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Dear Parents, 
 
How amazing it is that we are here at another year’s end. We all seem to be amazed 
these days as to how fast they seem to go by!  As this year comes to a close I would 
like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all those families and friends who have volunteered 
their time, services and gifts to our OLQP community. Your support helps make it 
possible for us to achieve what we set out to or helps us to do it as well as we do it. 
Our volunteers help out with things as varied as cleaning out drains and tidying up the 
Library; assisting at working bees and organising or lending a hand at fundraisers and in the canteen; they 
help out by barbecuing and face painting at discos, assisting in the classrooms and on excursions; with 
Playgroup and craft activities and as class parents and at Kinder orientation. The list of tasks is incredible 
and the staff and students are so very grateful to all of you for your help and assistance. 
 
I believe we have a wonderful staff here at OLQP and I am very fortunate to have the privilege of working 
such great people. Our teachers, support staff in classes and the office are all amazing and incredibly hard 
working. Their passion for children and learning is obvious every day and it is a joy to come to work in a 
place that values everyone so much. They always have the children’s best interests at heart and it is 
wonderful to be part of such a caring community. My sincerest thanks go to them for all they do.  
 
I would also like to say thank you to our terrific group of students. Thank you for being the thoughtful, 
entertaining and happy to learn group of young people that you are. You have all continued to develop 
across so many areas this year and have definitely earned your long holiday break.  
 
FAREWELLS 
We bid farewell this week to two beautiful people who have added great value to OLQP. Miss Sarah Lyttle, 
who over the last few years has taught many of your children as well as helped them develop a green 
thumb in the garden and assist the staff in becoming very WH&S conscious is moving on. Sarah has 
added a lot to our community and I know she will be greatly missed. We wish her all the best with her new 
South Coast sea change.  
 
We also say goodbye this week to Mrs Jane Trupiano. Jane has a long history with OLQP, as she has 
been here for nearly 30 years as both a classroom teacher and our Reading Recovery teacher. Jane is 
greatly loved and appreciated by the whole school community, as could be seen by Thursday’s farewell 
assembly and I know the book presented to her and the jar with the thoughts of students, families and staff 
are going to be cherished forever by her. 
 
Sarah and Jane have so many gifts and talents that they have shared with us and we will miss these but 
also know that in whatever they go on to do they will be greatly appreciated by their communities.  We wish 
them all the best and much happiness in their new ventures. 
 
“May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be ever at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face and the rain fall softly on your fields. 
And until we meet again, may God hold you in the hollow of his hand.” 
Irish Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SPIRIT OF MERCY AWARD 
As this year of Mercy has come to an end it is a very fitting occasion to recognize a member of our 
community who has been a truly inspirational role model for all of us. In this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, Pope Francis called us to give witness to mercy, and invited us to follow the example of God, as 
merciful, forgiving and loving followers of Christ. We have, in our midst, someone who has done this very 
quietly and humbly with no fuss or fanfare. This person puts others way before herself. She sees people’s 
needs and she gets in and offers a hand. This is the case for both children and staff. Though she works 
here I'm sure she volunteers more of her time than she gets paid for. She organises passive play,  sewing 
club, was instrumental in getting the Creative Doves group off the ground, classroom assistant, costume 
designer and maker, Wellbeing & KidsMatter advocate, sources resources, researches equipment and 
strategies to assist with our students and their needs and seeks out professional learning for herself.  
Nothing is too much for this person and much of what she does is done very quietly in the background. 
This award goes to the very deserving Mrs Julie Simon. We are so very lucky to have such a wonderful 
person and tremendous role model in our community. Thank you and many blessings, Julie.  
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP  
As you are all aware an extensive consultation process has been undertaken this year around student 
leadership at OLQP. All students from Years 4-6 were involved in small discussion groups with Mrs Anna 
Alessi, where they could share their thoughts and ideas around leadership at our school. Following this, all 
parents and staff were then surveyed. A summary of this consultation process is contained at the end of 
this newsletter. Using the information gained from this consultation a revised student leadership process 
was formulated and implemented. What this process looks like: 

 All Year 5 students are involved in a leadership preparation day in Term 4 which includes looking at 
leaders they admire and recognising the qualities these leaders have; self-reflection tasks and 
exploring roles and characteristics of leaders. 

