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Dear Parents,  
 
Our Lady Queen of Peace is among the more than 620 Catholic schools in NSW and the 
ACT that will celebrate Catholic Schools Week from 5-11 March 2017. 
 
During Catholic Schools Week, we take the opportunity to strengthen relationships between 
our school and valued community members including parents, grandparents, carers, parish 
friends and our parish priest Fr Richard. 
 
This year, Sydney Catholic schools, including OLQP have adopted the theme Inspiring 
Spirits and Minds. The theme highlights the rich spiritual, academic, and social aspects of a 
Catholic education and draws inspiration from Pope Francis, who has called the Holy Spirit a 
gift which inspires a deeper understanding of God’s word and the teachings of Jesus.  
 

Along with providing the many learning opportunities which stimulate students’ minds and 
ready them to make a valuable contribution to their communities, our teachers are 
committed to being inspirational role models who enrich the Catholic spirituality of our young 
people in a deep and meaningful encounter with Jesus. 
 
Yesterday we held a fabulous Open Day afternoon where we showcased the many 
wonderful ways inspiration is stimulated at OLQP. We hope you enjoyed sharing in our 
special day and encourage you to spread the word around the community about what a 
gem of a school we have here and how our mission to inspire the spirits and minds of 
our students is taken very seriously. 
 
Why do we have the season of Lent?  
In the early church, Lent originated as a time of repentance for those preparing for 
baptism. Having experienced the call to conversion, those seeking initiation into the 
Christian community resolved to turn away from sin and embrace a gospel life. They 
were baptized at the Easter Vigil. Today, the six week period of Lent is a time of 
repentance and renewal for the whole Church. It is a time when we prayerfully take 
stock of our lives, turn away from all lifestyle habits that contradict the Gospel and 
renew our commitment to Christ and each other. 
 
Please see the attached Lenten penance letter from Archbishop Fisher at the back of this 
newsletter. May this season of Lent be a period of growth for all of us. 
 
Revitalisation Project 

Last week, Jed Hayes and I attended an Ideas Lab workshop led by 
Education Changemakers which is the required first step in our 
Revitalisation Project planned for this year. Our revitalisation project 
aims to provide vibrant and innovative learning spaces that enhance 
learning and teaching. This  will involve the refurbishment of learning 
spaces that align with current research, our school's vision for 
learning, Authentic Learning principles and environmental 
sustainability. Our next step in the project is to consult with staff and 

students about their optimal teaching and learning spaces as well as undertake related 
research.  We will continue to keep you updated on this exciting project.  
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Congratulations to Robbie Ricardi for his great achievements with music. Robbie 
was awarded a Pass with Honours in the Practice of Music for First Grade Piano 

from the Australian Music examinations Board. 

Drinks Under the Stars 
Once again our Drinks under the Stars evening was a great 
success. Many thanks go to the Year 1 parents for hosting the 
night. The food was fantastic and the COLA looked wonderful 
with all the lanterns decorating it. It is terrific to see our new 
families welcomed so warmly into our community and I know 
they very much appreciated it. They also appreciated the fact 
that 4 out of 4 lucky door prizes were won by Kinder families! On 

the night there were  a few experienced OLQP parents there for the first time and they 
commented on what a good night it was and wondered why they had not come along before 
now. I'm sure this means that they will be returning again next year. Thanks to all those who 
came along and made the night an enjoyable one.  
 

Resilience and Thinking Positively 
At OLQP we know that not only our kids' physical health matters but so 
too does their mental health.  For our children to cope and stay healthy 
in spite of disappointing or negative things happening throughout their 
lives they need to build resilience and the adults in their lives need to 
support them in this, just as they support them in learning to read, recall 
their tables or recognise sight words. Please see the flyer at the back of 
this newsletter which has some great advice on how to help your child 
think positively.  

 
Remember - when you speak with your child after school each day, 
instead of asking them,  "What did you do today?" or "What happened 
today?"  ask something along the lines of, "What's something good about 
your day?" or "What's something new that you learned today? or "What is 
something that you are grateful for today?"  You will open up the lines of 
conversation much more and as a result you will find out a lot more about 
what is going on in your child's life while also modelling for them a 
positive mindset. 

