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Dear Parents, 

Our new parish priest, as of Tuesday 12 December, is Fr Greg Morgan.  Fr Greg has 

recently been the pastor at St Joseph’s parish in Rosebery.  We look forward to forging 

school and parish relationships with him and welcome him to our school community. There 

are further details about Fr Greg, a little later in this newsletter.  

 

Loving God, you love and care for us all. 

Bless Fr Greg as he begins his journey with us. 

Bless us all as we welcome him to our OLQP community. 

We make this prayer through Jesus your Son.  

Amen 
 

Buddy Bench 

Over the last two weeks our SRC members have been demonstrating how to use our two 

newly acquired buddy benches at Friday assemblies.  Along with the role plays, we will 

continue to explicitly teach the use of the benches at the start of the new school year in 

2018.   We would like to thank the P&F for funding the purchase of these benches. 

Why are we offering Buddy Benches at OLQP? 

Recess and lunch times are designed to provide 

opportunities for play, exercise and social contact.  Most 

primary age children also find that there are times where 

these break times can provide opportunities for peer 

conflict and social struggles.  Sometimes it is because 

friends just happen to be away from school that day or 

because they haven’t yet developed the skills to navigate 

the playground.  Unfortunately, in today’s busy society, many children do not get the 

opportunities to independently hone spontaneous play and conflict management skills, and 

these children rely on adults to provide problem solving. 

The Buddy Bench program is designed to add much needed tools for our children’s social 

development; including: 

her); such as: inclusion, 

    empathy, sharing and compassion 

 

    solve it 

f our 

    children’s daily activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There are six main reasons your child may choose to use the Buddy Bench: 

1. Your child is new to the school 

2. Your child wants to make new friends   

3. Your child’s friends are away 

4. Your child wants to play something different 

5. Your child is having a problem with a friend which 

    cannot be solved at the moment, and wants to take a  

    break 

6. You child wants to be a buddy 

 

By reinforcing reasons that all children can easily identify with, teachers and parents in the 

OLQP community can encourage a compassionate response to classmates who choose to 

sit on our school’s Buddy Bench.  

Revitalization Update 

It has been confirmed that our revitalization project has been approved by Sydney Catholic 

Schools.  Our builders were on site last week to discuss a plan of action.  Over these coming 

holidays much of the designated classroom updates and some of the exterior work will 

occur. The remainder of the exterior work will take place in the holidays at the end of Term 1. 

 

Swimming program  

Over the last two weeks we have seen the infants 

children clamber excitedly into buses with their brightly 

coloured swim caps bouncing about.  Over the two 

weeks, both the children's swimming skills as well as 

water safety skills have come along in leaps and 

bounds.  They have put in a magnificent effort 

and it has been a joy to hear and see such 

laughter and fun coming from them.  We thank all 

the parents who have assisted with this program. 

We value your help very much and we know the 

children enjoyed having you there.  

 

Music Soirée  

Our Band and Instrumental students will 
perform for us on Monday 11th December from 
2:00pm – 3:00pm.  All families and friends are 
invited to come along to this musical soiree, 
which will take place under the COLA.  We are 
looking forward to an afternoon of being 
entertained by our Bennelong music students 
who will showcase their musical skills and 
talents. 
 
Class Parents  
Don’t forget, if you would like to be a class parent for next year, please let your current class 
parents know by this Friday, December 1. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
 



 

RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
Last weekend we celebrated the Feast of Christ the King, this 
feast day symbolises the end of the Church’s liturgical year. 
The Feast of Christ the King is a relatively new addition to our 
liturgical calendar having been instituted in 1925 by Pope 
Pius XI.  This feast allows us to reflect upon the fact that 
Jesus is the true leader of nations. 
 
Next Sunday marks the start of the Church’s 

liturgical year with the start of Advent, which is the four Sundays before 
Christmas.  The word Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming.”  
During the season of Advent, we prepare ourselves for the birth of Jesus. 

On the first Sunday of Advent we light the first purple candle which symbolizes 
Hope and is known as the “Prophet’s Candle.”  This candle reminds us that 
Jesus is coming and all the promises made to us. 

