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Dear Parents, 
 
This Thursday, November 16, is the 
International Day for Tolerance. The United 
Nations Secretary, General Ban Ki-moon, tells 
us that, "Tolerance does not mean indifference 
or a grudging acceptance of others. It is a way of 
life based on mutual understanding and respect 
for others, and on the belief that global diversity 
is to be embraced, not feared." This mutual 
understanding and respect for others can and 
should start here, in our school and in our 
homes. What our children grow up with will become the norm for them when they are older. 
Let's hope and pray that we can all continue to grow in tolerance of others. 

 
Merciful and compassionate God, look with compassion on the whole human family; take away 
the divisions and hatreds which are in the hearts of some; break down the walls that separate us; 
reunite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggles and confusion to accomplish Your 

purposes on earth; that, in Your good time, all people, all communities, all nations and races may 
jointly serve You in justice, peace and harmony.    Amen 

 
DISCO  

Last Friday 
evening Disco Fever was most definitely in the air. Nearly every student from Kinder through 
to Year 6 came along to our annual school disco. The children danced up a storm, indulged 
in sweets from their lolly bags, adorned their bodies with nail polish, temporary tattoos, 
coloured hairspray and glow sticks! There was a great atmosphere at both the infants and 
primary discos, with children expressing themselves on the dance floor in their own unique 
ways as well as displaying great mateship whilst playing and eating outside. Thank you to 
the Year 4 class parents for organising such a fun evening and for the terrific support on the 
night from so many of the other Year 4 parents. It truly was a great team effort! Thanks also 
to the teachers who came along and joined in the fun of the night. 
 
ANGELIC VOICES 

Last week all our students joined in singing 'Shine Together' 
for this year's, "Music: Count Us In' performance. The song 
has a message that is pertinent to all of us, young or old, 
which is to tell us that it's okay to be different and there's no 
need to hide. The singing was absolutely magical and to 
hear the range of 5 year old to 12 year old voices all singing 
together a song that they connected with was amazing. We 
hope to share this song with you at an upcoming assembly. 

Thanks go to Leona Nash for preparing our students and registering us in this music 
initiative which is Australia’s biggest school initiative. This year more than 650,000 students 
from over 3,000 schools participated nationwide. 
 
 
 



 

WELCOME 
We welcomed two new families into our OLQP community last week. Elias has joined us in 
Year 4 and his younger sister, Hania, in Kindergarten. We also welcomed Alric into 
Kindergarten. We are very happy to have them and their families join our community. 
Settling into a new school part way through a year can be challenging however with support 
and acceptance from everyone I'm sure our three new students will adjust and feel very 
comfortable quite soon. 
 
CLASS PARENTS 2018 
All parents will receive information from the current class parents regarding what the roles 
and responsibilities are of class parents here at OLQP as well as an invitation to indicate if 
you would like to be a class parent in 2018. All parents, both mums and dads, are eligible to 
take on these very supportive and community building roles. Perhaps next year is the year 
where you have a little more time on your hands, or you would like to be engaged in your 
child’s school in a different way to what you have been done previously or …  
 
If you're interested in being a class parent next year let your current class parents know this 
as we would like to finalise the 2018 group prior to finishing school at the end of this year.  
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
A MESSAGE FROM FR RICHARD 
As you would be aware, I have tendered my resignation of the Ryde-Gladesville Catholic 
Parish due to health reasons and have asked to go onto lesser duties in another parish 
before applying for a smaller parish. I will be officially leaving this Friday November 17. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff, parents and children. This parish has two 
wonderful primary schools, St Charles Borromeo and Our Lady Queen of Peace, both with 
their unique character. Although my time here has been relatively short, the school 
communities have had a profound influence on me as a priest and I have enjoyed my 
involvement with both schools. It has been a privilege to walk with you on the various 
aspects of your faith journey. 
 
With God's Blessing 
 
Fr Richard Gates 
 
HIGH SCHOOL REFERENCES 
If you require a parish priest’s reference for your child’s high school application before the 
end of this year please contact Fr Peter at the Parish Office on 9807 2966. 
 
RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On November 4 and 5 our Year 3 children, along with other children in the OLQP Parish 
made their Sacrament of the Eucharist, receiving the Body of Christ for the first time. Despite 
the weather, both of the celebrations were extremely reverent and all the candidates were a 
credit to their group leaders and parents. On behalf of OLQP, I would like to thank all those 
who worked so hard behind the scenes to make this a very memorable day for the 
candidates and their families. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Saturday was Remembrance Day, this day marks the day World War I ended at 11am 
on the 11th day of the 11th month, in 1918. At 11am we are asked to remember the people 
who have died in war. The month of November we are asked to reflect upon the many men 
and women who like Jesus, gave up their lives for the others.  
 
A thought from Pope Francis... 
Pope Francis @Pontifex Oct 28, 2017 
“Remember the sufferings of every person in your heart. Then bring them all to God 
in your prayers.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
2017 Earn and Learn - With the stickers raised by our community, we have put our Earn 
and Learn rewards towards STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
products for across the school. Stage 1, 2 and 3 will each receive a Gear Tech Construction 
set. Each set consists of 532 pieces to build intricate three-dimensional structures which can 
be put in motion with an amazing chain reaction. For Kindergarten we have ordered a STEM 
Design and Play ‘Craft Kits’ which allows students to make moving cars which are powered 
by balloons. With our leftover stickers, we purchased a variety of vegetable seeds for our 
popular Environment Club that runs every Wednesday. Our Earn and Learn items should be 
with us by the start of Term 1, 2018. 

 

 
 

 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/Pontifex/status/658953046509006848


 

eSafety website for Parents https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent 
A useful website (from the office of the eSafety Commissioner) where parents can learn 
about the digital environment and keep updated on their children’s technology use. Here you 
can find guidance for using safety settings on your family’s web-connected devices, tips for 
choosing movies and games and strategies for keeping young people safe online. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Ignite Years 4-6 Friday 6pm - 8pm 17th November - OLQP Church Hall 
The evening will be packed with lots to do, including many outdoor and indoor games and 
activities, a time to reflect and a time to share a meal together. Bring $5 
 
OLQP Playgroup 
Every Wednesday morning, 9:am – 10:30am in OLQP Church Hall 
(during school term) you, babies to 5 years old, are all welcome to OLQP 
Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play 
and music. It is a lovely way to meet other young families in the school 
community or in the Parish. Entry donation is $2 and bring along 
fruit/morning tea to share. 

 
November Remembrance Tree: 
The Remembrance Tree will be in the school foyer for two more weeks. It is 
becoming full with names of our dearly departed. Have you placed your cross 
on the tree? During November at assemblies and school Masses the 
community will make a special mention and pray for all the names on the lilac 
crosses on our tree.  

 
Parish Advent Program 2017 
Join with other parishioners in this year’s Advent program, where we will read and reflect on 
the Sunday scriptures and apply them to our life. Make a space to put Jesus truly at the 
centre during this Advent season. 
Dates: Tuesday November 28, December 5, 12 and 19 
Time: 7:30pm – 9:30pm 
Venue: St Charles Parish Hall, 2A Charles St Ryde. 
Enquiries and RSVP: anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Reminder - Restful Weekend March 2017 - Spots filling fast  
Venue: The Hermitage Mittagong 
Date: Friday 2nd- Sunday March 4, 2018 
Cost: $350 Payment: $175 by November 9 and $175 by December 9. 
NOTE: No payments taken in 2018 as it is so early in the term. 
Feel free to contact me for further detail. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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PARISH NEWS 
Family Mass - A special invitation is extended to our candidates who just received their First 
Communion to come along to the next family mass this Sunday November 19 at 9am 
followed by a special morning tea. 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted. If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as soon as 
possible. 
 
