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Dear Parents, 
 

 
A significant number of our students recently received Communion for the first time.  I wonder what their 
memories of this important day are. I wonder what your memories are.  Are they similar to Pope 
Benedict’s? Why not take a look at what his memories are as well as his answers to children’s questions.  
 
Eucharist Q&A with Pope Benedict XVI    (http://www.catholicaustralia.com.au/the-sacraments/176) 
 
In 2005, the Year of the Eucharist, Pope Benedict XVI invited children receiving their first communion to St 
Peter's Square. Some of the children seated closest to the Pope asked him questions about the Eucharist. 
 
Andrea: "Dear Pope, what are your memories of your First Communion day?" 
 
Benedict XVI: It was a lovely Sunday in March 1936, 69 years ago. It was a sunny day, the church looked 
very beautiful, there was music. ... There were so many beautiful things that I remember. There were about 
30 of us, boys and girls from my little village of no more than 500 inhabitants. 
 
But at the heart of my joyful and beautiful memories is this one -- I understood that Jesus had entered my 
heart, he had actually visited me. And with Jesus, God himself was with me. And I realized that this is a gift 
of love that is truly worth more than all the other things that life can give…I promised the Lord as best I 
could: "I always want to stay with you," and I prayed to him, "but above all, stay with me."  
 
Thus, that day of my First Communion was the beginning of a journey made together. I hope that for all of 
you too, the First Communion you have received in this Year of the Eucharist will be the beginning of a 
lifelong friendship with Jesus, the beginning of a journey together, because in walking with Jesus we do 
well and life becomes good. 
 
Andrea: "In preparing me for my First Communion day, my catechist told me that Jesus is present 
in the Eucharist. But how? I can't see him!" 
 
Benedict XVI: No, we cannot see him, but there are many things that we do not see but they exist and are 
essential. For example: we do not see our intelligence and we have it. In a word: we do not see our soul 
and yet it exists and we see its effects, because we can speak, think and make decisions, etc. Nor do we 
see an electric current, for example, yet we see that it exists.  
 
So it is with the Risen Lord: We do not see him with our eyes but we see that wherever Jesus is, people 
change, they improve. A greater capacity for peace, for reconciliation, etc., is created. Therefore, we do not 
see the Lord himself but we see the effects of the Lord: So we can understand that Jesus is present.  
 
Giulia: "Your Holiness, everyone tells us that it is important to go to Mass on Sunday. We would 
gladly go to it, but often our parents do not take us because on Sundays they sleep. The parents of 
a friend of mine work in a shop, and we often go to the country to visit our grandparents. Could you 
say something to them, to make them understand that it is important to go to Mass together on 
Sundays?" 
 
Benedict XVI: I would think so, of course, with great love and great respect for your parents, because they 
certainly have a lot to do. However, with a daughter's respect and love, you could say to them: "Dear 
Mommy, dear Daddy, it is so important for us all, even for you, to meet Jesus. This encounter 
enriches us. It is an important element in our lives. Let's find a little time together, we can find an 
opportunity. Perhaps there is also a possibility where Grandma lives." 
 



 

In brief, I would say, with great love and respect for your parents, I would tell them: "Please understand that 
this is not only important for me, it is not only catechists who say it, it is important for us all. And it will be 
the light of Sunday for all our family." 
 
STAFFING 2017 
At this time of the school year there is much to be done in finalising one year and preparing for the next 
year.  Part of this process involves staffing decisions.  A number of decisions need to be made this year as 
we are saying farewell to several staff members. Mrs Emily Hobson has made the decision to leave OLQP 
due to family commitments; Miss Sarah Lyttle will also be moving on as she is going to be having a ‘sea 
change’; whilst Mrs Jane Trupiano will be taking up a classroom teaching position for next year at her other 
school where she currently teaches Reading Recovery.  We wish our three teachers well and know that 
these have been difficult decisions for them to make however it is also exciting for them and they are really 
looking forward to their next ventures. We have also appointed an office manager, who is highly 
experienced with our Sydney Catholic Schools system, and will be starting in the role in the new school 
year.  
 
