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Dear Parents,  
 
As we are still in the Season of Easter let us continue to reflect on what Easter truly means 
for us. 

 
FR PAUL'S FAREWELL  

On Thursday, April 7, at 12:45pm in Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Church, our OLQP school family is taking the opportunity to thank 
and farewell Fr Paul for all he has offered to those in this community. 
Fr Paul has been the Parish Priest of OLQP for the last 6 years 
which means for most of our children he has been instrumental in 
accompanying them on their faith journey and accompanying you as 
parents on your important mission of being the primary educators of 
your children. We invite you all to come along to what we believe will 
be a special ceremony in which the children have put a great effort 
into and will be leading in order for the students and their families to 

say thanks and goodbye. Additionally there is the large combined Parish farewell for Fr Paul 
at his final Parish Mass at St Charles Borromeo which is at 10:00am this Sunday, April 10 
followed by lunch to which everyone is invited. 
 
NEW PARISH PRIEST 
Fr Paul, in his final week as our Parish Priest, introduces us to his successor and outlines 
the upcoming period of transition. "I am delighted that Fr Richard Gates has accepted the 
invitation from Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP to succeed me as Parish Priest of Ryde-
Gladesville Parish. 
 
Fr Richard grew up in Bondi Junction. He was educated by the Sisters of Mercy at Holy 
Cross Primary School Woollahra and the Christian Brothers at Waverley College.               
He attended Mount Saint Mary College of Education for teacher training. 
 
 



 

After graduation, he taught at St Pius Primary School Enmore for several years, including 
two years as Religious Education Coordinator. He then entered St Patrick's College 
Seminary at Manly, being ordained a Priest on September 11, 1993 in Holy Cross Church, 
Woollahra. 
 
Fr Richard brings a wealth of experience to his new role. He has served as Deacon in Forest 
Lodge/Pyrmont/Annandale Parishes and Assistant Priest in Bankstown, Caringbah and 
Penshurst Parishes. He served as Vice Rector and Director of Pastoral Formation at the 
Seminary of the Good Shepherd Homebush for five years and as Administrator of Summer 
Hill Parish. He has been Parish Priest of St Jerome’s, Punchbowl for the past twelve years. 
In addition, Fr Richard has served as Chaplain to Catholic Youth Services for eight years 
and been a member of the National Council for Catholic Mission for two years, the Council of 
Priests for four years and the Executive of the Archdiocesan Clerical Fund for six years, 
including three years as Chairman. 
 
Fr Richard was appointed recently as Dean of the newly constituted Central Deanery and is 
currently the Secretary of the Council of Priests. He will take up his appointment as Parish 
Priest of Ryde-Gladesville Parish on Tuesday, May 24. 
 
My appointment as Parish Priest ends officially on Tuesday week, April 12. Fr Daniel will be 
Acting Administrator from April 13 until May 23 before Fr Richard begins what we pray will 
be a long, fruitful and enjoyable ministry for him and for our wonderful Parish. Please pray 
for him as he begins the process of transition and for Fr Daniel as he assumes extra 
responsibilities in the interim. Fr Paul 
 
We look forward to meeting with Fr Richard and getting to know him once he starts here with 
us in May. We pray that he finds ministering with us highly rewarding and that he settles into 
his new home and parish with relative ease. 
 
EASTER RAFFLE & HOT CROSS BUNS 

The Year 6 Easter Egg Raffle was a great success and the 
hampers were absolutely magnificent. We thank the Year 6 
students and their families for their donations of eggs, chocolate 
and money to put together the winning Easter Hampers. Thanks 
also go to Teresa Chapman, Year 6 class parent, who organised 
the Raffle and who put together the hampers. They looked 
absolutely amazing and I'm sure they tasted even better! 

 
Once again Hot Cross Buns were sold as a fundraising initiative and we thank Jacqui 
Perrone and Susannah Hartigan for their organisation, this along with providing the students 
and staff with a delicious hot cross buns morning tea on Holy Thursday. Thank you also to 
all those families who supported this initiative. I’m sure you will have enjoyed your buns as 
much as we did. 
 
LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM 

Next term all our students will have the opportunity to participate in a 
Life Skills Mindfulness program each Friday from Week 2 onwards. 
The children are asked to wear their Sports uniform on this day as with 
the different activities in which they will be engaged. This uniform will be 
far more comfortable for them. Using movement, games, yoga, 
mindfulness, creative activities, exercise and play, the Life Skills 
teachers support students to: 

 
 Build resilience 
 Develop self regulation 
 Increase self awareness 
 Practice positive relationship skills 
 Strengthen problem solving skills 

 
 
 
 



 

Every class is progressive and age appropriate, and a focus and value each week are used 
which is the thread through all activities. 
 