 
We would like to offer our many thanks to Lisa 
Cipriani for her donation of garden fertiliser for our 
organic veggie patch; to the Trunzo family for the 
donation of the “ I            OLQP Gladesville” stickers 
that we would love to see you plaster in all kinds of 

visible places and for the parents and staff who assisted in making our Open Day the 
wonderful success that it was! 
 
ENROLLING NOW 
If you wish to enrol your child into Kinder for 2018 please collect an enrolment pack from the 
Office. The enrolment period runs until the end of May. If you know of any other families who 
have children and are looking for a quality school for them, either for this year or next, please 
encourage them to contact us for an enrolment pack also. Why not bring them along to the 
office with you and introduce them to us? 

 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 

 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
The theme for Project Compassion 2017 is “Love your 
Neighbour”. This year the students focus on ways in which lives 
can be transformed when we follow Jesus’ instruction to “Love 
your neighbour as yourself” (Matt. 22:39). 
 
Project Compassion 2017 demonstrates how love for our neighbours can transform lives. 
When mutual respect is fostered, communities become stronger and more resilient and this 
leads to a better future for our world, the world that Pope Francis has recently called “our 
common home”.  
 
On Sunday March 12 at 3.00 pm – 4.15 pm the OLQP community is hosting a Lenten 
Concert, ‘Ashes to Easter’ featuring Peter Kearny. Peter is a renowned Catholic songwriter 
whose songs include ‘Fill My House’ and ‘The Beatitudes’. This concert weaves songs and 
stories and reflections on Lenten themes and looks ahead to Holy Week and Easter.  Many 
of the OLQP children are familiar with his songs as they have been a part of our school’s 
liturgical celebrations.  
 
This concert is best suited for upper-primary to adults. There is a suggested donation $10 / 
$8 concession at the door. A minimum attendance of 15 is required and registration is 
essential prior to the concert. Registrations are available via a form in church porch or you 
can directly email Peter at peter@peterkearneysongs.com.au. It is important that when 
booking you specify 'Gladesville' and the number of seats required. 
 
I would like to leave you with the wisdom of Pope Francis 
“Lent urgently calls us to conversion. We are called to return to God with all our heart.”  
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
CODING in Stage 3 
Stage 3 are currently exploring the world of coding. They are using a free 
online program called Scratch. The interest level is very high as students 
are learning to develop stories, games and animations through coding. 
Coding is part of STEM learning (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics). Many educational experts believe that students will 
need to have a strong grasp of coding in the years ahead as many 
fields of work will require coding skills. 
 
Lockdown and Fire Evacuation Drills 
As part of our WHS Commitments at OLQP, our school will be practicing Lock Down 
procedures and Fire Evacuation drills over the next two Wednesdays. Scheduled time is 
approximately 12 noon on each day. 
 
OLQP Worm Wee Fertilizer 
Our Environment Leaders: Daniel Grantham and Liam Byers will be 
selling our school’s organic fertilizer each Friday afternoon before and 
after assembly. A gold coin donation will get you some great fertilizer for 
your herbs and plants. Funds raised go towards purchasing seeds and 
plants for our schools vegie garden. 
 
MindQuest 2017 Gifted and Talented Holiday and Weekend Workshops 
Workshops catering for academically gifted students from years 1-6 are held in Glenwood in 
May. Flyers are available in our front office. 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
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FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
I would like to thank all the Class Parents for organising volunteers to deliver pancakes and 
to help serve them to the children. The pancakes arrived in many different sizes and 
packages, and were enjoyed by all with a little butter or jam. Thank you for your many 
yummy contributions, that the leftover pancakes were packaged and delivered to Matthew 
Talbot Hostel for the men to enjoy them for breakfast the following morning. 