DISCO 

What a terrific night was had by all those 
who came along to the OLQP disco that 
was held last Friday night.  There were 
many great dance moves seen on the 
dance floor; there were fantastic voices 
belting out tunes over the microphones 

and lots of super crazy hair styles and colours 

along with a great range of tattoos adorning the skin of many of the 
dance goers and fantastic glow in the dark accessories. The children 
have been asked for their feedback regarding the disco, considering 
there were significant changes made this year and this is being 
collected this week and will be passed on to the P&F.  Many thanks go 
to our Year 4 parents and Miss Emma Lenehan who worked brilliantly 

as a team to organise the event, supervise, tend 
stalls, cook, clean up and generally ensure the night 
was a great success. At the end of the night we 
could see many tired but happy young people 
making their way home to bed.  
 

 
KINDER ORIENTATION 
We have completed our three mornings of Orientation, the Year 5 students have met their buddies and all 
our new Kinders are very excited to be starting ‘big school’. The children have had a wonderful opportunity 
to experience ‘real’ school tasks and become familiar with the classroom and the school site. The sessions 
with the parents were very rewarding and we were very impressed with the terrific amount of interaction 
and engagement between the parents, and with the guided discussion activities. We currently have a class 
of 23 students (which means that there is some space available) so if you know of anyone who has not yet 
enrolled their child for school you might like to suggest they contact us for a visit.  
 
PARENT CHARTER  
Sydney Catholic schools strive to nurture a partnership between parents and schools 
where:  
• all relationships are based on mutual respect, trust and a spirit of collaboration in 
accordance with the ethos and values of the Catholic Church  
• parents are recognised for the primary role they play in their child’s faith formation, 
learning and wellbeing  
• teachers and staff are respected for their professional skills and competence in 
educating students in the context of Gospel teachings  



 

• parents, schools and parishes work in partnership to achieve the best possible outcomes for each 
student. 

 
This partnership depends on mutual support and understanding between home and school. We are 
fortunate that our community on the whole values this partnership and treats those in our community with 
respect however there have been recent occasions when students and staff have been publically spoken 
about in denigrating ways either at home in front of children or in more public settings.  We remind you that 
an expectation outlined in the Parents Charter is to “treat every member of the school community with 
courtesy and respect”. All our lives are busy and at times we all experience stress, however, if we are to 
model appropriate strategies to our children in how to handle differences of opinion or how to discuss 
points of concern, we should not allow these factors to negatively influence our relationships with others. If 
you have concerns or points of view that you would like to discuss please speak directly, and respectfully, 
with your child’s teacher or with a member of the leadership team.  Remember – we are all in this together!  
 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  

Two weekends ago our Year 3 children, along with other children in the OLQP Parish made 
their Sacrament of the Eucharist, receiving the Body and Blood of Christ for the first time. 
Both of the masses were extremely reverent and all of the First Communion candidates 
were a credit to their group leaders and parents. On behalf of OLQP, I would like to thank 
all those who worked so hard behind the scenes to make this a very memorable day for the 
candidates and their families. 
 

We hope that you continue to share in communion together regularly, for as Pope Benedict said, the 
encounter that occurs at this time with Jesus is nourishing and it enriches us.  

 

                                      
 
This term the children at OLQP will be attending Buddy Masses. This is where two or three classes attend 
the Thursday Parish Mass rather than the whole school. On Thursday this week (November 17), Years 2, 3 
and 4 will be celebrating their Buddy Mass at 9.20 am in the OLQP Church. Our next whole school Mass is 
the OLQP Thanksgiving Mass on Thursday December 15, and all family members are very welcome to 
attend any or all of our masses.  
 

A thought from Pope Francis 

Pope Francis @PontifexNov11 

Dear Friends, never forget that in our encounter with people in need we meet Jesus himself.  

Kind regards, 

Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/Pontifex


 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
St Bakhita Sudanese Community, Thursday 24 November 2016 9am - 12 noon 
If you are free on this morning I have 2 spots available if you would like to join us. The Centre could not 
operate without the assistance of volunteers. We will be assisting and caring for the babies and preschool 
children while their mothers attend class to learn English, computer skills etc. Working with Children Check 
number is required. Feel free to contact me for further details. 
 
Graduation 2016 at Playgroup 
This week’s Monday morning assembly was a special one for Lachlan Calleija. He graduated from 
Playgroup and is now ready for big school. I would like to wish him all the best on his new adventure 
as he will be joining his siblings Bradley, Isabella and Christian at school. 

 
2017 Columban Art Calendar   $10.00         
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Cards (10 pack) @ $6.00  
 
Samples will be displayed in the school office foyer. To 
order your calendar/cards place cash and order form in 
envelope provided and return to the office. All proceeds go 

to St Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Appeal.  
 
