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Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome back to Term 2. We hope that you all had a restful break and enjoyed celebrating 
Jesus’ Resurrection with your families. We particularly welcome back two familiar students, 
Anika and Marin in Year 5, and their families who have returned to OLQP after a short break 
away from us. We are delighted to have them back in our community. We also welcome into 
our community Fr Peter Kwak, our new Assistant Priest. Fr Richard introduced Fr Peter to 
our school last Wednesday and the staff and students welcomed him at our gathering time 
after lunch. We are really looking forward to getting to know Fr Peter and for him to share his 
gifts and talents with us whilst he helps us further develop our faith. Fr Peter will be around 
the school at various times  with different classes, he will celebrate Masses and liturgies with 
us and be involved in Ignite so please introduce yourself to him and extend the OLQP 
welcoming spirit that is very strong in our community. 
 
Did you know that Easter for Christians is not just one day, but rather a 50-day period? The 
season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and ends on 
Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see 
Acts 2). This extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means when 
we say Christ is risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms and how through 
this sacrament we are, according to the liturgy, “incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of 
salvation.” As “Easter people,” we also celebrate and ponder the birth of the Church and gifts 
of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we are to live as faithful disciples of Christ.  Over this 
period you might like to pray the following prayer, which helps us to begin to reflect more on 
what the whole season is about.  

                            A Prayer for Easter Eyes 

My Lord, Jesus, 
You have risen to New Life! 
Give me new eyes with which to recognise 
your presence in the world around me. 
Sharpen my vision so that I see beyond the ordinary 
events of each day  
and into the extraordinary reality of your grace. 
Brighten my view of the world with renewed hope in the coming of your Kingdom. 
Soften my gaze so that I view others with the kind of tenderness and compassion 
you showed to so many. 
May each day of this Easter season provide glimpses of your glory.  
In your sacred name, I pray. 
                                                       Amen 

 
INDUCTION FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers assist in a wholesome education experience for our students and we welcome 
your interest and generosity in wanting to be involved. 
 
As a school we take the safety of the children in our care seriously. We are also committed 
to the safety of our volunteers. To support this, Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) has a 
process to engage our Volunteers.  
 
All persons wishing to volunteer will need to apply, and undertake the appropriate induction 
process prior to being approved.  
 
 
 



 

If you wish to apply to volunteer you must: 

 Engage in the appropriate induction provided by the School; 

 Complete the SCS Safe Schools Expectations Undertaking: Volunteers;  (most 
parents and close family members fall into this category) 

 Complete the SCS Contractor/Volunteer “Working with Children” Form (if applicable).  
 
Volunteers include anyone who assists, or would like to assist, with not only classroom 
based activities, but also activities such as excursions, carnivals, gala days, library 
assistance, canteen, sports training, family educator initiatives that involve the children etc.   
 
Our 2017 induction sessions for anyone who fits into this ‘volunteer category’ are as follows: 
 
Wednesday 10th May:  6:45pm - 7:15pm   
                                      (This session will take place just prior to our P& F meeting)  
Friday 12th May:           2:30pm – 3:00pm  
Wednesday 17th May:  9:00am – 9:30am 
 
It is a system wide policy that we will only be able to accept your offers of help if you have 
completed these Safe Schools Expectations.  Even if you do not currently volunteer for 
anything but think there is a possibility that you might throughout the year, then this induction 
session is also for you. Please note that volunteers are permitted to attend the school, and 
engage with students, only at the permission and discretion of the Principal.  
 
We thank you for your support in ensuring a safe learning environment for our students and 
the safe work place for our volunteers.  
 
WINTER UNIFORM 
From next Monday, May 8, all students are required to be wearing their Winter School 
uniform. Boys’ shirts need to be tucked in so they do not hang below their jumpers. Ties 
need to be worn by both girls and boys.  Black polished shoes are also a part of the uniform.  
Hair that is shoulder length or longer needs to be tied back.  We also ask that you ensure 
that your child’s hair does not hang over their eyes in order for them to be able to read and 
write without hindrance to their sight. 
 
ANZAC CEREMONY  

Last Monday Mr Ray McWhinney from North Ryde RSL 
club joined with us to commemorate ANZAC day. Along 
with staff and students he led the whole school, who were 
gathered around our flag pole, to reflect not only on what 
it meant to be an ANZAC and what great courage these 
men and women had but to also think and pray for a 
world that does not ever witness war again. Following are 

some comments from our younger students in response 

to this commemoration service and talking with Mr 
McWhinney.  
 