 Following this the students complete an application form outlining what roles they would like to self-
nominate for as well as nominating their peers for roles. On the application form they are asked to 
explain how they have shown school spirit in the time they have been at school, as well as why they 
believe they should be considered for a position of leadership.  A checklist is also included with this 
form. Once the form is completed it goes home for parents to read, discuss and sign. 

 The application forms are reviewed by school leadership team and class teacher. 

 Nominations are tallied and all those students who received a minimum of two nominations (this 
can include self-nomination) and whose applications are approved are then informed of the 
positions they will be presenting speeches for. 

 Speeches are delivered to all students K-6. Voting, for Years 3-6 only, then takes place immediately 
after the speeches are completed. Staff is invited to vote as well. 

 Votes are counted and checked by a team of staff members. 

 New student leaders are announced at the end of year Thanksgiving Mass and receive their 
badges a blessing at the start of the new school year Mass. 

 
Our Year 5 students participated in this year’s leadership programme with great maturity and we commend 
all those students who cared enough about their school to step up and put their hands up for taking on a 
leadership role.  We congratulate all those who delivered with confidence and poise, well written and well 
prepared speeches. A particularly powerful line for me, upon hearing the speeches was the following: 
“I will display the hope of Malala, the strength of Dr Ben Carsons and the courage of Bear Grylls,” this 
person displaying what an impact these three role models have already had on their life.  The other line 
was Year 5, we are proud of you all. 
 
School Captains: Jessica Smith, Lucas Stepcich,  
Mission & Faith: Charli Simon,  Nicholas Perrone 
Environment: Daniel Grantham, Liam Byers 
House Captains:  Zara Chand, Joseph Obeid, Emily Bortolussi, Jake Jones 
 
YEAR SIX GRADUATION  
Last Thursday evening we celebrated our Year 6 students' graduation, beginning with a very special Mass. 
I’m sure that some students, and parents too, at times, thought this evening would never come.  It was very 
obvious to see from the students’ words and actions how much OLQP has come to mean to them. The 
ceremony was followed by a delicious supper provided and organised by the Year 5 parents and students. 



 

Thanks Year 5 and families! We thank Fr Richard for celebrating this special occasion with us. Thanks also 
go to Dominica Boydell for all the effort that she put into the whole process of graduation as well as to the 
many people who had a part to play in this ceremony. We wish our Year 6 students and their families well 
and look forward to them coming back to OLQP over the years and sharing with us what they are doing 
and how they are going. 
 
REPORTS 
Semester Two reports went home last week. We encourage you, even though it is an extremely busy time 
of the year for everyone to make the time to not only read your child’s report but to sit down and talk to 
them about it. Let your children know what you are proud of them for and also let them know what you 
think they need to work on next year. Engage them in this discussion with you. Ask them what they are 
most proud of in regards to their learning and what they will have as a goal for their learning next year. This 
way you know the goals they want to set for themselves and before school goes back next year you can 
remind them of this and talk to them about how they could make these goals happen. If you leave the 
report discussion until after the holidays the children have moved on from this last year and it is too hard 
for them to take their minds back. If you think you will forget their goals over the holidays why not write 
them down so you can refer back to them when you and your children are making your ‘Back to School’ 
preparations. You may wish to make an appointment early next term with your child’s new teacher and 
bring along this report to refer for discussions around where or how to go forward. 
 
MEDICAL ACTION PLANS 
If your child has a medical action plan it is a requirement that this be updated annually. We ask that over 
the holidays you meet with your child's medical carers to write a new plan and on return to school please 
arrange a time to come in and explain the plan to both office staff and the class teacher. 
 