There will be a Parent Workshop provided by this organisation prior to the P&F meeting next 
Term, Tuesday May 10 at 7:00pm. Further details about this Workshop will be sent out early 
next term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the last two weeks we have been very fortunate to welcome three new students to our 
school. In Year 1, Freya Wong has joined us along with her big brother Ari, in Year 2. While 
in Year 4 we welcome Luke Walch. Our new families are very appreciative of the way their 
children have been warmly welcomed into our OLQP family and we are very proud of how 
welcoming our students have shown themselves to be, reflecting the values of Catherine 
McAuley. We hope Freya, Ari and Luke learn lots and enjoy the years ahead of them here at 
OLQP. 
 
WINTER UNIFORMS 
All students are asked to be in their full winter uniforms by the start of Week 4, Monday May 
16. If the weather has become cooler prior to this and your child wishes to wear their winter 
uniform before this official start date, this is perfectly acceptable, providing they are wearing 
the full winter uniform as opposed to a combination of both winter and summer uniforms. 
 
ENROLMENTS 2017 
Please spread the word that the enrolment period for 2017 has begun. We have 
vacancies in most year groups, not just Kindergarten, and we are only too 
happy to work with families on transitioning to ‘big school’ or alternatively 
transitioning from one school to another. 
 
Enrolment packs may be obtained from the Office or alternatively, our enrolment forms may 
be located on the web. 
 
Cross Country Carnival 
What a glorious day this was - terrific weather, great running and 
a fabulous community spirit were all in evidence. The smooth 
running and success of the day were very much due to Rachel 
Quinn’s work, much of it behind the scenes preparation work. We 
thank her for all her efforts. We acknowledge the great efforts 
made by our sports leaders and we thank our parents who 
assisted on the day and for those families and friends who came 
out to support the event and the children. 
 
Enjoy the holidays with your children. Stay safe, laugh together lots and read with them even 
more!!!! 
 

 
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Last Sunday we were witness to how Jesus' appeared to his 
disciples at the shores of the Sea of Galilee. As he promised, he 
would appear to those who loved Him and when Peter saw him he 
asked Peter “Do you love me?” in which Peter replied “Yes Lord I 
Love you.”  
 
During Easter, it is the time that we can demonstrate our love for Jesus and others by 
allowing God’s love to enter into our hearts and fill us with his joy and be merciful towards 
others. 
 
In the words of Pope Francis “Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our 
hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness and to be merciful 
means to grow in a love which is courageous, generous and real” 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator. 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Farewell & God Bless to Fr. Paul! 
All parishioners are warmly invited to gather together as Fr. Paul celebrates his final Parish 
Mass on Sunday, April 10 at 10.00am in St Charles Borromeo Church. 
 
Lunch will be served in the church grounds following the Mass, with celebrations concluding 
at 2:30pm. 
 
There will be limited parking in the church grounds. 

Extra parking will be available in the Potts Street car park and at Holy Cross College 
(entry from Frank St). A drop off zone for the frail and elderly will be situated at the 
first entrance to the church off Charles Street. 
 
We anticipate that this will be a very well attended Mass and we will endeavour to seat as 
many as possible inside the church. Extra seating and a sound system will be in place 
outside the church. Please bring along sun protection. 
 
To assist us with catering, please email the Business Manager, manager@rgcp.org.au by 
Friday, April 1 with your Family Name, the number of adults, and the number of children 
(under 12 years) who will be attending. To further assist us, please indicate if you would like 
to bring a cake or slice to share for dessert. 
 
We look forward to celebrating this momentous occasion with you. 
On behalf of the ‘Farewell Committee’, 
Nadia Baker 
Enquiries: 0412 669 956 
 
CYBERSAFETY 
Do you know what your child is doing online? 
 

Did you know the legal age for social media sites and apps is 13 years of age? Parents' 
involvement in safe use of technology starts from a child's first use, and you are a critical 
part of ensuring your children's responsible and safe use of online services. Efforts to 
encourage cybersafety need to find a balance between monitoring behaviours and allowing 
young people to independently and age-appropriately negotiate their own boundaries. The 
relationship between parents and schools is increasingly important in addressing 
cybersafety and responding to incidents. Parents should familiarise themselves with 
cybersafety education initiatives. 
 

Common Sense Media is a great resource for families. They offer the most up-to-date 
research and guidance on social media basics. Learn about the latest apps and websites, 
and get tips on talking to your kids about sharing, posting, and avoiding digital drama. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media 
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ThinkUKnow - has great resources for both parents and children on keeping cybersafe. It is 
a free, evidence-based cyber safety program that provides accessible cyber safety 
education to parents and carers across Australia - http://www.thinkuknow.org.au/ 
 
 
SPORT NEWS 

Thankfully the sun was shining for the OLQP Inaugural Cross Country Carnival at Holy 
Cross. The children arrived in their droves, dressed in colour house supporters gear with 
house cheers to boot. As the day progressed the cheering got louder and the children 
eagerly awaited their turn to compete in their event. Our super colour House Captains - 
Chloe, Ava, Michael and Jack led their team in cheers and support of teammates the 
duration of the carnival. 
 
