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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to Term 4. It is always exciting to see the children return to school after a 
break as they arrive back at school with a sense of excitement ready to share new stories of 
their experiences with their friends and teachers. I hope all families had a chance to relax 
and just spend some quality time together as I did with my family. 
 
Please continue to pray for those in our community that are sick or recovering from recent 
operations including Mrs Pia Darmenia. Pia is now completing a course of chemotherapy 
after the removal of cancerous cells in her bowel. As we take part in the Month of the Rosary 
perhaps we could use this prayer asking our Mother Mary to watch over and heal those that 
are sick or in hospital. 
 
Two of our OLQP staff took part in their immersion experience in Japan over the holiday 
break. Miss Guirguis and Mr Seeto have returned to school sharing wonderful stories of their 
experiences and a few mementos to share with the children. The experience will no doubt 
enhance their understanding of the Japanese culture and their understanding of the 
Japanese language program taught at OLQP. 
 
Please keep our Year 3 children in your prayers as they prepare to receive their First 
Eucharist later this Term. This is always a very special family time as children receive Jesus 
for the first time. 
 
I’d like to thank parents for responding so well to our requests to drop off their children at St 
Charles school when we have had activities together. Whilst also saving us money the 
interactions we have had together this year between our school executive, staff, children and 
parents have been well received and provided our students with some wonderful 
experiences. 
 
I will be taking a week’s long service leave next week as my youngest son Finn will be 
competing in the All Schools Touch tournament in Canberra for the week. He is representing 
the NSW Boys U15 Touch team to play the other state and territory teams. Mrs Simpson will 
be acting Executive Principal for the week. 
 
Pupil Free Day  
In Week 8 staff will take part in a Staff Spirituality Day on Friday 6th December. This is a 
pupil free day so if parents need supervision for their children on this day please make 
contact with Gowrie.  
 
BYODD – BRING YOUR OWN DESIGNATED DEVICE UPDATE 
Last night I shared the following information with the parents present at the Term 4 P & F 
Meeting. Thank you to the many parents that completed the BYODD Survey earlier in the 
school year. The results of the survey are as follows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
BYODD 2019 Parent Survey - Results 

 30 responses = ¼ of the school 
 A range of responses from K-6 

 
In your opinion, what are the benefits of the current BYODD program? 

 Increase in technology skills, particularly in light of the world we live in 
 Great for research 
 Responsibility 
 Students are able to store their own learning 
 Reading Eggs & Mathletics apps 

 
In your opinion, what are the concerns of the current BYODD program? 

 BYODD program introduced too early 
 Time spent on devices (both at school and at home; inclusive of homework) 
 Losing handwriting skills 
 Weakening self-editing skills (spellcheck etc.) 
 Research and evidence to prove that screen time can have negative impacts on 

brain development/behaviour etc. 
 Conflicts at home 
 Consistency between teachers (overuse versus underuse) 

 
What would be your preferred year group for the start of the BYODD program? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why? 

 Older and more responsible 
 Key handwriting skills have already been taught and introduced 
 Brain development 
 Preparation for High School 

 
In responding to these results and from discussions with staff and the school executive we 
believe that moving forward it is more beneficial to change the BYODD Program to become 
part of the Years 4-6 curriculum. Therefore, the current Year 1 or families of younger 
students will not need to purchase a new device until they reach Year 4. This new device will 
then last for their remaining 3 years of their Primary School.  
 
All other classes from Year 2-6 will continue to use their iPad devices. Over the next few 
years I will ensure that children from Kindergarten to Year 3 are adequately resourced with a 
variety of devices including iPads, Chromebooks and PCs. The newly purchased 
Chromebook computers located in the school library have been used across the grades and 
specifically support the teaching of Japanese in the school and new online NAPLAN testing 
protocols. The introduction of further PD for staff will also be a priority in the years ahead. 
Once again thank you to those that responded and completed the survey. If you need any 
further clarification please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
DANCE FEVER 
Congratulations to those children and families that took part in the Dance Fever 
presentations last term. Our children did a fantastic job sharing their talents and performed 
exceptionally well. A wonderful bonus being that the Years 3-6 children brought home 3 
trophies. Well done to all involved. 
 
