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Dear Parents, 
 

Last week we held a very 
moving ANZAC ceremony to 
remember and honour those 
who have served our country 
and who have worked for peace 
in our world. We pray that there 
will always be a concerted effort 
by both the leaders and citizens 
of our great nation to always 
work to bring about peace in 
ours and others' lives.  

 
We are very grateful to Mr Ray McWhinney, our 
honoured veteran who addressed the children and led 
them in the ode, for coming along and helping us to 
commemorate ANZAC day.  We would also like to 
thank the North Ryde RSL for their annual ANZAC 
donation of books.  

 
REVITALISATION UPDATE 
I'm sure by now that many of 
you have either seen, or heard 
from your children about, the 
changes that have been 
occurring over the last few 
weeks as part of our 
revitalisation project. In Oxford 
Street we now have terraced 

garden beds and freshly laid turf, with the tanks in the process of being 
screened off. Upstairs in Years 5 and 6 there are now new noticeboards. 
The greatest initiatives have been in Years 3 and 4 where doors have been 
painted, a wall pulled out, sliding doors put in, and noticeboards put up and 
double glazing windows. The next steps are to put in plants, purchase 
furniture and finish off some painting and some elements in the back 
playground which will occur over the next holidays. 
 
RYDE COUNCIL UPDATE 
We are very happy to announce that Ryde council have agreed to lay turf outside the school 
in Westminster Rd along the side of the footpath and to plant some greenery along our brick 
fence line.  We are very grateful to the council for responding to our request. 
 
Last week a team of parents and staff and Fr Greg met with RMS and Council staff to 
discuss our request for pedestrian lights at the corner of Westminster Rd and Victoria Rd 
and a pedestrian crossing outside the school, in the interim. We came to realise that for what 
seems to us relatively simple requests is actually quite complex. This being said, all parties 
could understand the reasons for our requests and submissions are being made on our 
behalf.  We will keep you informed as we receive any further information. An outcome of the 
meeting has been a directive to a local developer that their trucks must not use Westminster 
Rd as a thoroughfare to access their construction site. Again, this is something we are very 
grateful for as it was affecting both the safety of our community and the children's learning. 



 

GOOD NEWS ABOUT - SHOUT IT OUT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WINTER UNIFORMS 
 
 
 
We ask that all children are wearing their full winter uniform by Monday 21st May. As the 
weather can be very changeable at this time of the year we have this transition period for 
uniforms. Remember, whichever uniform your child wears please make sure that it is the 
whole of one uniform, not a mixture of summer and winter. The only exception to this is for 
the sports uniform. In winter, your children may wear the short sleeved shirt instead of the 
long one and just wear a jacket over this, as many children are finding it too hot with our 
weather to wear the full length shirt. Some may choose also to wear shorts instead of 
tracksuit pants; however this needs to be in keeping with the weather 
conditions. When wearing the winter uniform please note that the boys' 
shirts need to be tucked in. When they are playing it is acceptable to have 
the shirts out and sleeves rolled up, if they wish, however as soon as the 
lining up bell goes they need to tidy themselves up, rolling down sleeves and 
tucking shirts in as they walk back to their lines.  
 
ON ITS WAY to OLQP  

SPELLATHON TIME IS HERE AGAIN! Get those dictionaries and word 

lists out and start practising.  Further details will soon be coming your 
way! 
 

DANCE FEVER! Dust off your dancing shoes for we are going to be dancing up a 

storm with Dance Fever in Term 3.  
 

 Planning is under way.  I wonder how many steps you will do? If any 
parents are keen to be part of the planning committee for this, please 
contact our P&F President, Jacqui Wisemantel. 

 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Welcome back to Term 2, this will be a busy term for the students of 
OLQP, especially our Year 6 students who are currently preparing for the 
sacrament of Confirmation which will be held on Sunday June 24th as well 
as preparing for their Religious Education Knowledge Test on Wednesday 
June 13th. 
 
I want to give a huge thank you to the wonderful efforts to the OLQP 
students. Together we raised close to $700 for Caritas Australia through 
Project Compassion this year. 

 
This week we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord, which is when Jesus 
ascended into heaven to be with his Father. Scripture tells us, that Jesus was seen for 
forty days on earth before he ascended into heaven to be "seated at the right hand of God 
the Father." 
 
Please join us at our Whole School Mass on Thursday 24th June at 12pm celebrating the 
Feast of Mary Help of Christians, Australia’s Patron Saint. 

  
I love how you 

know every 

child's name. 

The Years 5 and 6 camp was 

amazing…as are the teachers 

that went on camp. The lengths 

they go to for our children are 

incredible! 



 

I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis. ‘Joyfully performing works of 
charity for those who are suffering in mind and body, is the most authentic way to live the 
Gospel.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Building Children's Literacy Success - READ READ READ - 
Parents and carers are key players in children's reading. They work 
together best when there is joy and happiness around reading. This 
happiness and success can transfer into the classroom and it may 
make a clear difference to children's opportunity for successes. 
 

