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Dear Parents, 
 
This past weekend we welcomed our new Kinder students and their families into our school 
and parish community. There was a great feeling of warmth and inclusiveness on this 
occasion and I especially thank Miss Lili Guirguis, Mrs Lisa Hood, Mrs Anna Alessi and Miss 
Emma Lenehan for helping with this special occasion along with the Year 4 students and 
their families. 
 
Our God is a welcoming God. He welcomes anyone and everyone who believes in Jesus 
into His family. While He lived on earth, Jesus always welcomed anyone into His presence 
or to wherever He was preaching at the time. 
 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28. 
 
This verse epitomizes God’s welcoming attitude. This reminder was written to the early 
church. It went against their culture to welcome people different from themselves – just like 
in today’s world. It’s aim is to remind the people that if someone is a believer in Christ, they 
are the same as we are, and should be welcomed, just as Jesus welcomes them. 
 

With Jesus as our example, we should never be shy about welcoming others. 
Whether it’s welcoming friends into our home, new students and their families 

into our school, visitors into our church, or just saying hello to a 
stranger on the street, as Christians we are called to display the 

welcoming attitude of God. Moira Kelly is one such person who 
does this – her home is a home where all, especially children, are 
welcomed regardless of their needs, abilities, looks or challenges. 

She models inclusion, not exclusion, in a very practical and obvious way for us. May all of us 
this year at OLQP be welcoming, invitational and inclusive to all in our community.  
 
Thank you to all those who came along to our Opening School Mass. It was wonderful to see 
so many parents, grandparents and friends there and equally wonderful to see so many of 
you join us for Morning Tea in the CaCh Room. Besides joining us all together in prayer and 
focusing on this year ahead, as a learning and faith filled community, this Mass was also 
significant in blessing our Year 6 student leaders and asking God to help them in their 
positions of service. 
 
To all those families who managed to come out last week and meet the teachers, hear our 
directions for this year and have your queries answered, we say thank you.  Thanks for 
supporting your children’s education and engaging with the school.  Remember, it is through 
your engagement with their learning and valuing what school is all about that helps put your 
children onto the right track for success.  If you were unable to attend these meetings please 
ensure that you have received the handouts that teachers passed on to families that night.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

We would like to continue to improve our home-
school communications. Practices that can help 
with this are: 
 

- Parents accessing the School Parent Calendar on the school website at 
www.olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au. This calendar outlines the events for each class 
as well as the whole school. It includes dates for events such as: sporting events or 
parent meetings, orientation days and excursions, Special events like Book Week 
and Science Week as well as Sacramental and other liturgical events. 
 

- Emailing to info@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au and ensuring that in the subject 
line you clearly state what it is in relation to eg. Gardening, BYODD, Behaviour, Use 
of Playground, Trip Hazard, Family Holiday etc. This way your email will get to the 
relevant person quicker and subsequently you should receive a response sooner. If 
your matter is of a more sensitive or serious nature and you wish to contact me 
directly about it you can do so at principal@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au. Please 
remember however that your child’s class teacher is generally your first point of 
contact. 
 

- Clear routines at home around notes. All class 
teachers are asked to have a clear routine for 
handing out notes to students to ensure that they 
go home. Equally as important is a clear routine at 
home for bags and note folders to be emptied each 
evening and checked. On many occasions we hear 
that parents did not receive notes however the 
teachers are certain that all notes went home. 
Please make sure they make it to their destination. 
Set up a practice that your children can explain to 
others and that is practised daily, regardless if 
there is anything in the folders or not. Why not 
make it a routine that note folders get put on the 
bench at the same time as lunch boxes and they 
go back in with the lunch boxes the next morning? 
Don’t forget to tell your children if there are notes 
in their folder and get them to see for themselves. 
If they hear it from you and see it with their own 
eyes there is a much greater chance of the notes 
making it to the teacher or the office bag. 
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Last Sunday, the Year 4 students at OLQP welcomed our Kindergarten children and their 
families at the first Family Mass for 2017. It was lovely to see so many of our families in 
attendance. 

