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Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome back to Term 2. I hope all families had an enjoyable break and feel rejuvenated 
and ready for another busy term ahead. I would like to wish every mother a fantastic day this 
coming Mother’s Day. 
 

As Miss Lenehan outlines in her RE news below all Mothers, Grandmothers, Mother figures 
and Dads are all invited to our Mother’s Day celebrations that will take place this Friday 10th 
May beginning with Breakfast on the school playground. Please join us from 7:30am for a 
lovely breakfast followed by open classrooms. We will conclude the morning with a Mothers’ 
day Mass beginning at 9:20am. It would be great to see quite a few dads serving our mums 
so please make some time to come along. All students will then have the opportunity to visit 
the Mother’s Day Stall later in the day. 
 

A reminder that the official change from summer to winter uniform takes place after Mother’s 
Day this weekend. All children need to be in their full winter school uniform beginning 
Monday 13th May. 
 

I look forward to seeing another large group of parents at the Term 2 P & F Meeting to be 
held tonight at the Sporties Club from 7:15pm. 
 
Please keep the Bortolussi family in your prayers as Daniel’s brother Marco passed away 
suddenly at the end of Term 1. The family would appreciate our combined prayers at this 
sad time. 
 

Later this Term on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th June Sydney Catholic Schools will 
facilitate our four-year Inquiry and Review process. This involves a panel of 5 educators 
visiting the school to review the educational journey we have been on over the last four 
years and to meet with the children, Father Greg, a small group of parents and staff to 
validate the many achievements made but also to recognise, support and suggest future 
directions for the school. As part of this process both the students and parents will be asked 
to complete the ‘Tell Them From Me’ survey. I will of course share the findings with all 
parents when all documentation has been finalised.   
 

A reminder that the students in Years 3 and 5 will take part in the NAPLAN testing next week 
from Tuesday 14th to Thursday 16th May. Good luck students. 
 

Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
ANZAC DAY 
Last Monday, the school commemorated ANZAC Day with a prayer 
assembly of remembrance. It was lead by Miss Lenehan, the SRC and 
our special guest, Mr Ray McWhinney, from North Ryde RSL. We 
especially prayed for world peace. At the conclusion of the Assembly, 
the SRC laid a wreath by the flagpole to commemorate the lives of those 
lost to war or who have represented our country in war. A big thank you 
to Mr McWhinney for his presence and North Ryde RSL for their 
donation of books for our library. 



Throughout the day, all classes took a walk back in time to ANZAC Cove 1914 as part of this 
term’s writing stimulus. The children were challenged with the three questions: 
What might you see when you arrive?  
What sounds might you hear at ANZAC Cove? 
How might you feel being at ANZAC Cove? 
The children viewed film clips, read stories and discussed the many people and animals at 
Gallipoli. Each child was then challenged to write an imaginative response to the stimulus. 
Across the school we had some amazing pieces of writing. Here are just a few. 
 
WORLD AT WAR 
My heart is racing, I am terrified. Will I live or will I die? We got off our boats in 20 seconds 
bullets started to rain down on us. Salomon my new mate said “Keep your head down”. 
 
The Germans have the high ground so we quickly dug small caves in the mountain for cover. 
In that 20 seconds, thousands of ANZAC’s died. All I could hear was gun shots and men 
screaming in pain. I have never experienced anything like this. The ocean is a blood bath 
bodies floating in the water. 
 
I sat in the cave waiting for the moment to strike. I saw Salomon fall to the ground, he was 
killed instantly. He took a bullet to the head. Lucky I’m in the cave, that could have been me. 
 
Kodi - Year 5 
 
Dear Diary, 
We are finally here, after months stuck on a cramped ruined boat. The hard part is still to 
come. Quietly we step out of the boat and into the frozen waters of the Gallipoli Peninsula, 
trying not to make a sound. My heart pounds as I hear the initial gunshot, firing into the 
water, inches away from my exposed shoulder.  
 
