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Dear Parents, 
 
This weekend our Year 3 students and young parishioners are receiving 
communion for the first time. For children who are preparing to receive their 
First Holy Communion, this is a big deal. And for all of us, no matter how 
many times we have received Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist, it should 
always be a big deal. What makes it so special the first time is the same 
thing that makes it special every time! Jesus comes to us in a unique way 
in the Eucharist. When He comes to us, we receive Him into both our body 
and our soul. This is very beautiful and personal and should not be taken 
for granted!  
 
First time events are always made memorable and we hope this is the case for these young 
people and pray that they choose to come to communion and be spiritually nourished by 
God on a regular basis.  
     
A highlight of our year was when Moira Kelly visited us last week. To have our OLQP 2017 
role model in our midst was absolutely wonderful. Children, staff, parents and friends were 
all equally engaged, moved and inspired by the stories she shared with all of us. We learned 
about what inspired her, about her family, the places she has been and the people she has 
helped. Several messages that came across very strongly in her presentations were about 
the need for people to be kind to one another. She believes that it all starts with this. Another 
message was to take each day as it came rather than worry about what might come. She's 
very much an ordinary woman who has done and continues to do extraordinary things. We 
pray that like her we can find the time and the desire to reach out and help others when 
there is a need. 
 
It was very rewarding to hear from a number of parents who came along to the presentation 
on Thursday evening that their children were urging them not to miss it. This surely showed 
the impact Moira has had on our community. 
 
Please take the time to read some of the reflections the children wrote following Moira’s visit. 
This surely showed the impact Moira has had on our community. 
 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/first-communion-c21/


A life lesson that I learned from Moira Kelly is that if you are lucky enough to have privileges 
such as a family, food to eat, money, shelter, an identity, access to good hospitals or a 
home, you should help others that may not have these so that they can also have privileges 
and pass those on to others, slowly making our world a better place. 
 
Moira Kelly is a great person because she helps sick children in countries where there is 
war.  
 
Moira Kelly is someone who cares about other people and pays for people who are injured 
and sends them to hospital. 
 
When I grow up I want to be like Moira because of her caring and loving actions that she 
showed towards the kids. From her I have learned many lessons but the most important one 
is that you're never too young to accomplish your goals. That means as long as you try your 
hardest you can do it. 
 
Moira has influenced me to find the good in people. She has not judged people by their 
appearance and I believe that is a goal everybody should work towards. 
 
I have learned from Moira to always have kindness in your heart towards others. Remember 
that a little bit of kindness can go a long way and to always have faith and don't let go of 
things, because good things can happen if you hold on. 
 
Moira Kelly is inspiring and she takes care of people who need help and she does not care if 
you are a little bit different.  
 
Moira Kelly does not care what you look like she still cares about you even if  you are a little 
bit different.  
 
Moira has influenced me to be more grateful and appreciate the wonderful gift of life. Just 
like Moira Kelly I hope that when I'm older I can help make a difference in society, helping 
those in need. 
 
Moira Kelly has inspired me to help anyone in need whether it is  through a small gesture or 
a big one. 
 
I've learned from her that you need to do what is right in life and not to ignore or say no to 
people with diseases or illnesses. 
 
She makes things happen! 
 
I've learned from Moira that you shouldn't listen to people who put you down but put yourself 
up and live to your dreams ... No matter how small you are you can make a difference. 
 
Moira Kelly has inspired me to do good things. 
 
Moira Kelly is an inspirational person that is loving, caring, gentle and generous … and is a 
miracle worker. 
 
Moria Kelly is very encouraging and she is a little Mother Teresa. 
 
Moira Kelly is a kind and inspiring person. When someone is sick or hurt she will do 
something about it.  
 
Moira is an awesome role model. Now I see why Miss McGinlay had picked her as our role 
model this year. It was amazing I got to see her in person and hear about her life. 
 