 
Next week, Wednesday March 10, the Church’s liturgical season of Lent begins. 
Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter. 
Please join us at Mass on this day at 12.00pm in the OLQP Church. 
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On Sunday March 12 at 3.00 pm – 4.15 pm the OLQP community is hosting a Lenten 
Concert, ‘Ashes to Easter’ featuring Peter Kearny. Peter is a renowned Catholic songwriter 
whose songs include ‘Fill My House’ and ‘The Beatitudes’. This concert weaves songs and 
stories and reflections on Lenten themes and looks ahead to Holy Week and Easter. Many 
of the OLQP children are familiar with his songs as they have been a part of our school’s 
liturgical celebrations.  
 
This concert is best suited for upper-primary to adults. There is a suggested donation $10/$8 
concession at the door. A minimum attendance of 15 is required and registration is essential 
prior to the concert. Registrations are available via a form in the church porch or you can 
directly email Peter at peter@peterkearneysongs.com.au. It is important that when booking 
you specify 'Gladesville' and the number of seats required. 
 
I would like to leave you with the wisdom of Pope Francis “I invite you to join in the fight 
against poverty, both material and spiritual. Together let’s build peace and bridges of 
friendship” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 

2017 - OLQP School Leaders  
During week 2, our 2017 School Leaders received their 
leadership badges at our opening school mass. Our School 
Captains are Jessica Smith and Lucas Stepcich. The Mission 
and Faith leaders are Charli Simon and Nicholas Perrone. 
The Environment Leaders are Daniel Grantham and Liam 
Byers. The Colour House leaders are Zara Chand (Walsh), 
Joseph Obeid (Louis), Emily Bortolussi (Xavier) and Jake 
Jones (Dawson - absent from photo). 

 
What is happening in Mathematics? 
In 2017 our teaching staff will be working with Maria Alice, a Mathematics Advisor from 
Sydney Catholic Schools regional office in Lidcombe. To start our year off, we have been 
analysing student results from NAPLAN, PAT Maths online Assessments and Numeracy 
Clinical Interviews. Through close data analysis, we will get a deeper understanding of 
students’ needs and strengths and then cater accordingly to meet their needs.  
 
Crossing at Oxford St. 
We encourage anyone who is crossing at Oxford St to please use the 
crossing. Please note, crossing in between parked cars during KAR Gate 
pick up is very dangerous, as is crossing at the roundabout. 
 
KAR GATE name cards. 
Kindergarten families have now been supplied with family name cards for 
their vehicles. Please display your family name when picking up your children from KAR 
Gate. It allows teaching staff to identify families and allows KAR gate pick up to run more 
smoothly. If you have lost your name card or require a new one, please email me directly: 
jed.hayes@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Tree Management - WHS. 
You may have heard the sound of chainsaws one morning last week at OLQP? As part of 
our Tree Management procedures, we are required to have an arborist inspect all of the 
trees on our site. A couple of trees needed pruning back, whilst one tree near our vegetable 
garden had to be cut down for safety reasons. 
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Secondary School Visits to OLQP 
On Monday 6 March (2:05pm - 3:05pm) representatives from Holy Cross College, Ryde and 
Marist Sisters College, Woolwich will be speaking to students in Year 3 to Year 6. We look 
forward to hearing about their school and possibly seeing some of our past students talk 
about their experiences at Secondary School.  
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
LENT: What Is It Really About And How Can My Family Participate In This Season? 
Since the first week of January, the presence of colourful eggs and chocolate bunnies in 
supermarkets has steadily been increasing. People like to buy them early in preparation for 
their Easter celebrations. However, for us as Catholics, our preparation for Easter goes 
much deeper than that. The Season of Lent is a time in which we reflect on our relationship 
with God and the way we are living our lives. It is the season in which we prepare for the 
mystery of Easter with minds and hearts renewed. Through repentance and renewal we can 
live more fully, our Baptismal call to live as disciples of Jesus. The following information may 
help you and your family understand the meaning, customs and traditions of Lent more fully, 
resulting in a deeper preparation for the coming Easter Season. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes before the Evening Mass of 
the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday. Lent is a forty-day liturgical season that prepares us for 
the most sacred part of the Christian year, the Triduum – the days we recall the suffering, 
death and resurrection of Christ. Sundays are not included in the forty-day count because 
every Sunday is a joyful celebration of our Lord's Resurrection. The Latin word for Lent is 
quadragesima which means forty days. During Lent we renew our hearts and mind through 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, in preparation for the joyful mystery of Easter. Ash 
Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence. This means we only have one main meal 
during the day (fasting) and we do not eat meat (abstinence). Abstinence applies to people 
from the age of 14. Fasting applies to those who have attained their majority, until their 60th 
year. The traditional colour of Lent is purple. 
 
