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Dear Parents, 

World Teachers’ Day was inaugurated on 5th October 1994 by the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) for governments and their 

citizens to recognise the importance of competent, qualified and motivated teachers in society.  

Here at OLQP we have highly competent, qualified and motivated teachers and we are very 

proud of this.  I would like to say a big thank you to all our teachers for their dedication, their 

patience, their quest for improving and their caring natures, which combined together, results 

in a collection of the best possible teachers for your children that there can be.  

Internationally World Teachers’ Day is celebrated on 5th October. However, as this is usually 

during Australian school holidays, we celebrate the day on the last Friday in October, which is 

this coming Friday 26th October.  Please remember to acknowledge a teacher on this day for 

what is an incredibly rewarding but challenging job and join together, as a family, in saying the 

following prayer, for our wonderful teachers. 

A Prayer for World Teachers Day 

Dear Lord, 

Giver of all wisdom and greatest of all teachers, 

Look upon our teachers with love 

Grant them the resolve to nurture our eager minds 

and to never give up on us who fall behind. 

Bless their hearts for they rejoice 

when we succeed and encourage us when we fail  

And bless them with gentle patience 

for the path of learning is never easy 

Kindle a spirit and passion in them 

it is the flame that ignites the love of learning in us 

Help them see the potential in each student 

Their belief in us means much more than the grade we make 

Instil in them a commitment to keep on learning 

It shows us to not fear new knowledge and experiences 

Inspire them to touch the future 

They influence how big a dream we dream for ourselves 

Bless our teachers who have come before 

For their work endures to this day  

Let the light of your example shine upon all teachers 

To build up with their words 

To love with their mind  

To share with their heart.  

                                                                      Amen 



 

 

NAPLAN ACHIEVEMENTS  
 

We are very proud of both the teaching and learning that goes on 

here at OLQP and I am thrilled to share with you our NAPLAN 

news. 

 

 In Year 3, 100% of our students are above national 

minimum standards in Reading. In addition to this they are 

also above our Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG) counterparts. 

 82% of these students are in the top 2 bands, with another 18% in the middle two 

bands. 

 In Year 5, 100% of our students are above national minimum standards in Reading. In 

addition to this they are also above our Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG) 

counterparts. 

 50% of these students are in the top 2 bands, with another 50% in the middle two 

bands. 

 More than 68% of our students reached or bettered their expected growth in Reading 

from Year 3, which is greater than the expected growth across both the state and 

Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG).   

 

 In Year 3, 100% of our students are above national minimum standards in Writing. In 

addition to this they are also above our Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG) 

counterparts. 

 73% of these students are in the top 2 bands, with another 27% in the middle two 

bands. 

 In Year 5, 89% of our students are above national minimum standards in Writing. 32% 

of these students are in the top 2 bands, with another 57% in the middle two bands. 

We have significantly more students in the top 2 bands than the state and our 

Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG) counterparts.  

 We are pleased that more than 57% of our students reached or bettered their expected 

growth from Year 3, which is greater than the expected growth across the state.  We 

have been focusing on writing as a school this year and will continue to do so in 2019 

in order to continue to improve in this area.   

 

 In Year 3, 100% of our students are above national minimum standards in Numeracy. 

In addition to this they are also above our Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG) 

counterparts. 

 77% of these students are in the top 2 bands, with another 23% in the middle two 

bands. 

 In Year 5, 100% of our students are above national minimum standards in Numeracy. 

In addition to this they are also above our Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG) 

counterparts. 

 60% of these students are in the top 2 bands, with another 40% in the middle two 

bands. 

 79% of our students reached or bettered their expected growth in Numeracy from Year 

3, which is significantly greater than the expected growth across both the state and 

Statistically Similar Schools (SSSG).   

 

 

The professionalism of the teachers, the children’s attitude to learning and the 

partnership we have with our families have all contributed to these great 

achievements.  We hope you feel as proud of your children and our learning 

community here at OLQP as we do! 

 

 

 



TERM 4 EVENTS 

 

Welcome back to the final term of the school year.  Being the last term of the year there are a 

great variety of events happening over the next 9 weeks.  You might like to block these dates 

out in your calendar. 

