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Dear Parents, 
 
Please keep our Year 3 children in your prayers as they prepare to receive their First 
Eucharist this weekend. This Thursday they have their Holy Communion Preparation Day 
and then will receive Jesus for the first time at either the Saturday night Mass at 6pm or 
Sunday morning at 11am. Good luck children. 
 
A reminder that the 2020 Kindergarten Orientation morning will take place this Thursday 
morning 7th November from 9:15am – 12:00pm in the school library. I look forward to 
welcoming our new families to OLQP. 
 
I wanted to say a big thank you to the P & F and the parents who organised, chased 
donations, gifts and prizes and helped on the night to make the OLQP fundraiser at Ecco 
Ristorante a week back such a fantastic night. It was wonderful to see so many families 
present and the vibe on the night was electric. I am so grateful for the wonderful support you 
gave not only on the night but for OLQP in general. The class art auction was certainly the 
busiest part of the night with bids flying out one after the other. The amount of prizes 
available also meant so many went home a winner. In the end, it is the children who will be 
the winners as we plan how best to direct the money raised to support their learning. Thank 
you all so much.   

 

 

 
I am a little sad to have to inform parents that Miss Melanie Wells has received a full-time 
teaching position at St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School, Mortlake in 2020 and will be 
leaving OLQP. Miss Wells has been a vital part of our teaching team at OLQP now for 8 
years. Although we will definitely miss her we wish her, every success in her new teaching 
role.  
 
Last week my wife Deborah and I were truly blessed to watch our youngest 
son Finn compete in the All Schools Touch tournament in Canberra for the 
week. We are so proud of him and the NSW Boys U15 Touch team as they 
were the winners of the whole tournament beating Queensland in the Final   
7-5. Finn played exceptionally well and was named player of the final and was 
then named in the Australian U15 Boys Touch Team. A great achievement 
and such a special experience for all of us as a family.  



 

NEW WATER FOUNTAIN 
I’d also like to thank the Year 6 children and parents who have combined to donate our new 
water fountain on the school playground. The fountain is their gift to the school and is 
already a great hit with the children. Thank you to the Year 6 children, parents and the 
parent committee that facilitated the purchase and installation of the gift. It is very much 
appreciated.  
 
PUPIL FREE DAY  
In Week 8 staff will take part in a Staff Spirituality Day on Friday 6th December. This is a 
pupil free day so if parents need supervision for their children on this day please make 
contact with Gowrie. 
 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2019 
Unfortunately, there has been a clash of dates this year with the Staff Spirituality Day and 
therefore we have had to find an alternate date for our swimming carnival. With no new 
dates available we have no other option but to now combine our swimming carnival with St 
Charles on Friday 29th November. Whilst this is not ideal we will do everything we can to 
ensure that our children and parents have a fun day. Mrs Cooper is currently working closely 
with Mr John Whitehall the sports coordinator from St Charles to plan for the day. We will of 
course still need parent helpers on the day but more information will follow soon. 
 
SCHOOL FEE REMINDER 
Parents are reminded to ensure their school fee accounts are finalised by the end of the 
school year.  
 
PATHWAYS KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 12 
A reminder to all parents that Marist Sisters Woolwich and Holy Cross College are our direct 
pathway feeder high schools. Parents may not know that they are, in most circumstances, 
guaranteed an enrolment from OLQP to these feeder high schools. Both Principals are also 
very supportive of OLQP and continue to nurture and support a high number of our students 
as they progress through their high school years. 
 
If you are interested in seeking an enrolment in our feeder high schools I very much 
encourage you to take part in one of their open days or speak with the colleges directly. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
K-2 GROSS AND PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM 
This week we begin our K-2 Gross Motor Program on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. Current research in education and psychology show a close 
relationship between a child's perception (ability to process what he takes in 
through his senses) and their motor (movement) skills. 
 
Research shows children with adequate perceptual motor skills have more self-
confidence, greater body awareness, and improved coordination. 
 
● Physical activity builds neural pathways-the connections by which information travels 

through the brain. A youngster whose brain has more neural pathways will learn more 
easily. 

● Perceptual and gross motor programs strengthen bilateral coordination-the ability to 
coordinate both sides of the body at the same time in an organized way. Bilateral 
coordination is a necessary skill at school. A student writes her name with one hand while 
holding down the paper with the other. She holds scissors in one hand while turning the 
paper with the other. She guides a pencil with one hand while keeping a ruler steady with 
the other. 

