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Dear Parents, 
 
Mother’s Day 

Thanks go to the team who organised and cooked our recent Mother’s 
Day breakfast. It was delicious and everyone appreciated 
such a warm start to a chilly morning. Thanks also to the 
team who organised the Mother’s Day stall. By all accounts 
our mums appreciated their lovely gifts. Thanks also go to 
the team of staff members who prepared our beautiful 
liturgy. We hope all our mums enjoyed our celebrations in 

honour of mothers and that you 
were touched by the sentiments 
your children expressed in their 
letters to you.  

 
 
 
 
 
Wintertime Sickness 
As the cooler months come upon us we ask that you help 
to keep the spread of winter time sickness to a minimum. If 
your child is unwell, particularly with anything that can spread amongst others, we ask that 
you keep them at home until they have recovered. All it takes is for one or two students to be 
ill and it spreads, affecting a whole class and their learning. Please remind your children of 
the importance of thorough washing of their hands after going to the bathroom along with 
appropriate cold and sniffles etiquette such as coughing into the top of their arm, rather than 
a hand, which spreads germs, and the correct use of tissues and what to do with them once 
they are used. 
 
Several of our students have conditions where they need to avoid, wherever possible, being 
exposed to spreadable illnesses therefore we ask that you follow these suggestions. 
 
 
Vision and Mission 
As the staff have been reviewing our Vision and Mission statements this year, the 
importance of being present amongst our community and looking forward together has been 
significant in our thinking.  For these reasons I look forward to engaging with more of you at 
afternoon pick up time and also following Anna Alessi’s SPaR sessions. Anna’s termly 
prayerful reflection experiences that she offers for each class and their families will be 
followed, till bell time, by a ‘Coffee and a Chat’ time for the adults. We hope to continue to 
build on the networks already established within the school community and together discuss 
what is important to all of us. 
 
 
Fr Greg’s Installation Mass 
On Sunday 10th June, Archbishop Fisher will officiate, at the 10:00am Mass at Saint Charles 
Borromeo church, the installation of Father Greg Morgan as Parish Priest of Saint Charles 
Borromeo and Our Lady Queen of Peace Ryde-Gladesville Catholic Parish. Following the 
Mass there will be the opportunity to meet the Archbishop as well as enjoy brunch and the 
children will be able to engage with activities such as face painting and a bouncy castle. As 
this installation is for the whole parish it would be good if OLQP was well represented. If you 
can make it, we would love to see you there. A separate flyer will be sent home shortly 
outlining the details of the day 



 

Compass 
Compass for parents is here at last! By now you should have all received your individual 
login details and passwords. If not, please contact the office. We have two parent workshops 
this Thursday to explain how the parent portal works. Please bring a device (if possible), 
preferably a tablet/iPad or laptop in addition to your phone that you have downloaded the 
app to so that you can access the portal in these workshops. We’d love to see you at one of 
these and welcome any feedback over the course of this term in regards to Compass. 
 
Staff Development Day 
Towards the end of this term, Friday 29th June, our staff will be involved in a professional 
development day around the teaching of writing. We will be joining our colleagues from Villa 
Maria and St. Charles for this learning experience. If you require childcare for the day please 
contact OOSHC to arrange this. 
 
Westminster Rd 
We have been informed by the council that turf will be laid beside the 
footpath in Westminster Rd this Thursday. In order for the roots to 
establish we will need to cordon off this area. If you choose to continue 
using Westminster Road for pick up or drop off please be aware that 
you will need to supervise your children very carefully as they will not 
be able to exit or enter your car from the kerb side. Our advice is to 
use KAR gate until this area is safely accessible.  
 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: May/June 

Term 2 Week 4 Term 2 Week 5 Term 2 Week 6 

Monday 21  
Tuesday 22  
Wednesday 23 Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall. 
Thursday 24 Our Lady Help of 
Christians Feast Day Mass, K-6, 
12pm 
Compass Parent Information 
Sessions 
Friday 25 Yr 5  Prayer Assembly 
-2:45pm 
Sunday 27 – 9:00am Children’s 
Liturgy 

Monday 28  ICAS Science 
Tuesday 29  
Wednesday 30 Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 31  
Friday 1 Yr 2 Prayer Assembly -
2.45 pm. 
Sunday 3 – 9:00am Children’s 
Liturgy 

Monday 4  
Tuesday 5 
Wednesday 6 Playgroup 9-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 7 Musical 
Performances (Yr 6 & Choir 
performing) 12:20pm & 2:10pm 
in the Parish Hall. 
Friday 8 Yr 1 Prayer Assembly -
2:45pm 
Sunday 10 – 10:00am Fr Greg’s 
installation Mass & Fun Day 
 



 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
BUILDING CHILDREN'S LITERACY SUCCESS 

READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES 
 

When teaching children to read, it is vital that we give them a toolbox of strategies 
to help them comprehend a text.  As part of the modelled, shared and guided 
reading process, teachers explicitly teach important reading comprehension skills 
to support students as they view, read and discuss a variety of texts.  You may 
like to model these skills yourself as you read aloud to your child or ask specific 
questions when listening to them read. 