Reading encompasses many parts of home life – reading for 
enjoyment (magazines, newspapers, novels), reading for life skills 
(letters, bills, labels on cooking products, recipes) – reading for 
safety (signs, medications etc). 
 
Reading is an important part of life. 
 

Here are some strategies, which may assist you with your 
children: 
● Reading routines Reading is best when it takes place in a calm 

and comfortable environment.  
●  It is important to introduce the book – we call that Book 

Orientation. Look at the picture and title and discuss what the 
child thinks the book may be about. Ask the child whether they 
think the book may be factual (true) or fiction (make believe). Ask 
them why they think this. (Clues may be the title, or the types of 
pictures in the text.) Flick through the pages and together find 
words which may be difficult. Share these words and their 
meanings before the child attempts to read the text. These 
strategies help to take away anxiety about new texts. 

● Share the Reading. It is OK to have the child reading along and echo-reading behind 
you. This supports a struggling reader who finds reading a challenge – it provides them 
with good role modelling and an opportunity to experience success when reading. This 
positive experience can change the child's thoughts about themselves as a reader. 

● When the reading material is other than a school reader, allow the child to select the 
book. Let the child take responsibility for choosing their own book - We want the child to 
make informed choices when it comes to books and we want to find ways to celebrate the 
choices they make. Your child may choose a book that's beyond their reading level but, 
as an adult and a parent or carer, it's important that we give the child access to that.  
When they choose such a book it may mean just reading through, flicking through the 
pages and talking about illustrations. It might mean reading the first chapter and having 
the child read the second; or even reading one paragraph, the child reading the next. We 
need to find ways of giving the child access to the books that they're choosing to read. 
Talking about the illustrations or the content of the text may do this. You can also access 
online reading and audio books to allow the child to access books beyond their reading 
level. 

● When a child struggles with a word, resist the temptation to be a "Word Factory" and 
immediately give them the word. Say things like, 'Go back to the beginning', 'Have 
another look at that', 'Does that make sense?' These are the sorts of strategies that assist 
the child to become an independent reader and help their own development of 
comprehension strategies. 

● Structural language is also important. Parents and carers can emphasise this by 
taking notice of the punctuation - stopping at full stops and pausing at commas makes a 
difference to the way we read and hear the content of the message of the text. Getting 
excited at exclamation marks (!) or loud when they are used as commands (STOP 
THAT!) can make reading fun. Structural language can also alter the context in which 
reading occurs. Put fun and enjoyment back into it. Do not be scared to use funny voices 
or to use a voice for a particular character. 
 



 

● Share jokes; read newspapers; read the things that you love to read; a magazine that 
you've picked up off the shelf, labels, recipes, instructions for games. Your ten minutes 
reading together may just prove how important reading is for enjoyment, life skills 
and fun! There is no right book, there's only access into many books and parents can 
help children get really excited about that possibility. 
 

It is important to remember, that teachers can provide assistance if you want to 
know more about how best to support your child. If you have any questions or 
concerns with your child’s home reading, please make an appointment to see 
your class teacher or myself. 
 
In the following weeks I will be familiarising you with the important reading 
comprehension strategies that are explicitly taught in the classroom. 
 
UNIFORM REMINDER: Please ensure that all students are in the correct winter uniform 
from next Monday. This includes correct sports socks, neat and tidy hair that is tied back for 
girls and of a acceptable length for boys. 
 I draw your attention to the uniform section from the parent handbook. 

● Girls’ tunics are to be worn at knee length 
● No jewellery is to be worn to school, other than small stud/sleeper earrings and 

watches  
● Nail polish is not to be worn  
● All shoulder length hair, and longer, is to be tied back 
● Only hair accessories in school colours and of a reasonable size are to be worn 
● Only natural hair colours are permissible 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
 

Looking forward to another exciting term of learning. 
 

Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Children’s Liturgy - EVERY SUNDAY- Assistant needed. 
The Children’s Liturgy team would love your help. No 
experience is necessary. At the beginning of Mass the 
children are invited to go to the hall with the team for 20 
minutes. During this special time, the children are led through 
prayers and readings. Each session an activity is completed which they take home to 
share with their family. If you are interested or require more information please email me on 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au. You are most welcome to come join us next Sunday and 
see how it works. 
 

May is such a beautiful month. The whole month is dedicated to 
our Blessed Lady, Mother of God. Mary is our loving mother. Her 
maternal heart is full of love and mercy for her beloved children. 
She is always waiting for us to turn to her for her motherly 
guidance. She constantly presents all our prayers to her dear 
son, Jesus. Mary is known as the “Gate of Heaven”. 