I told Mr McWhinney that my Grandpa fought in the War. 
ANZACS fought in war because they had courage.   
Lorenzo  
 
We asked Mr McWhinney questions about ANZAC Day. In the war the 

ANZACS fought in the trenches and it was terrible in the trenches.    Isabella  
 
ANZAC Day is when we remember the soldiers that have died in wars. Mr 
McWhinney marched in the parade.   Fedor  
 
I heard “The Last Post” being played in the ceremony.    Bruce  
 
I asked Mr McWhinney where he got his badges from?     James  
 
We respect the soldiers who fought in the war for our peace. We respect the 
soldiers who died for us and we feel sorry for them – Nicholas  



 

ANZAC day is about a war that started a long, long time ago. We wear poppies to remember 
humans who have died in wars. In World War I 60 000 Australian humans died. In World 
War II 40 000 humans died. They chose poppies because they were the first flowers to grow 
in spring. You get badges for surviving in war. The Victoria Cross medal is for bravery. On 
ANZAC day there is a big parade for soldiers who were in war. Humans gave ANZAC 
cookies to soldiers who lived in the war. ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps.                                           Ruby -Year 2 
 
REVITALISATION PROJECT 
Last week all students were given the opportunity to participate in ‘ideation’ sessions. 
Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas. 
We believe it is important that if we are designing contemporary learning spaces for children 
that it is important that they have input into what they believe creates ideal learning spaces 
for them. It was a wonderful process to be involved in and I enjoyed hearing all the incredible 
ideas that were shared with me - from stairs in the classroom leading to a disco loft to quiet, 
individual workstations; and from water features to ‘ fresh air’ learning spaces!  There were 
hundreds of ideas given and the children engaged seriously with this, knowing their ideas 
counted. A number of suggestions surprised us and others were things that we, as teachers 
had not considered ourselves, so their input is going to be highly valuable to this project. All 
the ideas have been collated and throughout this revitalisation project all the children, along 
with assistance from our SRC, will continue to be involved and consulted. I’ll leave you with 
one comment on the recording sheets that brought a smile to my face when collating the 
ideas: 
 
Enrolment Time 
All applications for next year’s Kindergarten need to be received by 
the end of May as we are now undertaking our enrolment interviews.  
If you have a little one starting school next year and haven't yet 
picked up your enrolment pack please do so as soon as possible or 
alternatively download the enrolment form from the school website. If 
you know of any families who have a child starting school please 
encourage them to contact the school in order to obtain an enrolment 
package or direct them to our website for the enrolment forms. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Welcome back to Term 2, hoping you all had a peaceful and Holy 
Easter. This will be a busy term for the students of OLQP, especially 
our Year 6 students who are currently preparing for the sacrament of 
Confirmation which will be held on May 26 and 27 at the OLQP 
church. Our Year 6 students are also preparing for the Religious 
Education Knowledge Test, which they will sit on Wednesday June 
14. 
 

I want to give a huge thank you to the wonderful efforts to the OLQP students. Together we 
raised over $900 for Caritas Australia through Project Compassion this year. 
 
At the end of last term we had a very moving farewell for Fr Daniel and it was a delight to 
see some OLQP faces at his final farewell mass held at St Charles. I would like to like to 
take this opportunity to welcome Fr Peter Kwak to the Ryde Gladesville Parish and look 
forward to working with him at OLQP. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis. ‘The presence of Jesus can be 
communicated through our lives and the language of gratuitous and concrete love.’ 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 



 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Year 5/6 Excursion to Canberra 
As you are aware, our Year 5 and Year 6 students participated in 
an educational tour of Canberra at the end of Term 1. This 
provided an opportunity for the students to experience a variety of 
educational programs with a focus on Australia's history, culture, 
heritage and democracy. 
 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to 
visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in 
meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government will contribute funding of $20 
per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program. This rebate will be 
paid directly to the school. This rebate was taken into account when calculating the cost of 
the excursion. 
 

As a follow up activity to this excursion the 
students in Year 6 had the chance during 
art time to recreate the artwork ‘’Blue 
Poles’’. Blue Poles (painted in 1952) is 
illustrated by Jackson Pollock and has 
found its home at the National Gallery of 

Australia in Canberra. The National Gallery of Australia (NGA) paid 1.3 million 
dollars for it, but now it is worth 350 million dollars. 
 