 

Oz Tag Gala Day - Wednesday 24th October 

Contract Renewal for Emma Lenehan – Friday 26th October 

Kinder Excursion to Wannabees – Monday 29th October 

Creative Arts Showcase evening – Thursday 1st November   

Sushi Day – Tuesday 6th November 

Kinder Orientation - Thursday 8th, 15th & 22nd November 

Fun Day for the whole school organised by Year 6 – Friday 9th November 

First Holy Communion – Saturday 10th November & Sunday 11th November 

P&F meeting and voting for new executive – Wednesday 14th November 

Mini Maestros @ Woolwich – Thursday 15th November 

School Disco – Friday 23rd November 

Pope Francis Award Ceremony – Monday 26th November 

Swimming Program for Infants – Weeks 7&8 commencing Monday 26th November 

Swimming Carnival for 8 years and older – Friday 7th December 

Year 6 Graduation Mass and Supper - Thursday 6th December 

End of Year Thanksgiving Mass – Thursday 13th December  

Christmas Concert – Thursday 13th December 

Surf Ed Day Years 3-6 – Friday 14th December 

Reports sent home – Friday 14th December 

Last day of school for students – Wednesday 19th December 

 

 

GALA DAY 

Congratulations to Mrs Cooper for organising a wonderful Oz Tag gala day this week. Upon 

receiving disappointing news from the organisers of the NRL League Mrs Cooper bounced 

back, showing her incredible resilience and within an extremely short space of time managed 

to put together a wonderful day where our children were able to play so many more games 

than at a regular gala day.  Two added bonuses for the children were that the entire school 

could come along and cheer the grand finalists as well as the Teachers (and parents) versus 

Year 6 match. I’m so glad to say that the teachers (and parents) were victorious!  

 

Thought I’d share with you some very affirming feedback that we 

received from a parent about the day: 

 

“I just wanted to send a quick note to let you know how amazing I 

thought today’s OLQP Oz tag day was. 

 

I love volunteering at these days, but I have to say today it was 

great to see the kids playing against each other, cheering for 

each other’s team and just generally all having a go and a great time!! Definitely one of the 

days I have enjoyed the most. 

 

A big thanks for all the work that I know goes on behind the scenes to make these days 

possible for our kids. I wish more parents got to see their kids in action on days like today - 

hopefully they all go home with great stories. 

 

Of course I couldn’t finish without saying I loved the (victorious) Teachers v Year 6 match! Just 

to see the whole school supporting each other and having such a great time is what I love 

about our school! 

 

 

 

 



 

CANTEEN  
Don’t forget that this term Canteen will only be open on Friday. We will, 

however, have two special lunch order days throughout the term. The first 

one is Sushi day and is on Tuesday 6th November. If your children would like 

to indulge in sushi on this day, please ensure that you pre-order using the 

separate sushi lunch order form. 

 

IMPORTANT COMPASS INFORMATION 

Currently there are unexplained absences for nearly 50% of the school.  We realise that some 

of these may still be due to ‘teething’ problems with the new system but this is not the case for 

the majority of these absences.  It is a legal requirement that you provide the school with a 

written (email or compass entry is valid) explanation.  If we do not receive this explanation, we 

are required to send you the formal note that has your child’s name and absence dates on it 

that you are then required to complete and send back to school.  To ensure that we have 

accurate, legal rolls and that we are not continuously sending home notes requesting 

explanations, we ask that you enter your children’s absences directly into Compass. This is far 

less time consuming and demanding for you, the teachers and our office staff.  If you are 

unsure of how to do this please send an email to the office with the subject line Compass, 

outlining what you are having trouble with and we will be in touch.  If you receive one of the 

letters asking for an absence explanation and your child was at school, it will generally be 

because they have arrived late and you have not signed them in and the system has no way 

of telling that they were late.  Again, it is imperative that if your child is walking into class after 

9:05am contact must be made with the office.   

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Congratulations to Fédor-Henri for his recent piano exam achievement.  Fédor received 

honours in both contemporary and classical piano playing.  This is a great achievement and 

we look forward to hearing him play for us soon! 

 

TAEKWONDO CLASSES 
Please see the information at the end of this newsletter regarding Taekwondo classes here at 
OLQP.  We are happy to offer them as an extracurricular activity in 2019 if there is enough 
interest. 
 
Remember, together in faith we ignite an inspire hearts and minds, 

  
Karen McGinlay     Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
ICAS TESTS 
The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, 
quality skills-based assessment program which rewards and recognises achievement. ICAS 
gives you broad insights into your child’s performance across English, Mathematics, Science, 
Digital Technologies and Writing for all Primary students and Science, English and 
Mathematics for students from Year 2 to Year 6. ICAS (sometimes referred to as the UNSW 
assessments) has been developed by Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) since 1981. At 
the beginning of each year we invite parents that would like to nominate their child to do the 
tests the at the beginning of each year we invite parents to nominate their child if they would 
like the opportunity to take part in the tests. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all students that took part in the ICAS tests 
this year. They are quite challenging tests. I would also like to make particular mention to the 
students who achieved above average and outstanding results in the following tests. 
 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
Year 3 Oliver N  Credit 
Year 4 Caleb Distinction, Noah High Distinction 
Year 5 Sophie Distinction, Zac Distinction   
            Isabella Credit 