SCHOOL FEE REMINDER 
Parents are reminded to ensure their school fee accounts are finalised by the end of the 
school year. Approximately $51,000 fees remain outstanding. Letters will be sent out to 
these families asap. I am happy to inform parents that at this stage there will be no new 
charges for 2020. 
 
PATHWAYS KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 12 
A reminder to all parents that Marist Sisters Woolwich and Holy Cross College are our direct 
pathway feeder high schools. Parents may not know that they are in most circumstances 
guaranteed an enrolment from OLQP to these feeder high schools. Both Principals are also 
very supportive of OLQP and continue to nurture and support a high number of our students 
as they progress through their high school years. 
 
If you are interested in seeking an enrolment in our feeder high schools I very much 
encourage you to take part in one of their open days or speak with the colleges directly. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
Congratulations to Lara from Year 
6 who received the Fred Hollows Humanity Award. Fred 
Hollows was an outstanding Australian who in his time as 
an eye surgeon helped restore eyesight to thousands of 
people in Australia and overseas. 
 
Lara has worked tirelessly for many years at creating and embracing awareness around 
disabilities and differences. She has worked at raising money for the Cerebral Palsy alliance 
by competing in fundraisers such as climbing Mt Kosciuszko. More recently she has 
organised a book to be written about what it's like to be 'normal' and has asked her peers to 
contribute to it. She will sell the books to the community and raises awareness and funds for 
Cerebral Palsy. Lara is also a positive role model to all those around her and strives to 
inspire others. 
 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) test is for Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9 students. NAPLAN tests provide an 
indication of student knowledge and skills in 
Writing, Reading, Language Conventions 
(Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation) and 
Numeracy. The results of the tests provide 
information for students, parents, teachers and 
principals which can be used to improve student 
achievement. 

 
Testing is conducted in May and reports for Years 3 and 5 were made available before the 
last school holidays. The report describes the child’s particular skills in Reading, Writing, 
Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) and Numeracy. The report 
also shows how the child performed in relation to national minimum standards. These 
describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia.  
 
It is important to understand that, in terms of individual student performances, NAPLAN is a 
'snapshot' of performance. However whole school, long term data can be used very 
effectively to support planning processes.  
 
 
 



 
 
This year’s results are excellent and a great indication of the terrific work that is happening in 
the classrooms. All students in Year 3 and Year 5 are in the middle or top bands across all 
subjects. No students are in the bottom two bands. Overall Year 5 performed significantly 
higher than the state in Reading Writing and Numeracy while Year 3 performed significantly 
higher than the state in Numeracy and Reading. 
 
● 85% of Year 5 students reached or bettered their expected growth in Reading, which is 

greater than the expected growth across both the state and Statistically Similar Schools. 
● In Year 5 Reading, the number of students achieving in the top two bands has remained 

relatively consistent with 73.3%. 
● 73% of Year 3 students are in the top two bands in Reading with remaining children in 

the middle bands. 
● Over the last three years the average Year 5 Reading Score has dramatically increased. 
● 75% of Year 5 students reached or bettered their expected growth in Writing, which is 

much greater than the expected growth across the state. 
● 60% of Year 3 students are in the top two bands in Writing. 
● 75% of Year 5 students reached or bettered their expected growth in Numeracy, which 

is greater than the expected growth across both the state and Statistically Similar 
Schools. 

● In Year 5 66.7% of students achieving in the top two bands in Numeracy and this has 
significantly increased over the last three years. 

● Over the last four years the average Year 3 and Year 5 Numeracy scores have 
increased. 

● 73.3% of Year 3 students are in the top two bands in Numeracy with all remaining 
students in the middle band and no students in the bottom bands. 
 

Congratulations to all our Year 3 and Year 5 Students 2019 for such great results. Keep 
working hard. 
 
