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Dear Parents, 
 

As I mentioned at last week's Parent Information Evening, the Sydney Catholic 
Schools theme for 2018 is "Do not be afraid - Be courageous, Be Adventurous - 
God likes it!" What this means for us, as the parents and educators of your 
children, together, we need to give witness to what is important to us. Starting this 
Lent, why don't we demonstrate for your children the courage of our beliefs and 
convictions, modelling for them how we are prepared to take risks, have an open 
mind, try doing or saying things that don't come easily or naturally to us and work 
at overcoming our fears? In doing this your children will not only see us out of our 
comfort zones, but we will also be demonstrating how exciting, rewarding and 
confidence building it can be, when we are attempting to be courageous and 
adventurous.  Remember, 'do not be afraid' is written in the Bible 365 times. This 
serves as a daily reminder from God to live everyday fearlessly. 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our information evening. It was wonderful to see 
so many families come along to both this and our first P&F meeting for the year. If you were 
unable to meet your children's teachers please touch base with them, if you haven't already, 
to receive any handouts from the evening and to hear any key points that were made.  
 

It was equally wonderful talking with a range of parents throughout the night and hearing 
such things as: "We love OLQP.  We can tell loads goes into enhancing the school," "Great 
choice in selecting Nick Vujicic for this year's role model.  I'm going to research him together 
with my son" and "I see learning from a different angle now (in reference to the Learning Pit 
that we spoke about)." 
 

To be truly inspired by Nick Vujicic and to know more about him the following two 60 minutes 
interviews are the ones I mentioned at our meeting last week and are truly worth viewing.   
https://www.9now.com.au/60-minutes/rewind/clip-cjb30gavy00000gntdgxql5uo/bfdbb41b-e2bc-410c-
b153-d9adb2ef552b 
 

http://www.gospelherald.com/video/the-incredible-love-story-of-nick-vujicic-and-his-wife-60-minutes-
3526 
 

The Learning Pit 
The Learning Pit is something we are 
working at introducing to all students 
from Kinder to Year 6 and to all 
parents in order to help everyone more 
fully understand the learning process.  
The pit is an imaginative way to help 
pupils with their learning. It helps 
children to understand that challenge 
is a necessary part of learning and 
that it is a good thing and supports 
them to develop strategies for when 
they are stuck in their learning both in 
and out of school. Please see the 
larger Learning Pit image attached to 

this newsletter. We encourage you to display this in your home and to refer to it frequently 
when discussing your children's learning with them or for when you are trying to find out 
what they 'did today' or what they 'learnt today'.  Why not ask something along the lines of, 
"Were you in the pit today?  What things did you do to try and get out of it? Where are you in 
the pit with learning about ....?" I would love to hear your stories about these discussions, if 
you would like to share them with me. 

https://www.9now.com.au/60-minutes/rewind/clip-cjb30gavy00000gntdgxql5uo/bfdbb41b-e2bc-410c-b153-d9adb2ef552b
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Special Events 
Last week we experienced many special events at school. All our students were reminded, 
either at our Ash Wednesday Mass or Liturgy, of the significance of Lent and very reverently 
received their ashes reminding them to be sorry for any wrong choices and to follow and 
spread the Good News of the Gospel. The following day we celebrated our Opening School 
Mass for 2018. This was a beautiful Mass which students from all grades assisted. Fr 
Alfredo spoke to the children about asking their parents what old radios were like and to 
demonstrate the crackling noise they make when they are not tuned in. Hopefully this may 
explain, for some of you, what you thought was a strange request when your child came 
home. He likened this to what is going on in our heads and encouraged us, this Lent, to get 
closer to God and told us that we can do this by praying more to God and this will remove 
this crackling sound and let us be more open. Following the Mass, all our student leaders 
were commissioned into their various roles and received a special blessing from Fr Alfredo.  
Many proud parents were also there to support their children. 
 