 

We need to pray the Rosary every single day during the month of May. If you cannot pray 
the entire rosary with dedication, pray at least one decade with all your heart, and if a 
decade is not possible, recite at least one Hail Mary with complete devotion. 
Hail Mary, Gentle Woman sung by Angelina. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85tfBBmbuMc 
 

Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 

PARISH NEWS 
Confirmation - Rite of Commitment - The Confirmation candidate accompanied by a 
parent/guardian must attend this evening. This will be held on Thursday 10th May from 7 - 
8pm in the OLQP Church or Tuesday 15th May from 7 - 8pm in St Charles Church. You are 
able to attend whichever evening is more suitable for you. For any questions or queries 
please contact Judith Morrissey sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 

Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
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COMPASS IS COMING 
 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, Compass is coming in Term 2. Compass is a web-
based system allowing you to access up-to-date and meaningful information about our 
school and your child’s progress. Compass includes many different features, including the 
ability to: 
 
• Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 
• Communicate with your child’s teachers, and update your family contact details 
• View the school calendar 
• Download and view your child’s semester reports   
• Book parent-teacher conferences 
 
Compass is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, 
Safari) or by using the Compass iOS or Android apps. Search for ‘Compass School 
Manager’ in the store. Alternatively, if you are having trouble finding the Compass link you 
can go to http://schools.compass.edu.au where you can search for and find our school’s 
direct URL.  We ask that you download this app prior to our parent workshop. 
 
Every family will receive a separate login to Compass which will be provided to you by our 
school in Week 4 of Term 2. Your log-in details will come home in a sealed envelope. Your 
details are confidential. Should the envelope be unsealed, please contact the school to have 
your log-in details reset.  
 
Important dates regarding the launch of Compass at Our Lady Queen of Peace in 
Week 4, Term 2: 
Monday 21st May - Compass launch and family login details sent home in a sealed envelope. 
Wednesday 23rd May - Skool Bag app will discontinue. 
Thursday 24th May - 9:15am - 10:15am Parent Information Sessions on Compass  
Thursday 24th May - 7:00pm - 8:00pm Parent Information Sessions on Compass (repeat of 
am session) 
 
Dominica Boydell 
Compass Team 
 

 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 2. I'm not sure where that 
time has gone, but I do know the children are excited 
and keen for another great term. Now that our Winter 
sports are all in full swing, don't forget to send 
photo's and emails letting me know any stories of 
courage, commitment or great sportsmanship so I 
can share it with our school community. 
 
Yesterday saw the running of the Zone Cross 
Country. We were lucky enough to have 31 talented 
runners represent our school. Incredibly most of our 
runners finished in the top 20 which is an amazing 
achievement 
 
A HUGE congratulations to Lucy Mutimer who ran 4th and has progressed to the Regional 
Carnival in Miranda. Also a special mention goes to Maddison Sherry, Marin Matek and 
Helena Allshorn who are reserves for this event. I was very proud of your efforts, behaviour 
and sportsmanship throughout the day. 
 
 
 
 

http://schools.compass.edu.au/


 

 
 
We wish Georgia Andrianakos lots of luck as she travels to Canberra on Friday to trial for the 
Mackillop soccer team. We are all very proud of you too, Georgia. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher  
melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 
The Term 2 P&F meeting will be held in the library tonight Wednesday 10th May starting at 
7.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Also, we have the Mother’s Day Breakfast starting at 7.30am in the playground this Friday 
followed by the school Mother’s Day liturgy. The Year 6 parents have been busy organising 
a great morning for our mum’s, grandmothers and aunties. It’s a wonderful morning for the 
children to celebrate the amazing ladies in their lives….and we have the Dad’s cooking up 
breakfast for all. The Mother’s Day stall will also be held on Friday morning after the 
breakfast and liturgy. Please ensure you have returned your forms and money so your 
children are able to purchase a gift. The Year 5 class have organised this year’s stall and 
there are some great Mother’s Day presents for the children to choose from. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful and relaxing Mother’s Day for Sunday. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel   P&F President   Jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
Hello parents and students welcome back to Term 2. Now that winter is coming, I want to 
share with you our delicious lean mince hamburgers that we have available in our canteen. 
We have cheese burgers with beef, cheese and tomato sauce hamburgers with beef, lettuce 
and tomato, chicken burgers with mayo and lettuce; chicken schnitzel rolls with mayo and 
lettuce. The beef burgers are $4.80 and chicken burgers $4.30. 
 
We have a meal deal coming soon, including any burger and a drink. There will be flyers 
coming out soon with the price for this promotion. 
 
I will be selling over the counter cups of warm noodles at recess for $1.00. 
 
Just a reminder if your child wants fruit salad it must be ordered in the morning so it is cut 
fresh, it will not be sold over the counter. 
 
I look forward to serving your children warm and healthy food throughout the coming winter 
months. 
 
Donna Robinson 
Canteen Manager 
 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: May 
Term 2 Week 2 Term 2 Week 3 Term 2 Week 4 

Monday 7  
Tuesday 8  
Wednesday 9 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the Church Hall, P & F Meeting 7pm in the 
OLQP Byron Library 
Thursday 10 Confirmation – Right of 

Commitment Evening 7-8pm 
Friday 11 Prayer Assembly 2:45pm 

Monday 14 
Tuesday 15  
Wednesday 16 Playgroup 9-10:30am in the 

Church Hall 
Thursday 17  
Friday 18 Ignite Years 4-6 OLQP Church 

Monday 21  
Tuesday 22 
Wednesday 23 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the Church Hall 
Thursday 24 Our Lady Help of Christian 

Feast Day Mass K – 6, 12pm 
Friday 25 Prayer Assembly 2:45pm 
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