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Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you to all parents for attending the Parent Teacher Information night last Tuesday. It 
was great to see our parents excited and interested in the educational journey ahead for 
their child/children in 2019. 
 
Equally pleasing was the large numbers who attended the 2019 induction session with Mrs 
Simpson and of course the Term 1 P & F meeting. Again, it was wonderful to chat informally 
and share with you our plans for 2019 and how we can all work in partnership to make 
OLQP the best school in Sydney. The P & F minutes and Principal’s Report will be sent 
home via the Compass portal. I hope they both provide you with a thorough run down of 
what was discussed at the meeting. I know I walked away from the meeting inspired by the 
dedication and passion of our parent body who work so hard for our children. 
 
2019 DRINKS UNDER THE STARS 
Once again, the P & F ‘Drinks Under the Stars’, will take place in this term on Friday 8th 
March from 7-10pm on the school playground. All new and existing OLQP parents are 
invited to come along and enjoy a relaxing and social evening with fine food and drink. I look 
forward to seeing a great roll up on the night. 
 

 
 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK & OPEN DAY 2019 
Catholic Schools week will take place this Term in Week 6 from Monday 4th to Friday 8th 
March. On Thursday 7th March, all parents and families are invited to join us at OLQP 
to view your child/children’s classrooms from 9am straight after assembly. From 
9:30am any new families who would like to enroll their child at OLQP in 2020 will also be 
visiting the school to take part in a guided tour of the school site. This will be a great 
opportunity to showcase our wonderful staff, students and families in their learning 
environment. I am sure our visitors will see our enthusiastic and happy children and staff 
very engaged in their own learning. I look forward to seeing you on the day. 
 
 
 



NO HOMEWORK WEEK 
Each Term Week 5 as the half way point in the term will now be, ‘No Homework Week’ 
where children will not be given any specific homework from their teachers. Children will be 
expected to continue to read throughout the week but instead of extra homework do 
something special with their family that they might not usually get the opportunity to do. Eg, 
play a game, go for a walk, visit somewhere special or educational, help out around the 
home etc, or just take some time to relax. The teachers look forward to hearing all about 
your interesting family activities.  
 
READING AFTERNOON 
Also during Week 5 parents are invited to a reading afternoon in the school library or 
playground. This will take place next Tuesday 26th February from 2:05pm – 3pm. Parents 
are invited to arrive at school, collect their child from the classroom and find a spot either in 
the library or on the playground to read a book together. The more parents the better. 
 
MARIST SISTERS WOOLWICH & HOLY CROSS RYDE PRINCIPAL VISIT 
Next week the Principals from Marist Sisters Woolwich Dr Anne Ireland and Holy Cross 
College Ryde Mr Phillip Stewart will be visiting OLQP to speak with our Years 4 to 6 children 
about their schools and what they offer the students. This is an important part of our K-12 
pathway process. 
 
Dates to remember: 
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 2019 OPEN DAY 
Sunday 10 March 
10:00am to 1:00pm 
Principal’s Address: 11.30am 
Enrolling Now for 2021 
Limited Vacancies for 2020 
 
MARIST SISTERS COLLEGE WOOLWICH: THANKSGIVING MASS AND CELEBRATION 
OF THE MARIST SISTERS 
Saturday 23 March 
Invitation to the Community to join a Thanksgiving Mass and Celebration of the Marist 
Sisters 
2pm Mass followed by afternoon tea 
Please rsvp via the College website 
 
SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 2019 
All 2019 school fee accounts were sent home to families last week. If you do not receive 
your fee account please contact the school office. If any family is experiencing financial 
difficulties please contact me through the office to make an appointment to discuss fee 
arrangements for the 2019 school year. School fees can be paid fortnightly, monthly, each 
term or yearly. If fees are not paid in the given time parents will receive a letter from me. If I 
receive no response from the fee payer then the case could be referred to the Sydney 
Catholic Schools Fee Liaison Unit. 
 
2019 ENROLMENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE FROM WEEK 6 
From 4th March enrolment packages will be available from the school office for all families 
who may have a child who will start school in 2020. During Catholic Schools Week on 
Thursday 7th March we will also have our first Open Day for the year. All interested families 
are very welcome to come along to view the school from 9:30am till 11am. Interviews will 
also take place beginning from Week 8 Monday 18th March. 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
By now some of our students will have tried our healthy canteen menu, run by our new 
Canteen Manager, Mrs Michelle Mawad, who comes to us with many years Canteen 
Management experience. A reminder that orders need to be in by 9am on the day of order 
through Flexischools as everything is freshly made each day. Getting online is easy and only 
takes a few minutes to register. Simply visit the website below and click ‘Register Now.’ We 
will continue to accept paper bags over the next few weeks as we transition to the new 
online process. Feedback from parents is welcomed at any time. 
 
