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Dear Parents, 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Catholic Schools Week is a special time in the year when we 
celebrate and give thanks for Catholic Schools, especially our own 
school, Our Lady Queen of Peace. This year’s Catholic Schools 
Week theme is, ‘Inspiring Hearts and Minds’. At OLQP we 
believe that if we can inspire the hearts and minds of our students, 
we are preparing a very solid foundation for their futures as well as 
for the future of our society. In our Catholic schools, we share in 
God’s great story and we grow in wisdom of the Spirit and in 
communion with God and with one another. 
 
Our Lady Queen of Peace is among the more than 620 Catholic schools in NSW and the 
ACT that will celebrate Catholic Schools Week from 4th-10th March, 2018. At OLQP we 
believe we are very privileged to belong to a strong community of faith that continues to 
shape learning and teaching. 
 
During Catholic Schools Week, we take the opportunity to strengthen relationships between 
our school and valued community members including parents, grandparents, carers, parish 
friends and our parish priest Fr Greg Morgan. We also give thanks for the wonderful learning 
and teaching that takes place each day in every classroom, playground and learning space 
here at OLQP. In addition, we give thanks to those who came before us and paved the way 
to providing a quality faith based education system. 
 
This year, Sydney Catholic schools including Our Lady Queen of Peace have adopted the 
theme Inspiring Spirits and Minds. This theme highlights the rich spiritual, academic, and 
social aspects of a Catholic education and draws inspiration from Pope Francis, who has 
called the Holy Spirit a gift which inspires a deeper understanding of God’s word and the 
teachings of Jesus. 
 
Along with providing the many learning opportunities which stimulate students’ minds and 
ready them to make a valuable contribution to their communities, our teachers are 
committed to being inspirational role models who enrich the Catholic spirituality of our young 
people in a deep and meaningful encounter with Jesus. 
 
I look forward to you joining us for our AMAZING Open Day this coming Friday 9th March 
from 2:30pm – 5:00pm, where we have planned a myriad of activities to showcase the 
many wonderful ways inspiration is shared at OLQP. From 2:30pm please feel free to go 
into your children’s classes and engage in the interactive lessons that are taking place. 
Your children and the teachers want you to join in, not just be a bystander! When the bell 
has gone at 3.10pm please make your way to the CaCH room to enjoy some afternoon tea. 
From 3:30pm join your children at the main entrance to the school to begin the OLQP 
Amazing Race where you will receive clues, road blocks and detours to find your way 
around the school whilst undertaking a variety of tasks and being entertained by buskers 
along the way. Have a terrific afternoon. 
 

Come Holy Spirit, come, 
open our minds to your wisdom and guidance, 
and fill our hearts with the energy of your love. 

Inspire all in our school community to find joy in God’s people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

Amen.



 

DRINKS UNDER THE STARS 
Our 2018 ‘Drinks Under the Stars’ event was yet again another great success. Our Year 1 
parents did a marvellous job of hosting this event. A big thank you goes out to them. The 
food was incredible, the music and accompanying disco ball were terrific and the company 
wonderful. It was great to see so many parents and staff enjoying themselves. Thank you to 
all those who were able to come along and support one of our favourite OLQP community 
events. We hope all our new families feel very at home and very welcome to be part of the 
OLQP family. 
 
HOME/SCHOOL COMMUNICATION  
Attached with this week’s newsletter is the Sydney 
Catholic Schools Information sheet for Parents – 
Communicating with School Staff. With all the various 
forms of communication available to us these days it 
is necessary for such a document to be compiled in 
order for us to engage with each other in the most 
effective way. Please take the time to read through 
the sheet as it will guide you in your communications 
with the school and help to continue our open home 
/school communication practices. One thing that staff 
are requesting is that when you contact the office for a meeting or a return phone call to 
please give an indication as to what you'd like to discuss in order for the relevant staff to 
have available, when they speak with you, any information that may be relevant to the 
discussion. This helps to make sure that everyone is best prepared and that it is a profitable 
conversation for everyone. Please also note when reading this information sheet that if 
you would like to request a face to face meeting or return phone call with any staff 
member that you contact the office, either by phone, in person or email, rather than 
contacting the staff member directly. Thank you for your support in this area. 
 
ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be commencing a fortnightly e-bulletin to all 
families and staff connected to Sydney Catholic Schools. It will include tips and 
the latest news from the Archdiocese including our schools that may be of 
particular interest to parents. The Archbishop sees this as a wonderful way to 
connect with you as parents in ways that will be beyond individual schools in the 
broader Sydney region. It will only be sent during school term time. 
 
