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Dear Parents, 
 
As we journeyed through Holy Week last week each class provided us with an experience 

that enabled us to connect in a very reflective manner with the events of this week. We got 

to wave palms and sing Hosanna as we simulated Jesus riding into Jerusalem; we 

experienced service to others as we washed one another's hands, 

likening this to when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples,  we 

simulated the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed the 

night before he died. Then through the moving re-enactment of the 

Stations of the Cross, led by Years 5 and 6, we 

re-lived the Passion of Christ before returning to 

school this week and celebrating the Resurrection 

of Christ, with the help of Year 3.  These 

experiences were all incredibly moving and 

helped us to deepen our understanding of what 

Jesus went through and what it means for us. We hope those parents and 

friends who joined us for the Stations of the Cross and the Resurrection 

assembly also found these to be moving experiences. 

As we enter this Easter season let’s take time to think how this is a time to 

begin anew.  Christ has risen from the dead and by this he has given us new life. 

Let us view the Resurrection boldly, without fear and joyfully.  Alleluia!   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Stations of the Cross were 

extremely moving and the 

children’s behaviour was a 

reflection of the teachers’ 

professionalism and 

dedication 

 

I wanted to take this opportunity 

to say thank you …for having made 

this start to school such a beautiful 

experience for my husband and I 

who are first time parents to a 

little one attending big school! 

GOOD NEWS ABOUT –  
SHOUT IT OUT!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TERM 2 INFORMATION 
We return to school on Monday 30th April, where we will be acknowledging ANZAC Day in 
the form of a special OLQP ANZAC Day service. Term 2 also sees our annual Mother’s Day 
stall and liturgy complete with portraits, NAPLAN in Week 3 for Years 3 and 5, the launch of 
Compass, a Spellathon later in the term, reports and parent teacher interviews, along with 
celebrating Our Lady Queen of Peace Feast Day at the end of the term.  
 
We ask that all children are wearing their full Winter uniform by Monday 21st May. There is a 
3 week transition period as the weather can be very changeable at this time of the year. 
Whichever uniform your child wears please make sure that it is the whole of one uniform, not 
a mixture of summer and winter. The only exception to this is for the sports uniform. In 
Winter, your children may wear the short sleeved shirt instead of the long one and just wear 
a jacket over this, as many children are finding it too hot with our weather to wear the full 
length shirt. Some may choose also to wear shorts instead of tracksuit pants, however this 
needs to be in keeping with the weather conditions.  
 
Enrolment Time 
If you have a little one starting school next year and haven't yet picked up your enrolment 
pack please do so as soon as possible or alternatively download the enrolment form from 
the school website. If you know of any families who have a child starting school please 
encourage them to contact the school in order to obtain an enrolment package or direct them 
to our website for the enrolment forms. Please ensure that your completed forms are 
returned as soon as possible in order for our Kinder interviews to take place. 
 
 
REVITALISATION UPDATE 
Commencing next week the landscapers will be in work on revitalising the garden area along 
the Oxford Street side of the school. We hope that by the time we return to school after the 
holidays the garden will be ready for planting our next crop of vegetables.  Work will also 
commence over the holidays in our Years 3 and 4 classrooms. Why not drive past 
throughout the holidays and watch the transformation of this area?  
 

RYDE COUNCIL MEETING 
Last week several of our parents along with Mrs Maree Simpson and Father Greg attended 

a Ryde City council meeting. Glen Jones, P&F vice president,  spoke about the changes 

spoke on behalf of the school community, about the traffic concerns we have with 
Westminster Road and, in particular, the lack of safe pedestrian access across it. We are 

very grateful to Lesley Calleija for liaising with Councillor Roy Maggio to enable us to be 

given consideration at this meeting. The outcome of this representation was that the

 

OLQP helps me shine by always giving me opportunities. OLQP is the 

best school ever because everybody is friendly and all the teachers 

are nice and give you lots of chances and opportunities to help you 

find your special talent that helps you stand out from the others. 



 

“Council will organise an urgent meeting as soon as practicable and no later than 4th May 
2018 with representatives of Our Lady Queen of Peace P&F, the Principal, the Assistant 
Principal, Church representatives and key Council staff to discuss pedestrian access, 
pedestrian lights and any other safety issues in the vicinity of the school.” We will keep you 
informed of the outcome of this meeting. 
 
As part of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, the UN’s General Assembly unanimously declared 
2nd April as World Autism Awareness Day to highlight the need 
to help improve the quality of life of those with autism so they 
can lead full and meaningful lives as an integral part of society. 
 
This year, the UN announced that the focus of the day would 
be on empowering women and girls with autism’. You can 
learn more about it here http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/. 
 
With one in every 100 Australians diagnosed on the autism spectrum in this country the 
month of April is dedicated in its entirety to raising autism awareness and encouraging 
acceptance and inclusion through National Autism Awareness Month. 
 
What is Autism? 
“Autism is a life-long developmental disability that affects how a person communicates with, 
and relates to, other people. It affects how they make sense of the world around them”. 
(National Autistic Society, UK).  
 