SYDNEY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CHRISTMAS ART COMPETITION 
Students from across Sydney Diocese each year are invited to submit an artwork that 
includes authentic imagery in any style from the time of Jesus, to express their 
understanding of the Christmas story. The competition is designed to help children develop a 
deeper appreciation of their talents and recognise the value of the arts in expressing their 
understanding of the Catholic faith. All children in Years 5 and 6 were given the opportunity 
to be part of the competition in our school and we then chose three from Year 6 and three 
from Year 5 to be judged and possibly become part of an exhibition. As part of the 
submission, the children must also attach a reflection depicting the story their artwork relates 
to and the techniques used. The following 6 artworks were submitted. A big thank you goes 
to Deanne Palmer and Father Alfredo who shared their expertise with the students. Good 
luck to the following girls, Lucy, Lyla and Stella from Year 5 and Elise, Sophie and Olivia A 
from Year 6. 

 
Maree Simpson   maree.simpson@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 4. The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. “The 
Rosary is a prayer which always accompanies me. It’s also the prayer of ordinary 
people and the saints … and a prayer from my heart”. Pope Francis. 
 
During October we are encouraged as a community to pray with and 
through Mary in personal prayer, and to join with others in praying the 
Rosary. Each Thursday the children and staff are invited to come to the 
OLQP Prayer Garden to pray a decade of the Rosary together. A huge 
thank you to those who joined us last week. 
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I encourage you to take some time in your busy days to stop and share this special prayer 
with your family. 
 
This term in Week 4, Saturday 9th November and Sunday 10th November our Year 3 
students and other children of our Ryde/Gladesville Parish will be making their Sacrament of 
the Eucharist. They will be receiving the Body of Christ for first time. Please keep our 
children, their families and their group leaders in your prayers as they prepare for this 
wondrous event. 
 
On the last day of Term 3 we celebrated our annual Mercy Day with the St Charles School 
community. Following the theme of the day of “Being shining lamps, giving light to those 
around us,” based upon one of Catherine McAuley’s famous sayings. The classes from 
both schools joined to make lanterns to show how they are shining lights in the lives of 
others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next week on Thursday 31st October the children from Years 3 – 6 will be celebrating their 
Buddy Mass. Please feel free to join us in celebrating this Mass. 
 
I would like to end with the inspirational words of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, “Peace begins 
with a smile. I will never understand all the good that a simple smile can accomplish.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC   emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 4! I hope that all families had a relaxing holiday break together. 
 
Playgroup resumed today in the Parish Hall from 9:00am - 10:30am. Our new children's 
tables and chairs have arrived and they look fantastic! Next Wednesday 30th October we 
have a special Halloween celebration at Playgroup where all are invited to bring a treat to 
share for morning tea and come dressed to scare! 
 
We continue to keep our Year 3 students in our prayers as they prepare to make their First 
Holy Communion on the weekend of 9th & 10th November. Last weekend they celebrated 
their Rite of Enrolment for First Communion and on the weekend of 2nd & 3rd November they 
will celebrate their Rite of Commissioning for First Communion. Please support our 
candidates at these Masses if you can. 
 
This Friday we celebrate Teacher Appreciation Day. We are blessed with amazing teachers 
at OLQP, who are passionate about their job and dedicated to ensuring that every child 
within our school receives a well-rounded education. We thank all staff at OLQP for sharing 
their talents, gifts, time and effort with our children and our broader school community. 
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Attached to this newsletter is a flyer for our 2020 Women's Restful Weekend to be held on 
21st - 23rd February. I hope that many of the mothers and grandmothers within our school 
community will consider joining me and other local Family Educators in a weekend of 
reflection, meditation and prayer. It is so important to take some time out for yourself to 
ensure that you feel centred and well rested at the start of another busy year. Please contact 
me with any questions you may have. 
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator 

 
WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
Thank you to everyone who supported 
our school in the Woolworths Earn & 
Learn Initiative earlier this year. We 
managed to collect 15,506 stickers 
which allowed us to purchase some 
great resources for our students. We 
now have equipment for our K-2 Fine 
Motor program and lots of new outdoor 
games to be enjoyed by all. 
 