Congratulations to the team of 32 OLQP students making it into the Inner West Combined 
Clusters Cross Country Carnival at North Ryde Common on May 3 - Samuel Achie, 
Giordano Di Baggio, Finn Leary, Alexander Trunzo, Isabel Chand, Olivia Loschiavo,     
Natalie Russo, Tina Zhande, Michael Achie, Matthew Boys, Marin Matek, Connor Sakoulas, 
Georgia Andrianakos, Eliza Denton, Sophia Mancini, Ava Turnbull, Jack Clifton, Jake Jones, 
Joseph Obeid, James Russo, Zara Chand, Anais Driessen, Victoria Moulang, Trista Nyul, 
Thomas Cowap, Nicholas Drakakis, Michael Papandony, Jacob Stevenson, Katia Gavljak, 
Sophie Margossian, Abi Marsden, Sienna Pantalone. 
 
The day wouldn't have run so smoothly had it not been for the invaluable support of the 
OLQP staff and parent volunteers taking charge of supervising, marshalling, starting, 
timekeeping, recording and station marshals. 
 
Mrs Quinn's Holiday Challenge - Try a screen free day and think about ........ 
going on a picnic, going for a swim, going to the park, going on a hike, camping 
in the backyard, writing in a journal, reading a book, painting rocks, playing 
cards, climbing a tree or perhaps riding your bike - create time away from 
digital distractions! 
Rachel Quinn 
Sport Teacher 
 
 
STAGE 2 - SMOKING CEREMONY INCURSION 
On Monday April 4, Stage 2 welcomed Russell from the Koomurri Indigenous Group. We 
have been learning about cultural celebrations and festivals from around the world in History 
this term. Russell presented an Indigenous perspective. He conducted a smoking ceremony 
and shared his knowledge of Aboriginal rituals and traditions with the children. Everyone 
particularly enjoyed the singing, dancing and face painting. 

 

 
MUSIC NEWS 
OLQP Choir - Years 2-6 
Our school is fortunate to have beautiful singers and our OLQP Choir 
leads the way. During Term 1, our Choir has lead the school in class 
and family masses as well as performing during Catholic Schools’ 
Week with K-2 ‘Eddie the Penguin’. 
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In Term 2, OLQP Choir will be rehearsing the musical ‘You Got Jazz’ as well as leading us in 
all Term Masses. 
 
In Term 3, OLQP Choir will be representing our school in a 
Massed choir of over 300 children in a performance titled ‘Let’s 
Sing’. This is part of the Catholic Schools’ CaSPA program for 
the year. 
 
If you wish your child to be part of OLQP Choir, please complete 
the Choir commitment form, available in the school office and 
return to Mrs Nash. 
Leona Nash  
Music Teacher                                                                                             OLQP Choir 2016        
 
P & F NEWS 
A great big thankyou to all who have contributed to our community this last term. Drinks 
Under the Stars and Easter buns being our main activities this term. We have a very busy 
second term coming up with Mother’s Day BBQ breakfast and gift stalls. 
 

Additionally on behalf of the P&F, we would all like to thank Fr Paul for his time and 
involvement in our school and in the parish over the last 6 years. We wish him all the very 
best in his next challenge and know that he will bring to his new role all the enthusiasm that 
he takes wherever he goes. 
 

Have a fantastic holiday break and we look forward to seeing everyone at the second term 
meeting on Tuesday May 10. 
Chris Hartigan 
P & F President 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
As we are now in Autumn and with Winter fast approaching, there is a 
good opportunity to pick up some second hand uniforms from the uniform 
shop. 
 
I'm there on Tuesday mornings and I'm happy for anyone to text me their 
order if that easier is more convenient. 
Regards 
Maree Obeid (0407 500 351)  
 

Dates for Your Attention: April/May  

Term 1 Week 11 Term 2 Week 1 Term 1 Week 2 

Monday 4 
Tuesday 5 
Wednesday 6 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 7 10am-12noon OLQP 
Benediction and Exposition, 12.45 Fr Paul’s 
Farewell 
Friday 8 Prayer Assembly  
Saturday 9 
Sunday 10 10am Farewell Mass Fr Paul 
at St Charles Church  

LAST DAY OF TERM 

Monday 25 ANZAC DAY 
Tuesday 26 First Day of Term 2 
Wednesday 27 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, Stage 3 Excursion - Blue 
Mountains/Hill End 
Thursday 28 Stage 3 Excursion - Blue 
Mountains/Hill End 
Friday 29 Stage 3 Excursion - Blue 
Mountains/Hill End 
Saturday 30 
Sunday 1 9.00am Children's Liturgy at Mass 

Monday 2 
Tuesday 3 
Wednesday 4 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 5 9.20am Year 2 Mass 
Friday 6 Prayer Assembly 