We hurry to the sandy beach, trying to stay out of the eye of the troops. My friends and I 
trundle as far up the cliff as we can, the terrain is much harder climb that we originally 
thought. We dig deep trenches in the sand and in the process shoot three Turkish soldiers 
that are hiding out in the deep crevices of the cliffs. We were not supposed to land here but 
we must make it work in order to survive. 
 
My troop tells me that I must climb that rocky monster and shoot the Turkish on the hill 
because I am the smallest one here, and would not easily be easily spotted. I was unsure at 
first, but then I thought that if I do this I will certainly be a hero. I make my way up the cliff at 
the crack of dawn with my rifle. I reached the top but they have the upper hand and open fire 
on me. They shoot me three times in the leg before my friends come to my rescue. They 
transport me to the medic and she tells me that I should go home. I insist that I don’t want to. 
I don’t want to be known as the one who walked away from my mates. I chose to stay. 
 
Three days after out attempt to take over the Turkish’s space, my troop come to me and 
inform me that I have a chance to redeem myself. My eyes light up with joy. They tell me that 
they want to lure some enemies down here, so I become the bait. I think of the dangers, but 
if I get to redeem myself I may as well do it.  
 
I stand out in the open with no weapons in my hands. I see four men on the top of the cliff as 
small as ants. They raise their guns aiming in my direction. I turn to sprint into safety, 
however they are too fast. 
 
They keep firing.  
I feel weak.  
My legs start to quake.  
I can’t move a muscle and I become the perfect target…. 
 
Olivia L - Year 6 
 
 
 
 



This term the children are working hard to develop vocabulary. Vocabulary refers to the 
words we must understand to communicate effectively. There are four types of vocabulary: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Listening vocabulary refers to the words we need to 
know to understand what we hear. Speaking vocabulary consists of the words we use when 
we speak. Reading vocabulary refers to the words we need to know to understand what we 
read. Writing vocabulary consists of the words we use in writing. 
 
Vocabulary plays an important part in learning to 
read. Beginning readers must use the words they 
hear orally to make sense of the words they see in 
print. Students who hear more words spoken at 
home learn more words and enter school with better 
vocabularies. This larger vocabulary pays off 
exponentially as a child progresses through school. 
Consider, for example, what happens when a 
beginning reader comes to the word dig in a book. As 
they begin to figure out the sounds represented by 
the letters d, i, g, the reader recognises that the 
sounds make up a very familiar word that they have 
heard and said many times. It is harder for a 
beginning reader to figure out words that are not 
already part of their speaking (oral) vocabulary. 

 
Vocabulary is key to reading 
comprehension. Readers cannot 
understand what they are reading 
without knowing what most of the words 
mean. As children learn to read more 
advanced texts, they must learn the 
meaning of new words that are not part 
of their oral vocabulary. 
 

Typically, a child needs to hear a new word 4 to 12 times before it is added to their 
vocabulary. When you introduce your child to a new word, try to keep a mental note of it and 
work to use it again in your conversations with your child. It is also important to use the word 
in a variety of different contexts, wherever it applies. Don’t be afraid to throw in a word that 
you had focused on previously as well. Repeated exposure is one of the best ways to master 
new vocabulary words. Why not purchase a home dictionary or thesaurus? This is a 
fabulous way to entice your child to learn new words. In class, we are encouraging children 
to find words in their reading and tell us the meaning, use it in a sentence and at times tell us 
a non-example or what the word isn't. Remember that to learn this vocabulary, your child 
needs to read, read, read and have lots of conversations. Talk to your child about their 
reading. It is the best gift you can give them. 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 2. This will be a busy term for the students of OLQP, especially our 
Year 6 students who are busy preparing for their Religious Education Knowledge Test in 
Week 7 - Wednesday June 12. During the month of May we not only celebrate the gift of 
our Mothers and all they do for us, but May is also the month of Mary and it is during this 
month that we focus on the Mary's importance in the life of the Church and in our own lives 
as well. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite all 
mothers, grandmothers and important females in 
the lives of our children to join us at Mass this 
Friday after our Mother’s Day Breakfast. 
 