Next Thursday, 7th December, our Year 6 students will celebrate their Graduation 
Mass at 6:00pm.  This is a wonderful event that celebrates their seven years of Primary 
Education. 
 
OLQP will celebrate our Thanksgiving Mass in Week 10 on Thursday 14th December at 9:20 
am.  This mass will be celebrated by Fr Greg. I would like to take this opportunity to invite all 
parents and caregivers to these two Masses. 
 

I would like to leave you with a word from Pope Francis. 

Pope Francis @Pontifex Nov 22, 2017  

“When we encounter others, do we bring them the warmth of charity or do we stay closed 

and warm only ourselves before our fireplace?” 

Emma Lenehan REC 

"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Manly Surf Education  
Manly Surf Education will take place on Friday 8th December for students in Years 3 to Year 
6.  Buses will leave OLQP at 9:00am and return by 2:00pm, approximately.  I would like to 
take an opportunity to say thank you to the many parents who will be assisting on the day.  
The sessions will include general water safety, how to read waves and rips, and simple 
board paddling.  The program is run by SEA Australia and Surf Educators International. 
 
K - 2 Swimming Program 
By all accounts, the K - 2 Swimming Program at Ryde Aquatic Centre has gone well.  Thank 
you to all the parent helpers who have assisted our class teachers over the last 2 weeks. 
 
School Photos 
Our school photos are not far off from being delivered.  Lauren Daniel’s Photography are 
hoping to have photos to us for distribution on Wednesday 6th December. 
 
Coles Sports for Schools 2018 
Woolworths Earn and Learn has recently finished.  Early next year, Coles will be running 
their shopper docket collection.  Funds raised will go towards the purchasing of sport 
equipment for our school.  We will keep you posted on when this starts. 
 
Year 6 Graduation - Important Dates 
As our final weeks of 2017 approach, our Year 6’s time at OLQP draws to a close.  Following 
are some important dates for everyone to keep in their diary. 
Thursday 7th December  

- Graduation Lunch (Year 6 students and the Year 6 teachers) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_XI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_XI
https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/Pontifex/status/667285968567664641


 

- 6:00 pm - Graduation Mass & Year 6 awards - (All welcome) 
- 7:30pm - Graduation Supper, Graduation Cake & DVD 

Monday 11th December 
- 11:00am - Year 6 Thank you morning tea for OLQP Staff 

Thursday 14th December 
- 2:35 - Year 6 shirt signing (visiting classes) 
- Evening - Graduation Dinner (Year 6 students and their families) 

Friday 15th December 
- 2:50pm - Graduation Walk of Honour (Year 6 and the whole community) 

 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

 
 
Playgroup Graduation 2017 
I would like to congratulate Abby Calleija and Liam Bortolussi on their 
Graduation from playgroup.  They have been coming since babies and 
are both now ready for big school.  It has been lovely to see them 
develop into beautiful children.  I wish them all the blessings for a 
wonderful future.  
 

 
 

Farewell to Father Peter 
Please come along to Sunday Mass at 9:00am this Sunday 3rd December, to farewell 
Father Peter.  This will be his last weekend at OLQP Church.  He has been appointed as 
Administrator at Beverly Hills Parish. There will be morning tea after Mass for an opportunity 
to say goodbye. 
 
Christmas Eve Vigil Family Mass 
Reminder - Your note for expression of interest for participation is due in by Friday, 1st 
December.  All roles will be allocated at the first rehearsal on Tuesday, 13th December at 
Holy Cross College. 
 
Jesse Tree 2017 

Last year we began the tradition of the Jesse Tree.  If 
you remember receiving the magnetic tree, this is the 
time to take it out and prepare us to receive God’s love 
in the gift of a special baby - Jesus. 
 
What is a Jesse Tree?  It is a decorative tree used 
during Advent to retell the stories of the Bible that lead 
to Jesus’ birth.  Since Advent is a season of waiting, a 

Jesse Tree will help to build hope, joy, love and peace as you wait for Christmas. 
 
