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Dear Parents, 
 

 
CREATIVE DOVES 
Over the course of this year there has been a group of students who have given up a large proportion of 
their play time here at school. These students belong to the self-titled group, “Creative Doves”. The 
Creative Doves are comprised of Year 3 and Year 5 students who initially started on separate projects and 
who, over the course of the year, came together as one collective group with a strong social justice focus, 
and decided to give themselves a name. They felt that using the dove from the school symbol & thinking of 
the creative nature of their art and craft initiatives that Creative Doves was a very appropriate name for 
them. The Year 3 students concentrated on making jewellery including earrings, necklaces, bracelets and 
hair accessories whilst the Year 5 group sewed bookmarks, quilts, Christmas decorations and hair 
accessories. 
 
The quilts that the Year 5 students made were taken to Westmead Children's Hospital for 
the parents of stillborn babies. Whilst the jewellery and all other things made were sold on 
Grandparents Day at our Mission stall. This Mission stall was the brainwave of the Year 3 
girls, who earlier in the year decided they wanted to fundraise for people less fortunate 
than themselves. 
 
When I spoke with the students about their experiences this year they told me that being part of the group 
was a fun thing to do as “it gave you skills for life whilst also doing things for a good cause and doing 
something for others”. When I asked why what they got out of being part of this group they commented on 
things like “stronger, closer friendships”, “a sense of cooperation”, “we learned how to build a team”, “we 
learned how to do things from each other - things that we couldn't do before”, “I learned that I could 
achieve things that I didn't know how to do so long as I sat down and worked at it”. These comments, I feel, 
show incredible learning on these students’ behalf and their reflections on their learning show great insight. 
 
On speaking with these students they explained how they felt about being part of this group: “It's made me 
a better person”, “I pricked my finger a lot at first but it was worth it because it was about helping others”, “it 
made me feel good and proud of myself”, “it has felt satisfying especially knowing that we don't need 
anything in return for what we've done” and "giving something to others who don't have anything-that is the 
most important thing in the world”. A final but powerful comment was, “It’s quite amazing to think that we 
are a small group of young children from a small unknown school but we can make a big difference to 
others.” This group already know at such a young age that ‘One person can make a difference’. What 
wonderful role models they are for us all! 
 
I think it's quite amazing that we have a group of young students who have been prepared to give up their 
own time, and not just for a week or two but for months on end, in order to help others. The students are a 
true reflection on what being merciful is all about and as we come to the end of this Year of Mercy I am 
both proud to be their principal and am inspired by their initiative and compassion.  

 

Congratulations Creative Doves   

Charli Simon, Jessica Smith, Hillary Shayishayi, Angelina 

Flevaras, Zara Chand. 

Luca Agostino, Liam byers, Daniel Grantham (Semester 1) 

Isabella Calleija, Sophie Haddad, Holly Mizens, Madalena 

Trunzo 

Marcus Grasso (Semester 2) 
 
 



 

CLASS PARENTS 
By now all parents should have received information from the current class parents regarding what the 
roles and responsibilities are of class parents here at OLQP as well as an invitation to indicate if you would 
like to be a class parent in 2017. All parents, both mums and dads, are eligible to take on these very 
supportive and community building roles. Perhaps next year is the year where you have a little more time 
on your hands, or you would like to be engaged in your child’s school in a different way to what you have 
been done previously or … If you're interested in being a class parent next year let your current class 
parents know this as we would like to finalise the 2017 group prior to finishing school at the end of this 
year.  
 
PARENT FEEDBACK 
As this school year draws to a close and we are making preparations for the new school year we invite you 
to give us feedback on the various undertakings that we have done throughout the year as well as your 
thoughts on the services of our external providers such as Music, Drama, Art and the Canteen. Over the 
next week, two links will be shared with you inviting you to offer your thoughts. Please contact the office if 
you have difficulty accessing these links. We thank you in advance for the time spent on providing us with 
this feedback. 
 
CHESS 
This Tuesday a very skilful group of our students from Years 1-6 (20 boys and 3 
girls) participated in the annual Holy Cross College chess tournament. These 
students represented our school with pride and proved to be fierce competitors 
who displayed great sportsmanship qualities.  There were some pretty exciting 
moments in some of the various games and there appeared to be lots of learning 
going on around the different tables and sharing of manoeuvres between students 
from other schools. 
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
On Tuesday we also had the Holy Cross College band perform for us and alongside of them was our own 
OLQP band who have come a long way over these last 12 months and are sounding terrific. The two 
groups of musicians were fabulous and listening to their musical performances was a great way to start the 
day. We thank Holy Cross College as well as Mr Gav and Rachel from Bennelong Music for organising this 
performance for us and for showcasing the students’ gifts and talents. If your child is interested in learning 
an instrument next year please contact Bennelong music at info@bennelongmusic.com.au. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Recently three of our teachers, Emma Lenehan, Melanie Wells and Pia Darmenia, have been part of a 
four-day professional learning program with a focus on grammar. The aim of teaching grammar is to 
increase the repertoire of options available to students as language users, both written and verbally. It is 
important to help students understand and explain the language choices they make.  This is an area that 
we wish to continue working on with the children next year and this team of teachers will assist the staff in 
best practice around this dimension of our English syllabus. 
 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  

Last Sunday marked the start of the Church’s liturgical year with Advent. The word 
Advent comes from the Latin 'adventus' which means 'arrival' or 'coming'. This is the time 
for Christians to prepare for celebration of the birth of Jesus and look forward to the time 
that Jesus will come again. 
 
Various colours of candles have been used such as three purple and a pink with one 
white in the middle. Unlit candles represent darkness. One purple candle is lit on the first 
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Sunday of Advent. On the second Sunday it is lit again together with another purple one, the third purple 
one is lit on the third Sunday and on the fourth Sunday the pink candle is included. On Christmas Day the 
white candle is also lit representing Jesus Christ as the light of the world. 
 
I want to leave you with a thought from Pope Francis... 
 
Pope Francis  @Pontifex Nov 27 
Advent is a time when we journey towards Jesus and his Kingdom of justice and peace.  
 
Kind regards, 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 

It’s Christmas Party Time at Playgroup 
Wednesday 7th December 9am - 10.30am in OLQP Hall. 
I would like to invite all babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers along with all your family and 
friends to our last Playgroup of the year. I have enjoyed every minute including preparing 
craft on Wednesdays. Who knew how much fun 'GLUE' could be...... 
I hope you can all come along. BYO Christmas food to share. 

 
Ignite 
All students from Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 are invited to our last Ignite session on Friday, 16th 
December 6pm - 8pm in OLQP hall for our Christmas ‘Water Fun’ Party. Bring $5 and BYO 
water gun and be prepared to get wet. Hope to see you all there. 
 
Christmas Eve Vigil Family Mass 
Reminder - Your note for expression of participation is due in by next Wednesday, 7th December. All roles 
will be allocated at the first rehearsal on Tuesday, 13th December at Holy Cross College. 
 
Matthew Talbot Donations 
Each class received their list of donations for Matthew Talbot. Please note: if you are able to purchase one 
or all of the items it will be very much appreciated by the clients.  
 
Jesse Tree 
There are many different customs and traditions of Advent. This year your family has the opportunity to 
begin a yearly tradition with this beautiful, magnetic Jesse Tree. What is a Jesse Tree? It is a decorative 
tree used during Advent to retell the stories of the Bible that lead to Jesus’ birth. Since Advent is a season 
of waiting, a Jesse Tree will help to build hope, joy, love and peace as you wait for Christmas. Remember: 
Pack away your tree in the bag provided ready for next year and for many more years to come. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
Premier’s Reading Challenge Certificates 
Congratulations to all the children who received their PRC certificates. We had 113 children completing the 
challenge. The following children received their Gold certificates! 
  
Alistair Byrne, Isabella Calleija, Isabel Chand, Luke Chater, Marcus Grasso, William Hartigan, Isaac Jones, 
Angela Kang, Ethan Kong, Olivia Loschiavo, Sofia Mancini, Holly Mizens, Thomas Naughton, Kodi 
Nguyen, Natalie Russo, Isaiah Serrano, Maddison Sherry, Alexander Trunzo and Madalena Trunzo. 
 
Miss Bini 
Teacher Librarian 
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MUSIC NEWS 

             

Straw and Order-K-6 Christmas Concert 
Wednesday 14th December, 2016 

 All K-6 children are aware of their characters they play in our Christmas Concert. 

 It is not necessary for parents/carers to purchase any costumes or props for the Christmas Concert. 

 All class teachers have been provided with a list of each child’s character and where appropriate 
their costumes. 

 Individual class notes will be forwarded to parents/carers outlining their child’s part by their class 
teachers. 

 Below are some of our OLQP musicians at a recent performance. 
 

          

 

Leona Nash - Music Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
Thanks to those parents who have advised their interest in being class parents for 2017. Nominations for 
class parents are due by Wednesday 7th December. Simply email your current class parents to advise your 
interest. We are also in the early stages of starting to plan the P&F calendar of events for 2017. More 
details will be available at the first P&F meeting next year, however if you would like to be more involved in 
P&F events or have any fundraising ideas/suggestions, please feel free to speak to one of the P&F 
committee or send me an email. It would be great to get some fresh ideas and more parents in our 
activities. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 

 

Dates for your Attention November/December 

                                  Important Dates:   Year 6 Graduation Mass 8/12/16, Christmas Concert 14/12/16  

Term 4 Week 8 Term 4 Week 9 Term 4 Week 10 

Monday 28 
Tuesday 29 HCC & OLQP Band Concert 
9-10am  
Wednesday 30 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room - 2.15pm 
Thursday 1 Swimming Program finishes 
for Infants 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30 
pm 
Friday 2 Swimming Carnival – Years 3-6 
+ 8yr olds 
Saturday 3 
Sunday 4 Children’s Liturgy Cancelled 
today 

Monday 5  
Tuesday 6 Surf Ed – Manly Beach Yrs 3-
6, K-2 Movie excursion to Trolls 
Wednesday 7 Playgroup end of year 
Christmas Party 9-10am 
Thursday 8 Yr 6 Graduation Mass 
Friday 9 Yr 6 Family Graduation Dinner 6-
9pm 
 

Monday 12 
Tuesday 13 Christmas Eve Mass 
Rehearsal at Holy Cross 3.30-4.30 
Wednesday 14  Christmas Concert 5.30-
8pm  
Thursday 15 Thanksgiving Mass 9.20am 
Friday 16 Last Day of School for 
Students 
 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 2017 Yrs 1-6 
January 30th 2017  

 
 