Each Thursday children from OLQP volunteer part 
of their lunch time to gather in the Prayer Garden 
and say a decade of the Rosary with the assistance 
of our some of our Year 6 Pope Francis students.  
 



I encourage you, in the month of May, to take some time out and say a decade of the Rosary 
with your family to honour Mary and the unique role she played in salvation history as the 
Mother of God, conceived without Sin, who by her own free will agreed to bring the “Word 
made flesh", (John 1:14) our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ into the world. 
 
RE Quiz 
Thank you for all those who attempted to answer last newsletter’s RE knowledge quiz. The 
answer to the Sacraments of Initiation is B - (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) 
This week’s question is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a prize for the first correct answer emailed to me.  
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis. ‘The Lord seeks everyone, He 
wants everyone to feel the warmth of His mercy and His love.”  
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" -2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Welcome back to school and Term 2. I hope that you were able to spend some quality time 
together as a family during the Easter holidays. Last Wednesday was a very special day as 
we offered an optional candle making session for parents of those participating in their First 
Reconciliation Program. I have included some photos from our sessions at both OLQP and 
SCB. Each candle was created with so much love, as jars were decorated, scents were 
chosen and wax was poured. All candles are now set and ready for collection. I would like to 
thank Fr Alfredo for coming to our sessions and blessing our candles, and Lorna and Geoff 
from Candle Supply, for their generosity of time and talent in helping us make our amazing 
candles. 
 
I would like to wish every mother within our School and Parish communities a very happy 
Mother's Day. Never forget how amazing you are and how much you are treasured within 
your families. I hope you are as spoilt on Sunday as you deserve to be! 
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator     anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
I write to you as parent(s)/guardian(s) of a candidate for the Parish First Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion Sacramental Programs in 2019. 
 
Small Group Location OLQP: OLQP Parish Hall and chapel for Sunday, Monday and 
Wednesday Groups at Parish hall and at OLQP School (enter via Westminster road school 
gate) respectively. 
Small Group Location SCB: St. Charles Borromeo Parish hall. 
 
Please check all the details and if you need to change or amend anything please let me 
know. If you have any questions, I can be contacted via sacraments@rgcp.org.au or      
9807 2966. 
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Also, our Reconciliation candidates need our prayers and support continuously. Let’s, join in 
to say this prayer in union for them. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Cindrella Francis (Cindy) 
Sacramental Co-ordinator 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
 
 
 
SPORT NEWS 

Congratulations to all students who competed in 
the Inner West Cross Country. All students 
excelled themselves showing great spirit and 
determination when representing our school. 
Congratulations to Isabel Chand-4th, Lara 
Wisemantel-1st, Lucy Mutimer-3rd, Kobe Chand-
8th, Blake Egger-9th, Hannah Kucic-4th, Charlotte 
Botolussi-6th, and Conor Dehlsen 7th who will all 
now be competing in the Regional Cross Country 
for Inner West. We wish you all luck in the next 
event. 
 

This term we are learning to focusing on all components of Athletics, getting us ready for our 
Athletics Carnival at the end of the term. 
 
Student News- Congratulations to Christian Calleija who was selected for the 
GHFA Soccer Academy. Well Done Christian! 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCH 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  
SMALL GROUP 
DAY/DATES 

FIRST COMMUNION 
SMALL GROUP  
DAY/DATES 

TIME 

 
 
OLQP CHURCH  
SMALL GROUP 
SESSIONS 

Sunday 
(May 5, 12 & 19) 

Sunday 
(October 13, 20, 27 & 
November 3) 

10:00am – 
11:00am 

Monday 
(May 6, 13 & 20) 

Monday 
(October 14, 21, 28 & 
November 4) 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

Wednesday 
(May 8, 15 & 22) 

