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Dear Parents, 
 
Once again we have made it to the end of another fabulous year. For many of us 
there have been both ups and downs but amongst it all there have been lots of 
special and rewarding moments. At our end of year Thanksgiving Mass this 
morning we looked back over the year with a slide show of “The year that was … 
2017”. The images brought it home to us that not only is OLQP a fun and dynamic 
place to be but that we certainly have a lot to be thankful for as a community.  As 
this year comes to a close I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all those families and 
friends who have volunteered their time, services and gifts to our OLQP community. Your 
support helps make this school a caring community and one where, together, we provide the 
best we possibly can for your children. This year our volunteers have assisted with repairing 
things, putting equipment together, helping out in the Library, assisting at working bees and 
organising or lending a hand at fundraisers such as the school disco and the various stalls 
we have throughout the year; they have helped out at carnivals and on excursions as well as 
with the swimming program and assisting in the classrooms. Three very important groups to 
offer thanks to as well are our class parent group, our fundraising group and our P&F 
executive team.  You have worked tirelessly all year and the families, along with the staff, 
are very grateful for all you have done. The list of tasks that our volunteers have done is 
incredible and the staff and students are so very grateful to all of you for your help and 
assistance. 
 
I believe we have a wonderful staff here at OLQP and I am very fortunate to have the 
privilege of working with such great people. Our teachers, support staff in the office, the 
library and in classes are all amazing and incredibly hard working. Their passion for children 
and learning is obvious every day and it is a joy to come to work in a place that values 
everyone so much. They always have the children’s best interests at heart and it is 
wonderful to be part of such a caring community. Again, it has been highly satisfying to hear 
from many parents over the last few weeks how they love the high standard their child’s 
teacher has; how they think the learning is of a high standard here at OLQP and how they 
appreciate the time that the teachers give to both the parents and the children. My sincerest 
thanks go to all our staff for all they do. 
 
I would also like to say thank you to our terrific group of students. Thank you for being the 
thoughtful, entertaining and happy to learn group of young people that you are. You have all 
continued to develop across so many areas this year and have definitely earned your long 
holiday break.  
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Yet again Mrs. Nash has surpassed herself with another outstanding Christmas concert. 
Great community spirit and an air of festivity were in abundance last night. As the 
children showcased their singing and dancing talents all the staff, families and friends 
were highly engaged, highly amused and most definitely highly entertained. "It's the 
best concert in the whole world," It's rare that you enjoy a performance that you're 
your own children aren't in," and "What a fantastic concert!" were some of the 
comments that we received following the performance. It was wonderful that Fr Greg 
and Fr Alfredo were able to join us last night and see what a fun community they have 
come into. We hope the joy that was evident last night continues throughout this 
Christmas season for you and your families. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
STUDENTS LEAD THE SCHOOL 

Over the last week there have been several students who have led the 
school in various ways, as a result of the major fundraiser held this year.  
Angelina Flevaras was ‘Principal for a Day’ on Monday, Will Hartigan took 
Mel Cooper’s role as PE teacher and Lily and Conor Dehlsen were our 
flag bearers for the week. Lily and Conor undertook their role with great 
seriousness and were fabulous at ensuring the flag was raised and 
lowered each day. Will now knows the highs and lows of a teacher’s life 
and thoroughly enjoyed his time instructing PE lessons for many of the 
classes across the school. Angelina very professionally led school 

assemblies, facilitated discussions with student groups and prepared an article for the 
newsletter along with rewarding the school with extra play time. We hope all the students 
enjoyed their special roles and we were very impressed with you all. 
 
YEAR SIX GRADUATION  
Last Thursday evening we celebrated our Year 6 students' graduation, 
beginning with a very special Mass and followed by an exclusive 
screening of the Year 6 Farewell DVD (which was filled with much 
drama!).  I’m sure that some students, and parents too, at times, thought 
this evening would never come.  It was very obvious to see from the 
students’ words and actions how much OLQP has come to mean to them. 
The ceremony was followed by a delicious supper provided and 
organised by the Year 5 parents and students. Thanks Year 5 and 
families! We thank Fr Peter for celebrating this special occasion with us. Thanks also go to 
Jed Hayes and Anne Flynn for all the effort that they put into the whole process of 
graduation as well as to the many people who had a part to play in this ceremony. We wish 
our Year 6 students and their families well and look forward to them coming back to OLQP 
over the years and sharing with us what they are doing and how they are going.  We would 
also like to thank the Year 6 students for their gift to the school. The students brainstormed 
many items that they thought would be suitable gifts to leave behind and then settled on 
one, that they feel will be quite long lasting.  The students chose to have the three words – 
ENGAGE, EMPOWER and EVOLVE made into large three 3D letters to be displayed on the 
brick wall under the windows of Year 5, so that everyone who walks by, as well as into, the 
school sees what we believe about education here at OLQP.  
 
