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Dear Parents, 
 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 
Thank you to all the parents who came along last Tuesday night to meet with your children’s teachers 
and be informed of the expectations and procedures for each class. Thanks also to those who came 
along to my session to hear about our directions and focus areas for this year. Areas that were 
addressed in this session included: 
The Year of Mercy: On a regular basis class prayer sessions will have “mercy” as their theme. 
Parents are encouraged to adopt a similar practice and talk or pray together with “mercy” being the 
focus.  
 

Resilience: Mental health is major concern for the youth of Australia today. We will be 
focusing on developing your children’s resilience throughout the year in order to help them 
deal with all aspects of life and supporting you in your role by passing on strategies for you to 
use at home as well. 
 

Parent Charter: We shared the new Archdiocesan Parent Charter with families. We encourage 
everyone to read this and become familiar with the principles and expectations that underpin the 
partnership between parents and schools.  
 

Person of the Year for 2016 
Bear Grylls is an adventurer, TV personality and most importantly, a firm believer in Christ. He 
epitomises what it means to have determination, courage and resilience. He values family, friends 
and teamwork. He openly talks about his faith and the relationship he has with God. For these 
reasons Bear Grylls has been selected as our role model for this year. 
 

Grylls’ childlike nature comes to bear in his faith as well. He uses words and phrases like “home” and “being held” to 
describe his relationship with God. And when you ask him what it means to be held—what it feels like—his answer is both 
simple and profound. 
“What does it mean? It’s about being strengthened. It’s about having a backbone run through you from the Person who 
made you. It’s about being able to climb the biggest mountains in the world with the Person who made them. ” 

 

If you were unable to come to these sessions last week please make sure that you contact the class 
teacher in order to receive any information that was distributed to the parents. I would like to thank our 
staff who put a lot of time into preparing for the evening and for the time they gave from their own 
families. If you have any queries about your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to contact their 
teacher/s. 
 

Gate Opening Times 
Morning: Each morning the gates automatically open at 8:25am and lock at 9:05am. You do not need 
to push the buzzer between these times for access – just push the gate. 
Afternoon: Each afternoon, Monday – Thursday the gates automatically open at 2:50pm and lock at 
3:30pm. You do not need to push the buzzer between these times for access – just push the gate. 
Friday Afternoon for Assembly: the gates will open from 2:30pm.  Please do not push the buzzer 
for access prior to this unless you have come to meet with staff or to collect your child for an early 
departure.  
 

Gardening Club 
This year our OLQP Garden will be tended by a group of interested students from K-Year 6 along with 
parents or grandparents, who would like to ‘get their hands dirty’, sowing and harvesting organic fruit 
and vegetables. We ask that there is commitment from the children for at least Terms 1 and 2.  
Jimmy, our garden expert and volunteer, will continue working with us this year.  Gardening club will 
take place every Wednesday at lunch time.  The children will have the opportunity to eat their lunches 
prior to going to the garden. If you or your children are interested in being part of the gardening club 
for this year please complete the separate Gardening Club form and return it to the office. 

 

Class Parents 2016 - Parents and Students 
 

Class 2016 Students 

KB Nadia Teoh, Justine Goddard Nicholas Teoh & Conor Dehlsen 

1B Bernie O’Brien, Kate Naughton Grace O’Brien, Oliver Naughton 

2B Justine Kucic, Fran Png Marisa Kucic, Caleb Leung 

3B Tina Athanasiadis, Lis Burn, Lara Michell Andrew Athanasiadis, Zac Burn, Alistair Byrne 

4B Kati Armstrong, Vanessa Boys Rachel Eagleton, Matthew Boys 

5B Jacquie Perrone, Natasha Brockmeier Nicholas Perrone, Anais Driessen 

6B Teresa Chapman, Tamara Fernandez Messina Chapman, Christian Fernandez 
 

Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 



 

Religion Education News 
Last Sunday in the Gospel we heard how Jesus was in the desert for 40 days and he was tempted by 
the devil. Jesus eventually told the devil that no one should test God. This is important for us to 
remember when we face the temptations that come our way during Lent. 
 