Ignite (Years 4-6) OLQP Hall 
Come and join in the fun on this Friday, November 18 6pm - 8pm. Our celebration is ‘The Feast of Christ 
the King’- Earthly kings often crave power and wealth but Jesus rules with love and mercy.  
Bring $5 for dinner. Hope to see you there.  
Save the date: Ignite Christmas Party ‘Water Fun’ - Friday December 16, 2016. 
 
Family Mass Sunday November 20, 2016 @ 9am 
This weekend following Mass we will celebrate with all the children who received their First Communion a 
enjoy a special cake for morning tea.  
 
November - Year of Mercy 
November is traditionally a time to commemorate those who have died but at the same time we remember 
with mercy those left behind and all others experiencing loss and loneliness in different ways. As the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy ends why not take this journey to experience God’s love with your family to 
visit St Mary’s Cathedral Holy Doors. 

 
On your pilgrimage at the Cathedral, you may journey to six different Mercy Stations where you can rest, 
reflect and pray. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
Book Fair 
The annual BOOK SALE IS ON AGAIN - LAST CHANCE!!!!!!  We have books at AMAZING PRICES for 
the children to purchase and for your CHRISTMAS SHOPPING. 
Date: Tuesday, November 22nd - The children shop during class time. 
The Library is open both before (from 8:30am) and after school for Parents to make their purchases. 
NB: Cash only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

MUSIC NEWS 
 

On Tuesday November 15, 2016, our School Choir, Year 5 and Band represented 

us at ‘Mini Maestros’ at Marist Sisters’ 

College, Woolwich. 

The Choir performed ‘Sesere eeye’ a traditional song from the 

Torres Strait Islands and ‘Let It Play’ from Count Us In. 

OLQP Band played ‘Band Rox’ and ‘Smoke on the Water’. 
Our star performer had to be Mahesh Maniam playing solo 
trumpet with the amazing backing band of Bennelong Music 
Tutors. Mahesh played ‘Superstition’. He was awesome. 
 
‘Mini Maestros’ was a great opportunity for our students to meet other children from local feeder schools 
and to encourage their musical talent. 
 
Leona Nash - Music Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
Thank you to those of you who were able to attend the last P & F meeting of the year. On behalf of the 
school community I would like to thank the outgoing P & F Committee - Chris Hartigan, Jacqui Perrone, Lis 
Burn and Silva Margossian for all of their efforts over the last two years, it really is very much appreciated. 
The new committee are excited to continue their great work, and we look forward to working with the staff, 
students and parent community of OLQP. 
 
There are some busy weeks before the end of school so make sure you have the new date for the end of 
year concert and family BBQ on Wednesday December 14, in your diaries. Also if you are interested in 
being a class parent for 2017, please reach out to your current class parents who will be able to provide 
you with some insight into the job; it’s a great way to get involved with your child’s class as well as all that 
is happening around the school. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 

 

Dates for your Attention November/December 

                                  Important Dates:   Year 6 Graduation Mass 8/12/16, Christmas Concert 14/12/16  

Term 4 Week 6 Term 4 Week 7 Term 4 Week 8 

Monday 14 Kindy 2017 Orientation 
Tuesday 15 Book Sale 
Mini Maestros Year 5, Choir & Band 
Wednesday 16  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room - 2.15pm 
Thursday 17 Years 2, 3 & 4 Class Buddy 
Mass 9.20 am, Prayers on Thursday 
CaCH Room 2.30 pm 
Friday 18 2.45pm Yr 3 Prayer Assembly, 
Ignite – Years 4 – 6 in the OLQP Hall 6pm 
Saturday 
Sunday 20 – Family Mass -  9 am,  
Celebration Cake for First Eucharist 
Children. 

Monday 21 Swimming Program begins for 
infants classes 
Tuesday 22 Book Sale 
Wednesday 23 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room - 2.15pm.  
Thursday 24 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm 
Friday 25 2.45 Prayer Assembly Year 2  
 

Monday 28 
Tuesday 29 HCC & OLQP Band Concert 
9-10am  
Wednesday 30 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room - 2.15pm 
Thursday 1 Swimming Program finishes 
for Infants 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30 
pm 
Friday 2 Swimming Carnival – Years 3-6 
+ 8yr olds 
Saturday 3 
Sunday 4 Children’s Liturgy Cancelled 
today 