Autism Spectrum Disorder is a neurodevelopmental 
condition that affects an individual’s communication, 
socialisation and behaviours. To be diagnosed on the 
autism spectrum, an individual has shown challenges in the 
areas of: 
 
Communication: verbal and non-verbal 
Social understanding and interactions 
Fixated interests, activities and repetitive behaviours, and  
Sensory aspects of the environment. 
 
It is not known what causes an individual to have an Autism Spectrum Disorder. Much 
research is being done to try to find out more. At this point it is believed to result from 
changes to brain development which may be caused by a combination of reasons, including 
environmental and genetic factors or a combination of both environment and genetic factors.  
 
Autism is not caused by parenting styles or social circumstances. There is an 
increased chance of having another child with an ASD, if there is already a child in the family 
with an ASD, but no specific genes have yet been proven to cause ASD. There is no valid 
research or evidence to link autism with childhood vaccinations or other medical treatments. 
 
If you would like to know more about Autism or ASD go to 
http://www.autismawareness.com.au/  
 
CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS 
A number of parents have expressed an interest in assisting in the canteen. As our canteen 
is going from strength to strength at the moment, our canteen manager would be very happy 
for this to occur. Due to the size of the canteen we can have only one volunteer each day. If 
you would like to volunteer for a Friday next term, either on a regular basis or a more 
occasional one, please call or email the office staff. If you could let us know by next 
Wednesday 11th April that would be appreciated as we can then preparer a roster for the 
new term and email it to you.  
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 

http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/
http://www.autismawareness.com.au/


 

 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
On Sunday we experienced the resurrection of Jesus and this marks the 
beginning of the Easter Season in our church. The Easter season lasts for 50 
days and it is the time that we celebrate the wonders of our faith. Enjoy 50 days 
of celebrating! 
 
Each day last week the children at OLQP experienced the events of Holy Week starting with 
Palm Sunday, and culminating Stage 3’s rather moving and reflective re-enactment of the 
Stations of The Cross on Thursday afternoon.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite all parents and caregivers of the OLQP 
community to join with us on Tuesday 10th April to celebrate all the amazing achievements 
of Term One with and End of Term One Mass at 9.20 am in the OLQP Church. 
 
I will leave you with the inspirational words of Pope Francis. “Our faith is born on Easter 
morning: Jesus is alive! This experience is at the heart of the Christian message.”  
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Last Friday, Miss McGinlay and myself were fortunate to visit classrooms with Mr 
Paul Cronin our Primary Consultant and Mrs Genevieve Moss the new Leader of 
Teaching and Learning for Sydney Catholic Schools. It was delightful to see the 
children in all classes show excitement as they answered questions related to 
their learning and eagerly share their work.  
 
This Thursday in St Charles Hall at 9.15am, I am running the final Parent Induction Meeting 
for 2018. Just a reminder to all parents who have already attended a Volunteer Induction 
Meeting and have not submitted your Working With Children Check to the office, could you 
please do so as quickly as possible. 
 
From next term I look forward to offering Numeracy and Literacy Parent Workshops to 
deepen your knowledge of the learning your child is doing in the classroom and provide a 
variety of ways that you can support at home or as a parent helper. Next term will focus on 
Early Arithmetic Strategies and Counting to enhance learning in Numeracy and the 
Comprehension strategies that are explicitly taught to assist students with reading.  
 
Thank you to all family members who have been collecting Coles vouchers for the school. 
To date we have counted over 5000 vouchers and look forward to getting some great 
sporting equipment for the school.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
COMPASS IS COMING 
 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, Compass is coming in Term 2. Compass is a web-
based system allowing you to access up-to-date and meaningful information about our 
school and your child’s progress. Compass includes many different features, including the 
ability to: 
 
• Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 
• Communicate with your child’s teachers, and update your family contact details 
• View the school calendar 
• Download and view your child’s semester reports   
• Book parent-teacher conferences 
 
Compass is accessible on any modern web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, 
Safari) or by using the Compass iOS or Android apps. Search for ‘Compass School 
Manager’ in the store. Alternatively, if you are having trouble finding the Compass link you 
can go to http://schools.compass.edu.au where you can search for and find our school’s 
direct URL.  We ask that you download this app prior to our parent workshop and 
launch next term. 
 
Every family will receive a separate login to Compass which will be provided to you by our 
school in Week 4 of Term 2. Your log-in details will come home in a sealed envelope. Your 
details are confidential. Should the envelope be unsealed, please contact the school to have 
your log-in details reset.  
 
Important dates regarding the launch of Compass at Our Lady Queen of Peace in 
Week 4, Term 2: 
Monday 21st May - Compass launch and family login details sent home in a sealed envelope. 
Wednesday 23rd May - Skool Bag app will discontinue. 
Thursday 24th May - 9:15am - 10:15am Parent Information Sessions on Compass  
Thursday 24th May - 7:00pm - 8:00pm Parent Information Sessions on Compass (repeat of 
am session) 
 
Dominica Boydell 
Compass Team 
 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

Easter Sensation Thank You - A HUGE thank you to the wonderful 
families of our community here at Our Lady Queen of Peace. Your 
contribution and generosity again has been greatly appreciated. All the 
biscuits and treats were accepted with much delight on Easter Monday at 
Night Patrol. A message from all the clients, “Thank you for taking the time 
to make these biscuits and making us feel special at Easter time”. ‘People 
who are homeless are not socially inadequate, they are people without 

homes.’ St Vincent de Paul Society. 
 