We are now in Lent -Did you know that for forty days and forty nights (from Ash Wednesday 
to Holy Saturday) in the old Roman Empire, the faithful kept a strict fast for Lent: no milk, no 
butter, no cheese, no eggs and no meat. They made small breads of water, flour and salt 
and shaped these breads as crossed arms in prayer. Today, we are reminded to give in to 
PRAYER, give up to FAST, and give out in almsgiving. 

 
Ignite Years 4-6, 
Our next session will be Friday, 17 March. Please come and join in the fun with 
many games organized, lots of discussion and prayer. It will be St Patricks Day, 
so be prepared to see lots of green!!  Wear something green 
 

OLQP Playgroup 
Every Wednesday morning, 9am – 10.30am in OLQP Church Hall 
(during school term) you, babies to 5 years old, are all welcome to 
OLQP Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, 
stories, play and music. Parents and grandparents come along and 
meet other young parents within the school community to enjoy the 

program. Entry donation is $2. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Catechist Assistant And Teachers - Sacrament Information Evenings for Ryde-
Gladesville Catholic Parish consisting of St Charles Borromeo Church & Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Church. 
 
These evenings are for parents/carers who have a child who will be doing the following 
sacraments in 2017: 
Confirmation: (child in Yr 6 who has made their First Penance and Eucharist) 
First Penance: (child in Yr 3 who has been baptised) 
First Eucharist: (child in Yr 3 who is baptised and made their First Penance) 
There will be two Information Evenings and you only need to attend one of these on 
Thursday March 9 in OLQP church 7-8pm or Thursday March 16 in St Charles School Hall 
from 7-8pm. 
 
Nomination forms will only be distributed at these meetings. 
Enquiries: Judith sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
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PARISH NEWS 
New Procedures for High School References 
Parents who require Parish Priest’s references to be completed for their child’s application 
are now required to make a 10-15 minute appointment with Fr Richard. Please contact the 
parish office for an appointment time 9807 2966. 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Presentation 

by 

Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 2 and OLQP Choir 

        

Thursday March 9, 2017 at 2.05pm in OLQP COLA 

 

HOLIDAYS 

By Lynne Bartlett, Mark Leehy and Kevin O’Mara 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 
The OLQP Second Hand School Uniform Shop is open on Tuesday 8.30am and Friday 
2.30pm. Call in at morning school drop off and Maree or Grace will be there to assist you. 
Please note all items are only $5 each. All proceeds go back to our school. If you text Maree 
on 0407 500 351 or Grace on 0416 012 332 with your requirements, they are happy to check 
the store and get back to you with available stock. 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Cinema in the Park – The City of Ryde Council holds an annual Cinema in the Park event 
that features popular movies. The free screenings are held during March in different 
locations around the City of Ryde. Bring your picnic rug or low chair and find a spot on the 
grass or plaza. Entry is free, all venues are smoke free and wheelchair accessible. 
 
Further information is available on the school notice board under the COLA or 
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/Events/Listing/The-BFG. 

http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/Events/Listing/The-BFG


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: March 
Term 1 Week 6 Term 1 Week 7 Term 1 Week 8 

Monday 6  
Tuesday 7 OPEN DAY 2-5PM, 

Reconciliation Year 6 in the Church 
9.50am-10.50am 
Wednesday 8

 
Playgroup 9am-10.30am in 

the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh 
Room 2.30pm-3pm, First Penance and 
Eucharist Information Evening 7pm-8pm 
Byron Library 
Thursday 9 10.20 Stations of the Cross –  

Stage 3 ,Musical Performance Kinder – Yr 
2 ‘Holidays’ under the COLA 2.05pm-
2.30pm, Confirmation and Sacramental 
Information Evening 
Friday 10 Year 3 Prayer Assembly 

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14 
Wednesday 15 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh 
Room 2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 16 10.20 Stations of the Cross 

– Years 3 & 4 
Friday 17 

Monday 20  
Tuesday 21 HCCR Presentation to boys 

Yrs 3-Yrs 6, MSCW Presentation to girls 
Yrs 3-Yr 6 
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCh 
Room 2.30pm-3pm 
Thursday 23 10.20 Stations of the Cross – 

Years 1 & 2  
Friday 24 Year 6 Prayer Assembly 



 


