
 

Love the idea of 

the Maths Kits 

for each 

individual 

student. 

Thanks for providing our 

children with the opportunity to 

further their understanding of 

STEM– (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) 

through the Young Engineers 

club. 
The courage sign in the 

playground represents the 

children of my school.  They 

are brave enough to talk in 

front of A LOT of people. 
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Dear Parents, 
 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK AND OPEN DAY 
An incredible Open Day took place once again during Catholic Schools Week! OLQP 

truly shone in our welcoming and hospitality along with 
the high standard of educational and extra curricula 
activities that were on display and open for everyone to 
join in. Our Year 6 student led tours were a highlight of 
the afternoon for many prospective parents and for our 
existing community the OLQP Amazing Race was a 

stand out. Everyone was highly engaged in the diverse range of activities that were on offer 
showcasing what a great Catholic school we are. Thanks go to every single one of the 
amazing OLQP staff, who went above and beyond in preparing for this day, with 

many coming in to celebrate our school, even on their day off. 
Thank also to Bennelong Music for coordinating the band and 
buskers for the afternoon’s entertainment. We hope you and your 
children enjoyed our vibrant afternoon and encourage you to share 
what you experienced and what you already know about our terrific 
school with any families you may know who are looking for a school 
for their children. 

 
Throughout Catholic Schools Week we also enjoyed a very relaxing afternoon reading 

outside in many different places around the school. It was heart-warming to 
see so many parents come along and join in with this. A frequently heard 
comment from the parents was, “It was lovely to just be able to sit, read and 
relax without feeling like you should be somewhere else or doing something 
else.” Once again the children loved the afternoon and 
have requested we do it again. It’s magic to our ears to 
hear such interest and desire to escape with a good book.  
Perhaps you could do  a similar thing at home on a 

regular basis as a family – find an unusual or comfortable place around the 
home where everyone in the family, at the same time, reads for half an 
hour, either together or  individually. Let us know how it goes!  
 
GOOD NEWS ABOUT – SHOUT IT OUT!  

Lots of wonderful things happen at OLQP that the staff, students and 
parents are proud of and excited about. Many of these are commented 
upon but generally only shared with a few others. This year we would like 
to share these good news stories with our whole community. If there is 
something specific you would like to acknowledge in this section of the 

newsletter please contact us.  
Recent OLQP Good News stories include:  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The new astroturf area 

under the flagpole has 

transformed the 

playground, and made 

the school look so much 

bigger and greener from 

the outside. 



 

One mum mentioned how when her daughter was trying to write something and was on 

the verge of giving up, that the mother got very excited and animated, saying how good it 

was her daughter was in the learning pit because it meant that she was learning and 

getting better at things and her daughter then was motivated to keep going and persisted 

until she finished.  Another family mentioned how it helped their son to work out what he 

could do when in an uncomfortable social situation. 

The Learning Pit:   
 
Several parents have spoken with us how they have used the Learning Pit at home with their 
children when they are experiencing difficulty with doing something. Parents are reminding 
their children that it’s okay to be frustrated or uncomfortable but together, and with support, 
they can work out ways to climb out of the pit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all the families who are using the Learning Pit analogy to support your children as 
it is reinforcing what the teachers are doing in their classes and helping the children to better 
understand what learning really is all about.  
 
CANTEEN UPDATE 
We are very pleased to welcome Donna, our new Canteen Manager, to OQLP. Donna is 
very excited about being part of our school and already has been cooking up a storm with 
delicious and healthy food that makes your mouth water. A big hit with the children lately 
seems to be the fresh chicken schnitzel wraps, bolognaise pasta and butter chicken. Any 
feedback about the canteen would be most welcome.  
 
CROSS COUNTRY  

Last Wednesday was a perfect day for our annual OLQP Cross 
Country Carnival. Despite the overnight rain the course at Holy Cross 
College was ideal. What was very apparent on the day amongst 
many of our students was a ‘keep on going’ attitude. A number of 
children were inspirational in the way they modelled a ‘never give up’ 
approach to what they were endeavouring to do. One student, when 
asked what kept him going, commented 
that he wanted to set the right example for 
the younger children. What an awesome 
role model! Thank you to all the families 
and friends who came along to cheer and 

support the children as well as to assist with the running of the 
day. Congratulations to all those students who made it to the next 
level of Cross Country and to Mrs Mel Cooper for organising such 
a successful event. 
 