This year's Year 6 student leaders are: 
School Captains:  Monet Lobina, Robbie Riccardi  
Mission & Faith:  Alex Mutimer, Romy Moore 
Environment:  Grace Galea, John Eslick 
House Captains:   Joel Stepcich, Maddi Sherry, Eliza Denton, Georgia Andrianakos 
Choir Leaders: Tina Zhande, Rachel Eagleton 
 
This semester's SRC Leaders are:  
Year 2 - Ben Hartigan, Lila Mitchell 
Year 3 - Helena Allshorn, Peter Hatzithavoris 
Year 4 - Migonette Lobina, Christian Engelman 
Year 5 - Holly Mizens, Giordano Di Biagio 
 
New Staff Member 
We welcome Mr Domenic Badolato to our staff this year. He will be working with Mrs Pia 
Darmenia on Year 6. Please make yourself known to him if your child is in his class and you 
haven't already met him.  He will be working in Year 6 on Thursdays and Fridays and we are 
very pleased to have him as part of the OLQP family. 
 
Staff Development Day 
On Monday 12th March (Week 7) the staff will be involved in a Staff Development Day which 
will be focusing on our school improvement goal of reinvigorating the school Vision and 
Mission Statement.  This day will be a pupil free day. If you require care for your child on this 
day please contact Gowrie OOSHC on 8571 9744 or 0448 600 070 to book a place for them. 
 
Revitalisation Update 
This week saw the laying of the artificial turf in the Flag pole area of the top playground.  
What a difference this has made to our outdoor space! 
 
Now that we are able to access this space, the decking 
area will be used for afternoon pick-up. If you are 
parking in Westminster Rd you will need to walk into 
the school grounds to collect your children, who will 
be sitting on the decking waiting for you. Please do 
not expect the teachers to let your children exit 
unattended from the top gate. As we spoke about at last 
week's information evening, with the impending demolition 
and construction across the road we need to have very 
clear and consistent drop off and collection practices in 
place in order to keep everyone safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Open Day 
Please keep Friday afternoon, March 9th, free in order to come along and finish your week 
on a high note with our terrific OLQP Open Day. If you know of anyone who will have school 
aged children next year please encourage them to come along also. The afternoon's 
activities start at 2:30pm and go through until 4:30pm. We look forward to you joining 
your children to experience some contemporary, interactive learning experiences and to 
celebrate the wonderful Catholic education that they receive.  
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Last Wednesday we started the Church’s Liturgical Season of Lent. During Lent 
we are asked to pray, fast, and give alms to prepare ourselves for Easter, where 
we witness Jesus' saving through his Resurrection. 
 
Without prayer, fasting and almsgiving are merely actions. Fasting is one of the 
most ancient actions linked to Lent and the pangs of hunger remind us of our 
hunger for God. Prayer and fasting together allows us to develop a deeper 
understanding of Lent. Prayer allows us to be grateful for the blessings God has 
given to us and that we eagerly give to those less fortunate than us. 
 
Almsgiving is simply a response by us to God, a response that we have come to, through 
prayer and fasting. It is an expression of our gratitude for all that God has given us, and a 
realisation that in the Body of Christ, it is never just "me and God." The three focus areas of 
Lent were beautifully presented in prayer by our Year 6 students last Friday.  
 
I would like to leave you with the words found in Matthew 25: 35-36 that have inspired the 
Corporal Works of Mercy which we are able to focus on during the season of Lent. 
 

“I was hungry and you gave me food. 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink. 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 
I was naked and you clothed me. 

I was ill and you cared for me. 
I was in jail and you visited me.” 

 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Just a quick reminder regarding the Volunteer Induction Meetings being held this term. It is a 
directive from Sydney Catholic Schools that anyone assisting in the classroom, on 
excursions or at sporting events must attend an induction meeting yearly. The sessions are 
as follows and you are invited to attend a time or venue that suits you. 
The sessions are as follows:  
 
9.20am Thursday 22nd February: Our Lady Queen of Peace Library 
2.10 pm Thursday 22nd February: St Charles Library 
6.30 pm Thursday 22nd February: St Charles Hall  
7.00 pm Wednesday 14th March: St Charles Hall  
 
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK 2018 
If you have attended an induction meeting and need to get a working with children 
check the process is as follows: 
 
STEP ONE 
Submit your WWCC application online by going to www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check 
Once your application form has been completed online, you will be given an application 
(APP) number.  

http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check


 

STEP TWO 
Take your application number along with proof of identity to a NSW Motor Registry, RMS 
Agency or Service NSW Office. For volunteers the check is free. 
 