You shouldn't stop yourself from doing what you love and what God called you to do, not 
only for yourself but for others too. 
 
 
 



 

Major Fundraiser 
Our recent major fundraising event at Eccos Drummoyne was an overwhelming success. 
The location, the atmosphere, the company and prizes were all terrific and it was very 
obvious that all those who attended had a great night. The work that goes on behind the 
scenes for events such as these is immense however our fundraising team of Gemma 
Moulang, Jacqui Wisemantel, Kate Naughton, Margaret Malouf and Danielle McCurtayne did 
not let this faze them. They worked enthusiastically and tirelessly for months and should feel 
very proud of what they achieved. Thank you very much ladies, you are amazing! Thanks 
also to the class parents who arranged for the class art works, to all those in our community 
who made donations to the event, to our auctioneers and to all those families who came 
along on the night and purchased raffle tickets, mystery bags and auction items. The 
highlight of the night was definitely the auctions – seeing parents competing against one 
another to snap up a unique piece of art work as well as observing how much my position 
and Mel Coopers position are worth for one day. Later this term Will Hartigan will step into 
the role of PE Teacher for a day and Angelina Flevaras will take over the Principal’s role for 
a day. The flags will also be hoisted by Lily and Conor Dehlsen. We look forward to using 
funds raised on the night to purchase modern, dynamic furniture for our classroom 
revitalisation project. 
 
Term 4 Events 
Throughout this last term there are many exciting events occurring. Please regularly check 
the school calendar that is on our website and the newsletter calendars for all events for the 
different classes. 
 
Major events include: 
Kinder Orientation – Thursday 2nd, 9th and 16th November 
School Disco – Friday 10th November 
Book Fair – Tuesday 5th December 
Year 5 Student Leadership Day – Monday 13th November  
Holy Cross College Chess Challenge – Tuesday 28th November 
Swimming Program K-2 – Monday 20th November – Thursday 30th November 
Swimming Carnival – Friday 1st December 
Year 6 Pope Francis Award Ceremony – Friday 1st December 
Year 6 Graduation – Thursday 7th December 
Surf Education Years 3-6 – Friday 8th December 
K-3 ‘The Star’ Excursion - Friday 8th December 
Reports sent home – Friday 8th December 
Christmas Concert – Wednesday 13 December  
End of Year Thanksgiving Mass – Thursday 14th December 
Last Day of School for Students – Friday 15th December 
 
‘SLAPPED CHEEK’  
Please be aware that the Parvovirus B19 infection, 
otherwise known as ‘slapped cheek,’ is in our community. 
It is a mild rash illness that occurs most commonly in 
children. The ill child typically has a "slapped-cheek" rash 
on the face and a lacy red rash on the trunk and limbs. 
The child is not very ill, and the rash resolves in 7 to 10 
days. Further details can be found on the NSW 
Government Health site –  
 
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/parvovirus-B19-and-(fifth-
disease).aspx 
 
END OF YEAR PREPARATIONS  
To prepare for the end of year and our start for the new school year please return the 
verification forms sent home this week and return them promptly to school in order for us to 
update all student and family details. 
 
 
 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/parvovirus-B19-and-(fifth-disease).aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/parvovirus-B19-and-(fifth-disease).aspx


 

Remember to also plan for over the summer holidays that if your child has a medical 
condition including asthma, anaphylaxis, diabetes or any other serious condition to visit their 
doctor to get a current medical action plan. This plan needs to be given to the office staff on 
your child’s return to school. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 

This coming weekend the Year 3 students of OLQP as well as several 
other children of the OLQP Parish, will be making their Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. During this Sacrament we remember what Jesus did for us in 
his life, death and resurrection. 
 

We remember particularly the Last Supper, that final meal Jesus shared with his disciples. At 
that meal Jesus gave us the Eucharist so that we could remember him in a special way. 
When we receive Communion, we believe that we receive the person of Jesus into our very 
being. We become one with him, and we become one with each other. As a community we 
become 'the body of Christ'. Please keep the children, their families and the group leaders in 
your prayers. 
 