● All communication skills-speaking, reading, writing, and gesturing-are motor based. 
Thank you to the wonderful parents who have offered their time to work with the children. 
It is very much appreciated. 

 
Maree Simpson   maree.simpson@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This weekend, Saturday November 9 at 5:00pm and Sunday November 
10 at 11:00 am our Year 3 students and other children in our 
Ryde/Gladesville Parish will be making their Sacrament of the Eucharist and 
will be receiving the Body of Christ for first time. As Catholics we believe that 
through receiving Holy Communion, we are united with Jesus in a special 
way. Please keep all the First Eucharist candidates, their families and the 
group leaders in your prayers as they have worked tirelessly to prepare out 
children for this special event. 
 

Last week the OLQP teachers were treated to a very special 
morning tea and gratitude jars from the children in our class to 
celebrate Teacher Appreciation Day. This was a very lovely 
surprise and a huge thank you to all those who worked behind the 
scenes to makes this a very special event for all the staff at OLQP.  

 
Last week we also helped Fr Greg celebrate his birthday and he received 
a heart-warming rendition of Happy Birthday from all the OLQP children.  
 
Next week, Thursday 14th November the children from Kindergarten to 
Year 2 and Year 6 will be celebrating their Buddy Mass. Please feel free to join us in 
celebrating this Mass with us.  
 
I would like to end with the inspirational words of St. Augustine, “Faith is to believe what 
you do not see. The reward of faith is to see what you believe.”  
 
Emma Lenehan REC   emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
This last fortnight has been jammed packed with fun and celebrations! 
 
Firstly, thank you all for your support in organising our 
beautiful Gratitude Jars for Teacher Appreciation Day. It 
was so nice to be able to spoil our staff with a delicious 
morning tea and present them with such a personal and 
meaningful gift to keep. I have included some photos of 
our morning below. 
 
At playgroup last week we celebrated Halloween and we also welcomed 2 new babies into 
our OLQP Playgroup Family. It was so nice to be able to share in this special time together. 
It was also a great opportunity to try out the new chairs and tables we have been able to 
purchase thanks to our SCS Playgroup Grant! 
 
Hopefully all families have received the Remembrance Day Cross I sent home 
last week (spares are available in our School Office foyer). November is a 
month to pause, remember and pray for loved ones who have died. In our 
OLQP Church we have a special prayer space set up to pin these crosses to, 
so we can remember and pray together for our departed loved ones, as a 
School and Parish community. Our Parish is also offering a Mass to 
commemorate all those who have died in the past 12 months on Tuesday 12th 
November at 7pm at SCB Church. All are warmly invited to this special evening. 
 
On Thursday this week we have the preparation day for the First Holy Communion 
candidates. This weekend they will receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion at the 
5pm Mass on Saturday and the 11am Mass on Sunday. Please keep all candidates in your 
prayers and support and celebrate with them at either of these Masses if you can. 
 
On Thursday we also have the Kindy 2020 orientation. I am very excited to meet our new 
kindy families and help connect them with our amazing school community. I am sure that all 
vividly remember the nervous excitement and anticipation of a child about to start their 
school journey. 
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I am very excited to include with this newsletter an invitation to attend a very special retreat 
of healing and peace on Wednesday 4th December at Holy Name of Mary Parish Hall, 
Hunters Hill. We have 2 amazing guest speakers planned for this day, with morning tea and 
lunch also included in your $15 ticket price!! I encourage all to consider coming to this and 
making some time for spiritual renewal. Please refer to flyer at the back of this newsletter. 
 
On Sunday 17th November we have our next OLQP Family Mass hosted by Year 1 families. 
This Mass is a celebration of Grandparents and all are welcome to join us. A special BBQ 
morning tea will follow Mass. 
 
Finally, all within our school community are warmly invited to the Alpha Wine 
& Cheese Celebration Night. I am presently attending the current Alpha 
series and I am finding it very worthwhile and fulfilling. If you are interested in 
finding out more about the Alpha program, please contact me. 
 