Bennelong By-Election 
On Tuesday morning Anne Bortolussi joined, Melanie Wells, Pia Darmenia and 
myself at St. Charles to listen to Bill Shorten and Kristina Keneally speak and answer 
questions on education, education policy and funding. We hope you have found the 
fact sheets that we have sent home of some help in your discernment for the 
upcoming election this weekend. 

Thanksgiving Mass 
This morning we had a beautiful celebration in the church to thank God 
for another great year of learning and for the amazing community of 
which we are all a part. This celebration was fun, animated and full of 
meaning. Fr Greg told us all how we could make any day Christmas for 
someone and also gave the children a task to do, over the break, for 
someone else. Why not ask your child what the task is? 



 

We also acknowledged the great work of all the staff and we 
farewelled two teachers - Miss Ivana Dzambo and Mrs Tanya Modini. 
Tanya has worked at OLQP since 1988 and has taught not only our 

current students but several of our parent group. So this is a big step 
for her. Ivana has only been with us a relatively short period of time 
but has had a positive impact on us over this period. We thank both 
these ladies for their inspirational teaching and gentle ways and wish 
them well for their next venture.  
 
At our celebration we also gave thanks for the fine group of Year 6 students that we will say 
goodbye to tomorrow. We hope they will take lots of good memories of OLQP away with him 
and we wish them all the very best for their future. 
 
Dance of Thanks 
This afternoon a group of Year 5 girls performed a dance for the Year 6 
students. This came about as they wished to express their thanks to the Year 6 
students for leading the way, for being good learning buddies and for their 
friendship. The girls choreographed the dance themselves and practised it all in 
their own time. The dance is a tribute to both the girls and the outgoing group of 
Year 6 students. Congratulations to you all. 
 
Revitalisation Update 
Our Revitalisation Project will begin during these holidays however the bulk of the classroom 
work will not be completed until later in Term 1. It is anticipated that the whole building work 
and playground work will be completed for the start of Term 2. This is a little disappointing 
however, we are sure the wait is going to be well worth it. We will keep you updated 
throughout the term as to what is going on. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP Our Year 5 students have participated in the school leadership 
programme this term with great maturity and we commend all of them for their preparation 
for this programme, their active involvement and their support of one another. It was very 
rewarding to receive this feedback from one of our Year 5 parents whose child was not 
successful in gaining a badged leadership position for next year– “…what I'm really 
impressed about is her resilience, which is something you as teachers at OLQP have 
worked so hard to instil in the kids. I thank you so much for this as it will stand her in good 
stead throughout life.”  We also felt very affirmed when we heard from current student 
leaders across the school that they feel there are now more projects for student leaders to 
be more actively involved in and that they would like even more.  
 
We congratulate all those who delivered with confidence and poise, well written and well 
prepared speeches. We look forward to the following students stepping up to take on formal 
leadership positions next year: 
 
School Captains:  Monet Lobina, Robbie Riccardi  
Mission & Faith:  Alex Mutimer, Romy Moore 
Environment:  Grace Galea, John Eslick 
House Captains:   Joel Stepcich, Maddi Sherry, Eliza Denton, Georgia Andrianakos 
 
REPORTS 
Semester Two reports went home last week. We encourage you, even though it is an 
extremely busy time of the year, to make the time to not only read your child’s report but to 
sit down and talk to them about it. Let your children know what you are proud of them for and 
also let them know what you think they need to work on next year. Engage them in this 
discussion with you. Ask them what they are most proud of in regards to their learning and 
what they will have as a goal for their learning next year. This way you know the goals they 
want to set for themselves and before school goes back next year you can remind them of 
this and talk to them about how they could make these goals happen. If you leave the report 
discussion until after the holidays the children have moved on from this last year and it is too 
hard for them to take their minds back. If you think you will forget their goals over the 
holidays why not write them down so you can refer back to them when you and your children 
are making your ‘Back to School’ preparations. You may wish to make an appointment early 



 

next term with your child’s new teacher and bring along this report to refer for discussions 
around where or how to go forward. 
 