We tried 3 different art techniques: flicking, splashing and dripping. Our Year 6 student 
teacher taught us this lesson and taught us some history of Jackson Pollock and other 
abstract artists.                                                    Stage 3 - Abstract Art by Joey  
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
Cross Country On Tuesday March 2nd, 32 participants were involved 
in the Zone Cross Country Carnival. The day was a great success with 
everyone having fun, trying their best and being a great sport. We 
were lucky enough to have three children make it to the next level. 

Congratulations to Finn Leary Yr 3 who 
came 3rd, Lucy Mutimer Yr 3 who came 6th 
and Zara Chand Yr 6 who came 6th. Big 
thanks go to Mrs Cooper (Sport Coordinator) 
and Mr Hayes (Assistant Principal). Also thanks to the parents who 
came to cheer us on. Without them the day wouldn’t be possible. 
Overall everyone was supporting one another, trying their best and 
holding their heads high at the finish line. 
Thank you for the great day!  

 
House Captains - Jake Jones (Dawson Captain),  
                                 Emily  Bortolussi (Xavier Captain) and Zara Chand (Walsh Captain) 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Playgroup Wednesday 9am - 10.30am in Church Hall 
Welcome back to all our families at playgroup. A new family from 
the parish commenced this week and we are very happy to 
welcome Celeste 9mths and her brother Ephraim 4years old. I’m 
sure, together with your mum, you will enjoy many hours at 
playgroup.  
 
If you have a child aged under 5 years old you are most welcome to join us. There are many 
benefits for these playgroup sessions at OLQP - an opportunity for the children to socialise 
with other children of similar ages, to learn and play cooperatively through music, group time 
and free play. It also gives parents, grandparents and carers an opportunity to build 
relationships with other parents and parishioners. 
 
 



 

Kindy Parent and Kindy Child SPaR Wednesday 10th May 2.30pm 
All parents and grandparents are invited to join us in the kindergarten classroom and 
together with your child/grandchild we will celebrate Mother’s Day in prayer. Your child will 
soon bring home an invitation. 
 
Donation of toiletries - Confirmation Day of Preparation 
As part of the Day of Preparation for our Confirmation candidates on 
Friday 26 May, we will be putting together toiletry packs which will be 
given to a representative of Sydney Night Patrol on the day. If you are 
able to assist in donating either one item or many it would be very much 
appreciated. Please drop off items in your child’s classroom no later than 
Thursday 25 May. 
 
Male items can include- razor, deodorant, soap or body wash, tissues, toothpaste, 
toothbrush, comb and shampoo. 
Female items can include- deodorant, soap or body wash, face wipes, sanitary items, 
tissues, toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, shampoo, conditioner and moisturiser. 
 
“Everytime you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful 
thing” 
Mother Teresa. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Confirmation Program, the Confirmation program commences on Sunday 30 April at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace. Please keep the candidates and their families in your prayers. If you 
have any enquiries contact Judith sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
POPE FRANCIS AWARD PROGRAM 
“Dear Young People, we did not come into the world to 'vegetate' ... We came for another reason: to 

leave a Mark.” - Pope Francis WYD 2016 
 
These famous words from Pope Francis are guiding our students through our school’s first 
year implementing the Pope Francis Award Program.  
 
The service program is being offered to Year 6 students in a range of schools across the 
Archdiocese of Sydney and is aimed at involving students in their local parish and to 
encourage students to reflect and pray about the significance of volunteer service.  
It involves students completing: 
 

● 20 hours of voluntary service in their parish (10 hours) and school (10 hours) 
● Attending a monthly formation and mentoring session designed to enable students 

to deepen their understanding of the significance of their service and embed a 
practice of prayer within their service 

 
Fifteen of our students from Year 6 joined with a group of St Charles’ students to attend the 
official launch of the program at St Charles Ryde on Friday. The eager students from the two 
schools got to know each other by playing some team balloon games and then participated 
in their first mentoring session. They had a chance to reflect on why they are offering their 
time, what they hope to achieve and how they feel about the commitment which they have 
made. 

 
We are proud of these students who have decided to 
give up their time to serve our community and make a 
difference! 
 