Flexischools website: https://www.flexischools.com.au/ 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/


 
NITS 
With the hot and humid weather there has been another increase in children and families 
being impacted by Nits. Nits are a very difficult bug to manage so I urge all parents to 
regularly check your children’s hair for any eggs or nits and keep children at home until their 
hair has been treated and all eggs etc have been removed. There are a number of 
treatments available on the internet including various Nitbuster information sheets. The 
conditioner approach is also very effective but any treatment as many of you know becomes 
a whole family approach which includes the washing of all bedding etc. on a regular basis 
which can become quite frustrating. We all need to work together to manage this outbreak. 
Please be aware parents will be contacted by the office staff if we find children effected by 
nits.  
 
SCHOOL AWARDS AND BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking forward to another busy and exciting year ahead together in partnership. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
BRINGING WRITING ALIVE AT OLQP 
Each year we aim to promote rich learning as the forefront 
of our journey. As you may have noticed, a tent and some 
camping equipment appeared in our school last week. It 
caused a lot of guessing games and questions as to why a 
tent would be set up in our school. This was our first writing 
stimulus for the year and already students have used their 
prior knowledge to make predictions and share various 
connections. I have enjoyed witnessing the students share 
stories, strengthen their vocabulary and use their vivid 
imaginations to write creatively. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Here are just a few samples from Year 6 who are learning about endangered animals. 
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JAPANESE 

こんにちは 

Kon'nichiwa 
 
Hello and welcome to online language learning at our school. This year all children in Years 
3-6 will be learning Japanese through an online learning platform supported by Sydney 
Catholic Schools. Animated videos using the avatars as peer coaches allow us to immerse 
the students into a Japanese experience. There are three avatars in the course. The Main 
avatar Yuki is a native Japanese speaker and helps students with their pronunciation. Her 
friend Angie will talk to students about different cultural aspects of Japan, points of interest 
and local festivals. JP is the language expert, a ninja who 
reminds students of the structure and different rules of the 
Japanese language. We are also one of five schools trailing 
the ELLA Japanese program in Kinder. Mrs Katy Gilles 
visited our school on Friday and the children and teachers 
are all ready and excited to learn. 
 

We look forward to sharing all our learning with you. 

 
Maree Simpson 
Assistant Principal 
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Yesterday OLQP held its first Family Mass for 2019, our Year 6 students and families 
welcomed all the new families to OLQP especially the Kindergarten students and their 
families. A huge thank you to all who were involved in organising this Mass especially those 
behind the scenes cooking the wonderful sausage sizzle we shared after Mass. 
 
I would like to extend an invitation for all the members of the OLQP community to 
take some time out of their very hectic lives and join in with quiet prayer on either 
Tuesday and/or Thursday mornings in the OLQP Church for the Exposition and 
Benediction of the Blessed Eucharist from 7am and 9am. This is an ageless 
devotion within the Catholic Church and it highlights the fundamental mystery of the 
holy Eucharist. Our Lord Jesus is truly present, body and blood, soul and divinity in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you and your family to take a few moments to 
pray in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament on Tuesdays and or Thursdays. 

 
 
This Thursday, February 21st our Years 3 and 4 classes will be celebrating their first Buddy 
Mass for 2019. We would love all parents and carers of these children to join us in 
celebrating Mass at 9:20am in the OLQP Church. 
 
On Wednesday March 6th (Week 6) the Year 3 – 6 OLQP children will attend Ash 
Wednesday Mass at 12 pm and Years K-2 will attend an Ash Wednesday Liturgy in the 
OLQP Church after lunch. Please feel free to join us at either service to mark the beginning 
of Lent. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis to focus on “Those who love use 
their imagination to discover solutions where others see only problems. Those who 
love help others according to their needs and with creativity, not according to 
preconceived ideas or common conceptions.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
What a busy few weeks it has been as we have begun to settle into a new school year. It 
was lovely to see and speak with so many parents at our school information session last 
week. I hope that your children all enjoyed their Valentine's Day chocolates last Thursday as 
a reminder of God's unimaginable love for them and their families. Thank you to all the 
families who attended our Family Mass last Sunday. It was a really special morning as we 
welcomed our new kindergarten children and their families into our Parish Community. A 
special note of thanks go to our Year 6 Class who hosted our morning tea. 
 
Our Reconciliation program commences this week with our Parent's Information Sessions on 
Thursday 21st February 7 - 8pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church or Wednesday 27th 
February 7 - 8pm at St Charles Borromeo Church. All children in Year 3 should have 
received a letter about this. If you did not receive a letter or you have an inquiry to make, 
please contact our Parish Office. 



 
Lent will soon be upon us, providing a wonderful opportunity to perhaps slow down a bit and 
explore our relationship with God. I am hoping to hold a 6 week Lenten group within our 
school community on a Monday afternoon from 1:30pm - 2:30pm, commencing from 4th 
March. On Monday I sent home a note to all families seeking expressions of interest for this. 
Please contact the school office if you did not get a copy. Finally, I hope to celebrate Shrove 
Tuesday as a school community - I will soon send a note home to parents outlining plans for 
this also. 
 