 
What comprehension strategies are important for readers? 
When students activate their prior knowledge it helps them connect what they are learning to 
what they already know.  Talking about life experiences and learning new vocabulary assists in 
building new knowledge. 
 
Questioning is an important strategy that involves generating questions 
before, during and after reading. Posing how, why and what if questions 
allows your child to think critically and deeply about a text.  After 
questioning, encourage them to read aloud a sentence/paragraph/section 
of text that confirms their predictions or opinion. 
  

What is visualising in reading? 
Visualizing refers to our ability to create pictures in our 
heads based on what we read or words we hear.  This 
strategy encourages your child to create brain movies 
that can help make sense of what they are reading and 
"see" the characters, setting, and action in stories. 
Reading to your child and getting them to draw a picture 
of what they hear develops this important skill. 

 
MAKING INFERENCES 
When we infer we are asking students to be reading detectives and 
dig deeper to find the meaning of a word, sentence or paragraph. To 
do this, we need to use our background knowledge (what we know) 
and the clues from the text. 
 

After reading, children summarise what they have read or heard by retelling 
the text. Synthesizing takes the process of summarizing one step further. 
Instead of just restating the important points from the text, synthesizing 
involves combining ideas from the text with your own to formulate personal 
responses to questions.  
 

If you have any questions regarding helping your child with comprehension, please speak to 
your class teacher or myself.  Happy reading. 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 
Last Sunday we celebrated the Feast of Pentecost which is one of the 

Catholic Church’s greatest feasts. At Pentecost we celebrate the coming of 

the Holy Spirit 40 days after Easter and it is considered as the birthday of the 

Catholic Church.  

This week OLQP celebrated the Feast of Mary Help of Christians who is one of the two 
Patron Saints of Australia. The feast day of Mary Help of Christians has been 
celebrated in Australia since 1844. As there were no priests in Australia in the early 

colonial days and Mass was not allowed, it was largely the 
Rosary in those early days that kept the faith alive. 
During lunchtime on Thursdays in May, a group of students 
gather with Mrs Alessi and myself to pray a decade of the 



 

Rosary. Our lunchtime Rosary group is led by several of the Year 6 Pope Francis students.  I 
encourage you and your families to share a decade of the Rosary at home this month. 
 

I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis. “There is no love without works of 
charity. Service towards our brothers and sisters springs from the heart that loves.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Ignite 
Last Friday was a night filled with lots of fun playing balloon games. We danced, burst 
balloons, and made one giant rosary bead. We prayed with Father Alfredo and then we had 
pizza.   The next Ignite will be on 15th June.  See you there!!! 
 

                      
 
Formation Training Course for Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are involved in taking communion to 
those members of the parish who are unable to be present at the celebration of 
the Eucharist. This training will be held in the Parish Centre at Ryde on Saturday 
7th July and 14th July 2018 from 9am to 12 noon. You are required to register by 
8.30am. Please contact the Parish Office on 9807 2966 if you require any further 
information. 
         Volunteer Week 

Happy Volunteer Week to the wonderful volunteers in our school community! 
 

Everyday Heroes 
Here’s to the everyday heroes, 

The volunteers who do what they can, 
To ease the suffering of others, 

And be of service to their fellow man. 
May they know the true satisfaction 

That comes from helping others 
Less fortunate than themselves, 

But no less their sisters and brothers. 
May they feel the gratitude in our hearts 

For all of the good that they’ve done. 
The appreciation that we all feel for them 

Is truly second to none. 
(Adapted from charity.lovetoknow.com) 

 

Below you will find a reflection on ‘Doing the good thing’. Sit back with a cup of tea and enjoy 
the gentle retreat. 
https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/doing-the-good-thing-start-retreat 
And he answered ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. Luke 10: verse 27 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Confirmation Program:- Just a reminder that the Confirmation Program starts the week 
beginning Sunday 27th May.  For any questions or queries please contact Judith Morrissey 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey - Sacramental Co-ordinator 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/doing-the-good-thing-start-retreat
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:sacraments@rgcp.org.au


 

 
COMPASS HAS ARRIVED 
 
Compass is a web-based system allowing you to access up-to-date and meaningful information 
about our school and your child’s progress. Compass includes many different features, 
including the ability to: 
 
• Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 
• Communicate with your child’s teachers, and update your family contact details 
• View the school calendar 
• Download and view your child’s semester reports   
• Book parent-teacher conferences 
 
Compass is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, 
Safari) or by using the Compass iOS or Android apps. Search for ‘Compass School Manager’ 
in the store. Alternatively, if you are having trouble finding the Compass link you can go to 
http://schools.compass.edu.au where you can search for and find our school’s direct URL.  
We ask that you download this app prior to our parent workshop. 
 