School Fees 
Term 4 Fee Statements were emailed out on Monday October 16. Unless you are on a fee 
payment plan, these fees are now overdue and prompt settlement would be appreciated. If 
you are unable to finalise your account by the end of the school year, would you please 
make an appointment to meet with Miss McGinlay as soon as possible. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
Another sporty start to the term with lots of sport to look forward to. Thank you to all of the 
children who have returned their permission note for the swimming carnival. If you have not 
done so, please fill in the events your child would like to compete in and return it to the office 
as soon as possible so that all events can be organised for the day. Please consider helping 
at the event as the day cannot run smoothly if there are not enough parent helpers. Thank 
you in advance to all parent helpers who have already volunteered, it is very much 
appreciated. 
 
Melissa Cooper 
Sports Teacher 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

Above are photos of OLQP children participating in ‘Count 
Us In, Australia’. Over 650,000 people sang ‘Shine 
Together’ with us on November 2 with a record of 3,000 
schools participating. The Celebration was telecast live 
from Deakin Edge at Federation Square in Melbourne. 
 
This Thursday November 16 OLQP Choir, Band, Year 5 
and Medley Dancers will be representing our school at 
Mini Maestros Festival, Woolwich. 
A date to remember: 
 

 Ralph the Reindeer and Lights, Camel, Action! : 
School Christmas Musicals: Wednesday December 13 in the evening. Time TBC. 
 

Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
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P & F NEWS 
It was the kids’ turn to have a night out and what a great night was had at the OLQP Disco. 
We had a fantastic turn out and there were some pretty fancy dance moves seen on the 
dance floor!  
 
A big thank you to the Year 4 class parents, Carmen Grasso, Anna Loschiavo and Sandra   
Di Biagio for all their hard work getting the disco organised together along with the Year 4 
parents who volunteered to help on the night, ensuring everything ran smoothly and the kids 
enjoyed another fun OLQP Disco. 
 
Our last P&F event of the year is the BBQ hosted by the Kindy parents prior to the Christmas 
Concert on Wednesday December 13. We hope to see you all there. 
 
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend the last P&F meeting of the year on 
Monday night and to those who have attended throughout the year. The P&F committee 
appreciate your support. There are lots of exciting things to be implemented in 2018 and we 
look forward to working with the school on these. One of the outstanding matters is 
pedestrian safety around the school. There have been a number of incidents recently with 
heavy vehicles around the school and in particular parking around the pedestrian crossing. 
Whilst both the school and P&F have been in constant contact with Ryde Council, we need 
to provide them with records of various incidents around the school in order for them to take 
action. If you should see any of this behaviour please feel free to send information/photos to 
Susannah Hartigan - susannahhartigan72@gmail.com. Susannah will co-ordinate a report 
and feed through this information to Ryde Council on a regular basis in the hope we can get 
them to take some action sooner rather than later. We appreciate the assistance of the 
school community with this. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender 

 
 

Dates for Your Attention: November/December  

K – 2 Swimming Program 20th November to 30th November  
Swimming Carnival 1st December 

Term 4 Week 6 Term 4 Week 7 Term 4 Week 8 

Monday 13 Year 5 Leadership Day 
Tuesday 14 
Wednesday 15 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 16 Kindergarten Orientation 

9:15am-10:55am, Mini Maestros at 
Woolwich; Years 1, 3 & 4 Buddy Mass 
Friday 17 Year 4 Prayer Assembly, Ignite 

6pm Years 4-6 
Saturday 18 
Sunday 19 Family Mass 9am 

Monday 20  Poetry Slam – lunchtime;  

Yr5 Leadership Applications close 
Tuesday 21 Year 5 & 6 Chemistry 

Incursion 
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9-10:30am 

in the hall 
Thursday 23 
Friday 24 Year 5 Prayer Assembly 

 

Monday 27 School Captain Speeches 

1:45pm in the hall 
Tuesday 28 Chess Tournament 
Wednesday 29 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 30 Years 2 & 5 Buddy Mass 
Friday 1 Pope Francis Award Ceremony, 

Lidcombe; Swimming Carnival – Ryde 
Pool; no prayer assembly  
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