VISITORS TO OLQP 

We were very honoured to have many young visitors from 
Trinity Preschool and Kids Cottage visit us last week. They 
came over to enjoy our musical performance of “Everything 
Bears” where all our eyes and ears were delighted with the 
‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’, ‘Bear Hunt’, ‘Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears’ and ‘There was a Bear’ items. The children and their 
carers had a wonderful afternoon and on our visits to 
preschools the following day, the children were still very 
animatedly talking about what they saw. To all our adult 

visitors who came along to view the performance, we hope you were equally impressed and 
were animatedly talking about it with your family and friends that night. Congratulations go to 
all our infant students, choir students, dancers and Mrs. Nash for entertaining us in such a 
wonderful way.  
 
YOUNG ENGINEERS  

Our Young Engineers After School Club is a great success. All those who are 
part of it cannot wait for Tuesday afternoon to come around fast enough. 
Members of the club when asked about it say, “Over the last couple of weeks 
we have been learning about kinetic and potential energy, gear transmission 
and the history of aviation. We learn the theory and then we get to apply what 
we learn in the making of different models with motors.” 



 

They have so far made a car, catapult, flying man, pirate ship ride and a 
drumming kit. Comments from some of them include:  
 
“It’s fun to use Lego with motors,” “I really enjoy learning how things move” and 
“It is vastly improving my knowledge of physics and engineering whilst I am 
having fun and spending time with my friends.” They all definitely recommend it! 
 

 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
Don't forget that this coming Monday 12th March is a Staff Development Day. If you require 
childcare for the day there are still a number of places available at OOSHC. You can arrange 
for this by contacting Gowrie OOSHC on 8571 9744 or 0448 600 070. 
 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
As we continue along our Lenten journey we continue to meet 
challenges that test us. It is at this point where the Spiritual and 
Corporal works of Mercy can guide us to do good for others. Pope 
Francis shares with us that, “Almsgiving helps us to recognise 
our neighbour as our brother or sister, and to acknowledge that 
what we possess is never ours alone”. 
 

As a form of almsgiving, OLQP are participating in Caritas’ 
Project Compassion which brings thousands of 
Australians together in solidarity with the world's poor to 

help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. So 
far we have raised close to $200 to assist with the world’s most needy. With this money 
Caritas can purchase two boxes of materials for children to learn carpentry at the Matuba 
Children’s Centre in Mozambique. 
 
I would like to leave you with the thoughts of Catherine McAuley, the foundress of the Sister 
of Mercy, “If the love of God really reigns in your heart, it will quickly show itself in the 
exterior.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Parents as Volunteers Induction Meetings - Just a quick reminder regarding the Volunteer 
Induction Meetings, there is one session remaining for this Term on Wednesday 14th March, 
St Charles Hall, 7pm prior to the P&F Meeting. It is a directive from Sydney Catholic Schools 
that anyone assisting in the classroom, on excursions or at sporting events must attend an 
induction meeting yearly. 
 
All volunteers must also ensure that you have registered your working with children number 
and date of birth with the office. To register your number go to 
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Thank you so much for the way the children are presenting themselves in their school 
uniforms. They are definitely showing great pride in the school. 
Have a lovely week. 
 
Maree Simpson 
Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/


 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
 
 
 
 

● Missed the start of Lent? No bother – start whenever you can – even an imperfect 
attempt is better than none. 

● Make it achievable, write it down. Poorly defined goals tend to get lost in the clutter of 
life. 

● Keep forgetting to honour your Lenten promise? Diarise it. Set the alarm on your 
phone. Put sticky notes on the bathroom mirror. Pen it on the back of your hand. Get 
an accountability partner (kids make excellent ones!). 

● Returned to bad habits? Just start over. Recommit regularly to your Lenten promise. 
● Struggling to stay motivated? Reinforce your Lenten promise by offering it for an 

additional cause. e.g. the comfort of a sick friend, charity work etc. 
 
Parish Ministry Meet, Greet, Prayer & Formation Saturday 10th March. 
Attention everyone involved in a Parish Ministry plus anyone who wishes to be 
involved. Fr Greg would love to meet all ministers for a Meet, Greet, Prayer and Formation 
morning on Saturday 10 March from 8am to 1pm in Borromeo Hall in the Parish Centre at 
Ryde. Cathy Kennedy from Encounter will be a guest speaker. This is very important for our 
parish community so we would love to see you there. For catering purposes please RSVP to 
the Parish Office 9807 2966 or email manager@rgcp.org.au 
 
Ignite Years 4-6      Friday 6pm - 8pm   16th March - OLQP Church Hall 
The evening will be packed with lots to do, including many outdoor and indoor games and 
activities, a time to reflect and a time to share a meal together. Bring $5 and wear something 
green. 
  
Parent / Child Classroom SPaR (Stop, Pray and Reflect). 
All parents and grandparents are invited to join their child/grandchild for prayer in 
their classroom. An invitation will come home soon. 
 