During lunch time each Thursday during the month of October, the students 
of OLQP have had the opportunity pray The Rosary together in the Prayer 
Garden. Many of the students remarked how peaceful it was when they were 
praying together. 
 
I would like to end with the words of Pope Francis “Remember the sufferings of every person 
in your heart. Then bring them all to God in your prayers...” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
2017 Year 6 Photographic Competition Winner. 
Congratulations Ava on winning the $50 Top Ryde voucher. 
Ava’s photo was part of the Year 6 artwork fundraiser. 
Everyone who attended the recent P & F Fundraiser at 
Ecco Ristorante, Drummoyne Sailing Club had the 
opportunity to vote on their favourite photo. 

‘My OLQP’ By Ava Turnbull 
 
The Catholic Education Foundation 
Last week I had the opportunity to attend an event at the SCS Inner West Office. The 
gathering of Principals and Assistant Principals was a chance to say thank you to The 
Catholic Education Foundation. The CEF has this year alone, provided over 3,800 bursaries, 
along with fee reductions, to both primary and secondary students in Sydney Catholic 
schools. They provide a vital service to Catholic families in need, ensuring their children can 
still receive a Catholic education. Further information about CEF can be found at 
https://catholiceducationfoundation.org.au/ 
 
League Tag Gala Day 
What a great day of League Tag. The students of OLQP represented our school with great 
pride during this event. Their behaviour was fantastic throughout. Thank you to the parents 
who were able to assist as team coaches and a special thanks to Mrs Cooper for all of the 
organising behind the scenes. 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

https://catholiceducationfoundation.org.au/


 

Family Educator News 
Reminder - Restful Weekend March 2018 - Spots filling fast  
The Weekend involves listening to the Body, Mind and Spirit. It is a time for REST and to 
be refueled. Experiences will include input, interactive discussion, personal reflection, 
prayer, meditation & gentle exercise. You may even choose to come for your own private 
rest. 
 
Venue: The Hermitage Mittagong 
Date: Friday 2nd - Sunday 4th March 2018 
Cost: $350.   Payment: $175 by 9th November and $175 by 9th December. 
Note: No payments taken in 2018 as it is so early in the term.  
Feel free to contact me for further details. 
 
St Joseph’s Aged Care Visit with Year 5. 
We had another wonderful opportunity with year 5 students and 
the residents of St Joseph’s. They were all looking forward to 
seeing us again. This time we were entertained by Robbie 
Riccardi playing the piano whilst singing along.  
 
All Saints Day 1st November 
On the feast of All Saints, we honor those men and women who 
whether they have been canonized or not have led lives of heroic 
virtue that set an example for all Christians. Saints are big dreamers. 
They believe that with God on their side, no one and nothing can stop 
them. Saints are go-getters. They don’t wait for someone else to do 
good first; they jump right in. Saints are love-bringers. They try to see 
Christ in every person and every situation. Saints tell us what matters 
most in life is not what we earn or own, not the job we have or the 
people we know. What really matters is how much we love God, 
other, and ourselves, and how well we show love in all we do. 
 
November Remembrance Tree: 
November is a special time in the Church’s calendar to pray for those who have 
died. All Souls’ Day, (2nd November) is also known as the Feast of All Souls. 
Both days mark a significant event in the Catholic Church, to remember the 
saints in Christian history and to pray for people who have died. This year, we 
are going to have a Remembrance Tree. Your child/children will soon bring 
home an envelope enclosed with a lilac cross together with a letter. I invite you 
to write the name/s of your family members who have died on the back of the cross and 
return it to the school. The Remembrance Tree will be in the foyer and you may like to use 
the lilac ribbon placed under the tree to attach the cross yourself. During November at 
assemblies and School Masses the community will make a special mention and pray for all 
the lilac crosses on our tree. 
 