MEDICAL ACTION PLANS 
If your child has a medical action plan it is a requirement that this be updated annually. We 
ask that over the holidays you meet with your child's medical carers to write a new plan and 
on return to school please arrange a time to come in and explain the plan to both office staff 
and the class teacher. 
 
SUMMER HOLIDAY READING 
Just because it is holiday time does not mean it is "NO READING TIME". In actual fact it is 
probably the opposite. There are far more times and opportunities for the children to read 
over the holidays than school time and for them to really engage with texts. I'm sure Santa 
has on his list books or magazines for every one of our children! Please encourage your 
children to read over the holidays. It is not meant to be a chore. Why not make time to read 
together as a family over this break time. If your children do not read at all over the holidays 
it is a common thing for them to drop back 2-4 reading levels when they return to school. 
This is a loss of 1-2 terms worth of reading progress Do you really want your child to spend 
the first term catching up on where they left off at the end of this year? If not, please ensure 
that regular reading of 'anything' is occurring. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Just a reminder that the sports shoes the children wear with their sports uniforms are to be 
predominantly white and if there is an additional colour it is to be blue or black wherever 
possible and only quite a minimal amount. Bright pink and orange markings and laces are 
not to be worn, nor are the fluoro coloured sports shoes that young people like. Parents, if 
your children say that ‘everyone has them’ when you are out shopping please do not 
succumb to this ploy. The socks that are part of the sports uniform are to be white ankle 
socks, as opposed to the short sports socks. The school uniform policy has always stated 
white sports shoes and white ankle socks and this policy will continue to be adhered to next 
year. 
 
On our return to school in 2018 our boys will be able to wear their summer shirts hanging 
outside their shorts, rather than tucked in, as this is the style of the shirt. For the uniform to 
look smart and presentable however, and this also applies to the girls' uniforms, it is 
important that the children's uniforms come clean and ironed, with well-polished black 
leather or leather-look shoes. 
 
STAFF & CLASSES for 2018 
Next year’s teachers and their respective classes are as follows: 
 
KINDER:  Miss Lili Guirguis and Mrs Lisa Hood 
YEAR 1:  Miss Emma Lenehan and Mrs Anne Flynn 
YEAR 2:  Mrs Leah Camarsh and Miss Bini Szacsvay 
YEAR 3:  Miss Melanie Wells 
YEAR 4  Mrs Dominica Boydell and Mrs Anne Kelly 
YEAR 5:   Mr Nathan Seeto 
YEAR 6: Mr Jed Hayes and Mrs Pia Darmenia 
 
PE:  Mrs Mel Cooper 
MUSIC:  Mrs Leona Nash 
LIBRARY:  Miss Bini 
EAL/D:  Mrs Catrina Stramandinoli 
READING RECOVERY:   Miss Lili Guirguis 
LEARNING SUPPORT TEACHER: Mrs Priscilla Hall-Leonardi 
FAMILY EDUCATOR:   Mrs Anna Alessi 
 
OFFICE SUPPORT STAFF:   Mrs Tricia McGrath, Mrs Robyn Tames 
CLASSROOM SUPPORT STAFF:  Mrs Tracy May, Mrs Julie Simon 
LIBRARY SUPPORT STAFF:  Mrs Maureen Thompson 
 
 



 

CLASS PARENTS for 2018 
Kindy: Lesley Calleija  
YR 1:  Nora Riccardi & Marilyn Moore 
YR 2:  Simone Holst  
YR 3:  Yong Stephens and Melissa Simmonds 
YR 4:  Justine Goddard and Jennifer Turnbull 
YR 5:  Kate Naughton, Terri Marzullo, Tina Aloisio 
YR 6:  Judy Sherry, Marilena Mancini 
 
Return to School Dates 
Next year, school commences for staff on Monday January 29. Students in Years 1 to Year 
6 return on Tuesday January 30. Kindergarten students commence on Wednesday January 
31 from 9:15am – 12:30pm.  
 
