assist in the Canteen, it would be much appreciated.  
Fridays are particularly busy days. If you are able to lend a 
hand please contact Robyn in the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY REMINDER 
On Tuesday June 14 our staff will be involved in a Professional Development Day 
with a focus on Writing Analysis and Instruction as well as Numeracy. This backs 
onto the June long weekend. For some of you, this may be ideal for a short winter 
break. If you require supervision for your children on the day please contact OOSH 
to make arrangements for this to occur. OOSH can be contacted on 8571 9744. 
 

 
ENROLMENTS  
Kinder Enrolment Interviews will commence from this week. It is still not too late 
for enrolment forms to be submitted for a place in all year groups for next year 
and in some year groups, there are places available for this year. If you know of 
anyone who is looking for a school for their child, or children, we encourage you 
to promote our wonderful community and suggest to them to apply for a place 
here at Our Lady Queen of Peace. 
 
Please note, all sibling enrolment forms must be in no later than this Friday 3 June, 2016. 
 

We are looking to employ a handyman on 
an ‘as needs basis’. If you are interested in 
this position contact the school office or if 
you know of anyone else who may be 
interested in this position please ask them 
to contact the school office with their details. 
You may know a retired carpenter or builder 

in your neighbourhood or even in your own family or field of work.  
 

 
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Last weekend many of our Year 6 students as well as other young people 
from the OLQP Parish celebrated their Sacrament of Confirmation. The 
Sacrament of Confirmation seals of the covenant created in Baptism. 
 
All the Confirmation candidates were a credit to their group leaders and 
parents. On behalf of OLQP, I would like to thank all those who worked so 
hard behind the scenes to make this a very memorable day for the 
candidates and their families. 

I hope all the Confirmation candidates will reflect upon the words of Pope Francis. “Remain 
steadfast in the journey of faith, with firm hope in the Lord. This is the secret of our 
journey!”  
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator. 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 
 



 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Toiletries donation – Thank you 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our community for all the donations of toiletries 
during the month of May. Last Friday in the 
parish hall, the children preparing for their 
confirmation learnt a little about the services 
provided by St Vincent de Paul Society which 
includes Sydney Night Patrol. One of their 
activities was to fill bags with essential 
toiletries for either male or female, approximately 80 bags were filled. Erin, a 
representative from Sydney Night Patrol was overwhelmed in accepting the much 
needed toiletries which will be given out to our clients on the street. 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
THE ASCENSION BY YEAR 3 
Year 3 were asked to create emails that the apostles may have written to a friend after the 
Ascension. 
 
Dear Jeff, 
Guess what happened yesterday? I saw Jesus being taken to Heaven. A big cloud came 
and took him to Heaven. Then two men dressed in white came and said, “Don't just stand 
there. Go and do what Jesus told you.” Jesus told us that we are his witnesses and to tell 
everyone what happened and that the Holy Spirit will come to us. 
From Chantelle 
 
Dear Jeff, 
You will not know what happened. A cloud came down and picked up Jesus and went to 
Heaven. Then people in white appeared  and told us, “Why are you looking up to heaven? 
What did Jesus tell you to do? Go and tell the others and your friends.” 
From Nicholas 
 
Dear Bob, 
Jesus just flew off on a cloud. I know it sounds crazy but it's true. After the cloud picked him 
up two angels came and said "Why are you looking up at Heaven when you can go do 
something about this? Go tell the people." And so I'm telling you Bob, and Jesus told us you 
will get power when you get the Holy Spirit. Jesus also told us, "I will come back to you.” 
From William H 
 
Guess what Adam? You wouldn't believe what I saw! I saw Jesus go up to Heaven! It 
was very exciting but sad. I didn't want him to go at first but then I realised he had to see 
God since God is his father. I don't know how he got to Heaven... except that he went on a 
cloud. Huh? How is that possible? Jesus also said that we are his witnesses and to 
spread the word and that the Holy Spirit will come to us. I felt shocked. Then two men in 
white came and said, "Why are you not doing as Jesus said? Don't you want to spread the 
word?" The disciples and I agreed. It was so exciting. All of us felt happy. 
From Angela 
 
Dear Maddie, 
You will never guess what just happened. Jesus just went up to heaven and two men in 
white robes came down. They said, “Why are you looking up in the sky? Didn't you see 
Jesus went to heaven? What did Jesus tell you? He said I will always be with you so go 
and tell your friends. He died for you.” 
From Alistair 
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Dear Emma, 
You can't guess what I saw! The other disciples and I were talking to Jesus about if he 
would help Israel to become better and then he just disappeared! It was like God opened 
the door to Heaven. It was AMAZING. Then, just as we thought it was over, two men 
dressed in white told us to go and tell everybody. It was so COOL. So that is what 
happened. 
From Cleo  
 