SUMMER HOLIDAY READING 
Just because it is holiday time does not mean it is "NO READING TIME". In actual fact it is probably the 
opposite. There are far more times and opportunities for the children to read over the holidays than school 
time and for them to really engage with texts. I'm sure Santa has on his list books or magazines for every 
one of our children! Please encourage your children to read over the holidays. It is not meant to be a chore. 
Why not make time to read together as a family over this break time. If your children do not read at all over 
the holidays it is a common thing for them to drop back 2-4 reading levels when they return to school. This 
is a loss of 1-2 terms worth of reading progress Do you really what your child to spend the first term 
catching up on where they left off at the end of this year? If not, please ensure that regular reading of 
'anything' is occurring. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Just a reminder that the sports shoes the children wear with their sports uniforms are to be predominantly 
white and if there is an additional colour it is to be blue or black wherever possible and only quite a minimal 
amount. Bright pink and orange markings and laces are not to be worn, nor are the fluoro coloured sports 
shoes that young people like. Parents, if your children say that ‘everyone has them’ when you are out 
shopping please do not succumb to this ploy. The school uniform policy has always stated white sports 
shoes and this policy will be strictly adhered to next year. 
 
On our return to school in 2016 our boys will be able to wear their summer shirts hanging outside their 
shorts, rather than tucked in, as this is the style of the shirt. For the uniform to look smart and presentable 
however, and this also applies to the girls' uniforms, it is important that the children's uniforms come clean 
and ironed, with well-polished black leather or leather-look shoes. 
 
RESOURCE LIST for 2017 
Please see the attached letter at the end of this newsletter outlining what resources your children are 
asked to commence the new school year with. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

STAFF & CLASSES for 2017 
Next year’s teachers and their respective classes are as follows: 
 
KINDER:  Miss Lili Guirguis and Mrs Lisa Hood 
YEAR 1:  Miss Emma Lenehan and Mrs Anne Kelly 
YEAR 2:  Mrs Leah Camarsh and Miss Bini Szacsvay 
YEAR 3:  Miss Melanie Wells 
YEAR 4  Mrs Dominica Boydell and Mrs Tanya Modini 
YEAR 5:   Miss Ivana Dzambo 
YEAR 6:   Mr Jed Hayes and Mrs Anne Flynn  
PE:  TBA 
MUSIC:  Mrs Leona Nash 
LIBRARY:  Miss Bini 
EAL/D:  Mrs Catrina Stramandinoli 
READING RECOVERY:   Miss Lili Guirguis 
LEARNING SUPPORT TEACHER: Mrs Priscilla Hall-Leonardi 
FAMILY EDUCATOR:   Mrs Anna Alessi 
 
OFFICE SUPPORT STAFF:   Mrs Tricia McGrath, Mrs Robyn Tames 
CLASSROOM SUPPORT STAFF:  Mrs Tracy May, Mrs Julie Simon 
LIBRARY SUPPORT STAFF:  Mrs Maureen Thompson 
 
CLASS PARENTS for 2017 
Kindy: Lesley Calleija & Melissa Simmonds 
Yr 1: Kate Mitchell & Natalie Mathie 
Yr 2: Simone Holst & Bridget Allshort 
Yr 3: Jo Scuderi & Pauline Sermon 
Yr 4: Sandra Di Biagio, Carmen Grasso & Anna Loschiavano 
Yr 5: Jen Mutimer & Kym Shields 
Yr 6: Anne Bortolussi, Wei Ling Ch’ng 
 
Return to School Dates 
Next year, school commences for staff on Friday January 27. Students in Years 1 to Year 6 return on 
Monday January 30. Kindergarten students commence on Tuesday January 31 from 9:30am – 12:30pm.  
 
I wish each and everyone of you a happy and holy Christmas. Enjoy the company of friends and family and 
may peace, joy and happiness abound. 

 
 
 
 

Karen McGinlay     
Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Very Best Wishes 
May the spirit of the Christmas season bring you closer to those whom you cherish so much. May your 
home be filled with the joy of the Christmas season. Here’s wishing you and your family a blessed 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Christ's Birth is Prophesied 

For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 

 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 



 

RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
Last Sunday was the third Sunday of Advent and we observed the rose candle lit. This candle 
symbolizes Joy and it is also known as the Shepherd Candle.  
 
Last week we witnessed the Graduation of our Year 6 Students with a reflective Mass that nicely 
summed up their 7 years of primary education. 
This Thursday OLQP held our Thanksgiving Mass followed by morning tea in the OLQP school library as a 
way of staff saying thank you to all our wonderful families.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish the OLQP community a very happy and holy Christmas and 
a safe and peaceful new year and leave you with a thought from Pope Francis, “May Advent be a time 
of home. We go to encounter the Lord who comes to encounter us.” 
 