Your log-in details were sent home in a sealed envelope on Monday. Your details are 
confidential.  
 
Important dates regarding the launch of Compass at Our Lady Queen of Peace in  
Week 4, Term 2: 
 
Wednesday 23rd May - Skool Bag app will discontinue. 
Thursday 24th May - 9:15am - 10:15am Parent Information Sessions on Compass  
Thursday 24th May - 7:00pm - 8:00pm Parent Information Sessions on Compass  
(repeat of am session) 
 
Dominica Boydell 
Compass Team 
 

 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 

Our library is now home to a very, very large dinosaur. This is an original, 
unpublished illustration by American award-winning illustrator, Peter Brown. 
He is an author and illustrator of children’s books, with titles including New 
York Times best-sellers like The Wild Robot, The Curious Garden, Children 
Make Terrible Pets, and Mr. Tiger Goes Wild. 
(http://www.peterbrownstudio.com) 
This massive print featured at the recent Bologna Book Fair until I was able to 
bring it home in my luggage. (Which was not easy!) 
Come and see how big it is! 

 
Another wall features a Poet Tree. The leaves on this tree carry the 
names of famous poets and many well-known poems. The very 
large poem is by our own Sophie Haddad of Year 5. I hope that 
soon there will be many other leaves carrying poems written by our 
students.  And look out for Poem In Your Pocket Day!..... 
 
Miss Bini Teacher/Librarian  

 

SPORT NEWS 
A Big congratulations to Lucy Mutimer who ran in the Regional Cross Country on Wednesday 
and came an amazing 11th out of 24 runners.  We are very proud of you Lucy especially with 
the hard work and practice you have done. 
 
Mel Cooper – Sports Teacher 

 

 

http://schools.compass.edu.au/
http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/books#the_wild_robot
http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/books#the_curious_garden
http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/books#children_make_terrible_pets
http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/books#children_make_terrible_pets
http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/books#mr._tiger_goes_wild


 

 
MUSIC NEWS 
Our Year 6 students and the Choir will be presenting two performances of “Mystery At Magpie 
Manor” – “A whodunit?” By Mary Green and Julie Stanley.  Feel free to come along to the 
performance time that suits you. 
 

Date:   Thursday 7th June, 2018 
Times: 12.20 pm – 1.20pm  &  2.10pm – 3.10pm 
Where: Parish Hall. 

 

Leona Nash – Music Teacher 

 

 

THE CREATIVE DOVES 
The Year 5 Creative Doves group, Elyse, Holly, Isabella, Sophie 
and Olivia have completed their first project for the year. These 
talented girls have made bassinette quilts for the Hand Made with 
Love Project, which donates goods to Westmead Children’s 
Hospital. Once again this group of students is following St. Mary 
MacKillop’s motto of “Never see a need without doing something 

about it”. The girls give up their lunchtime once a week to sew for needy causes.  We are all 
very proud of them. 
Julie Simon - Wellbeing Coordinator 
 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 
Thanks to all the Mum’s, grandma’s and aunties who came along to our Mother’s Day 
Breakfast to celebrate all of the wonderful ladies in our community.  It was great to see so 
many families come along.  Special thanks to the Year 6 parents who worked behind the 
scenes and on the day to organise the breakfast.  Thank you also to the Dads who were able 
to come along and cook the BBQ.  I am sure you all enjoyed a bacon and egg roll whilst 
viewing the amazing portraits that the kids did of their Mums.….who knew we had so many 
talented artists!!  Special thanks also to the Year 5 class parents and helpers who organised 
the Mother’s Day stall.  Hopefully everyone woke up on Mother’s Day and enjoyed breakfast in 
bed whilst opening the presents the children purchased for you.  So much work goes into 
organising both of these events and it is very much appreciated by the P&F and school 
community. 
 
Our Term 2 P&F meeting was held last Tuesday, thank you to those parents who were able to 
come along.  It was a great meeting and fantastic to hear about all the work that is being done 
around the school.  I am sure most of you have seen the new classroom spaces and also the 
new gardens running behind the classrooms on Oxford Street.  There is more work to be 
undertaken through the term and into the next school holidays.  It is great to see the funds 
raised by the parents through P&F activities being put to such great use around the school.  
Keep your eyes out for new playground clocks, LED screens and new school signage which 
will be coming very soon. 
 
After a successful campaign in 2017, we are fundraising again with Entertainment books and 
hope that you will support the school by purchasing either a hard copy or digital membership. 
The books have been sent home to each family and I hope you have had a chance to look 
through the offers available.  If you are purchasing the digital membership 
(www.entbook.com.au/2a00086) or are not purchasing at all, please ensure that your book (in 
its labelled envelope) is returned to school by this Thursday 24th May.  Should you have any 
questions please contact Jacqui Perrone at perrone@optusnet.com.au 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel   P&F President   Jac.clark@bigpond.com 

http://www.entbook.com.au/2a00086
mailto:perrone@optusnet.com.au
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