PARISH NEWS 
Confirmation 2016 
On behalf of the Ryde-Gladesville Parish, I would like to congratulate the newly confirmed 
candidates from Our Lady Queen of Peace. Thank you to the parents, teachers and parish 
sacramental team who helped support the candidates. Thank you especially to the school for 
your help and support for the Day of Preparation. We will be having a special morning tea at 
the next Family Mass on Sunday June 19 at 9am for all the newly confirmed candidates. We 
hope you can all make it. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Communion 2016 
Just a reminder that we will be having a special session on Wednesday June 22 from 
7:00pm – 8:00pm. This needs to be attended by one parent and the candidate for First 
Reconciliation/First Communion. Please remember to bring a copy of your baptismal 
certificate and a photo if you wish for it to be displayed during the program. 
 
Mass of Installation 
A Mass of Installation for Fr Richard Gates as Parish Priest will be celebrated by Bishop 
Terry Brady at the 6pm Vigil Mass at St Charles Church next Saturday June 4. 
 
Catechist Assistant & Teachers 
At Boronia Park Public School on a Wednesday during school term, volunteers teach 
Catholic religious education to the students. Each lesson is 30 minutes in duration and the 
time slot we are allocated is 11:25am – 12:30pm. We are looking for someone to assist with 
the Kindergarten class and people who can teach Year 3 & Year 4. Both these classes have 
teacher’s assistants who will be in the classroom with you to provide support. For any 
enquiries, please contact Judith Morrissey sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Well done to the OLQP squad of 31 children on their super efforts at the recent Regional 
Cross Country Carnival. It was terrific to watch students cross the finish line after a tough 
race cheered on by the rest of our school team. Special mention and congratulations to  
Finn Leary, Isabel Chand and Sienna Pantalone for placing in the top 8 competitors within 
their respective age groups and progressing to the Combined Regional Cross Country at 
Miranda this Thursday. What a fabulous achievement! We wish you runners all the very best 
at the next level. 
 
Rachel Quinn 
PE Teacher 
 
OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
Gowrie OSHC Gladesville Update 
OLQP staff development day is on Tuesday June 14. Gowrie OSHC Gladesville will be open 
for the day from 7am till 6.15pm. A range of fun activities will be programed for the day. A 
booking form will be available to complete and to be returned prior to the June 14. The fee 
for the day is $45. If you would like more information or to book your child in, please email 
olqposhc@gowriensw.com.au or phone 85719744. 
Maree Ilardi     OSHC Coordinator 
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P & F NEWS 
Thank you to all parents for supporting the Entertainment Book Fundraiser. So far we have 
raised in excess of $500 – more than double last year’s total. If anyone still has a book at 
home that they are not purchasing please ensure it is returned to school in the envelope 
provided as soon as possible. The digital edition of the book can still be purchased on line by 
using the link www.entbook.com.au/2a00084 
Jacqui Perrone 
 

UNIFORMS FROM LOWES 
All uniforms are now available from Lowes at Top Ryde. Uniforms are no 
longer available from Lowes Macquarie. 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
As we are now in Autumn and with Winter fast approaching, this is a good opportunity to pick 
up some second hand uniforms from the Uniform Shop. 
 

On Tuesday mornings Maree will be available to assist you if necessary. Anyone may text 
their order if they find this easier or more convenient. 
Maree Obeid (0407 500 351)  
 

On Friday afternoons from 2.30pm Grace is available, and like Maree, you may text your 
order if you find this easier or more convenient. 
Grace Rizzo (0406 012 332)  
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: May  

Term 2 Week 6 Term 2 Week 7 Term 2 Week 8 

Monday 30 
Tuesday 31 Athletics Carnival HHCR, 7pm 
in the Library Lifestyle and Wellness 
Presentation for Mums  
Wednesday 1 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, ICAS 2016 - Science 
Thursday 2 Year 6 Reconciliation, Prayers 
on Thursday from 2.30pm in the CaCH 
Room 
Friday 3 Year 3 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 
Saturday 4 
Sunday 5 9am Children's Liturgy at Mass 

Monday 6 
Tuesday 7 
Wednesday 8 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall, 
Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 2.15pm, 
Thursday 9, Prayers on Thursday from 2.30pm 
in the CaCH Room 
Friday 10 Year 2 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 
 

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14  
Wednesday 15 RE Test Year 6, ICAS 2016 
Spelling, Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall, 
Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 2.15pm, 
Thursday 16 9.20am Kindergarten Mass - 
Feast of the Sacred Heart, ICAS 2016 
Writing, Prayers on Thursday from 2.30pm in 
the CaCH Room 
Friday 17 Year 1 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm, 
6-8pm Ignite 
Saturday 18 
Sunday 19 9am Family Mass 
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