Advent Prayer 
by Henri Nouwen 
Together we pray  
Lord Jesus, 
Master of both the light and the darkness 
Send your Holy Spirit upon our preparation for Christmas. 
We who have so much to do 
seek quiet places to hear your voice each day. 
We who are so anxious over many things 
look forward to your coming among us. 
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. 
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 
To you we say, ‘Come Lord Jesus’. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Poetry Slam! - On Monday 20th November we held the inaugural OLQP Poetry Slam in the 
Library.  Five members of the Year 4 audience were selected as judges in addition to Miss 
Bini. 
 
The competitors were Isabella Calleija, Alice Jones, Bradley Calleija, Sophie Haddad, Lucy 
Mutimer and Jessica Smith.  Each had to present a poem they had written themselves. 
 
The winners were Jessica Smith of Year 6 and Alice Jones of Year 3.  These are their 
poems. 
 
Look outside, what do you see? 
I see a trampoline and a bee. 
On the grass is my rabbit, Rose,  
Sniffing around with her little nose. 
 
In the garden there are some flowers, 
Nice and fresh from this week’s rain showers. 
Pretty and purple is the Jacaranda tree. 
That is something else I can see. 
 
There are soccer balls, footballs and a cricket bat. 
Climbing the fence is my neighbour’s cat! 
The basketball hoop has not been used for a while, 
The ping-pong in the garage is more our style. 
 
The clothes on the line are blowing in the breeze. 
There are t-shirts, towels, socks and undies. 
 
One brother is feeding the pets, 
One brother is climbing the tree, 
My dad is cooking the BBQ 
And the other brother is teasing me. 
 
My mum is sitting next to me on this sunny day 
She says to me, “Why don’t you go and play?” 
 

……Alice Jones  Yr 3 
 

 
 
Christmas is my favourite time of year, 
It is a big reminder that Summer is here. 
At Christmas we celebrate the birth of our king 
And the three gifts that the Magi would bring. 
 
Christmas with your family is truly the best 
With aunties and uncles and all the rest. 
A hot roast turkey comes out of the oven 
While my cousins and I sit in our small coven. 
 
Time to crack the Christmas bon-bons together. 
Tonight has been the best time ever: 
A glistening star on top of the tree, 
A rather large present – hey, it’s for me! 
 
I look at the shape, wondering what’s inside; 
I rip open the wrapping, it’s a bike for me to ride! 
 
The glow in the room starts to fade. 
Please don’t let this day end, I prayed. 
I realise I have something to look forward to next 
year 
As next Christmas is already near. 
 

……Jessica Smith Yr 6 

 

We look forward to even more poets in next year’s Slam! 
 

The OLQP BOOK FAIR IS COMING SOON  

This is a great opportunity for children to choose and buy books for 

themselves at bargain prices and for PARENTS to do some Christmas 

shopping. 

Parents shop:  4
th
 Dec @ 3:15 

  5
th
 Dec @ 8:30 

Kids shop: 5
th
 December  

Come along and support our Library! 

Miss Bini 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Our New Parish Priest 

Sydney-born Verbum Dei Missionary priest, Fr. Greg Morgan, FMVD has been appointed 

Parish Priest to our Ryde-Gladesville Parish. 

 

The youngest of six brothers and one sister in what he calls "a typically large Catholic 

family", Fr Greg grew up in Carramar, attending Sacred Heart Primary School at Villawood 

and later Patrician Brothers College, Fairfield.  He studied for a Bachelor of Commerce at 

UNSW, majoring in Accounting and Information Systems, and worked for two years as a 

trainee auditor at Price Waterhouse. 



 

He left for Spain in 1986, where the Verbum Dei Missionary Fraternity (FMVD) to which he 

belongs was founded, on a hunch the Lord might be calling him to become a missionary 

priest.  Fr. Greg began his studies of Philosophy at the Verbum Dei Theological Institute 

(ITVD) in Spain, did a further two years of theology at the Milltown Theological Institute in 

Dublin, and then completed his final two years’ of theology at the ITVD (Loeches), near 

Madrid.  On 13th August 1995 he was ordained a priest with 24 other confreres at the 

Sanctuary of Our Lady of LLuc, on the Island of Mallorca.  