Students: Lucas, Nicholas, Jake, Joey, James, Luca, 
Bradley, Victoria, Anais, Charli, Jessica, Angelina, 
Zara, Emily B, Phoenix, Olivia (Absent), Ava (Absent) 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:sacraments@rgcp.org.au
mailto:sacraments@scbolqp.org.au


 

Please keep them in your prayers throughout the year as we all know that serving brings us 
many rewards but it can also be challenging.  
 
Ivana Dzambo   Year 5 Teacher 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 2. Your children have settled in beautifully and are participating in 
Sports lessons with enthusiasm and great sportsmanship. This term sees the beginning of 
Co-ordination, locomotion and balance along with the skills associated with our school 
athletics carnival. 
 
Tuesday saw the running of the Inner West Cross Country with 32 participants from OLQP. 
All of school tried extremely hard and did their best with a very tough course in North Ryde. 
With approximately 45 competitors ran in each race so a very big congratulations must go to 
Zara Chand who finished 6th, Lucy Mutimer 6th and Finn Leary 3rd who have progressed to 
Regional level. Only the top 8 have this opportunity. 
 
Good Luck also to Georgia Andrianakos who is trailing in The Sydney Soccer team to 
progress to the Mackillop Team.  
 
Melissa Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
Welcome to Term 2 
The stages below will be studying the following topics in music 
this term: 
ES1- Rhythm- long and short notes. 
S1- Tempo- faster and slower. 
S2- Musical-‘It happened when’- Early Australian Settlement Music S2 performance. 
S3- The Concepts of Rock- composing and performing. 
Year 5 have been invited to participate in CaSPA (Catholic School Performing Arts) on 
Wednesday June 28, 2017 at Southern Cross College. 
Our OLQP Choir will continue to rehearse every Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
The OLQP Parents & Friends Association will be meeting at the school library next 
Wednesday May 10 from 7:15pm for 7.30pm start. This is the perfect opportunity to hear 
about what is happening around the school and discuss issues that are important to all of us. 
If there is anything you would like to have discussed in the meeting, agenda items can be 
emailed to Susannah Hartigan susannahhartigan72@gmail.com or via the school office, 
please ensure all items are received by Friday May 5. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
We will also be celebrating all of the wonderful Mothers and Grandmothers in the OLQP 
community this month. Children will have the opportunity to purchase gifts at the Mother’s 
Day stall, and we also invite families to join us at the Mother’s Day breakfast on Friday 
May 12 from 7.30am. More information about both of these events will be sent home with 
children this week. 
 
Also, don’t forget that the OLQP major fundraiser for parents will be held on Saturday 
October 21, please put the date in your diaries!! Further information on ticket sales and how 
you can support the event will be sent out in the coming weeks. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS  
DRAMA SCENE - TERM 2 DRAMA CLASSES - Would your child like to join 
our Drama group this term? Classes start May 5 and we have a couple of 
spots open for Friday lunchtimes K-2 and 3-6 to join. The Term 2 enrolment 
is online at www.dramascene.com.au Cost: 1 child $110.00 inc GST/2nd 
child $100 Enquiries: Contact Stephanie Waites on 0407 235 914.00. 
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Dates for Your Attention: May 

Save the Date – Wednesday 24th Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day Mass 12pm.  
Followed by Family Picnic & Games Monash Oval 

Term 2 Week 2 Term 2 Week 3 Term 2 Week 4 

Monday 1 
Tuesday 2   
Wednesday 3 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 

hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh Room 
2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 4 
Friday 5  
Saturday 6 Confirmation Enrolment Mass 

5pm 
Sunday 7 Confirmation Enrolment Mass 

9am & Children’s Liturgy 
 

Monday 8 
Tuesday 9  NAPLAN Language 

Conventions and Writing 
Wednesday 10  Reading Playgroup 9-

10.30am in the hall,  
Kindy SPaR in Classroom - Mother’s Day 
Theme 2.30pm-3pm,  
Parent Volunteers Workshop 6.45-
7.15pm,  
P & F Meeting 7.30pm 
Thursday 11 NAPLAN Numeracy 
Friday 12 Mother’s Day Breakfast from 

7:30am, Mother’s Day Liturgy 9:00am, 
Mother’s Day stall  after the Liturgy 
Saturday 13 Confirmation cards to be 

returned at Mass 5pm 

Monday 15 
Tuesday 16 
Wednesday 17 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 18 
Friday 19  
Saturday 20 Confirmation Commissioning 

Mass 5pm 
Sunday 21 Family Mass led by Year 2, 

Confirmation Commissioning Mass 9am 
 