STEP THREE 
The RMS lodges the application and you will receive an email or text message with your 
‘clearance number’.  
 
STEP FOUR 
Give the ‘clearance number’ to the school office along with your date of birth who will verify if 
the volunteer is cleared by entering the number into the Office of Children’s Guardian’s 
database.  
As we start the new year, let’s also remember the importance of wearing the correct school 
uniform. It is also vital that all items of clothing are clearly marked with the students’ first 
and last names. I also draw your attention to the following items in regards to uniform. 
 

● No jewellery is to be worn to school, other than small stud/sleeper earrings and 
watches  

● Nail polish is not to be worn  
● All shoulder length hair, and longer, is to be tied back 
● Only hair accessories in school colours and of a reasonable size are to be worn 
● Only natural hair colours are permissible  

 
Thank you for your cooperation and I look forward to seeing you at the Parent Induction 
Meetings. 
 
Maree Simpson 
Assistant Principal 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
This Lent……….https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8YAEXvjnmw&feature=youtu.be 
Lent is a wonderful season in the Church calendar – time set aside to renew and 
prepare ourselves to receive the fullness of life in the resurrection. It’s a time for a 
bit of a spiritual ‘spring-clean’. After all, the word ‘Lent’ means ‘springtime’. Just as a 
‘spring-clean’ in our homes gives us a renewed sense of order and purpose, a 
spiritual spring-clean lifts our spirits, sweeps out the bad habits and creates space 
in our lives for God. 
 
Giving up chocolate or other sweet indulgences is a traditional favourite for Lenten promises. 
However, in order for our Lenten commitments to really serve the purposes of Lent, it is 
better to approach what we ‘give up’ from the point of view of how giving it up frees us to 
more fully embrace life in Christ. It’s not deprivation for the sake of deprivation… it’s for the 
sake of greater love, more abundant life, deeper peace, more life-affirming joy. Think in 
terms of what you are embracing rather than what you are forgoing. For example, instead of 
‘giving up’ sugar, I’m embracing a daily ritual of honouring God – every time I drink my 
sugarless tea, I am reminded to thank God for his love. 
(adapted from cathfamily.org) 

 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
PARISH NEWS 
Catechist Assistant - We are looking for people who would be able to assist the catechists 
who teach in our local public schools. The lessons are thirty minutes a week during school 
term and we teach on a Wednesday (Gladesville, Boronia Park and Putney Public) and 
Friday (Ryde Public). To find out further information please contact Judith Morrissey at the 
parish office sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
Confirmation, First Reconciliation and Communion - A letter will be sent out soon in 
regards to the sacramental program for 2018. 
 
Confirmation is held in Year 6 for students who have been baptised, and completed their first 
reconciliation and communion. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8YAEXvjnmw&feature=youtu.be
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
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First Reconciliation and Communion is held in Year 3 for children who have been baptised 
Catholic. If your child is in Year 4 or higher and has not completed either of these 
sacraments, they are most welcome to be part of the program. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ     
2018 Library Monitors 
We are the Library Monitor Men, all boys from Year 5. We help in 
the library at lunch on Tuesdays and on any other day when we 
are needed. We even come in when Miss Bini is not there 
because another teacher is running lunch activities. We will help 
anybody in need in the library. We will always clean up the 
library, shelve the books, and look after the equipment. We are 
determined! 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

We invite you to enjoy our first performance of the year with the students in Kinder 
to Year 2. ‘Everything Bears’, Thursday 1 March: 2.05-2.45pm underneath the 

OLQP COLA. Come and hear about a Teddy Bears’ Picnic, a Bear 
Hunt, Goldilocks and the Three Bears and There was a Bear. 

 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS 
As we continue our busy term we’ve had some amazing sporting events with our 
OLQP students.  
 