Annual All Souls’ Day Mass at Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde 
On Saturday 4th November at 10.30am a Mass will be celebrated by Fr Kevin Bates. It will be 
under a marquee on the lawns alongside the cemetery offices with chairs provided, followed 
by a delicious morning tea.  
 
October Ignite  
Due to rainy weather only a small group of kids 
attended but the evening was full of fun and 
laughter. There were many different selections of 
board games. Our favourite was the one that threw 
cream on our face. It was very messy!! See you at 
our next session on 17th November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                      Animal Blessing  
All the animals were very well behaved as they gathered 
in the school grounds. After a short liturgy Deacon Aruna 
asked both animals and its owner to come forward. We all 
received a beautiful blessing.  
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator     

anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

 
PARISH NEWS 
First Eucharist 
Please keep the candidates in your prayers who will be making their First Eucharist this 
weekend at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church. 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted. If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as possible. 
 
School Fees 
Term 4 Fee Statements were emailed out on Monday 16th October. Unless you are on a fee 
payment plan, your fees are now overdue and prompt settlement would be appreciated. If 
you are unable to finalise your account by the end of the school year, would you please 
make an appointment to meet with Miss McGinlay as soon as possible. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
What a week of sports we have had! For a small school we are full of 
courageous and competent competitors. Firstly Lara Wisemantel, Year 4 
who competed for MacKillop in the NSW Athletics Championships in discus, 
shot put, long jump and the 200m run. Lara showed courage and 
determination and did incredibly well for her first meet. We look forward to 
the coming years as we watch her continued improvement. 

 
Next we have Holly Mizens also in Year 4, who competed in the State 
Gymnastics Championships. She received 2 x 2nds, a 3rd and a 4th awarded 
Second overall with a Silver Medal in her level. Holly has worked very hard this 
year and is deserving of her high placings. 
 
 

Finally in Year 5, Georgia Andrianakos who competed in the NSW Football 
Champion of Champions competition on Sunday. Georgia's team dominated 
throughout the whole game, playing well as a team with Georgia scoring a 
fantastic goal to win the game 3-0. 
 
We are very proud of you all and thank you for sharing your amazing sporting stories. 
 
We had a great day also at the Oz Tag gala day with all of our children in years 3-6 playing 
with great sportsmanship and a positive attitude. We learnt some new skills and showed 
others how to enjoy a fun day out. 
 
Please be sure to email me on melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au to share your 
sporting news with me so I can share it with our school community. 
 
Melissa Cooper 
Sports Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:sacraments@scbolqp.org.au
mailto:melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

MUSIC NEWS 
The program song for this year is SHINE TOGETHER. The lyrics encourage children to 
shine together no matter where they come from and it’s okay to be a little different. Children 
are encouraged to celebrate who they are and not be influenced by what others think. Our 
OLQP Choir and year 5 children will be leading us in this celebration. 
 
Music Event Dates 

 Count Us In: Thursday 2nd November @ 11.30 am. Whole school 
lead by choir and year 5. 

 OLQP Medley Dancers: Thursday 9th November @ 11.30 am 

 Mini Maestros Festival: Thursday 16th November from 8.15am-
2.00pm. Choir, Band, year 5 and Medley Dancers. 

 Ralph the Reindeer and Lights, Camel, Action!: School Christmas Musicals: 
Wednesday 13th December@ night. Time TBC. 

 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
Oh what a night! Over 100 OLQP parents and staff came together for a fabulous night all in 
the name of raising money for the school. I am thrilled to announce we have raised over 
$26,000 – way over our $20,000 target, which is a truly phenomenal result for our school 
community. 
  
I am sure everyone will agree that Ecco was a fantastic venue and it certainly saw everyone 
relax, mingle with old and new friends and dig deep. A special thank you to everyone that 
made the effort to come along, it was great to see and feel the wonderful school spirit and 
generosity that is alive and well at OLQP. 
  