Ignite Years 4-6 Holiday Fun ‘Barefoot bowls at Sporties 
On Friday, 20th April at 11am, come along and join in the fun playing a game of barefoot 
bowls. Cost will be $15.00 which includes bowls and lunch. A permission note will come 
home soon as I will need to numbers due to catering purposes. If some parents are able to 
help with supervision that would be very much appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://schools.compass.edu.au/


 

Playgroup 
Happy Easter from all the families at Playgroup. We have had so much fun this term.   To all 
families with babies and preschool children, you are all welcome to attend OLQP Playgroup. 
We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play and music. Parents and 
grandparents are encouraged to come along and meet other families within the school 
community to enjoy the program. This is held every Wednesday, during school term from 
9:00am -10:30am in the Church Hall. Please bring a gold coin donation and something to 
share for morning tea. 
 
 

  
Our faith is born on Easter morning: Jesus is alive! This experience is at the heart of the 
Christian message’’.  
Pope Francis 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Nomination for the Sacrament of Confirmation - The online nominations close on 
Thursday 5th April at 7pm. If you have any questions or queries, please contact Judith 
Morrissey at sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Nomination for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation and Communion - The online 
nomination opens on Thursday 5th April at 7pm. The information in regards to the program 
can be downloaded from the parish website as follows: rgcp.org.au, under Parish links click 
on "Sacraments and sacramental program" then click on "Sacramental Program". 
 
If you have any questions please contact Judith Morrissey, the parish sacramental co-
ordinator.  
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
PASSIVE PLAY 
Encouraging your children to be engaged in the joy of ‘just doing’. 
 
Each Thursday during lunch, Passive Play is held in the library. 
Passive Play is just what the name implies, a time for quiet play away 
from the playground. 
 
The children are given the opportunity to create and make many 
different craft items. 
 
We try to tailor the activities at times to what is happening at school e.g. the children have 
spent the last couple of weeks making Easter craft. 
 
All craft material is supplied and the children let their creative juices flow, doing paper craft, 
jewellery making, card making etc. 
 
“It is not important what children create, but that they do create, that they exercise and 
implement their creative imagination” 

                                                                    Lev Vygotsky 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
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SPORT NEWS 
Coming to the end of Term 1, we can look back and see what an incredibly busy 
term it has been. I am so proud of all of the children’s dedication, hard work and 
sportsmanship so far.  
 
With our skipping in full swing, all children are aware that borrowing of a school rope 
is allowed as long as they borrow from one of our colour captains and return the 
following week. 
 
A big congratulations must go to Georgia Andrianakos for her selection into the 
Sydney soccer team. Georgia will be traveling to Canberra next term trialling for the 
MacKillop side. Good luck Georgia. 
 
Please keep your running training up during the holidays if you are in the OLQP 
representative Cross Country Team. Remember, practice makes perfect! 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 
A big thank you to all the class parents and wider parent community for all of your assistance 
with the various P&F events held in Term 1. Some dates for your diaries for Term 2 – 
Mother’s Day Breakfast and Mother’s Day Stall will be held on Friday 11th May.  A note has 
already been sent home for the Mother’s Day stall and one will be coming home soon for the 
Breakfast but make sure you have these dates in the diaries so you can join us to celebrate 
all of the wonderful mothers, grandmothers and aunties in the OLQP community. 
 
The P&F meeting for Term 2 will be on Wednesday 9th May in the library. Parents from all 
years are invited to attend, and we would love to see as many parents as possible come 
along. If you have something you would like added to the agenda to be discussed at the 
meeting, please email Susannah Hartigan at susannahhartigan72@gmail.com or complete 
the form sent home with Term 1 minutes and return to the office no later than Tuesday 8th 
May. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel   P&F President 
Jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: April/May 
Term 1 Week 10 Term 1 Week 11 Term 2 Week 1 

Monday 2 EASTER MONDAY 
Tuesday 3 Resurrection Assembly  
Wednesday 4 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the Church Hall 
Thursday 5  
Friday 6 Kindergarten Prayer Assembly 

2:45pm 

Monday 9 
Tuesday 10 End of Term Mass K-6 9:20am-

10:20am 
Wednesday 11 Playgroup 9-10:30am in the 

Church Hall; Stage 3 Hill End camp 
Thursday 12  Stage 3 Hill End camp 
Friday  Stage 3 Hill End camp 
                Last day of Term 1 

Monday 30        First Day of Term 2 
Tuesday 1 
Wednesday 2 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the Church Hall 
Thursday 3  
Friday 4 Prayer Assembly 2:45pm 
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