COUNCIL MEETING 
In response to the concerns of our OLQP community around a safe crossing at the corner of 
Westminster Rd and Victoria Rd we have been invited to send representation to the 
upcoming Ryde Council Meeting this coming Tuesday 27th March at 7pm. The meeting will 
be held above the Ryde City Library in Pope St. It would be appreciated if there were any 
parents that could come along and support our delegates at this meeting.  We have been 
told that the item will be put on the agenda as a matter of urgency and that the meeting 
should be no more than an hour’s duration. Please contact the office or a member of the 
P&F executive if you are able to come along. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

COMPASS  
This year our School is undertaking a new student information system 
called Compass. It is a cloud-based program that will eventually be rolled 
out in all Primary and Secondary schools in the Archdiocese of Sydney 
over the next 4 years. In Term 2 we will be opening the Student and Parent 
Portals and you will have access to parts of Compass. Not every area of 
Compass is currently set up and operating. Modules will be progressively 
opened throughout this year and next. 
 
Parents will initially be able to view their child’s attendance, provide reasons why their child 
is absent or late. You will be able to see any relevant News items, a school calendar, 
assessment dates and documentation like the Student Diary and past Newsletters. Teachers 
and office staff are currently undertaking training in this new system and we will provide 
parent workshops early next term to help you understand how it works and the benefits of 
the system.   
 
ENROLMENTS 
We are now accepting enrolments for all classes for 2019. Please return your competed 
enrolment forms with accompanying documentation as soon as possible and arrange for an 
interview time. Enrolment interviews will be held with the school principal only. Enrolment 
forms can be obtained from the school office or downloaded from the school website. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
As we continue to move towards the liturgical season of 
Easter, we are constantly reminded of God's mercy, 
healing and forgiving love. 
 
Next week, we start Holy Week which begins with Palm 
Sunday, commemorating Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem and culminating with the death of Jesus on 
Good Friday and his resurrection on Easter Sunday.  
 
Next Thursday 29th March, the students of OLQP will be remembering the events of Holy 
Week with a special prayer assembly focusing on the Stations of the Cross starting at 
2:30pm in the OLQP Church. I would like to extend an invitation to all parents, grandparents 
and carers to join us in this liturgical event. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy and Holy 
Easter and leave you with the words of Pope Francis. “Jesus made Himself like the grain of 
wheat that falls to the ground and dies to give life. Our hope springs from that love-filled 
life.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
PARENTS AS VOLUNTEERS INDUCTION MEETINGS – FINAL SESSION FOR 2018 
Thank you to the parents who have now completed their Volunteer Induction sessions for 
2018. As there are a few parents still requesting induction, I am offering one final session 
which will be held for Parents on Thursday 5th April at 9am at St Charles Ryde Hall. 
 
It is a directive from Sydney Catholic Schools that anyone assisting in the classroom, on 
excursions or at sporting events must attend an induction meeting yearly. 
 



 

All volunteers must also ensure that you have registered your working with children number 
and date of birth with the office. To register go to http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au and 
follow the steps for volunteers. 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

 
Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, 
and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days 
before he was crucified. 
 
Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often receive 
palms which they use to participate in the re-enactment of Christ's arrival 
in Jerusalem. In the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young 
donkey. 

 
Palm branches are a widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, hence their preferred 
use on Palm Sunday. The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic; it 
represents the humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in 
war. 
 
Next Sunday, Mass will begin in the school grounds with the Blessing of the Palms followed 
by a procession with the donkey around the school and the procession will then continue into 
the Church. All families have been invited to bring their own palms to wave in the 
procession, either real or made from paper (see instructions for homemade palms at  
http://www.dltk-bible.com/crafts/mpalm.htm). 
 
Easter Liturgies in OLQP Church 
Holy Thursday- 7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by Adoration for the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
Good Friday - 10am Stations of the Cross, 3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
Holy Saturday- 7pm Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection 
Easter Sunday - 9am Mass 
Easter Liturgies in St Charles Church 
Holy Thursday - 7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
Good Friday - 10am Stations of the Cross (re-enactment by the youth).  
   3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion. 
Holy Saturday - 7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection. 
Easter Sunday - 8am, 10am & 6pm 
For more details please contact the Parish Office on 9807 2966 
 

 
Easter Baking Sensation 
Due to the overwhelming success in previous years with loads of yummy 
donations of cookies and treats, the ‘Easter Baking Donation Sensation’ 
will happen again. On Friday 23rd March each family will receive a small 
plastic container, together with a brochure which will include varieties of 
simple cookie recipes. This container, filled with Easter treats, is to be 
returned to school by Holy Thursday 29th March. 

