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Dear Parents, 
 

I am thrilled to share the following newsletter with all parents as it showcases the many 
wonderful events and activities that your children receive at OLQP. I am also proud of the 
various staff who have added items for your information below. It is wonderful evidence of 
our educational plan for 2019 coming alive for our students and a great example of our 
school leaders keeping you informed of their progress. 
 
I am sure parents would be interested to know of a few updates from two issues discussed 
at the Term 1 P & F Meeting. This week we upgraded our school PA and microphone 
system and all seems to be working well. The long-awaited sign to be constructed on 
Victoria Road has been signed off and now Sydney Catholic Schools is seeking council 
approval through a DA. I will be in contact with the council when this takes place as both 
OLQP and St Charles has many friends within the Council who I am sure will assist us if 
possible. 
 
Gate Entry Changes 
In the first newsletter for the year I wrote about the need for some changes to the use of our 
entry gates from Westminster Road. Today these changes were made so from this afternoon 
the large double gate will be used as the entry and exit gate of a morning and afternoon. 
 
The normal entry gate will be used at all other times by buzzing the office staff for entry and 
exit. I am also investigating a push button for parents to use when exiting the school. This 
will of course be out of reach of the children. 

 

Thank you for supporting this change. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Rotary Public Speaking Competition 
Last Wednesday on the 13th March, Sophie Year 6 and Charlotte Year 5 represented our 
school at the Preliminary round of the Rotary Public Speaking Competition at Eastwood 
Heights Public School. The standard of competition was outstanding and the girls did an 
excellent job in presenting their speech not only in their personal presentation but through 
well prepared speeches delivered with excellent clarity and confidence. I was very proud to 
be there to support the girls. Unfortunately, neither girls were chosen to advance to the next 
round, however; they had great stage presence and did a phenomenal job representing Our 
Lady Queen of Peace. Well done, girls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



21st March is Harmony Day 
Our diversity makes Australia a great place to live and Harmony Day is a 
celebration of our cultural diversity. It is a day of cultural respect for everyone who 
calls Australia home. The message of Harmony Day is ‘everyone belongs’, and the 
day aims to engage people to participate in their community, respect cultural and 
religious diversity and foster sense of belonging for everyone. Along with this theme 
of Belonging, we are taking the opportunity to launch our Be You Peer Support 
Groups. These groups will be streamed from Kindergarten to Year 6 and will be led 
by our Year 6 Leaders. During this Be You Peer Support Time, the children will 
break open our school expectations and discuss and practise important social and 
emotional skills. 
 
This week in line with Harmony Day we are discussing the importance of kindness and the 
role we can play in making our world a better place. Children will be learning the importance 
of being a bucket filler. 

 
What Is a Bucket Filler? – A bucket filler is someone 
who uses acts of kindness and love to make another 
person feel better. This could be anything! A bucket 
filler could say a kind word to someone who looks 
sad or they could help a friend in need. Being a 
bucket filler can be as simple as smiling at someone! 
Why Is It Important? – It’s important to be a bucket 
filler simply because it makes others feel good. 
People feel bad when their buckets are empty. 
However, a full bucket brings a lot of joy!  

 
In recognition of Harmony Day this Thursday, all children are asked to wear orange. 
 
Maree Simpson 
Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
OLQP has made a great start to Lent in 2019 with raising just close to $400 for Caritas 
Australia through Project Compassion. A huge thank you to all those families who assisted 
with our Christmas appeal for Catholic Care – Gift of Goodness. As a school we raised 
$953.30 to assist with providing almost 400 Sydney families with fresh and nutritious food 
last Christmas. 
 
On Thursday, 21st March, our Year 1, 2 and 5 will be celebrating their Buddy Mass and I 
would like to extend an invitation to all parents and caregivers to join us in this wonderful 
celebration. 
 
RE Quiz 
Each year the Year 6 students across the Sydney Archdiocese sit the Religious Education 
Knowledge Test. This test focuses on the knowledge that the students are taught in RE from 
K-6 with a strong focus in the RE content across 3 – 6. Are you able to answer this question 
from the Religious Education Test? 
 
When Jesus appeared to his disciples after the Resurrection, he greeted them with ‘Peace 
be with you’. In which part of the Mass do we offer people the sign of peace? 
 

A. Introductory Rites 
B. Liturgy of the Word 
C. Liturgy of the Eucharist 
D. Concluding Rites 

 
The answer will be revealed in the next newsletter. 
 
Our Stage 3 students have had the privilege to work with our SCS ICT expert, Mr. Scott 
Hansen to develop their IT skills when responding to Scripture passages in RE as a 21st 
Century digital citizen. The students will be able to start transferring these skills across all 
Key Learning Areas in the coming months. 
 



I would like to continue to extend an invitation for all the members of the OLQP community to 
take some time out of their very hectic lives and join in with quiet prayer on either Tuesday 
and/or Thursday mornings in the OLQP Church for the Exposition and Benediction of 
the Eucharist from 7am - 9am. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis to reflect upon “Lent is a reminder 
to stop, to return to the essential, to fast from all that is superfluous and distracting. It 
is a wake-up call for the spirit.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Thank you to all the Year 3 families who so generously hosted Family Mass at OLQP last 
Sunday. It was so nice to have several parishioners comment to me on how special Family 
Mass always is and how much they genuinely enjoy coming to it. A reminder that Family 
Mass is held on the 3rd Sunday of the month, during school term. 
 
Hopefully all parents of a Year 6 child to be Confirmed this year were able to attended one of 
information sessions at either OLQP or St Charles. If you were unable to attend or if you 
have any questions regarding the Confirmation program, including the online registration 
process, please contact the Parish Office. We are also soon to commence the Pope Francis 
Award Program for our Year 6 volunteers - please keep these children in your prayers as 
they prepare for service within our school and parish communities. I very much look forward 
to working with them in the coming months as we work and journey together in the service of 
others. 
 