Thanks again for all your support,   
 
Lili Guirguis 

 
CONDOLENCES 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Perrone family. This week they have lost the paternal 
grandfather of Matthew Perrone of Year 6. 
 
P & F NEWS 
Major Fundraiser 
The committee have been hard at work getting everything ready for Saturday night’s major 
fundraiser. With a late surge in ticket sales there are only a handful remaining, so get in 
quick to book your standing room at the event of the year www.trybooking.com/BDJHD. 
 
It’s never too late to help out if you can’t attend on the night: 

 Donate via the website and select “Not Attending” www.trybooking.com/BDJHD. 

 We are still accepting gifts/donations/vouchers, that can be auctioned off on the night  
 

Scratchie Tree – Our scratchie tree is blooming in spring and we’d love your help making it 
bigger. It’s a great item to auction off on the night and is only possible with the help of our 
community. Purchase any amount and drop them off to the office in an envelope. 
 
Class Artworks – Our little van Goghs and Picassos have put the finishing touches on their 
class artworks. These much sought after items will be on display in the library on Thursday 
and Friday this week, so make sure you stop by and check them out before placing your bids 
on Saturday. 
 
A big thank you to all our sponsors who have generously donated. Their support is greatly 
appreciated! 
 

Silver Sponsor Function Physio 

Bronze Sponsor Bristol Gladesville – Grasso Family 

 Framing Life, Boronia Park 

 LHM Foods – Sherry Family 

 Tower Fasteners – Mizens Family  
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Saturday in their Black & White with a touch of 
Sparkle!  
 

Chris Voysey P&F President   0404 830 534 or chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
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BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS 
We are now taking enrolments for Term 4, 2019. If you would like your child to learn an 
instrument this term please contact us at info@bennelongmusic.com.au or check out our 
website at www.bennelongmusic.com.au for more information about what we offer. 
 
Also a reminder that the annual OLQP/STCB Music Soiree will be held on the evening of 
Thursday 21st November 6:00pm-8:00pm. All Band, Strings and Instrumental students are 
invited to perform on the night and it’s a wonderful opportunity for parents to see and hear 
what their children have been learning. More details will follow, however please save the 
date as it promises to be a great night! 

 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au 1800 788 639 
 

 
RE Quiz 

Thank you for all the submissions of your answers for the RE Test Quiz each 
newsletter. This competition is starting to heat up with students from a range of 
grades emailing me their answers. 
A huge congratulations goes to last newsletter’s winner, Aimee Pedron, mother 
of Eust in Kindergarten. 
 

The answer from the last newsletter was A. - Conceived and born free from sin. 
The first question for this term is:-  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will you be the first winner for Term 4? Prizes are given to the first parent, child and teacher 
who emails me the correct answer at emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: October/November 
Term 4 Week 2 Term 4 Week 3 Term 4 Week 4 

Monday 21  
Tuesday 22P&F Meeting 7:30pm-Library 
Wednesday 23League Tag Gala Day at 

Morrison Park Yrs 3-6. Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall. 
Thursday 24 
Friday 25 Teacher Appreciation Day 
Saturday 26 P&F Fundraiser Evening 
7:00-11:00pm Drummoyne Sailing Club 
Sunday 27 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am 

Monday 28  
Tuesday 29  
Wednesday 30 Playgroup 9:00am-10:30am 

in the Church Hall.  
Thursday 31 Primary Buddy Mass Yrs 3-6 
Friday 1  
Saturday 2  
Sunday 3 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am 

Monday 4  
Tuesday 5  
Wednesday 6 Playgroup 9:00am-

10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 7 Communion Day of 

Preparation Year 3 
Friday 8 
Saturday 9 First Holy Communion 5:00pm 
Sunday 10 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am, First Holy Communion 11:00am 
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