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Dear Parents,  
 
As part of Catholic Schools Week last week we had a wonderful 
performance of the musical item - “Holidays”. This performance was 
presented by our young students in Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 along 
with support from our choir members. The children played to a 
packed house, or I should say, hall.  There was standing room only 
and the many parents and friends who came along obviously enjoyed 
it, from the Thong Song to the Drop Bears! 
 

We thank Mrs Nash for preparing the children, we thank the children for 
entertaining us and the many wonderful adults who came along to watch the 
performance.  We would especially like to thank the staff and children from 
Trinity Early Leaning Centre and Kids Cottage who 
accepted our invitation to come and join us for the 
performance.  They had a terrific time and were very 
appreciative of being included in our school event. 
We are now looking forward to taking the show on 
the road and performing for the children at Christ 
Church Pre-School. We look forward to forging even 
stronger connections with our local childcare centres 
in the future. 

 
Enrolment Time 
All applications for next year’s Kindergarten need to be received by the end of Term 1 as we 
would like to commence interviews at the beginning of Term 2. If you have a little one 
starting school next year & haven't yet picked up your enrolment pack please do so as soon 
as possible or alternatively download the enrolment form from the school website. If you 
know of any families who have a child starting school please encourage them to contact the 
school in order to obtain an enrolment package or direct them to our website for the 
enrolment forms. 

 
 
CLASS PARENTS 
Class Parents are invited to a 2017 Class Parents' meeting, as was mentioned at this term's 
P & F Meeting. This meeting will be held with both Anna Alessi and I in the Library on 
Thursday 6th April at 9:15am. At this meeting we will clarify what the role of class parents is, 
brainstorm ideas for the role and have any questions or concerns clarified. If you are not 
currently a class parent but have ideas that you wish to share please pass them on to either 
Anna or myself, or your current class parents 
 
 

Sadly we will be saying Ciao to Fr Dan at the end of this term. Over the 

last two and a half years, Fr Dan has been a terrific role model, igniting 

the faith in all of us here at OLQP and sharing his many wonderful gifts 

and talents with us. Fr Dan has been appointed as assistant priest to Our 

Lady Star of the Sea Parish in Miranda. We will formally farewell Fr Dan 

in Week 10 on Thursday April 6th and will keep you informed of the details 

regarding this. 



 

Earlier this week you should have all received a copy of the 
Sydney Catholic Schools Parent Charter and a Publication/Media 
Consent Form. We ask that you complete the Consent Form and 
return it to school by Friday March 24th. We also ask that you take 
time to read the Parent Charter and once you have done so, 
please sign and return the acknowledgment slip.  

 
FEEDBACK 
As we are currently in our Catholic Schools enrolment period we invite you to offer any 
feedback you may have regarding our recent Open Day and various school marketing 
strategies. We wish to present ourselves in a proud and positive way to our local community 
and welcome any affirmations or suggestions you may have to offer. 
 
OOSH ARRANGMENTS 
Lately there have been many occasions where children who attend OOSH of an afternoon 
are not present for a session that the parents have booked in for.  The OOSH staff are then 
calling our office to find out if the children have been at school for the day, have left early …  
As you can imagine,  the end of the school day is extremely busy in the office as it is when 
many parents are coming in with queries or to make payments.  To stop everything to look 
for  a child, contact the class teacher to see where they are and then to call or walk down to 
OOSH to update them all takes time and if there is only one office staff member working that 
day, it becomes extremely challenging to juggle so many things all at once.  In accordance 
with the practices of OOSH it is a parent’s responsibility for informing OOSH if their child is 
not going to be at a session they have been booked in for.  If your child is sick for the day or 
you collect them early for an appointment please remember to call OOSH.  Our office staff 
does not know when your child is meant to be at OOSH so cannot inform OOSH of their 
absence. Thanks for your support with this. 

How are your child’s resilience skills developing? 
Resilience is the ability to cope with life’s ups and downs. Children’s resilience is enhanced 
when they: 

 are loved by someone unconditionally 
 have an older person outside the home they can talk to about problems and feelings 
 are praised for doing things on their own and striving to achieve 
 can count on their family being there when needed 
 know someone they want to be like 
 believe things will turn out all right 
 have a sense of a power greater than themselves 
 are willing to try new things 
 feel that what they do makes a difference in how things turn out 
 like themselves 
 can focus on a task and stay with it 
 have a sense of humour 
 make goals and plans, both short and longer term.   

 
Take a look at the next practical tip sheet in our series on Building Emotionally Resilient 
Behaviour in Our Children, which is located at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 

 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
The students of OLQP have been very generous with their 
donations for Project Compassion this year. In the first three 
weeks, the students have raised well over $400. This is equivalent 
to providing resources for one child with disabilities so they can 
attend school for a year in Vietnam. Well done everyone. 
 
Last Friday the students at OLQP celebrated St Patrick’s Day with a touch of green. A big 
thank you to the very creative effort put in by the students to help celebrate the Patron Saint 
of Ireland. 
 
