
 
 
March 6, 2019                                                                                                 Newsletter 3/19 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Thank you to those families that made it along to the Welcome Mass and who will attend the 
Drinks Under the Stars this Friday night. Both events I am sure will be extremely well 
supported and a lovely way to invite our many new families into life at our parish school. It is 
wonderful to see these families already becoming more and more settled into our OLQP 
community. A very big thank you to those many parents and the P & F Committee who have 
and will help organise, cook and serve at both events. It is events like these that truly show 
our vibrant and dynamic community spirit. 
 

I hope this week families got even a little time to experience something new 
together, relax and do something together without the distractions of 
Homework. Maybe in Week 10 we could also have a day where we agree not 
to use mobile devices for enjoyment purposes? 
 

Our first Reading Afternoon was a great success due to our parents and 
families supporting this wonderful initiative. Reading is such a vital part of 
learning and the example of parents for our children is such a powerful 
motivation for the young. Thank you all. 
 

This week we celebrated Catholic Schools Week as well as Shrove Tuesday and Ash 
Wednesday which signifies the beginning of the season of Lent. It was wonderful to see so 
many families join us in Mass and the infant’s liturgy. During this season of Lent signified by 
the colour purple we remain signed with the cross on our foreheads from Ash Wednesday. 
The cross is a symbol of mortality, contrition and repentance. We are asked to fast, pray and 
give to others so that we can revitalise our own personal relationship with our God who is 
gracious and merciful and bestows abundant life on all. 
 

2019 DRINKS UNDER THE STARS 
Once again, the P & F ‘Drinks Under the Stars’, will take place in this term on Friday 8th 
March from 7-10pm on the school playground. All new and existing OLQP parents are 
invited to come along and enjoy a relaxing and social evening with fine food and drink. I look 
forward to seeing a great roll up on the night. 



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK & OPEN DAY 2019 
A reminder that during Catholic Schools Week all parents and families are invited to join 
us at OLQP to view your child/children’s classrooms from 9:00am this Thursday 
morning straight after assembly. From 9:30am any new families who would like to enroll 
their child at OLQP in 2020 will also be visiting the school to take part in a guided tour of the 
school site. 
 
FEDERAL EDUCATION MINISTER VISIT 
Last week our local federal Minister John Alexander visited OLQP and St Charles with the 
Federal Education Minister Dan Tehan. It was a wonderful opportunity for both schools 
especially for our Year 6 leaders. Please see the link below. 
 
https://aboutcatholicschools.wordpress.com/2019/03/01/students-quiz-education-minister/ 
 
Dates to remember: 
Holy Cross Open Day Sunday 10th March 10:00am-1:00pm. 
Marist Sisters Woolwich Open Day Saturday 23rd March. 
 
2020 ENROLMENT PACKAGES  
From this week enrolment packages are available from the school office for all families who 
may have a child who will start school in 2020. 
 
ONLINE ORDERING WITH FLEXI SCHOOLS 
Flexi Schools online ordering 
Some parents may be aware we have experienced problems for the last three Friday's with 
the online ordering system. This has been an issue from Flexi Schools end and it is being 
looked into and will hopefully be rectified very soon. 
 
It is suggested you place your order early on Thursday evening in advance for the Friday 
recess and lunch, if problems occur please send your order in with your child in a brown 
paper bag, with their name and class clearly marked, with the correct money. 
 
Flexi Schools website: https://www.flexischools.com.au/ 
 
Looking forward to another busy and exciting year ahead together in partnership. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Holy Cross College, Ryde and Marist Sisters College, Woolwich visit OLQP 
On Wednesday 27th February, teachers and students from Marist Sisters College, Woolwich 
and Holy Cross College, Ryde visited our Year 4, 5 and 6 students to discuss life in High 
School. We are very fortunate to have such high quality, innovative feeder schools in our 
local area. Many of our students will move onto these secondary schools in Year 7. Holy 
Cross Open Day is this Sunday 10th March. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON READING AFTERNOON 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for an afternoon of dropping 
everything and reading. It was a beautiful summer’s day and the children thoroughly enjoyed 
the opportunity to relax in the sun and just read. Thank you to Tom and Marcus from the 
Technology Team for the photographs. Great job boys. 