I wish each and every one of you a happy and holy Christmas. Enjoy the company of friends 
and family and may peace, joy and happiness abound. 

 
 
 
 

Karen McGinlay     
Principal 
 
Mrs Alessi thinks it’s a nice way to end the year of playgroup with a Christmas party. 
Playgroup goes on for the whole year with kids aged 0-5 years old. There was a party with 
Santa, presents, fun, games and crafts. It really brought a smile to everyone’s face. Mrs 
Alessi had help from parents, families and kids who gave ideas for crafts, brought in food, 
read stories and without them the OLQP Christmas playgroup party wouldn’t be the same. 
We thank them very much for their amazing work. We also thank Mrs Alessi very much for 
her volunteer work throughout the year in Playgroup. She has made so many children happy 
and has helped them grow from shy little kids into confident girls and boys. We hope 
everyone who was involved in playgroup enjoyed their time there and hopefully next year 
many more wonderful memories will be made in playgroup. Thankyou Mrs Alessi for all your 
hard work and dedication, you are very much appreciated in the OLQP Community. 
 
Angelina Flevaras 
Principal for a day 
 
RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
During Advent, we not only prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus, but 
we also check in to see if we are doing all the things that will keep us ready to 
receive Jesus when he comes again. This is the time to talk to our families and 
recommit ourselves to praying daily, reading Scripture, and staying faithful to 
God’s commandments. Praying together during the Advent season allows us to 
become prepared to receive Jesus when he comes again. 
 

God of Love, 
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. He is a sign of your love. 

Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent, 
As we wait and prepare for his coming. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour. 
Amen. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support in 2017 as it has been a 
pleasure to work with you and your children on their faith journey. May the peace, love and 
joy of the infant Jesus be with you and your families. Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
 
Emma Lenehan   Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 

 



 

PARISH NEWS 
Christmas Liturgies 
St Charles Borromeo Ryde 
Christmas Eve, 24 December: 
Family Mass 5pm (Holy Cross College) 
Mass 9pm & 12 Midnight 
Christmas Day, 25 December: 
Mass 8am & 10am 
NO 6pm evening Mass. 
Reconciliation: 1st Rite: 9.30am Saturday 16 & 23 December 
2nd Rite 7pm Wednesday, 20 December 
 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Gladesville 
Christmas Eve, 24 December: 
Family Mass 5pm (Holy Cross College) 
Mass 7pm & 10pm (French) 
Christmas Day, 25 December: 
Mass 9am & 10.45am (Italian) 
Reconciliation 1st Rite: 4.30pm Saturday, 23 December 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Manly Surf Education  
Our students from Years 3 - 6 developed their knowledge on how to read waves and rips at 
our surf beaches. The day was led by the instructors from SEA Australia and Surf Educators 
International. A highlight for many of the students was the board riding activity. After a week 
of stormy weather, we were fortunate that not a drop of rain fell during our time at Manly 
Beach.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Thank You Morning Tea. 
On Monday December 11, the students of Year 6 prepared a beautiful morning tea as a way 
of saying thank you to the staff of OLQP. Many of the staff have been here since these 
students were in Kindy. Apart from the wonderful selection of feed, there was great 
conversation between the students and teachers at this event.  
 
Christmas Best Wishes 
I would like to take this moment to wish you all a ‘Very Merry Christmas’ and ‘Happy New 
Year’. I hope the Summer holidays brings you plenty of quality time to spend with your loved 
ones. I look forward to seeing you all in 2018. 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
 



 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Traffic wardens for 5pm Christmas Eve Family Mass at Holy Cross College 
We need volunteers to assist with traffic management for our Mass on Christmas Eve at 
Holy Cross College. You will need to arrive at 3.45pm to be given instructions, vest and 
placement for before and after the service. If you are able to help out for both sessions 
please contact the Parish Office on 98172966 or email me on 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au. 
 
We need approximately 25 wardens. It is a very important aspect of our community 
hospitality and care.  
 