Anne Bortolussi     Family Educator     anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 

AV Operators at OLQP Church 
An invitation is extended to all children in Year 6 who would like to become an AV operator 
at OLQP Church. Training will be held on Wednesday 10th April from 3:30pm - 4:00pm. To 
register please email manager@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Altar Server Training 
An invitation is extended to all children in Years 4 - 6 who would like to be trained as an altar 
server. There are two sessions that must be attended Wednesday 27th March and 3rd April 
from 3:45pm - 4:30pm. To register please email manager@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Cross Country training continues in our sport lessons. The children are improving each week 
increasing their distance and speed. Don't forget our school cross country is this Friday at 
Holy Cross Ryde, please return all permission slips as soon as possible. 
 

Congratulations to Kodi Nguyen who made the Inner West touch football team last week and 
will compete in the Sydney trials in 2 weeks. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mathematical Expertise & Excellence  
This year is shaping up to be one of the best years yet in regards to Mathematics and staff 
professional development at OLQP. Last year, Leah Camarsh and myself completed the 
Mathematical Expertise and Excellence (MEE) course through Sydney Catholic Schools. 
Throughout the year, we worked towards developing our own pedagogical knowledge 
around authentic and effective teaching of Mathematics. This year, our role moves into 
supporting those teachers who are currently undertaking the MEE course; Nathan Seeto 
(Year 6), Dominica Boydell (Year 4), Rose Rizk (Year 2) and Lisa Hood (Kindergarten). 
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One of the main changes learnt through the MEE course was to introduce 'Launch Tasks' 
into our classroom practice and Maths programs. Launch Tasks are open-ended 
mathematical problems that have very clear learning intentions and success criteria. They 
allow all students to experience success while providing them with cognitively challenging 
tasks. Based on the responses to the Launch Tasks, teachers are then able to identify clear 
learning goals for their students for improved and authentic learning. Below is an example of 
an Addition & Subtraction Launch Task recently completed by Stage 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class teachers have also completed Clinical Interviews with their students to assess where 
they are at with their Addition and Subtraction skills and strategies. It may be worthwhile to 
touch base with your child's teacher to see if there are any at home tasks you can complete 
to increase their automaticity and confidence in this area. 
 
I am very much looking forward to the weeks ahead and being able to support other staff 
members and students in their Mathematical teaching and learning.  
 
Melanie Wells   Co-Ordinator 1/Classroom Teacher 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
Still hoping for more members to swell our numbers in the choir. We have lots of 
fun singing opportunities coming up and I would love as many students as 
possible to be able to participate and enjoy! 
 
If you think your child would be interested please either fill in and return the choir note, as 
soon as possible, or ask your child to attend Wednesday lunchtime choir rehearsals and ask 
for another note. 
 
Looking forward to having many opportunities to help your children enjoy developing their 
skills and finding their talents! 
 
Liz Mulcare   Music/Drama Teacher 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School Photo Day is Tuesday, 2nd April. Envelopes for ordering were sent home today. 
Instructions for ordering are printed on the front of the envelopes. 
 
Students will need to be in full Summer uniform for their photo. 
Sports Captains/Colour House Captains need to bring their sport uniform on the day. 
All envelopes must be returned by Friday 29th March. 
 
Family & Special Group Photos 
If you wish to have a family photo taken, please collect the envelope from the office. 
 
Likewise, if your child is included in one of our special groups (listed below) and you would 
like a photo of the group, please collect an order envelope from the office. 
 
 
 
 



School Captains 
Sports Captains (Colour Houses) 
SRC (Student Representative Council – Years 2-6) 
Leadership 1 - School Captains, Liturgy and Environment Leaders 
Leadership 2 - School Captains; House Colour Captains; Liturgy and Environment Leaders 
Pope Francis 
Choir 
Band 
 
P&F NEWS 
The annual Drinks Under the Stars was another great success! Thank you to all parents and 
teachers who attended the night. A bigger thank you to Martina and Diana of Year 1, and all 
Year 1 parents who worked tirelessly all afternoon to ensure the night ran smoothly. I hope 
the Kindy parents were taking notes! 
 
Easter is fast approaching, and with it comes excessive eating of chocolate and of course 
raffle tickets. The kids have been given raffle tickets to sell, with all money going towards the 
Year 6 school gift. Please ask the office for more tickets if required. The more money we 
raise the better the gift! 
 
This year is our major fundraising year, and you would have received some information from 
your class parents calling on volunteers to sit on the committee. If you would like to be a part 
of this please let me know by the end March via email.  
 
Chris Voysey   P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: March/April 
Term 1 Week 8 Term 1 Week 9 Term 1 Week 10 

Monday 18 Kindergarten Prayer 

Assembly 2:45pm 
Tuesday 19  
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am 

in the hall, St Charles Confirmation Night  
7:00-8:00pm 
Thursday 21 Harmony Day 
Friday22 Cross Country at HCCR 
Saturday 23 MSCW Open Day 2pm 
Sunday 24 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 25 SRC Prayer Assembly 2:45pm 
Tuesday 26  
Wednesday 27

 
Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the Church Hall, 
Thursday 28  
Friday 29  
Saturday 30 
Sunday 31 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 1 OLQP School Leaders Prayer 

Assembly 2:45pm 
Tuesday 2 School Photos  
           Full Summer Uniform 
Wednesday 3 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the hall, St Charles Confirmation Night  
7:00-8:00pm 
Thursday 4 OLQP Buddy Mass Kindy & 

Year 6 
Friday 5  
Saturday 6 
Sunday 7 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 
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