Enjoy listening to this short youtube clip: Lent in 2 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3L3c23MfC0 
 
Blessings, 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Catechist Assistant And Teachers - Sacrament Information Evenings for Ryde-
Gladesville Catholic Parish consisting of St Charles Borromeo Church & Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Church. 
 
These evenings are for parents/carers who have a child who will be doing the following 
sacraments in 2017: 
Confirmation: (child in Yr 6 who has made their First Penance and Eucharist) 
First Penance: (child in Yr 3 who has been baptised) 
First Eucharist: (child in Yr 3 who is baptised and made their First Penance) 
There will be two Information Evenings and you only need to attend one of these on 
Thursday 9th March in OLQP church 7-8pm or Thursday 16th March in St Charles School Hall 
from 7-8pm. 
 
Nomination forms will only be distributed at these meetings. 
Enquiries: Judith sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
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PARISH NEWS 
New Procedures for High School References 
Parents who require Parish Priest’s references to be completed for their child’s application 
are now required to make a 10-15 minute appointment with Fr Richard. Please contact the 
parish office for an appointment time 9807 2966. 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
Welcome back to our lovely students and their families for another happy year. 
 
School Fee Accounts were emailed last week, the account shows the fees listed and owing 
for the whole year. 
 
If you wish to change your fee/instalment schedule eg. payment fortnightly instead of term, 
please let me know. Call me for any enquiry you may have regarding the school fees. 
 
I look forward to meeting our new parents as time goes on. 
 
All the very best 
 
Tricia McGrath 
Finance Secretary   accounts@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Presentation 

by 

Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 2 and OLQP Choir 

        

Thursday March 9, 2017 at 2.15pm in OLQP COLA 

 

HOLIDAYS 

By Lynne Bartlett, Mark Leehy and Kevin O’Mara 
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P&F NEWS 
Thank you to all of the parents who were able to come along and join us at the first P&F 
meeting of the year, it was great to see so many familiar and new faces at the meeting. As 
this is a major fundraising year, we asked for any volunteers who would like to be part of the 
Fundraising organising committee. We have a number of parents who have already 
volunteered, however it would be great to have more and also a representation from all 
years. If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information please email me, 
there is lots to be done and many hands make light work! We will be aiming to organise our 
first meeting in the next couple of weeks to start discussing ideas so we would love your 
input. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at the annual Drinks Under the Stars event this Friday 
night - it’s shaping up to be another fantastic evening. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: February/March 
Term 1 Week 4 Term 1 Week 5 Term 1 Week 6 

Monday 20 
Tuesday 21 7pm Night Patrol Training 

Parents and Parishioners 7-8.30pm Byron 
Library 
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 23  
Friday 24 Drinks Under the Stars 7-10pm 

under the COLA 

Monday 27 
Tuesday 28 Burning of the Palms, 

Pancakes for Shrove Tuesday 
Wednesday 1 Ash Wednesday Mass, 

Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall 
Thursday 2 
Friday 3 

Monday 6 HCCR Presentation to boys 

Yrs 3-Yrs 6, MSCW Presentation to girls 
Yrs 3-Yr 6 
Tuesday 7 OPEN DAY 2-5PM 
Wednesday 8

 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 

hall, First Penance and Eucharist 
Information Evening 7pm-8pm Byron 
Library 
Thursday 9 Musical Performance 

‘Holidays’ under the COLA 2pm-2.30pm, 
Confirmation and Sacramental Information 
Evening 
Friday 10 
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