OLQP unplugged for Advent 
‘In doing the OLQP unplugged, it made me realise more that there is better things to do like 
spend family time. My family and I put up our beautiful Christmas Tree. It was a blast. Now 
on most weekends, I think of unplugging and spending family time. Maybe you should 
unplug this weekend’. Sofia 
 
‘On the weekend my family did the OLQP Unplugged. My family made pizzas together and 
we played board games. It was a very fun experience and I really like spending more time 
with my family.’ Grace 
 
We hope that your evening “Unplugged” was full of connection to each other, to nature, to 
God. Whether you lost gracefully at Monopoly or simply watched the trees, perhaps it is a 
reminder that we all need to unplug occasionally. As we move into this special time of the 
Christmas Season, we remember the importance of sharing our lives, our experiences with 
each other. 
A fun little clip to watch- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUgv5MDF0cQ 
 
Ignite Christmas Party 
Friday December 15 (last day of term) will be our final Ignite of the year. It is our Water 
Games Fun Night. Remember to bring $5, water pistol, change of clothes and towel. Year 3 
are invited to this event as an introduction to next year’s activities. 
Hope to see you there. Starts at 6pm in the Church hall. 
 

Christmas Prayer for families 
Loving God, 

During this holy season of Christmas we ask for your blessing in all families, 
Let Mary’s openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration to place all trust in you 

Let Joseph’s courage provide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty 
Let Jesus’ life ignite all families with a spirit of light and love. 

May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families, 
For this we pray 

Amen 
 
The Best Christmas Song I've Ever Heard. It Will Give You Chills. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5mdybeyLVc 
 
Wishing you & your family the Gift of Faith, the Blessing of Hope 
and the Peace of His love at Christmas time 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
Last week I was blessed with the opportunity of attending the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival (ACYF) at Sydney Olympic Park. This years ACYF was the official launch of the 
2018 Year of Youth and was a national gathering of young Catholics from all around 
Australia. The festival was established to provide young people with opportunities to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be disciples in the world today and encounter 
and celebrate the vitality of the Church in Australia. 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUgv5MDF0cQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5mdybeyLVc
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

I’d like to share some thoughts on my three day experience at the festival: 
● The festival was opened by Archbishop Anthony Fisher who spoke 

about the significance of saying ‘yes’ to God, to receiving his call and 
being open to it just as Mary did. God was obviously listening to my 
heart as we bumped into Archbishop Fisher outside and managed to 
get a selfie. 

● On day two, I spent my time dipping in and out of workshops. One that 
really stood out was a talk entitled ‘Live a Life Worthy of Your 
Calling’, it was an all-male panel (including the fabulous and dearly 
missed Father Dan with his brother as the host!). The talk was based 
around men answering their call to God whether it be as a layman, a 
Teacher, a Brother or a priest; they all received a call and answered it 
in one way or another that was in line with God’s plan for them. Each 
of the panellists asked God to guide them towards their vocation; they 
each listened and said yes. The panel also highlighted the importance 
of male figures modelling prayer to their family. They stressed that this 
role modelling was integral to the way children and young people 
engage in their own faith. 

● We closed the festival with a gathering Mass at the Domain, where 
pilgrims from all around Sydney were invited to attend. There were no Saturday night 
vigils as every priest and bishop was present at the Mass and seeing them enter the 
Domain was incredible. The crowd stood in awe as they processed through. With 
over 30,000 Catholics in attendance, this Mass was the biggest one in Australia since 
the World Youth Day Festival in 2008.  

 
I would encourage all our students to get out there and explore their faith, be open to God 
and say YES! We are lucky to live in a country that provides countless opportunities for us to 
explore, enrich and deepen our faith both in the community and school 
settings. 
 

Australian Catholic Youth Festival Prayer 
Loving God, 

You call us to embrace the joy born of your Son Jesus, 
May it well up in our hearts, and be lived through acts of mercy. 

Help us resolve to trade in comfort, aspire to greatness, 
And follow the path of the Cross as a courageous generation. 

Inspire us to build upon the culture, tradition and beauty of the Church; 
Nourish us as we dare to blaze trails that open new horizons. 

Send us forth to be instruments of change and hope 
In this great land of the Holy Spirit. 

Like Mary, may we discern your call with faith and love: 
Responding with great joy in our hearts. 

In union with Jesus, our Saviour and friend, 
We pray to be filled with your Holy Spirit 

That we may be your witnesses 
Through the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. 

Amen. 
 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Pray for us. 
Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Pray for us. 
 