Wednesday 
(October 16, 23, 30 & 
November 6) 

 
3:30pm – 
4:30pm 

 
 
SCB CHURCH  
SMALL GROUP 
SESSIONS 

Sunday 
(May 12, 19 & 26) 

Sunday 
(October 20, 27 & 
November 3, 10)  

9:00am – 
10:00am 

Monday 
(May 13, 20 & 27) 

Monday 
(October 21, 28 & 
November 4, 11) 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

Tuesday 
(May 14, 21 & 28) 

Tuesday 
(October 22, 29 & 
November 5, 12) 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

Wednesday 
(May 15, 22 & 29) 

Wednesday 
(October 23, 30 & 
November 6, 13) 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

 
Thursday 
(May 16, 23 & 30) 

Thursday 
(October 24, 31 & 
November 7, 14) 

3:30pm – 
4:30pm 
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MUSIC NEWS 
Welcome to Term 2! This term we will be concentrating on ‘music’ with students learning and 
refreshing lots of musical terms and practising how to use them using their bodies and 
percussion instruments. They will all also be encouraged to sing! I am very excited to 
announce that Year 5 will be participating in the ‘Let’s Sing’ CaSPA program this Term in 
Week 5, along with students from St Charles, North Ryde. The year 5 students will be 
performing a song by themselves and then singing 3 other songs with schools from all over 
Sydney! We will be contacting year 5 parents with more details very soon! 
 
Choir sessions continue during lunch time. 
 
Looking forward to inspiring your children to express themselves creatively this term! 
 

Liz Mulcare    (Music/Drama Teacher)   elizabeth.mulcare@syd.catholic.edu.au  
 
GARDEN CLUB 
Today in the garden we had a wonderful time. We harvested a 
range of peas, oranges, capsicums, and lemons and because of 
all our hard work in growing them, we got to take the fruit and 
vegetables home. The garden club is a great place to learn about 
growing your own vegetables and relax. Why not try some 
gardening with your family?  
 

Stanley Year 5 
 
P&F NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 2 - I hope everyone had an enjoyable Easter break. We kick things 
off tonight with our P&F meeting which will be held at Gladesville Sporties (in the little 
meeting room next to kitchen) commencing at 7:30pm. They’ve been kind enough to extend 
their $13 Tuesday steak night for our meeting so get up there early to enjoy. 
 
Our 2019 major fundraiser has been locked in for Saturday 27th October - plenty of time to 
book in a babysitter! 
 
Looking forward to celebrating Mother’s Day with our Breakfast/Stall/Mass this coming 
Friday. 
 

Chris Voysey   P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 

Holy Cross College Ryde 
Educating men of faith since 1891 

 
Enrolments Year 7 2020 

Closing date Friday, 31 May 2019 
To download Sydney Catholic Schools Application to Enrol Form please go to our website: 

www.holycrosscollege.org or 
Please phone 9808 1033 and speak with our Enrolment Secretary 

 

Dates for Your Attention: May 
Term 2 Week 2 Term 2 Week 3 Term 2 Week 4 

Monday 6 
Tuesday 7 Inner West Cross Country 
Wednesday 8 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the hall, P&F Meeting Sporties 7:15pm-
8:15pm 
Thursday 9 OLQP Buddy Mass Kindy & 

Year 6 
Friday 10 Mother’s Day Breakfast 

7:30am, Mother’s Day Mass OLQP 
Church 9:20am-10:20am 
Saturday 11 
Sunday 12 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14  
Wednesday 15

 
Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the Church Hall, 
Thursday 16  
Friday 17 Ignite Years 4-6 OLQP Church 

Hall 6-8pm 
Saturday 18  
Sunday 19 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 20 
Tuesday 21  
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am 

in the hall 
Thursday 23  
Friday 24  
Saturday 25  
Sunday 26 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

mailto:elizabeth.mulcare@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:chrisvoysey@hotmail.com
http://www.holycrosscollege.org/