Blessings 
 
Emma Lenehan    Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
‘Tis the Season to be busy’ 
There are gifts to buy, meals to make, trips to take, decorations to be hung, songs to 
be sung, places to go, people to see… 
It’s December 14 and I’m already tired. Anyone else? 
 
I read the words…Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) 
But how can I be still when there’s so much going on? 
Of course, the first answer is to simplify my life. 
Yet the kind of stillness God is talking about isn’t just about my circumstances. It’s 
about being still on the inside. 
 
“I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother.” (Psalm 131:2) 
What is a weaned child like? One that learned to stop asking for more, and 
instead just simply rests in the arms of love. 
 
My hurry and stress come from that want of more. I want to do more, be more, pack 
more into these few short days. Then it seems God whispers to my heart. “Enough. 
You are enough. You have enough. In the middle of the busy, make a quiet place inside 
and stay with me. My love is what you really need.” 
 
I settle, quiet down, breathe a sigh of relief. The miracle of Christmas? 
God came for us so we could come to Him. Even (especially) in the busy 
chaos of our lives. 
‘Tis the Season to be Still’ 
 
My desire for each of you is for a Happy and Holy Christmas, blessing in abundance, that your lives may 
be filled with the HOPE, FAITH, JOY, PEACE and LOVE that God desires for each of us. Rest well, relax 
often and invite yourself to a minute or two of nothingness each day of this holiday! 
 
Blessings,  
Anna Alessi   Family Educator 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
The weather was perfect! The cheering was loud! Staff and parents were ever so helpful! The competitors 
were pumped and ready! This was the scene at OLQP's annual swimming carnival. A mighty effort was 
witnessed as students pushed themselves to their limits as they swam their favoured strokes in their 
chosen events. With some excellent individual results, a number of students will progress to the Inner West 
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Carnival early next year. I will notify selected students. Thanks to all participants and spectators for making 
the day so much fun! 
 
The colour house champion was closely contested with the lead changing throughout the day. The final 
point scores were: WALSH 500, LOUIS 434, DAWSON 365 and XAVIER 344. Many thanks to the House 
Colour Captains - Alice, Ava, Chloe and Michael for leading their house cheers and ensuring their team 
supported their competitors so enthusiastically. Such enthusiasm helped add points to colour house tallies. 
 
Wishing everyone a super sporty holiday full of fun and activity. 
Rachel Quinn   Sports Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
It's hard to believe that it is almost the end of the school year. I'd like to thank all of the amazing parents in 
the OLQP community that help out in so many ways throughout the year. Particular thanks to the class 
parents who lead each class in pulling together all of our P&F events. These take a lot of time and effort so 
we really appreciate all of this work. I know the kids enjoy the benefits of the parent’s contributions!! 
 
The first P&F meeting for 2017 will be held after the parent information night on Wednesday 15th February. 
It would be great to see as many parents in attendance. This is your chance to be involved with P&F 
decision making and hear from the principal about plans for 2017. If you have anything you would like to 
discuss on the evening please ensure that you email Susannah Hartigan susannahhartigan72@gmail.com 
to have your item added to the agenda or alternatively you can also get a form from the office. We look 
forward to seeing as many parents as possible in attendance. 
 
We wish all of the OLQP families a very happy Christmas and look forward to a fantastic 2017 for our 
school community. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 

Dates for your Attention December/January 

Term 4 Week 10 2016 Term 1 Week 1 2017 

Monday 12 
Tuesday 13  
Wednesday 14  Christmas Concert 5.30-8pm  
Thursday 15 Thanksgiving Mass 9.20am 
Friday 16 Last Day of School for Students 

 
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 2017 Yrs 1-6 

January 30
th

 2017 

Monday 30 Students return to school Years 1-6 
Tuesday 31 Kindergarten Students Commence 
Wednesday 1Playgroup 9-10am 
Thursday 2  
Friday 3  

 



 

 

Student Leadership Consultation Feedback 
Student Comments 

 Best person for the job was an overriding request 

 Not based on popularity 

 Needs to be a process where a person can’t get up and say a good speech and get voted in 
because of this but isn’t the right person for being a leader 

 Do not want roles for every Year 6 student – feel this takes away from the ‘specialness’ and also 
reduces responsibility 

 Would like 2 SRC members from each class at all times for support and so things can get done or 
understood better 

 Requested only voting for one house colour captain – the one for their own house, not someone for 
all the houses.  