I would like to leave you with the wisdom of Pope Francis 
“The word of God helps us to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially when it 
is weak and vulnerable.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
ICAS 2017 
We are offering students in Year 2 to Year 6 the opportunity to participate in the 2017 ICAS 
Tests. Please ensure all monies are returned to the office by Friday 24th March. The 
University of New South Wales have been designing these tests for 30 years and the 
competition runs across 20 countries worldwide. 
 
What’s Happening in Mathematics? 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, our teaching staff have recently been looking closely 
at the analysis of student Mathematics data. This deep analysis has guided their groupings, 
planning and lessons. We are also currently auditing our class Mathematics resources 
across the school and looking to introduce a range of hands on Mathematical equipment and 
games to assist students to gain a deeper understanding of Mathematical concepts.  
 
Holy Cross College Orientation Morning 
A large group of students from Years 5/6 attended the Orientation Morning on Monday 20 
March. Our students were able to explore the College facilities and meet with past students 
and teaching staff of the College. 
 
Information Afternoon with Holy Cross College Ryde and Marist Sisters Woolwich. 
On Tuesday 21 March, guest speakers from our local systemic Colleges spoke to our 
students in Years 3 - 6. Students learnt about what life is like for a Year 7 student. Some of 
the guest speakers were past students of OLQP.  
 
BYODD Parent Evening. 
On Tuesday 21 March, parents of students in Years 1 and 4 were able to hear a 
presentation by Mrs Boydell, Mrs Lenehan and myself. Our guest speaker was Scott 
Hanson, who is the Leader of eLearning K - 6 in Sydney Catholic Schools. Students in Year 
1 and Year 4 will be our next classes joining our BYODD program. 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Easter Baking Sensation 

Due to an overwhelming success in previous years with loads of yummy 
donations of cookies and treats, the ‘Easter Baking Donation Sensation’ 
will happen again. Next week each family will receive a small plastic 
container together with a brochure which will include varieties of simple 
cookie recipes. This container filled with Easter treats is to be returned to 
school by Wednesday April 5th. Bake together as a family this weekend 
and spend this quality time and you will be doing something special for 
people in need. The time spent becomes, in the end, a cherished family 
memory. 



 

All treats will then be delivered to St Vincent de Paul Sydney Night Patrol. We can make 
quite a difference in the lives of the homeless with these treats. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our community to reach out to another community in building relationships to 
improve their life situation. Let’s all band together and make this ‘Easter Baking Donation 
Sensation’ a wonderful success. 
 
Goodbye and Good Luck Father Dan  
Over 60 students attended Ignite last Friday to farewell Father 
Dan. The evening was packed with lots to do, including many 
outdoor activities: dodgeball, soccer etc. During reflection time, we 
listened to the ‘Irish Blessing Song’ sung by two year 6 students 
and we prayed for Father Dan to be held in God’s hand. We all 
wish you the best of luck in your new parish at Miranda. 
 
Lent still has a way to go. How are you going with it?  
Today the message on your Lenten Calendar is:-What is the best thing you said to 
somebody today? Say something nice and smile 
Take a moment, sit down with a cup of tea and enjoy reading this article on Lent and family. 
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/marilyn-rodrigues-a-softer-lent-of-little-everyday-
penances/ 
 
‘God’s love is too deep for words to express.’ Mary MacKillop 
Blessings, 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Teacher Learner Coach (TLC) 
A school-wide focus for 2017 is to develop writing from K-6 across all subject areas. In order 
to build the quality of student writing, teachers at OLQP have embarked upon a year-long 
focus on grammar. Grammar is at the core of developing meaning and understanding. 
Without good grammar, the things that we read, write or simply hear would not make sense. 
Through authentic learning experiences, which align with the NSW English Syllabus, 
students will explore the purpose and function of grammar when communicating. 
 
A further supplement, adding to the school writing focus, will be through building teacher 
capacity by applying knowledge of the NAPLAN marking criteria to student work. Once upon 
a time, only NAPLAN markers had access to these excellent tools and measures. This year, 
for the first time, knowledge of the marking criteria has been shared and explained online to 
all teachers, through the NSW Educational Standards Authority (NESA) formally 
known as BOSTES. The marking criteria reflect the syllabus outcomes and will 
support and enhance students and teachers across all stages. A shared 
common understanding makes the learning goals easier to achieve. We look 
forward to some very practical and creative lessons which will assist your child 
in their learning this year as well as provide fun, creative and exciting learning. 
 
Pia Darmenia 
 
SPORT NEWS 
This term has seen the start of Co-operative games and the beginning of our fitness program 
for the annual school cross country. Your children's enthusiasm, camaraderie and teamwork, 
have been outstanding. You should be very proud. If your child is competing in sport outside 
of school, I would love to hear about it, so please feel free to email me with their 
achievements. 
 
Well done to ALL students who competed at the Inner West Swimming Carnival. Despite the 
weather, your efforts and enthusiasm were outstanding representing our school with great 
spirit and pride. A big congratulation must go to Zara Chand who was successful at the Inner 
West carnival and was selected to trial for Sydney Archdiocese. 
 