The theme for Project Compassion 2016 is “Learning more, Creating Change”. Pope Francis 
informs us that “Education is an act of hope”. Project Compassion celebrates the power of learning, 
and the many ways in which Caritas Australia is working with local partners around the world to 
provide vital learning and renewed hope to children, women and men most vulnerable to extreme 
poverty and injustice. A big thank you to the OLQP students for the $64.40 raised already for 
Caritas through Project Compassion. 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator. 
 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Prayers on Thursday during Lent - will be in the Church for 5 weeks 2pm-3pm 
Weekly Reflection Hour. 
This reflection hour is open to all parents, grandparents and parishioners. It’s a time to reflect on the 
Scriptures during Lent and see what they are saying to us. A time to give to God. 
 

Ignite – OLQP Parish Hall Friday February 19,  6pm – 8pm Years 4 – 6 
Come along to our first gathering of the year. Together with Father Dan and the Youth Team we have 
planned activities and reflection on scripture of “The Transfiguration”, ending with sharing a meal 
(pizza) together. Bring $5 and let’s have fun. 
 

Family Mass – Welcome to all new families on Sunday, February 21 at 9am 
An invitation is extended to all families, especially NEW families to come join us at our first Family 
Mass of the year. After mass a BBQ will be served.  
 

‘Lord God, you call us out of the darkness. Fill us with your light. Amen’ 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 

SPORT NEWS 
Welcome back to 2016. This term sees cooperative games, fitness and cross country as the focus. It's 
terrific to already see the enthusiasm, cooperation and involvement displayed by OLQP students in 
our PE lessons. Camaraderie, teamwork, acceptance of different abilities, social interaction, patience, 
persistence, resilience and self-discipline are just a few of the numerous benefits children experience 
when involved in school sport. I love hearing your children's sporting stories and sporting 
achievements, so please keep me up to date! 
 

Congratulations to OLQP's newest Colour House Captains - Ava Dallas (Walsh), Michael 
Papandony (Xavier), Chloe Mizens (Louis) and Jack Clifton (Dawson). I am looking forward to 
working with these four approachable and reliable students during the year as they enthusiastically 
lead their House in sports carnivals, take charge of House raffle tickets and help me with all things 
sporty! 
 

Well done to the following students who will be competing in the upcoming Inner West Swimming 
Carnival - Georgia Andrianakos, Isabel Chand, Zara Chand, Eliza Denton, Anais Driessen,          
Katia Gavljak, Sofia Mancini, Trista Nyul, Maddison Sherry, Matthew Boys, Luke Chater, Jack Clifton, 
Jake Jones, Marin Matek, Romy Moore, Hamish Moulang, Joseph Obeid, Michael Papandony,    
Lucas Stepcich. We wish you all the very best of luck and look forward to hearing the results. 
 

Save the Date - The OLQP Cross Country Carnival will be held at Holy Cross College on 
Wednesday, March 23. Further details to follow later in the term. 
Rachel Quinn… Sport Teacher 
 

P&F NEWS 
Thank you to all who attended the P & F Meeting last Tuesday evening. 
 

A reminder to all that Drinks under the Stars will be on Friday February 26, 7-10pm. 
 

Chris Hartigan     P & F President 

Dates for Your Attention: February/March 
Catholic Schools Week March 7-11 (Open Day Tuesday March 8) 

Term 1 Week 4 Term 1 Week 5 Term 1 Week 6 

Monday 15 
Tuesday 16  
Wednesday 17 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room 2.15pm 
Thursday 18 Reconciliation Yr 6 10.10am, 
Prayers on Thursday from 2.15pm in the 
CaCH Room 
Friday 19 Prayer Assembly Year 3 
Saturday 20 
Sunday 21 Family Mass - Kinder and New 
Families Welcome Mass 

Monday 22 
Tuesday 23  
Wednesday 24 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 25 Whole School Mass 10.10am, 
Prayers on Thursday from 2.15pm in the CaCH 
Room,  
Friday 26 Prayer Assembly Year 4, Inner West 
Swimming Carnival, Drinks Under the Stars 7-
10pm  

Monday 29 
Tuesday 1 
Wednesday 2 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 3 Reconciliation Yr 5 10.10am, 
Prayers on Thursday from 2.15pm in the 
CaCH Room 
Friday 4 Prayer Assembly Year 2 
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