I hope that you have a lovely fortnight. 
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator 
 

GOOD NEWS ABOUT OUR GARDEN – WE WON! 
We were thrilled to have been awarded 1st Place in the 
Ryde City Council Spring Garden Competition in the 
School Garden Category. What a wonderful surprise for the 
students who gather together every Tuesday at lunch time 
to water, weed, plant and most importantly harvest the fruit, 
vegetables and herbs that we grow in our school veggie 
patch. We are extremely grateful for the guidance and help 
from Gerry (Aria's grandfather) who joins us every week. All 
students, parents and grandparents are warmly invited to 
gardening club at lunch time on Tuesdays. 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Another great start to the term with all children settling in well. This Term we will 
be learning the skills of League Tag, Tennis and Gymnastics. Congratulations to 
Thomas Naughton and Blake Egger who participated in a Rugby Competition in 
Hong Kong during the Term 3 holidays. The boys were successful in all games 
and learned a lot whilst participating.   
 
Last week the children participated in the Balmain Tigers League Tag gala day. 
All children had a great day and showed great sportsmanship and team spirit 
the whole day. We were all very proud of them. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
The major fundraiser is all wrapped up for another year and it was great to see what an 
amazing school community we have. The generosity of the local businesses and school 
parents will go a long way in ensuring our kids reap the benefits of funds raised.  
 
The class artworks were another outstanding success, and a big thanks to the class parents 
for their creative ideas and getting the final products on the easels.  
 

Kindy Elena Mirenzi & Chiara Franceschini 

Year 1 Martina Cheung & Dianna Carretero 

Year 2 Kati Armstrong, Diana Russo & Sandra Di Biagio 

Year 3 Bernadeene Cangelosi 

Year 4 Jacqui Wisemantel & Emma Chand 

Year 5 Jen Mutimer & Marilyn Moore 

Year 6 Lis Burn, Lara Michell, Marnie Haddad, Sharon Smith 

 



 

Another mention to our main sponsors for the event. Their details along with a list of other 
businesses who generously donated will be sent out to the community at the end of the 
week. Where possible please return the favour and help support them.  
 

Silver Sponsor Function Physio 

Bronze Sponsor Bristol Gladesville – Grasso Family 

 Framing Life, Boronia Park 

 LHM Foods – Sherry Family 

 Tower Fasteners – Mizens Family  

 
Chris Voysey   P&F President   0404 830 534 or chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS 
Our annual OLQP / STC Music Soiree, which will be held on Thursday 21st November 
(6.00pm-8.00pm) is fast approaching. All Band, Strings and Instrumental students are invited 
to perform on the night and it’s a wonderful opportunity for parents to see and hear what 
their children have been learning. A permission slip has been emailed to all parents, please 
ensure it is returned by 13th November to ensure your child's inclusion in the evening. 
 
And a reminder to all parents, that we are still taking enrolments for Term 4, 2019. If you 
would like your child to learn an instrument this term please contact us at 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au or check out our website at www.bennelongmusic.com.au for 
more information on what we offer. 
 

 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au 1800 788 639 
 

RE Quiz 
Thank you for all the submissions of your answers for the RE Test Quiz each 
newsletter. This competition is starting to heat up with students from a range of 
grades emailing me their answers. 
 
A huge congratulations to last newsletter’s winner. Giordano from Year 6. 

The answer from the last newsletter was D. – 
Suffering, receiving the cup. 
This newsletter’s question is: 
 
Prizes are given to the first parent, child and 
teacher who emails me the correct answer. 
emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Ryde Library will be closed for refurbishment from 21st November to 7th December 2019. 
 
Ryde Council will be offering a free child care seat safety check on Saturday 7th December 
9:00am to 1:00pm. The location is Lane Cove Council Car Park. 

Dates for Your Attention: November 
Term 4 Week 4 Term 4 Week 5 Term 4 Week 6 

Monday 4  
Tuesday 5  
Wednesday 6 Playgroup 9:00am-

10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 7 Communion Day of 

Preparation Year 3 
Friday 8 
Saturday 9 First Holy Communion 5:00pm 
Sunday 10 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am, First Holy Communion 11:00am 
 

Monday 11  
Tuesday 12 Walk-a-thon 
Wednesday 13 Playgroup 9:00am-10:30am 

in the Church Hall.  
Thursday 14 Infants Buddy Mass & Year 6 
Friday 15 Ignite Years 4-6 6:00pm SCB 

church hall 
Saturday16  
Sunday 17 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am. OLQP Family Mass hosted by 
Year 1 –Celebrating Grandparents  

Monday 18  
Tuesday 19  
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9:00am-

10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 21 
Friday 22 
Saturday 23  
Sunday 24 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am, First Holy Communion 11:00am 
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