These nights certainly don’t happen by themselves and there has been months of hard work 
behind the scenes to ensure that the night went off without a hitch. A very big thanks to our 
fundraising committee led from the front by the amazing Gemma Moulang with Kim Shields, 
Jen Mutimer, Jen Turnbull, Kate Naughton, Susannah Hartigan, Nic Chater, Justine Kucic, 
Margaret Malouf and Danielle McCurtayne. I felt very privileged to work with this fantastic 
group of ladies who together ensured the success of the event. 
 
To our major sponsor, Function Physio, thank you for your support and we look forward to 
continuing to build on a successful partnership. Function provided goodie bags to take home 
on the night, and we also had some additional bags that your children may have bought 
home this week. If you visit Mena and his team at either the Gladesville or Putney practice, 
make sure you mention OLQP! And to all the local businesses that supported us we will 
continue to promote and thank them via our Wall of Thanks and additional communications 
over the coming weeks. 
 
Finally, thank you to the parents. The support we received via donations of cash, items for 
prizes and offers of help were endless. Thank you to those of you who were not able to 
make the night, yet so generously offered and gave support in other ways. Thank you to 
those of you who came along on the night and apart from having a great night so generously 
contributed to the overwhelming success of the night. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com


 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
An invitation for our Ryde District community to face the facts, hear stories and get equipped 
about the epidemic of Domestic Violence in our community. Three experts in this field will 
share statistics, stories and resources about this silent tragedy all around us. There are 400 
calls to NSW police every day. 
 
Speakers: 
Karen Willis (OAM) - Karen has worked against violence against women for 40 years, 
commencing her role with Rape & Domestic Violence Services Australia in 2002. She is a 
NSW representative to the National Association of Services Against Sexual Violence, a 
member of the NSW Domestic and Family Violence and Sexual Assault Council and a 
member of the NSW Victims Advisory Council. Karen will be speaking on the prevalence of 
Domestic Violence in our Community. 
 
Eileen is a frontline caseworker who has worked in Family and Domestic Violence and 
Homelessness services since 2007. Eileen will be sharing some stories from the frontline in 
our area. 
 
Sarah Henebery - Sarah's practice focuses on supporting women and children through 
trauma counselling, working with disadvantaged communities and specialising in domestic 
violence. Sarah currently works as a Family Worker at The Northern Centre, a family support 
service and early intervention homelessness service. Sarah will be helping us to know about 
the DV resources and services available in the Ryde district.  
 
Hosted by Christ Church Gladesville (Cnr Victoria Rd and Jordan St, Gladesville) 
Date: 13th November 
Time: 7-9pm 
Cost: Free 
 
Light refreshment and child minding available 
RSVP – eventbrite.com 
 
 

To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender 

 
 

Dates for Your Attention: October/November 
Term 4 Week 4 Term 4 Week 5 Term 4 Week 6 

Monday 30 
Tuesday 31 
Wednesday 1 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 2 Kindergarten Orientation 

9.15am-10.55am, Count Us In – Australia 
Wide Children Celebration, 
Friday 3 First Eucharist Day of Preparation 
Saturday 4 First Eucharist 5pm 
Sunday 5 First Eucharist 11am 

Monday 6 
Tuesday 7  
Wednesday 8 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, P & F Meeting 7pm in the 
Byron Library 
Thursday 9 Kindergarten Orientation 

9.15am-10.55am 
Friday 10 Year 3 Prayer Assembly 

 

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14 
Wednesday 15 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 16 Kindergarten Orientation 

9.15am-10.55am, 10.15am Year 4 Mini 
Vinnies Visit to Nursing Home, Years 1,3 & 
4 Buddy Mass 
Friday 17 Year 4 Prayer Assembly, Ignite 

6pm Years 4-6 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender

