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Dear Parents, 
 
As this is the last newsletter before the end of Term 1, I would like to thank all families for 
their support of myself and the staff over the first term. Our OLQP team have come together 
on a number of different occasions to support the school and children. It has certainly been a 
very busy yet joyous and rewarding Term where all our children have thrived, especially our 
new students. Thank you all. 
 
I’d like to wish all families a relaxing holiday break and hope that 
all families get the opportunity to take part in the various Easter 
liturgies (see Mass times below) but also get the chance to have 
at least a few days off work. I look forward to welcoming you all 
back to Term 2 on Monday 29th April. 
 
Thank you to Mel Cooper, the staff and her band of parents that assisted at the Cross-
Country carnival last Friday. It was a fantastic event well supported by a large crowd of 
parents and grandparents. I’m sorry I couldn’t get there until the very end but the children 
have informed me that it was again a wonderful school event. 
 
Thank you also to Leah Camarsh and Anne Bortolussi who facilitated the first Stage 3 
Mother/Daughter Book Club event. Please see Anne’s report for more information. 
 
I am sure that parents would be happy to know that our old classroom furniture was 
collected on Monday and sent to St Catherine Laboure Parish, Gymea to be placed in a 
container and sent to Fiji for distribution to a range of schools via Mission Australia. 
 
P & F MEETING: TERM 2 DATE 
A date for your diary: The Term 2 P & F Meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 7th 
May, 7pm at the Gladesville Sporties Club. It would be great to see a large crowd again. 
Thank you 
 
PICK-UP ZONE NAME CARDS 
Please call the school office if any family needs another pick-up zone family name card. 
There are a large number of cars that are not displaying their family name which in effect 
slows down the collection process. 
 
NAPLAN TEST 2019 
Children in Years 3 and 5 will take part in the Naplan testing during Term 2 from Tuesday 
14th to Thursday 16th May. More information to follow. 
 
CHANGE OF UNIFORM TERM 2 
The transition into our winter school uniform will take place at the beginning or term 2. A 
reminder that if the weather is quite cold in the first two weeks, children may begin to wear 
their winter school uniform. The official change from summer to winter uniform takes place 
after the Mother’s Day weekend and all children need to be in their full winter school uniform 
beginning Monday 13th May (Week 3, Term 2). 
 
SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 
All fee accounts are now OVERDUE and need to be paid as soon as possible. Fee accounts 
can now be paid in one lump sum, by Term or paid off with regular payments over the year. 
If parents are facing financial difficulties or need to pay their fees off each fortnight they are 
asked to make an appointment to meet with the Principal to confidentially discuss payment 
options. 
 



NITS 
There has been another increase in children and families being impacted by Nits. Nits are a 
very difficult bug to manage so I urge all parents to regularly check your children’s hair for 
any eggs or nits and keep children at home until their hair has been treated and all eggs etc 
have been removed. There are a number of treatments available on the internet including 
various Nitbuster information sheets. The conditioner approach is also very effective but any 
treatment as many of you know becomes a whole family approach which include the 
washing of all bedding etc. on a regular basis which can become quite frustrating. We all 
need to work together to manage this outbreak. Please be aware parents will be contacted 
by the office staff if we find children affected by nits. 
 
PARISH PRIEST REFERENCES 2019 
The Parish Office has asked us to please notify Parents that when filling out their forms for 
obtaining the Priest’s reference to specifically state the correct full name of the Parish being 
Ryde-Gladesville Catholic Parish (not written as St Charles Borromeo Parish). 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
HARMONY DAY 
I dream a world 
I dream a world where all differences are accepted. I dream a world where 
wrong becomes right and unjust becomes just. I dream a world that lives 
in harmony and portrays kindness. For this to happen you must teach 
others to live according to happiness. You are the rock that drops in the 
pond and creates the ripple. The ripple of kindness. A simple action can 
have this effect. Harmony Day calls us to celebrate our diversity, and to 
always respect our differences. 
 
What does it mean to live in harmony? If people are living in harmony with each other, they 
are living together peacefully rather than fighting or arguing. Do you think harmony is present 
in our world?  No? Well, this is why Harmony Day was created- to address issues relating to 
harmony- issues like discrimination towards genders, religions, opinions, skin colours and 
races. You are called to accept each other’s differences and unique characteristics. 
Harmony Day expands awareness of accepting and being kind to one another. 
  
Mark Twain once said ‘kindness is the language that the blind can see and 
the deaf can hear.’ When everyone is kind, everyone is happy. Do you think 
that our world is happy? Everyone must have a purpose and we believe 
that it is to be kind. Being kind is like a root of the tree and the root keeps 
the tree healthy. We only have one world and we must treat everyone and 
everything on it kindly and with respect. 
 
Kindness and harmony starts with you. You influence others. You control 
your actions. You can make a difference. As leaders of our future 
generation we have a voice and a message to deliver. We need to live as 
one.  
  
By Isabel, Cleo and Angela – Year 6 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Throughout Lent, we are constantly reminded of God's mercy, 
healing and forgiving love. As we move towards Holy Week, 
beginning with Palm Sunday, reflect upon Jesus’ triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem and culminating with Jesus’ crucifixion on Good 
Friday and resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

 
As Holy Week occurs during the first week of school holidays, the students of OLQP will be 
reflecting upon the events of Holy Week next week, Week 11. On the last day of school for 
Term 1, Friday April 12 the students of Years 5 and 6 will re-enact the Stations of the Cross 
starting at 2:20 pm on the top playground. I would like to extend an invitation to all parents, 
grandparents and carers to join us in this special liturgical event. 
 
 



RE QUIZ 
It was great to have so many people ask and offer answers to last newsletter’s question. The 
part of the Mass we offer people the sign of peace is C - Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 
This newsletter’s question is: 
 
The Sacraments of Initiation are: 
 

A. Eucharist, Marriage and Holy Orders 
B. Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist 
C. Baptism, Marriage and Anointing of the Sick 
D. Confirmation, Penance and Anointing of the Sick  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy and Holy 
Easter and leave you with the words of Pope Francis. “If we do not listen to the voice of 
the Lord, our hearts become like soil without water. That is why the Lord says: 
"Harden not your hearts". 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Last Wednesday our OLQP Playgroup had its Term 1 Excursion to Playgroup NSW's 
World's Biggest Playgroup at the Maritime Museum. After all of the rain lately, we were 
blessed with a beautiful sunny day for our bus trip into the city, followed by a morning of fun 
with bubbles, play-doh, sand, feathers and glue.  Playgroup resumes as normal in the parish 
hall this Wednesday between 9:00 -10:30am. 

Last Wednesday we also launched our Stage 3 Mother-Daughter 
Bookclub. It was a really enjoyable evening, building connections 
between daughters and their mothers. Special thanks to Mrs Camarsh 
for leading our discussion, which provided some impressive insights 
from our students. We have chosen our next book and our Mother-
Daughter Bookclub will meet again in Term 2. All Stage 3 Mothers & 

daughters are invited to join us. This Thursday we have our Year 6 & Kindy Buddy Mass. 
After Mass, all Kindy parents are invited to join me for a catch up morning tea in our library. I 
am looking forward to this very much. 
 
The end of first term is now in sight, with the school holidays providing a valuable opportunity 
for families to pause, unwind and reconnect after a busy eleven weeks at school. Palm 
Sunday is on the first weekend of the holidays. All children will soon receive a Palm Sunday 
kit, including a palm to make at home and bring to Mass next Sunday. A note outlining all 
details regarding our special Palm Sunday Mass is also contained within this kit. Please 
direct all enquiries regarding Mass to our Parish Office. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all families within our School and Parish 
communities, a very Blessed and Happy Easter. Remember to slow down, be present and 
really enjoy each other's company. 
 
Anne Bortolussi     Family Educator     anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Parishioners can register online to receive daily e-news and the weekly Bulletin by email. 
Just go to the Parish website at www.rgcp.org.au and fill in the subscription details on the 
right hand side. 
 