This term has seen many Stage 3 students represent our school at the Inner West trials for a 
variety of sports. Congratulations to Joseph Obeid, trialling for Rugby League and has made 
the Inner West side and Anais Driessen, Georgia Andrianakos and James Russo who 
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trialled for Soccer. Congratulations to Georgia who has made the Inner West and Sydney 
sides and is now travelling to Canberra to trial for the Mackillop side. Congratulations to 
Emily Bortolussi, Charli Simon, Victoria Moulang and Emily Foreman who trialled with very 
tough competition in Netball and Phoenix Markham who trialled for the Inner West Touch 
Football side. They all did themselves and OLQP proud. 

 
We are all looking forward to our school Cross Country taking place on Friday March 31st. 
Our sports captains have decided to add some fun and introduce a change to the cross 
country by asking students to come dressed as a Character in their house colour. Some 
examples are, GREEN - Hulk, Shrek, Ninja Turtle, BLUE - Smurf, Cookie Monster, Snow 
White, RED - cheer leader, Elmo, Mickey or Minnie Mouse and YELLOW - Minion, Big Bird, 
princess. Please remember, this is NOT compulsory. Your child can still wear their sports 
shorts and colour T Shirt in their house colour. 
 
Thank you all for your warm welcome this year, your children have been wonderful and are 
showing me why Our Lady Queen of Peace is such an amazing school. Don’t forget to keep 
practising your Cooper Claps! 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
STAGE 1 EXCURSION  

On Tuesday, Stage 1 went on an excursion to the Australian Museum and St Mary's 
Cathedral. At the museum we learnt about spiders and other animals and insects. 
 
Did you know there are three groups of spiders? Hunters, weavers and burrowers. Did you 
know that spider's silk is stronger than steel? 
 
After lunch in Hyde Park, we went to St Mary's Cathedral. We walked around and saw a 
priest saying Mass, some golden altars and some colourful stained glass windows. The best 
thing we did at the Cathedral was light a candle and say our prayer at the altar. 
 
It was a wonderful day.  
 
PARISH NEWS 
Fr Dan’s Farewell 
Fr Dan’s final Mass in our parish will be celebrated at the 10am Mass in St Charles Church 
on Sunday 23rd April to be followed by a farewell celebration. More details will follow 
shortly. 
 
Fr Peter Kwak, currently Chaplain at the University of New South Wales has been 
appointed our new assistant priest from April 25th 2017. As the announcement has just been 
made, more details about Fr Peter will follow in the coming weeks. We look forward to 
welcoming Fr Peter to our parish community on April 25th 2017. 
 
2nd Rite of Reconciliation for Lent 
This year the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation will be celebrated on Thursday March 30th at 7.00pm 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church. 
 
New Procedures for High School References 
Parents who require Parish Priest’s references to be completed for their child’s application 
are now required to make a 10-15 minute appointment with Fr Richard. Please contact the 
parish office for an appointment time 9807 2966. 
 
Geraldine Rastall   Business Manager Ryde-Gladesville Parish 



 

P & F NEWS 
It has been great to see so many families using the pedestrian crossing at Oxford Street 
instead of crossing at the roundabout. I think the new fluoro crossing flags supplied by 
council are doing the job. The topic of pedestrian and KAR gate safety is often raised at P&F 
meetings, and the school, together with P&F, are continuing to work with council to improve 
the pedestrian safety around the school, but at the end of the day it comes down to us, the 
parent body, to ensure we are helping our kids do the right thing both at the crossing and at 
KAR gate. Your continued help with this is appreciated and hopefully we will have more 
news from council at the next P&F meeting in May. 
 
Our first Fundraising Committee meeting was held on Monday night, thank you to those who 
were able to come along. We are working on having a final date and venue details out in the 
next couple of weeks. If any parents have any ideas/suggestions or would like to help out 
with the planning and sourcing of prizes, auction items etc please contact any of the P&F 
committee. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: March/April 
Term 1 Week 8 Term 1 Week 9 Term 1 Week 10 

Monday 20  
Tuesday 21 HCCR Presentation to boys 

Yrs 3-Yrs 6, MSCW Presentation to girls 
Yrs 3-Yr 6 
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh 
Room 2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 23 10.20 Stations of the Cross – 

Years 1 & 2  
Friday 24 Year 6 Prayer Assembly 

Monday 27 
Tuesday 28 Reconciliation Year 5 Church 

9.50-10.50am  
Wednesday 29 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh 
Room 2.30pm-3pm, Confirmation Session 
& Commitment St Charles 7-8pm 
Thursday 30 
Friday 31 Cross Country Carnival HCC 

Ryde, No Canteen or Prayer Assembly 
today due to Cross Country 

Monday 3  
Tuesday 4  
Wednesday 5 Stage 3 Excursion, 

Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall, Coffee 
and Chat in the CaCh Room 2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 6 Stage 3 Excursion, Fr Daniel’s 

Farewell 
Friday 7 Stage 3 Excursion, Holy Week 

Prayer Assembly 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

Saturday 8 
Sunday 9 Palm Sunday Mass 9am, 

procession with donkey 
TERM 2 COMMENCES MONDAY APRIL 24 
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