 

In 2000 he studied at the Pontifical Urbaniana University 

towards a Licentiate of Mission Studies, but had to defer 

those studies when he was appointed Vice Superior of the 

Male Branch of his Order.  He was also General 

Administrator for the entire Fraternity for seven years.  In 

2011, after two years of further study in Germany, he 

became parish priest to a small parish 65 km outside of 

Rome and returned home to Australia in 2013, to St. 

Joseph’s Rosebery.  He spent the last four years there as Parish Administrator before 

arriving on our doorstep.  Fr. Greg has lived a total of 27 years in various missions in places 

like Colombia, Venezuela, Mexico, the Philippines, Italy, Spain, England, Ireland, and the 

USA.  He is fluent in both Italian and Spanish, loves music from the 70s and 80s, and enjoys 

going ten pin bowling and boat fishing. 

 

Fr Greg arrives in our parish on Tuesday, 12th December and we warmly welcome him. 

 

2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted.  If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

               MUSIC NOTE               

                                    

On Thursday 16th November OLQP Choir, Band, Year 5 and Medley Dancers represented 

our school at Mini Maestros Festival, Woolwich.  All performances were outstanding and all 

students were excellent ambassadors for our school.  Congratulations to OLQP Band who 

won their section. 

A date to remember: 

 Ralph the Reindeer and Lights, Camel, Action! : 
School Christmas Musicals: Wednesday 13 December, 2017. 



 

           

 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
 
P & F NEWS 
Thanks to those parents who were able to make the time to attend our last P&F meeting of 

the year and for all of our families who have supported the various P&F fundraising initiatives 

throughout 2017.  It’s been a super busy and successful year and your continued support 

and generosity of time and participation is greatly appreciated. 

A couple of reminders - the Christmas Concert will be held on Wednesday 13 December.  

Don’t forget to come along to the pre–show BBQ very kindly hosted by the Kindy families.  

There will be a sausage sizzle, ice blocks and drinks to get you all ready for what I am sure 

will be another amazing OLQP Christmas concert!! 

Also, our first P&F function for 2018 will be Drinks Under the Stars which will be held on 

Friday 23rd February. Please put the date in your diary!  This is a great opportunity for the 

OLQP parent community to come together to welcome new families to our school, and also 

a chance to catch up with old and new friends.  After the wonderful turn out we had at the 

major fundraiser in October, we certainly hope to see lot of parents at Drinks Under the 

Stars. 

Jacqui Wisemantel – P&F President 

jac.clark@bigpond.com 

 
Limelight Studios – Pre-Christmas Workshop 
There are still some spots in the Elves Pre Christmas Workshops on Monday 18th December 
Contact Deanne on 9807 2459 
Limelight Studios Gladesville 
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To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: November/December  

Swimming Carnival 1st December 
Pope Francis Award Ceremony 1st December 

Term 4 Week 8 Term 4 Week 9 Term 4 Week 10 

Monday 27 School Captain Speeches 

1:45pm in the hall 
Tuesday 28 Chess Tournament 
Wednesday 29 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 30 Years 2 & 5 Buddy Mass 
Friday 1  

Pope Francis Award Ceremony, Lidcombe; 
Swimming Carnival – Ryde Pool;  

no prayer assembly  

Monday 4 – Announcement of 2018 

School Captains 
Wednesday 6 – Playgroup 9-10:30 in the 

hall 
Thursday 7 – Yr 6 Graduation Mass and 

Supper from 6:00pm (Year 5 hosting) 
Mini Vinnies visiting Nursing Home 
Friday 8 – Surf Awareness Program at 

Manly – Yrs 3-6 
K-2 – Excursion to ‘The Star’ movie 
 

Monday 11– Announcement of other 

Captains  
Yr 6 thank you morning tea for staff 
Tuesday 12 – Yrs 2-3 Travel Bugs 

Incursion 
Wednesday 13 – 5:00-8:00 Christmas 

Concert and P&F Sausage Sizzle 
Thursday 14 – 9:20-10:20 Thanksgiving 

Mass   2:35pm   Yr 6 T-shirt signing 
Yr 6 evening family Graduation Dinner 
Friday 15 – Last day for students 

2:50pm Yr 6 students Walk of Honour 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender

