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Dear Parents,  
Just think, we have made it through a quarter of the school year. How time flies when you're 
having fun!  All your children have long since settled into their new classes and are forging 
ahead with their learning.  There is a very positive vibe about the place and we can see 
children working hard at their class work as well as with their relationships and social skills.  
We encourage you to acknowledge them for their efforts in these areas and ask that you 
continue supporting them, and their teachers, when we return next term. 
 

Throughout Lent all the children have experienced the 
Stations of the Cross and have been learning about the 
Easter story. We encourage you to deepen their connection 
with, and understanding of, these events by joining with them 
in the various services throughout Holy Week and Easter, 
starting with Palm Sunday this weekend. All the times for the 
various services can be found a little further along in this 
newsletter.  

May this Easter you be renewed and strengthened in the promise of the Lord.  
Happy Easter to you and your families.  
 

Farewell Fr Dan  

On Thursday afternoon we farewelled Fr Dan, a much loved and 
very valued member of our community. The children’s outpouring of 
love for Fr Dan was so touching to witness at this liturgy and Fr 
Dan’s blessing for us all was so personal to us and equally as 
heartfelt. It was a very special afternoon for us all and one that 
neither Fr Dan, nor we, will forget.  Fr Dan will be taking away lasting 

memories in the form of a signed soccer ball 
from all the children in the school; a water 
balloon pistol for his Youth Group activities, like Ignite; a keepsake box 
with a card from every child that has recorded what 
Fr Dan means to them; along with a photo mosaic of 
the whole community in the shape of the school dove.  

Fr Dan leaves a lasting impression on all of us. He 
has connected with everyone in our community on a 
range of different levels, whether it is through 
speaking Italian with him, kicking a Soccer ball 

around, sharing a joke, over a coffee or by praying together. We thank him 
for sharing his gifts and talents with 
us. We pray that God will always 

keep him in the 
palm of his 
hand and that 
our paths will 
meet again.  

Ciao, Fr Dan.   

 



 

Cross Country 

How lucky were we last Friday, in terms of the 
weather, for our Cross Country carnival? The carnival 
ran like clockwork, the children were highly 
enthusiastic and not only did they show great stamina 
but they also showed great sportsmanship. It was 

heartening to see and hear so much encouragement of 
others, be it their buddies, their friends and colour house 
mates or their siblings. Not only did we witness great 
examples of athletes but we also saw children being great 

witnesses of their faith! Thank you to Mel Cooper for all the great organisation and 
preparation of the day and all the parent helpers who helped make the day such a 
success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Autism? 

“Autism is a life-long developmental disability that affects how a person communicates with, and 
relates to, other people. It affects how they make sense of the world around them”.   
(National Autistic Society, UK).  
 
Autism Spectrum Disorder is a neurodevelopmental condition that affects an individual’s 
communication, socialisation and behaviours. To be diagnosed on the autism spectrum, an 

individual has shown challenges in the areas of: 

Communication: verbal and non-verbal, 
Social understanding and interactions,  
Fixated interests, activities and repetitive behaviours, and  
Sensory aspects of the environment. 
It is not known what causes an individual to have an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder.  Much research is being done to try to find out more.  At this 
point it is believed to result from changes to brain development which 
may be caused by a combination of reasons, including environmental 
and genetic factors or a combination of both environment and genetic 
factors.  

Autism is not caused by parenting styles or social circumstances. There is an increased 
chance of having another child with an ASD, if there is already a child in the family with an ASD, 
but no specific genes have yet been proven to cause ASD.  There is no valid research or 
evidence to link autism with childhood vaccinations or other medical treatments. 



 

Term  2 Information 

We return to school on Monday 24th April, when we will be celebrating the Resurrection of 
Jesus as well as acknowledging ANZAC Day in the form of a special OLQP ANZAC Day 
service. Tuesday 25th April is a Public Holiday for ANZAC Day and then we all return again 
on Wednesday 26th April. 

All children are to be wearing their full Winter uniform by Monday 15th May.  There is a 3 
week transition period as the weather can be very changeable at this time of the year. 
Whichever uniform your child wears please make sure that it is the whole of one uniform, not 
a mixture of summer and winter. The only exception to this is for the sports uniform. In 
Winter your children may wear the short sleeved shirt instead of the long one and just wear a 
jacket over this, as many children are finding it too hot with our weather to wear the full 
length shirt. Some may choose also to wear shorts instead of tracksuit pants, however this 
needs to be in keeping with the weather conditions.  

 
Enrolment Time 
All applications for next year’s Kindergarten need to be received early next term as we would 
like to commence interviews at the beginning of Term 2. If you have a little one starting 
school next year and haven't yet picked up your enrolment pack please do so as soon as 
possible or alternatively download the enrolment form from the school website. If you know 
of any families who have a child starting school please encourage them to contact the school 
in order to obtain an enrolment package or direct them to our website for the enrolment 
forms. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

As we continue to move towards the liturgical season of 
Easter, we are constantly reminded of God's mercy, 
healing and forgiving love. 
 
A huge thank you to the huge effort of the OLQP students 
who raised over $600 for Caritas Australia through Project 
Compassion. 

 
Next week, the first week of school holidays, the Church begins Holy Week, starting with 
Palm Sunday and culminating with the death of Jesus on Good Friday and his resurrection 
on Easter Sunday.  
 
This Friday, the students of OLQP will be remembering this event at our Friday Prayer 
Assembly starting at 2.30 pm. I would like to extend an invitation to all parents, grandparents 
and carers to join us in this liturgical event. 
 
I would like to wish you all a very happy and holy Easter and leave you with the words of 
Pope Francis. “Even in the hardest and most disturbing moments, the Lord’s mercy and 
goodness are greater than everything.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Stage 3 Coding - For Kindy 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Over 3 sessions this term, we have learnt to use Scratch and we now have a deeper 
understanding of this computer program.  Scratch allows you to create games. Scratch has 
challenged us. Our aim was to each make a ‘learning game’ for Kindergarten. We have 
enjoyed helping Kindy further learning.  
Luka (Yr 6), Phoenix (Yr 6) and Luke (Yr 5) 
 
BYODD 2017 
Thank you to all of the parents from Year 1 and Year 4 who joined us at our BYODD Parent 
Information evening in week 8. Students from these classes will be joining our OLQP 
BYODD program in Term 2. To access the OLQP BYODD website, please use this web 
address. https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqp-gladesville-byodd/home. We 
have included a slide presentation on the parents page ‘ how to set up for Family Purchases 
for App Purchases’. If you have any difficulties accessing this slide presentation, email me 
directly and I can forward you the presentation.  
 
 
Cross Country at Holy Cross College, Ryde.  

After weeks of torrential rain, we were blessed with blue skies for 
our 2017 Cross Country Carnival. As special thank you goes to 
Melissa Cooper our Physical Education Teacher for all the 
preparation that lead to a successful carnival. Also thank you to all 
the parents who a ssisted on the day.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqp-gladesville-byodd/home


 

BYODD Setup and Assistance (26 April 2017 - 8.30am - 9.30am) 
Scott Hanson is the Leader of eLearning K - 6 in Sydney Catholic Schools. He will be 
assisting OLQP parents set up Apple IDs and general security setting. He will be in our 
library from 8.30am - 9.30am on the first Wednesday of Term 2.  
 
 
Easter Raffle 2017 
Thank you to our organisers of the Easter Raffle: Anne Bortolussi and 
Wei Ling Ch’ng, along with the Easter Egg donations from Stage 3 
families. Money raised from this fundraiser will go towards the present 
Year 6 present to the school when they finish their time with us. The 
winning families of our raffle were: the Moore family (Romy, Lyla and 
Zara), the Holst family (Ruby and Braxton), the Simon family (Charli and 
Will), the Obeid family (Paul) and the Calleija family (Lachlan, Christian, Isabella and 
Bradley) received the prize for selling the most tickets.  
 
 
CANBERRA CAMP - Week 10 
This week, our stage 3’s are heading to Canberra for a 3 day CAMP. Our packed schedule 
includes visits to Parliament House, Old Parliament House, Questacon and Australian 
Institute of Sport. Stay tuned for a report on the camp in the first Term Two newsletter. 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

 
Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and 
commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was 
crucified. 
 

Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often receive palm fronds which they 
use to participate in the re-enactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In the Gospels, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the lavish praise of the townspeople who 
threw clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in front of him as a sign of homage. This 
was a customary practice for people of great respect. 
 
Palm branches are a widely recognised symbol of peace and victory, hence their preferred 
use on Palm Sunday. The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic; it 
represents the humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in 
war. 
 
Next Sunday, Mass will begin in the school grounds with the Blessing of the Palms 
followed by a procession with the donkey around the school and it will then continue 
into the Church. Parishioners have been invited to bring their own palms, but if your 
child would like to wave palms during the procession, please follow instructions on 
website listed. http://www.dltk-bible.com/crafts/mpalm.htm 
 
Easter Sensation 
Thank you for your wonderful generosity of Easter cookies for our outreach program. I know 
the recipients will enjoy their goodies.  
 
 ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.’ John 3:16 
 
Rejoice and celebrate this Easter with family and friends. 

 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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PARISH NEWS 
Sacramental Program 
Nominations for the Sacrament of Confirmation are now closed. Nominations for First 
Reconciliation and First Communion open this Monday 3 April at 7:00pm and close on 
Monday 17 April at 11.59pm. Enq: Judith: sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
HOLY WEEK & EASTER LITURGIES 2017 
 
St Charles Borromeo Church 
 
Holy Thursday, 13 April: 
7.30pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until midnight at place of repose.  
(Borromeo Hall) 
 
Good Friday, 14 April: 
10.00am: Stations of the Cross (led by the youth) 
3.00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7.30pm: Night Prayer 
 
Holy Saturday, 15 April: 
9.00am: Morning Prayer 
7.30pm: Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection 
 
Easter Sunday, 16 April: 
Masses: 8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm 
 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church 
 
Holy Thursday, 13 April: 
7.00pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 9.30pm at Place of Repose: (Gell Hall) 
 
Good Friday, 14 April: 
10.00am: Stations of the Cross 
3.00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
 
Holy Saturday, 15 April: 
7.00pm: Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection 
 
Easter Sunday, 16 April: 
Mass: 9.00am, 10.45am (Italian) 
 
Geraldine Rastall   Business Manager Ryde-Gladesville Parish manager@rgcp.org.au 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
Outstanding school fees are now overdue. Statements were emailed on 31st March. It would 
be appreciated if you could settle your account as soon as possible. If you are on a payment 
plan, please continue with these arrangements. If you are experiencing  financial difficulties 
please do not hesitate to contact the school to arrange a confidential appointment.  
 
SPORT NEWS 
Last Friday saw the running of our annual school cross country. With a long week of rain and 
sudden downpour on Thursday night, most of us thought that sadly the cross country would 
be cancelled. But with great faith and I'm sure many prayers, the sun was shining for a 
terrific day of racing. All children did themselves and their House colours proud with a large 
number of participants showing sheer determination and grit to complete the long and 
strenuous course. 
 
It was an extremely close competition between all houses on the day with Louis being 
crowned the overall winners on the day. A huge congratulations to our Colour Captains 

mailto:sacraments@rgcp.org.au
mailto:manager@rgcp.org.au


 

Joseph Obeid, Zara Chand, Emily Bortolussi and Jake Jones for their great leadership and 
positive energy all day. 
 
A BIG thank you must go to all teachers and parents who helped on the day. Without you the 
carnival would not have been such a success. A special mention to Mrs Quinn who was a 
great support and mentor to me not only on the day but in the weeks leading up to the big 
event. 
 
Children who were successful in progressing to the Inner West zone will be notified early 
next term. 
 
Enjoy your break and I look forward to another positive and successful Term 2. 
 
Big congratulations to Rachel Eagleton who won the mixed pairs at the State Acrobatics 
Championships yesterday. She is now part of the NSW State Team and will be competing in 
the Australian Championships in Melbourne in June. Good luck Rachel. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
CREATIVE DOVES 
The Creative Doves admiring their brand new sewing 
machine, kindly donated by Mrs Simon's friends John & 
Maria Butt. 
 
It will be very useful for the girls who are making laundry 
bags for our troops in the Middle East and baby bibs for 
Bakhita Women's Centre at Homebush. 

 
 
 
P & F NEWS 
SAVE THE DATE….Saturday 21 October, 2017 has been confirmed for the OLQP Major 
Fundraiser night. Full details on venue, ticket purchase and how you can assist will be 
coming home early next term, however get the date in your diaries ASAP!! This night only 
happens once every two years, so we would really love to see as many parents from our 
school community attending for not only a fabulous night out but to assist in raising funds to 
continue improvements to the school that all of our children will benefit from. 
 
After a successful campaign in 2016 we are fundraising again with Entertainment books and 
hope that you will support the school by purchasing either a hard copy or digital 
membership. The books are being sent home to each family during this last week of term. If 
you are purchasing the digital membership or are not purchasing at all please ensure that 
your book (in its labelled envelope) is returned to school when school resumes for Term 2. 
They are being collected and returned on Thursday 27 April so your cooperation would be 
appreciated. If you have any questions please contact Jacqui Perrone at 
perrone@optusnet.com.au. 
 
In our continued quest to improve the pedestrian safety around the school, we are looking 
for volunteers who may be able to assist with putting out the “Pedestrian Crossing” flags at 
the crossing on Oxford Street each afternoon. They need to be out by 3.00pm, ideally we will 
have enough volunteers that we can put together a roster for next term as a trial to see how 
it works. It has been noted that there is definitely an improvement in the number of parents 
and students using the crossing when the flags our out. If you are able to help please let me 
know, we hope to start this initiative in Term 2. 
 
Don’t forget the school uniform shop is open Tuesday mornings before school and Friday 
afternoons from 2.30pm. Pop in if you need winter uniforms for Term 2. 
 
Enjoy the school holidays! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
Drama Scene - Would your child like to join our DRAMA 
CLUB? We have spots available for children in K-2 and 3-6 to 
join. Drama Scene plays together on Friday lunchtimes. The 
Term 2 enrolment is online at www.dramascene.com.au Cost: 
1 child $110.00 inc GST/2nd child $100  
Enquiries: Contact Stephanie Waites on 0407 235 914.00 inc  
GST. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Measles Outbreak in Western Sydney     
 
There is currently an outbreak of measles in South Western and Western Sydney, 
with at least 9 people having acquired the disease in the region during March 
2017.  
 
The reported cases include children and infants who have attended childcare centres and secondary 
schools. There is potential for the measles outbreak to spread further as the infected young people 
have large social networks both within and outside of their schools, and some have travelled on 
public transport whilst infectious. Measles is highly infectious and anyone who isn’t vaccinated is at 
risk of infection if they have had contact with an infectious case.  
 
Immunisation is effective in preventing measles. It is important for everyone to ensure that they 
have received at least two doses of measles containing vaccine (MMR). Infants and young children 
are vaccinated with measles containing vaccine at 12 months and 18 months of age. Older children 
and adults born during or after 1966 should ensure that they have been vaccinated with two doses 
of vaccine. Unless people are certain they have had two doses of measles vaccine, they should visit 
their GP as soon as possible for free measles vaccination.  
 
The first sign of measles is usually a high fever, a runny nose, cough, and red, watery eyes. The rash 
usually starts on the face and upper neck and spreads over the body, hands and feet. The rash lasts 
for 4-7 days.  
People with measles symptoms should seek medical advice as soon as possible phoning the 
emergency department or GP beforehand, stay home from work or school, and limit other activities 
to avoid exposing other vulnerable people, such as infants, to the infection.  
Further information about measles can be found on the NSW Ministry of Health website at: 
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/factsheets/infectious/measles.html   
 

Dates for Your Attention: April/May 
Term 1 Week 10 Term 2 Week 1 Term 2 Week 2 

Monday 3  
Tuesday 4  
Wednesday 5 Stage 3 Excursion, 

Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall, Coffee 
and Chat in the CaCh Room 2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 6 Stage 3 Excursion, Fr Daniel’s 

Farewell 
Friday 7 Stage 3 Excursion, Holy Week 

Prayer Assembly 2:30pm 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

Saturday 8 
Sunday 9 Palm Sunday Mass 9am, 

procession with donkey 
 
Sunday 23 Fr Dan’s final Mass in the 
parish 10am at St Charles  
TERM 2 COMMENCES MONDAY APRIL 24 

Monday 24       First Day of Term 2 

 Resurrection Assembly 9:00 
ANZAC Day ceremony 11:30 
Tuesday 25 ANZAC DAY 
Wednesday 26 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh 
Room 2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 27 
Friday 28    Pope Francis Award Launch 

Day at St Charles 1:30pm 

Monday 1 
Tuesday 2 
Wednesday 3 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 

hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh Room 
2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 4 
Friday 5  
Saturday 6 Confirmation Enrolment Mass 

5pm 
Sunday 7 Confirmation Enrolment Mass 

9am & Children’s Liturgy 
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