 Would like to see a boy and girl school captain (this surprisingly came more strongly from Years 4 
&5, not Year 6), the other roles they would also like this but not as strongly. 

 Requested role descriptions for the different positions 
 

Of the 3 models - traditional, values or school parliament, which would you like to see in practice at 
OLQP?  Parents, in the majority, preferred the Traditional model, followed by the values model. Staff were 
closer in these two choices. 
 
Do you feel every Year 6 student should have a position of responsibility?  Two thirds of parents felt 
that this wasn’t appropriate and more than 80% of staff felt this way. 
 
Do we have two leaders for each area and they have a committee or do we keep it as we currently 
have - two leaders for each area? Though the responses for this question were quite close the parents 
and staff prefer as it is currently. 
 
In regards to the gender questions regarding school captains and other leadership positions the 
parents were overwhelmingly in favour of the traditional girl/boy model. For the other leadership areas, this 
was still the preferred option, but not to the same degree. On a staff level the ‘either combination’ came out 
slightly ahead. 
Do you think we should have an SRC?   Overwhelmingly yes from parents (93%) not so strong with 
staff. 
 
In regards to gender and opportunity to hold the SRC roll more than once - Overwhelmingly 
responses were:  SRC to be a girl and boy and can only hold the roll twice, but not two years in a row. 
 
Do you think an application process would enhance our student leadership practices here at 
OLQP?       Over 70% of parents and 100% of staff agreed. 
 
The following comments are typical of many parent comments that were received. 
This shouldn't be a popularity vote. It should be based on the best candidate. 
This is very important so that the leaders are chosen for the right reason & it is not only based on 
popularity 
Generally they will be liked by most kids in the school for their character and personality ... parents need to 
stay out of it. 
Right people for job, regardless of gender. 
I believe regardless of gender, the kids will vote in peers with these qualities for leadership positions - it is 
only the younger students that vote on popularity 
It is good to have a girl and boy captain so both girls and boys in the school have role models and 
someone to turn to. 
I think that individual qualities should be how the leaders get selected. 
Important to have girls and boys represented as we have both at the school. 
Gender balance is necessary to show both boys & girls that leadership is a possibility for them 



 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16, 2016 

Dear Parents, 

 

To help you and your children prepare for the new school year, set out below is a list of the resources that we ask 

your child to come to school with. The majority of stationery items/resources such as pens, pencils, crayons and 

paper are covered by the School Based Resource Fee within the annual School Fees. However, your children are 

welcome to bring their own labelled pencil case and stationery supplies that can be kept in their bags to be used 

at the discretion of the teachers. 

 

Karen McGinlay 

Principal 

 

 

Each child, K-6 is to bring to school on the first day the following items: 

 

• Art shirt – that covers uniforms  

• Library Bag 

• Headphones (not earbuds) 

• 1 roll of paper towel 

• Box of tissues (200) 

• Packet of Baby Wipes  

 

In addition to this for Kinder – Year 2  

 

• 1x Transparent Plastic Document Wallet (Polly Wally) with a Velcro or button seal for Homework, notes 

and Home Reading Books 

• Rainy Day Activity/Colouring Book 

 

In addition to this for Year 3 – Year 6  

All students may choose to bring their own pencil case with supplies to be used for special activities.   

These supplies could include: 

• Pack of 4 highlighters 

• Pack of square Post-It type notes 

• Black Sharpie permanent marker x 2 

 

Please mark all belongings clearly with your child’s name. 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year break. We look forward to seeing you in 2017. 

 

Remember: School resumes for Years 1-6 on Monday, January 30, 2017. 

 

School commences for Kindergarten children on Tuesday January 31, 2017 for half day and Wednesday half day 

(9.30am to 12.30pm). Full day attendance from 8.55am to 3.10pm will commence on Thursday, February 2, 2017. 
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