Kindy:  Thursday 8,  March 9.10am  Week 6 
Year 1 and 2: Tuesday 10, April 2.30pm              Week 11 
Year 3 and 4: Thursday 22,  March 2.30pm  Week 8 
Year 5 and 6: Tuesday 27,  March 2.30pm  Week 9 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Altar Server Training 
An invitation is extended to any students in Years 4-6, who have made their First 
Communion, to become an altar server at OLQP Church. There will be two sessions that you 
will need to attend, which are:  Wednesday 4th April & 11th April from 3.30 - 4.30pm in the 
OLQP Church. To rsvp or for further enquiries, please email Judith Morrissey 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Sacramental Program 2018 
A letter will be passed on to students on Wednesday 7th March - Year 3 (First Reconciliation 
and Communion) and Year 6 (Confirmation) in regards to the sacramental program this year. 
Parents/Guardians who have children in Years 4 or 5 who would like to complete their First 
Reconciliation and Communion, please contact Judith Morrissey sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
for further information. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
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MUSIC NEWS 

Last Thursday OLQP music students presented an Infants concert titled 
'Everything Bears'. The concert gave children the opportunity to entertain our 

local preschools, Trinity Early Learning Centre and Kids Cottage. The 
performance involved Kindergarten with their ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’, Year 1 
‘Going on a Bear Hunt’, Year 2 ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and the Choir 
‘There Was a Bear’. The finale was Year 6 dance items. The dancers created 
their own choreography and rehearsed during recess and lunchtimes. An 
amazing afternoon’s performance from Kindergarten to Year 6. Well done 
everyone. 
 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS 
With the Cross Country fast approaching I am sure all of our students are practising and 
challenging themselves for a great day. 
 
Don’t forget to mark it in your diary for Wednesday 14th March at Holy Cross College. I can’t 
wait to see our future athletes doing their best. 
 
Mel Cooper. 
Melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 

DOGS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 
As a school community we have been very responsible in adhering to the legislation 
regarding dogs on school property. We have many new families who may not be 
familiar with the legislation, the Companion Animals Act 1998. For their benefit and as 
a timely reminder for us all, the relevant parts of S14 “Dogs prohibited in some public 
places” are reproduced below: 
 
1. Dogs are prohibited in the following places (whether or not they are leashed or 

otherwise controlled): 
(e) School grounds (meaning any property occupied or used for a purpose connected 
with the conduct of a government school or non- government school under the 
Education Act 1990 , other than any property used for a residence. 

2. If a dog is in a place in which dogs are prohibited under this section: 
(a) the owner of the dog, or 
(b) if the owner is not present at the time of the offence and another person who is of 
or above the age of 16 years is in charge of the dog at that time - that other person, 
is guilty of an offence. 
 

5. A dog is not prohibited under this section in a school ground or child care centre if it is 
there with the permission of the person controlling the school ground or child care centre. 

 
8. This section does not apply to the following dogs: 

(a) a police dog 
(b) a dog that is an assistance animal being used bona fide by a person with a 
disability to assist the person. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in observing this legislation. 
 

Dominica Boydell 
W.H.S. Committee

mailto:Melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

P&F NEWS 
Our OLQP annual Drinks Under the Stars was another fantastic night. Thank you to all of the 
parents and teachers who came along to celebrate and welcome the new families to our 
community. 
 
Special thanks to Nora Ricardo and Maz Moore and the Year 1 parents who made sure that 
a great night was had by all. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: February/March  
Term 1 Week 6 Term 1 Week 7 Term 1 Week 8 

Monday 5 
Tuesday 6 Year 6 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the Church Hall, Parish Lenten Program 2-
3pm in the OLQP Church, CSW Amazing 
Reading Afternoon 2:30-3:00pm 
Thursday 8 Spar (Stop, Pray & Reflect) 

Kindergarten Classroom 9:00-9:30am 
Friday 9  CSW OPEN DAY  
                2:30pm - 5:00pm  

Open Classrooms from 2:30pm,  
Afternoon Tea in CaCH Room 3:10pm, 
Whole School Assembly 3:00-3:10pm, 
Amazing Race Open Day 2:30-4:00pm 

Monday 12 STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY –  
                     PUPIL FREE DAY 
Tuesday 13  
Wednesday 14 Cross Country at HCCR, 

Playgroup 9-10.30am in the Church Hall, 
Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm in the OLQP 
Church, Parents as Volunteer Induction at 
Ryde 7:00-7:30pm 
Thursday 15 Infants Mass K-2 9:20am-

10:20am 
Friday 16 Year 2 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm, 

Ignite Years 4-6 OLQP Church Hall 6-8pm 
Saturday 17 
Sunday 18 Family Mass led by Year 5  

9-10am 

Monday 19 
Tuesday 20 
Wednesday 21 HCCR Orientation to High 

School for Year 5 & 6, 9am-11:45am, 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the Church Hall, 
Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm in the 
OLQP Church 
Thursday 22 Year 4 Reconciliation 10:15-

10:45am, Year 3 & 4 Child/Parent SPaR 
2:30-3pm in the CaCh Room 
Friday 23 Year 5 Prayer Assembly 

2:45pm 
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