 
In baking together as a family this weekend and spending quality time together you will be 
doing something special for people in need and the time you spend together becomes a 
cherished family memory. 
 
All treats will be delivered to St Vincent de Paul Sydney Night Patrol on Monday 2nd April. It 
is our rostered night on, which means we (parents from our community) can personally tell 
them that these treats have been made with love. We can make quite a difference in the 
lives of the homeless with these treats. This is a wonderful opportunity for our community to 

http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dltk-bible.com/crafts/mpalm.htm


 

reach out to another community in building relationships to improve their life situation. Let’s 
all band together and make this ‘Easter Baking Donation Sensation’ a wonderful success. 
 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
The sacrament of Confirmation Enrolment - Enrolling for the sacrament of Confirmation in 
2018 is done online via the parish website https://sacraments.rgcp.org.au/sacramental-
program. You have until Thursday 5th April at 7pm to complete the enrolment. Enq: Judith 
Morrissey sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 
With the rain threatening to spoil our annual School Cross Country, nerves and a sleepless 
night entailed. Luckily, Our Lady was looking over us and enabled us to hold another 
successful day. Congratulations to all students who participated. We were very proud of your 
efforts. 
 

A Big Shout out goes to DAWSON and their Captain Joel Stepcich for his leadership and 
encouragement. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who will represent our school in the Inner West 
cross Country on 8th May; 
 
Marin Matek, Connor Sakoulas, Luke Walch, Daniel Allshorn, Maddison Sherry, Georgia 
Andrianakos, Eliza Denton, Sofia Mancini, Giordano Di Biagio, Hamish Moulang, Joel 
Stepcich, Thomas Naughton, Isabel Chand, Tina Zhande, Natalie Russo, Olivia Loschiavo, 
Samuel Achie, Tommas Riccardi, Kodi Nguyen, Caleb Leung, Lucy Mutimer, Georgia 
Sherry, Lily Dehlsen, Stella Turnbull, Oliver Naughton,, Kobe Chand, Ethan Sakoulas, Blake 
Egger, Mia Dawson, Helena Allshorn, Charlotte Bortolussi, Mia Stephens. 
More information will follow with some dates and times for training in the next few days. 
 
 

During sport time all classes have been practising their skipping skills  
and improving on the number of skips they can achieve. If you have a 
rope at home, please encourage your child to do some skipping at 
home, alternatively, I am more than happy to loan 
the school’s skipping ropes so that all children 
have access to one.  
 
Enjoy your week, 

 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
Melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: March/April 
Term 1 Week 8 Term 1 Week 9 Term 1 Week 10 

Monday 19 
Tuesday 20 
Wednesday 21 HCCR Orientation to High 

School for Year 5 & 6, 9am-11:45am, 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the Church Hall, 
Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm in the 
OLQP Church 
Thursday 22 Year 4 Reconciliation 10:15-

10:45am, Year 3 & 4 Child/Parent SPaR 
2:30-3pm in the CaCh Room 
Friday 23 Year 5 Prayer Assembly 

2:45pm 

Monday 26 
Tuesday 27 Year 5 & 6 Classroom 

Child/Parent SPaR 2:30-3:00pm 
Wednesday 28 Playgroup 9-10:30am in the 

Church Hall, Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm 
in the OLQP Church 
Thursday 29  Stations of the Cross 2:30pm 

in the Church 
Friday 30 GOOD FRIDAY 
Saturday 31 
Sunday 1 

Monday 2 EASTER MONDAY 
Tuesday 3 
Wednesday 4 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the Church Hall 
Thursday 5 End of Term Mass K-6 9:20-

10:20am 
Friday 6 Kindergarten Prayer Assembly 

2:45pm 
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CANTEEN NEWS 
 

Menu Updates 
 

 
Watermelon slices and fresh fruit cups are now on the menu. 
 
Watermelon – 50 cents per slice 
 
Fruit cups - $1.50 
 

 
Icecreams: 
Milo cups  $3.50 
Vanilla Ice cream Dixie Cup   
 
 
 
There will also be homemade soup of the day in Winter. 
 
 
 
 
A fresh treat of the day will also be for 
sale on occasion at recess times.  
This may include Fairy Bread, 
Homemade Cupcakes etc.    
 

 
 

 
 