Lara Wisemantel in Year 5 participated in the Krazy Kosci Klimb where she and 
some family members climbed to the top of Mt Kosciuszko. Whilst doing so, Lara 
raised an incredible $13,430 for the Cerebral Palsy Alliance. We are very proud of 
you Lara. As she says, “I want to show everyone that you can do anything you put 
your mind to!” 
 
Congratulations to the following students who will be participating in the Inner West 
swimming cluster carnival; Maddison Sherry, Sofia Mancini, Marin Matek, Robbie Riccardi, 
Joel Stepcich, Romy Moore, Sophie Haddad, Isabel Chand, Stella Turnbull, Georgia Sherry, 
Lucy Mutimer Giordano Di Biagio, Hamish Moulang, Connor Sakoulas, Kobe Chand, Blake 
Egger and Alexander Teoh. Remember to do your best and try your hardest. 
 
Finally, on Sunday a few students were given the opportunity to be mascots in the 
Women’s League Final for Sydney FC. Hopefully they are future Matilda players in 
the making. I’m sure you had fun and learnt a great deal from your experience. 
 
Mel Cooper. 
Melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
P&F NEWS 
Thank you to those parents who came along to our first P&F meeting of the year; it was 
great to have such a good turnout. 
 
We were given an update on the school's continued revitalisation program which will 
continue to be completed this term and during the next school holidays. It was also agreed 
that current P&F funds will go towards purchasing outdoor clocks for the playgrounds, new 
OLQP signage outside/around the school, an upgrade of the PA system and the purchase of 
Maths toolkits for each child in every class throughout the school. Also, we spoke about 
various fundraising events we could hold throughout the year. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions please feel free to email me or catch any of the P&F team in the playground. 
We would love some new and fun ideas. 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwieru2074vZAhVCGpQKHSEgB2kQjRwIBw&url=https://www.decosoon.com/en/animal/16303-brothers-bears-stickers.html&psig=AOvVaw0Zd0jM6dTiTviwteepHDmY&ust=1517820286763291
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN6LT37ovZAhUKv5QKHU0PCt4QjRwIBw&url=https://pathwaytoascension.wordpress.com/2015/10/15/a-rare-musical-opportunity/music-notes-clip-art-png-music/&psig=AOvVaw14Cp7zru3w-uZc2d3MmZHm&ust=1517820082483853
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The annual 'Drinks Under the Stars' is this Friday night and we look forward to welcoming 
new families to the school and catching up with familiar faces. The Year 1 parents have 
everything ready to go, for what is sure to be another fantastic night. See you there! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
 
Sushi orders will only be available on Fridays now.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: February/March  
Term 1 Week 4 Term 1 Week 5 Term 1 Week 6 

Monday 19 
Tuesday 20 Parent and Volunteers 

Induction 6-6.30pm OLQP Library followed 
by Night Patrol Training 7:00pm-8:30pm 
Wednesday 21 Playgroup 9:00-10.30am 

in the hall, Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm 
in the OLQP Church 
Thursday 22 Inner West Swimming 
Carnival Auburn Aquatic Centre, Parent 
and Volunteers Induction 9:20-9:50am 
in the OLQP Library, 2:10pm in the St 
Charles Library and 6:30pm in the St 
Charles Hall 
Friday 23 Drinks Under the Stars 7-10pm 

under the COLA 

Monday 26 Stage 1 Excursion – Rouse Hill 

House & Farm 
Tuesday 27  
Wednesday 28 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 

Church Hall, Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm 
in the OLQP Church, Sacrament Information 
Night OLQP Church 7-8pm 
Thursday 1 Primary Mass Years 3-6 OLQP 

Church 9:20-10:20am, Everything Bear 
Concert 2:05-2:45pm underneath the COLA 
Friday 2 Year 3 Prayer Assembly 
Saturday 3 
Sunday 4 

 

Monday 5 
Tuesday 6 Year 6 Reconciliation 
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the Church Hall, Parish Lenten Program 2-
3pm in the OLQP Church 
Thursday 8 
Friday 9 OPEN DAY 2:30pm - 5:00pm 

mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com