https://aboutcatholicschools.wordpress.com/2019/03/01/students-quiz-education-minister/
https://www.flexischools.com.au/


CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
Last Friday we welcomed children from the local preschool Goodstart to take part in Clean 
Up Australia. Each grade was designated an area and worked hard to ensure it was clean 
and that rubbish was placed in the red bin and recycling in the blue. We also used the day 
as a reminder of how God has gifted us with creation and it is our responsibility to care for it 
as His stewards on earth. Each family was presented with a seedling to remind them of this 
very special gift. A big thank you to Bunnings at Rydalmere for donating some of the plants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRITING 
In class Year 5 are studying endangered animals in particular the Sumatran Tiger. The 
children are working on the use of specific vocabulary to describe and engage the readers. 
They are writing texts to persuade the reader to understand the issues facing the Sumartran 
Tiger today and suggest ways we can help. There is definitely some fabulous writing going 
on in the classrooms. 
 

 

Maree Simpson 
Assistant Principal 

Humans are the cause of the Sumatran Tiger crisis.  
Over the last century the population of the majestic Sumatran Tiger has plummeted. 
Deforestation is a colossal problem for these endangered species. Bulldozers smash down two 
million football fields worth of the striped beauties’ habitat every year in Sumatra. The plight of 
these astonishing animals is dreadful. What can we do? Their survival is dependent on the 
choices of humans. 
By Lyla Moore. Year 5 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This week marks the start of the Catholic Church’s liturgical season of 
Lent. This is a time of waiting and is the season of preparation before 
Easter. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 6th March and ends when the 
Triduum begins on Holy Thursday.  
 
Lent is a time of reconciliation and when we make space in our lives to 
think about our relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ and the ways in which we are 
responding to his love and care for us.  
 
During this time, we can focus on our Lenten promises whilst focusing on the three Lenten 
traditions of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. Please take time to discuss this with your 
children. Some suggestions include: 
 

 Prayer Joining together in daily prayer 

 Fasting Encouraging your child to give up one of their favourite treats for Lent 

 Almsgiving Donating to Project Compassion 
 
This year we will continue the tradition of fundraising for Caritas Australia through Project 
Compassion. The theme for 2019 calls on everybody to “Give Lent 100% in the Name of 
Hope” in 2019. 
 
Each class will receive their Project Compassion boxes during 
Shrove Tuesday celebrations and all boxes need to be returned 
before the end of Term 1. 
 
A huge thank you to all the families who were able to donate to 
the Term 1 St Vinnies Night Patrol, Anna Alessi was extremely 
touched by the large amount of donations. 
 
During Lent I would like to continue to extend an invitation for all the members of the OLQP 
community to take some time out of their very hectic lives and join in with quiet prayer on 
either Tuesday and/or Thursday mornings in the OLQP Church for the Exposition and 
Benediction of the Blessed Eucharist from 7am and 9am. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis to focus on “Sometimes we may 
feel we are alone in facing difficulties. But, even if He doesn’t intervene 
immediately, the Lord walks by our side and, if we keep going forward, He will 
open up a new path.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
The season of Lent is now upon us and we hope that your children enjoyed their pancakes 
on Shrove Tuesday. We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of Gladesville McDonald's for 
their donation of butter, jam, serving knives and serviettes for all the children to accompany 
their pancakes. Well done to our School Liturgy Leaders, Ethan and Olivia, for leading us so 
beautifully in our Shrove Tuesday prayer assembly. On this day we also launched our OLQP 
Caritas Lenten Appeal - your generous donations towards this very worthy cause are much 
appreciated. 
 
Lent provides us with time to reflect on our relationship with God and also with each other. 
Whilst giving up a favourite treat can help us to understand what it is like to go without, Lent 
can also be a time of change and positive growth as a person and as a family. It can be a 
time of really reaching out to others and trying to be the best version of ourselves. 
 
Anne Bortolussi     Family Educator     anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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PARISH NEWS 

Confirmation Information evening 
This will be held on Tuesday 12th March at OLQP Church from 7:00-8:00pm or you can 
attend on Wednesday 20th March at SCB Church from 7:00-8:00pm. You must attend this 
evening in order to receive the information to enrol for this sacrament. Both evenings are 
identical so you only need to attend one. The sacrament of Confirmation will be held on 
Sunday 25th August at 12:30pm at St Mary's Cathedral. 
 