Ivana Dzambo 
Teacher 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
This week we bid farewell to Natasha; Anais Driessen’s mum. Natasha has been popping in 
to the library to help with shelving since Anais was just a toddler …. about 10 years! 

 
Maureen and I thank her for her work in the library and her friendship. We will be at a definite 
disadvantage without her!! 
 
Miss Bini – Teacher Librarian 



 

TravelBugs invade OLQP 
On Tuesday, Stage 2 took part in the TravelBugs Incursion. Our host was Jacquie and she 
travelled all the way from the Blue Mountains to see us. She packed her car with loads of 
creepy crawlies, dead and alive. We were able to look closely at spiders including a red back 
and a funnel web and inspected many other beetles and bugs with magnifying glasses. We 
also had the chance to touch a stag beetle and found the exoskeleton to be very tough and 
shiny. Most of us held a stick insect and a millipede, too! We had a great time and would like 
to thank Jacquie for travelling with her bugs to make our learning fun! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted.  If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as soon as 
possible. 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

    

Congratulations to Sofia Mancini and Serafina Brkic for an outstanding job as Choir 
Leaders 2017. 

 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS 
A sporty and busy last two weeks has been had by all to finish off 
what has been a fantastic first year for myself as Sport Teacher. 
The swimming carnival was a huge success with the children 
participating with enthusiasm and great team spirit. 
Congratulations to Walsh and their Captain Zara Chand for 
winning the day convincingly. 
 
Last week saw the introduction of our new staff member Mr Hartigan (Will) who was sport 
teacher for the day. Will was inspiring, positive and a fun teacher who showed the children 
the basic steps of Ju-jitsu. Mr Hartigan even had his own clap! Thanks for helping out Will. 
 
Thank you to everyone who welcomed me this year, who volunteered for Gala Days and 
Carnivals and for allowing me to teach your beautiful children. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. (Don’t forget to ask Santa for balls, skipping 
ropes, hola hoops...) 
 
Melissa Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pope Francis Award Program Graduation 
On Thursday in week 8, I 
accompanied students 
from Year 6 to attend the 
Pope Francis Award 
Program Graduation 
Ceremony. Each graduate 
was given a personalised 
medal and was 
congratulated by Fr Peter, 

Fr Michael McLean and Dr Dan. Dr Dan addressed the 
students and as always, gave an inspiring and thought 
provoking message to take away. I was intrigued to learn 
that Dr Dan had modelled the program from his 
experience in Scotland. This information led me to do my 
own research and I came across the perfect way to sum 
up the efforts of all the students who participated in the 
program: 
 

How beautiful it would be if each of you, every evening, could say: “Today at school, 
at home, at work, guided by God, I showed a sign of love towards one of my friends, 
my parents, an older person!”   (Pope Francis, addressing young people, April 2013) 
 
Congratulations Year 6 participants! 
 
Ivana Dzambo  
Teacher Mentor 
 
P & F NEWS 
A big thanks to our wonderful kindy parents, led by class parents Lesley Calleija and Mel 
Simmonds for the fantastic BBQ they put on for the Christmas Concert last night! 
 
Thanks again to all of our parents who have contributed to the various (and many) school 
events throughout the year, none of which could happen without you all. We are so lucky to 
have a wonderful community at OLQP and I look forward to many more great events in 
2018. 
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Limelight Studios – Pre-Christmas Workshop 
There are still some spots in the Elves Pre Christmas Workshops on Monday December 18. 
Contact Deanne on 9807 2459 
Limelight Studios Gladesville 
 

To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender 

 

 

Dates for Your Attention: December/January  
Term 4 Week 10 Term 1 Week 1 

Monday 11– Announcement of other Captains  

Yr 6 thank you morning tea for staff 
Tuesday 12 – Yrs 2-3 Travel Bugs Incursion 
Wednesday 13 – 5:00-8:00 Christmas Concert and P&F 

Sausage Sizzle 
Thursday 14 – 9:20-10:20 Thanksgiving Mass   2:35pm   Yr 6 T-

shirt signing 
Yr 6 evening family Graduation Dinner 
Friday 15 – Last day for students 

2:50pm Yr 6 students Walk of Honour 

Monday 29 – Teachers return to school 
Tuesday 30 – Students Years 1-6 Start 
Wednesday 31 – Kindergarten Start 
Thursday 1 –  
Friday 2 –  
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