Easter Mass Times 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation - St Charles Borromeo – Wednesday 17th April @ 7:30pm 
Easter 
Holy Thursday - St Charles Borromeo 7:30pm, OLQP - 7:30pm 
Good Friday - Stations of the Cross SCB & OLQP - 10am - Passion SCB & OLQP - 3pm 
Easter Vigil - OLQP 6:30pm SCB - 7pm followed by Supper 
Easter Sunday Mass as normal Mass times 
 
Italian Mass at OLQP - 10:45am 

mailto:anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au
http://www.rgcp.org.au/


 
QLQP Church AV Operators 
If you are in Year 6 and would like to help operate the AV system at OLQP Church. Training 
will be offered on Wednesday 10th April at 3:30pm - 4:30pm. To register please email 
manager@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 

Another successful day at our school Cross Country.  All children 
participated with enthusiasm and sportsmanship.  Congratulations 
to Dawson who were the winners on the day.  Thank you to the 
parent helpers, we could not run an event like this if we didn't have 
you there. 
The School Cross Country team will be announced this week and 
training will be during the holiday if you would like to participate. 

Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
DOGS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 
As a school community we have been very responsible in adhering to the legislation 
regarding dogs on school property. We have many new families who may not be familiar 
with the legislation, the Companion Animals Act 1998. For their benefit and as a timely 
reminder for us all, the relevant parts of S14 “Dogs prohibited in some public places” are 
reproduced below: 
 
(1)  Dogs are prohibited in the following places (whether or not they are leashed or 
 otherwise controlled): 

(a) School grounds (meaning any property occupied or used for a purpose connected 
with the conduct of a government school or non - government school under the 
Education Act 1990, other than any property used for a residence. 

(2)   If a dog is in a place in which dogs are prohibited under this section: 
(a) The owner of the dog, or 
(b) If the owner is not present at the time of the offence and another person who is of 
or above the age of 16 years is in charge of the dog at that time - that other person, 
is guilty of an offence. 

(3)   A dog is not prohibited under this section in a school ground or child care centre if it 
is there with the permission of the person controlling the school ground or child care 
centre. 

(4)     This section does not apply to the following dogs: 
(a) A police dog 
(b) A dog that is an assistance animal being used bona fide by a person with a 
disability to assist the person. 
 

In short, dogs are not allowed in the school grounds and should be kept away from the 
entry/exit gates of the school. 
 
Thanks for your continued support in observing this legislation. 
 
Dominica Boydell 
W.H.S. Committee 
 
P&F NEWS 
Thank you to all the parents that helped out at last week’s cross country event. It was good 
to finally see the weather on our side! 
 
Major Fundraiser – thank you to all the parents who have volunteered to be a part of the 
committee this year. I will be in touch with you this week via email arrange our first meeting. 
 
P&F Term 2 meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th May at Gladesville Sporties. 
 
Chris Voysey   P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
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GARDENING NEWS 

Our garden has been a busy place on Tuesdays at lunch time.  We have 
been working hard to prepare the soil for planting and sowing seeds and 
watering the various fruits, vegetables and flowers that are growing.  We 
are so grateful for Gerry's assistance in the garden (Arya's grandfather - 
Year 1) and are always looking for more volunteers.  If you or someone 
you know would like to assist in the garden, please send me an email.  
Students from all grades are welcome in the garden on Tuesdays at 
lunch time. 

Leah Camarsh 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Ryde Library would like to invite students to their April school holiday activities. 
 
These holidays they have a great range of activities including a 3D film screening of Earth’s 
Wild Ride which follows the history of the world through dinosaurs, volcanoes, asteroids in a 
huge dome. 
 
They will also be doing escape rooms, K’Nex Engineering workshops, craft and more. 
 
Please see their website for bookings: www.ryde.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
 

Dates for Your Attention: April/May 
Term 1 Week 10 Term 1 Week 11 Term 2 Week 1 

Monday 1 OLQP School Leaders Prayer 

Assembly 2:45pm 
Tuesday 2 School Photos  
           Full Summer Uniform 
Wednesday 3 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the hall, St Charles Confirmation Night  
7:00-8:00pm 
Thursday 4 OLQP Buddy Mass Kindy & 

Year 6 
Friday 5  
Saturday 6 
Sunday 7 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 8  
Tuesday 9  
Wednesday 10

 
Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the Church Hall, 
Thursday 11  
Friday 12       LAST DAY OF TERM 1  
Saturday 13  
Sunday 14 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 29       TERM 2 COMMENCES 
Tuesday 30  
Wednesday 1 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 2  
Friday 3  
Saturday 4  
Sunday 5 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/