Anna Bortolussi     Family Educator     anne.bortolussi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 

First Reconciliation/First Communion Information evening 
This will be held on Thursday 21st February at OLQP Church from 7-8pm or you can attend 
on Wednesday 27th February at SCB Church from 7-8pm. You must attend this evening in 
order to receive the information to enrol for this sacrament. Both evenings are identical so 
you only need to attend one. 
 
Confirmation Information evening 
This will be held on Tuesday 12th March at OLQP Church from 7-8pm or you can attend on 
Wednesday 20th March at SCB Church from 7-8pm. You must attend this evening in order to 
receive the information to enrol for this sacrament. Both evenings are identical so you only 
need to attend one. The sacrament of Confirmation will be held on Sunday 25th August at 
12:30pm at St Mary's Cathedral. 
 
For any queries in regards to the sacramental program please contact Judith Morrissey 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966 (Thursday and Friday). 
 
Catechist Helpers 
We are in great need of people to help assist teach Catholic scripture at Gladesville Public 
School (Wednesday mornings) and Boronia Park Public School (Wednesday from 11:25am-
12:30pm). All resources, training and support is given to you to help assist. If you have 30 
minutes on a Wednesday where you can offer some help then contact Judith Morrissey 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Another busy two weeks of sport with all children participating in sport lessons with 
excitement and positivity. A reminder to all parents that the school cross country has been 
booked for Friday the 22nd of March at Holy Cross College. A note will follow in the next 
couple of weeks. 
 
Good Luck to the following children participating in the Inner West Zone 
Swimming Carnival: Zara Chand, Sophie Haddad, Thomas Naughton, 
Giordano Di Biagio, Hamish Moulang, Lucy Mutimer, Georgia Sherry, 
Stella Turnbull, Poppy Simmonds, Mia Stephens, Kobe Chand, Blake 
Egger, Kodi Nguyen, Fédor Henri Guerro, Alexandra Moulang. 
 
Over the weekend, three children participated in the 2019 NSW Touch football tournament in 
Port Macquarie. Adrianna Regan, Ruby Eagleton and Kodi Nguyen all played fair and hard 
and enjoyed their experience at such a high level. We are very proud of you all. 
 
Mel Cooper   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS 
Welcome back to students new and old. We are up and running for Term 1. All students in 
our music program have received a music bag this year to keep their music books in. Please 
send this bag to lessons each week. Just a reminder that music diaries need to be 
completed each week so we can monitor the progress for your child. 
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The school band and will be performing for Open Day which is on Thursday 7th March. 
 
Just a reminder that if you want your child to be involved in our annual band camp, you need 
to let our office know within the next week: info@bennelongmusic.com.au 
 
We are looking for trombone players and offering free hire this term. Let us know if you are 
interested to reserve an instrument. 
 
P&F NEWS 
The first P&F meeting was held last Tuesday night and a big thanks to everyone who came 
along. The minutes of the meeting will be available through compass, and I encourage 
everyone to have a read of them. In addition to the minutes, Peter Watkins has prepared a 
Principal’s Report, which gives an update on what is happening in the school community. 
This will also be made available to all parents through the Compass Portal. 
 
A note for Drinks Under the Stars was sent home last week. On behalf of Year 1, can we ask 
you return your RSVP to the office as soon as possible. Make sure the baby sitters are 
organised for Friday 8th March so you don’t miss out!  
 
Chris Voysey   P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Acre Woods Childcare “Discover a day in the life of Guardian children by attending their 
National Open Day on February 23rd at Acre Woods Gladesville, 22-24 College Street. From 
10am to 12pm, you’ll be able to meet the educators, explore the wondrous spaces, sample 
the seasonal menus and learn about the Guardian education approach. The more the 
merrier, so please feel free to invite your family and friends along for the day too.” 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: February/March 

Term 1 Week 4 
Term 1 Week 5  

No Homework Week 
Term 1 Week 6  

 Catholic Schools Week 

Monday 18 
Tuesday 19  
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 21 Inner West Swimming 

Carnival Auburn Aquatic Centre, OLQP 
Buddy Day Mass Yr3 & Yr4 9:20am, 
Information night about Sacraments OLQP 
7pm 
Friday 22  
Saturday 23 
Sunday 24 Children’s Liturgy 9am 

Monday 25 
Tuesday 26 Reading Afternoon 2:05-3pm 
Wednesday 27

 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 

Church Hall,  Information night about 
Sacraments SCB 7pm 
Thursday 28  
Friday 1  
Saturday 2 
Sunday 3 Children’s Liturgy 9am 

Monday 4 
Tuesday 5 Combined Regional Swimming 

Carnival, Shrove Tuesday  
Wednesday 6 Ash Wednesday Mass 

12pm, Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall 
Thursday 7 Open Day, Open 
Classrooms from 9am and Kindy Tours 
for new families 9:30-11am 
Friday 8 Drinks Under the Stars 7-10pm 
Saturday 9 
Sunday 10 Children’s Liturgy 9am 
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