For any queries in regards to the sacramental program please contact Judith Morrissey 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966 (Thursday and Friday). 
 
Catechist Helpers 
We need people to be helpers in the classroom for Catholic scripture at Gladesville Public 
(Wednesday mornings) and Boronia Park Public (Wednesday from 11:25-12:30pm) schools. 
All resources, training and support is given to you to help assist. If you have 30 minutes on a 
Wednesday where you can offer some help then contact Judith Morrissey 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Congratulations to all students who represented our 
school at the Inner West Swimming Carnival. You all 
displayed good sportsmanship, tried your hardest and 
made us all proud. Congratulations to Natalie Russo who 
has been selected into the Inner West Soccer Team and 
Isabel Chand who was successful in making the Inner 
West Netball Team. 
 
Training continues for our school cross Country during 
class time, so please help your children by taking them 
for runs or walks at home or at your local park. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
Sending apologies for not introducing myself sooner, my name is Liz Mulcare and I am the 
new music teacher at OLQP. 
 
It has been a whirlwind few weeks setting up and sorting out plans and ideas for Term 1, 
already I can see that the children are enjoying the new program. We have started focusing 
on the development of drama-based skills this term and I am really pleased with the way 
every student has thrown themselves into the learning activities and are fast developing their 
skills they might not even have realised they had! 
 
In using this spirit of improvisation and collaboration I feel every child will be encouraged to 
find and develop their own individual skills and talents through music, drama and dance 
throughout the year. 
 
I am looking forward to a fun-filled and inspiring year, meeting and working with as many of 
you as possible! 
 
Watch this space for further exciting ‘performance’ news…. 
 
Liz Mulcare   Music/Drama Teacher 
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CREATIVE DOVES NEWS 
The Year 6 Creative Doves group has started on their first project for 2019. The girls with the 
help of Mrs Sharon Smith are making chair bags to send to schools in Townsville who have 
lost everything in the recent floods. 
 
Each year this group of girls decide on sewing projects for charities or other groups I need. 
The girls happily give up their lunch break each Tuesday to do this, putting into practice 
Mary McKillop’s works…. ‘Never see a need without doing something about it’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P&F NEWS 
Book in the baby sitters and get ready as the first major event for the year kicks off this 
Friday night with Drinks Under the Stars. Martina and Diana have been working hard with 
the year 1 parents to deliver a fantastic night. If you have not already returned your RSVP 
please do so ASAP this week by completing the form that was sent home and return it to the 
office. 
 
A big thanks to one of our major fundraising supporters in Function Physio. As you all know 
fundraising is crucial to putting on all the special events we hold at school and Function 
Physio have been a great supporter of this. Please take a look at the flyer attached to the 
newsletter for some special offers and keep them in mind for the upcoming winter sport 
season! 
 
Chris Voysey   P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: March 
Term 1 Week 6 

Catholic Schools Week 
Term 1 Week 7 

 
Term 1 Week 8 

 

Monday 4 
Tuesday 5 Combined Regional Swimming 

Carnival, Shrove Tuesday  
Wednesday 6 Ash Wednesday Mass 

12pm, Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in the hall 
Thursday 7 Open Day, Open 
Classrooms from 9:00am and Kindy 
Tours for new families 9:30-11:00am 
Friday 8 Drinks Under the Stars 7:00-

10:00pm 
Saturday 9 
Sunday 10 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 11 Year 2 Prayer Assembly 

2:45pm 
Tuesday 12 OLQP Confirmation Information 

Night 7:00-8:00pm 
Wednesday 13

 
Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the Church Hall, 
Thursday 14  
Friday 15 Ignite Year 4-6, 6:00-8:00pm 

OLQP Church Hall 
Saturday 16 
Sunday 17 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

Monday 18 Kindergarten Prayer 

Assembly 2:45pm 
Tuesday 19  
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am 

in the hall, St Charles Confirmation Night  
7:00-8:00pm 
Thursday 21  
Friday22 Cross Country at HCCR 
Saturday 23 
Sunday 24 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am 

mailto:chrisvoysey@hotmail.com


 