SCIENCE 
Year 5 Zac Credit 
 



ENGLISH 
Year 2 Bridyn Distinction 
Year 3 Mia S  Credit 
Year 4 Charlotte Distinction 
Year 5 Isabel Merit, Angela Credit 

SPELLING 
Year 2 Bridyn Credit 
Year 4 Charlotte Credit 
Year 5 Zac Credit, Thomas Credit,  
            Angela Distinction 

WRITING 
Year 3 Chelsea Credit 
Year 4 Lucy Credit, Charlotte Credit 
Year 5 Angela Distinction  
 

MATHS  
Year 2 Fédor Credit, Noah Credit,  
            Lorenzo Credit 
Year 3 Kobe Distinction 
Year 4 Charlotte Merit, Noah Credit, 
            Stanley Credit 
Year 5 Thomas Credit  
Year 6 Marin Credit 

 
PAT DATA  
Over the next few weeks our students from Grades 2 to 6 will be participating in Progressive 
Achievement Tests (PAT) in Mathematics, Reading Comprehension, Grammar and 
Punctuation and Writing. PAT tests are designed to assess each student’s current capability 
against the appropriate standard for their age. Unlike NAPLAN, the PAT assessments do not 
have a student/parent report and are in no way a stressful experience for the students. Our 
students are familiar with these assessments as they have been undertaking them for the last 
5 years at OLQP. Student data is a valuable source of information on each student’s 
development. We use this PAT data to identify students requiring extra support or extension 
and to inform our teaching and learning. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns.  
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Fáilte (welcome) to Term 4. Mrs Kelly, Mrs Nash and I spent the last 3 weeks on a 
pilgrimage in Ireland with 40 other Sydney Catholic Schools staff. During our trip we 
learnt about the dramatic history of Ireland and its people, as well as immersing 
ourselves into the rich Irish culture.  
 
There were many highlights of our pilgrimage ranging from trekking through the picturesque 
Glendalough (Valley of two lakes) in County Wicklow where St Kevin founded his monastic 
community in the 6th Century, to being blown sideways and backwards in County Clare’s Cliffs 
of Moher on Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way. Our pilgrimage ended with a very emotional visit to 
Catherine McAuley’s House of Mercy in Baggot St. Sitting and praying in the room where 
Blessed Catherine McAuley passed away was a personal highlight.  
 
I look forward to sharing with you more about the pilgrimage to Ireland that we were blessed to 
participate in. 

 
During October the remainder of Thursdays at the start of lunch, OLQP children and staff are 
invited to share in saying a decade of the Rosary together in the Prayer Garden. I encourage 
you to take some time in your busy days to stop and share this special prayer with your family. 
This term in Week 4, Saturday November 10th and Sunday November 11th our Year 3 students 
of OLQP and other children of the OLQP Parish will be making their Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. They will receive the Body of Christ for the first time. Please keep our children, their 
families and the group leaders in your prayers. 
 
I would like to end with the words of Blessed Catherine McAuley “The simplest and most 
practical lesson I know is to resolve to be good today, but better tomorrow.” 
Emma Lenehan REC - "Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 



 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Snapshots - a term 4 school-wide initiative! 
Throughout this term, ‘Snapshots’, a school-wide Family Education 
initiative will be taking place in a number of Sydney Archdiocesan Primary 
Schools - and OLQP will be one of them! ‘Snapshots’ encourages parents, 
students and staff to become more aware of God’s presence in every 
aspect of our daily lives. By taking ‘Snapshots’, we ‘take notice’ and start to 
see and enjoy all of God’s gifts and blessings. This week each family will 
receive their Snapshots: Discovering God in Our Day Kit. The kit is a 
small calico bag which contains: 
 

● An instruction/explanation sheet 

● A sheet with examples/ideas of moments of God’s gifts to assist with the writing 

● 12 polaroid-shaped cards to make Snapshots on which to write and draw/photograph the 
moments when God is experienced during each day 

● A family prayer to pray together each day after sharing moments of discovering God that 
day 

● A toy camera keychain for families to use as a reminder to take a Snapshot! 
 

Families are encouraged to find time (either over a meal or before bed) to share the moments 
when they experienced God during each day. They then record a moment(s) on the blank 
polaroid-shaped cards. These can be displayed at home or children can have the opportunity 
to bring their Snapshots to school where they will be shared during class prayer time and/or 
placed on the prayer space. 
 
May your families enjoy looking for all those ‘God moments’ this term, finding the extraordinary 
in the ordinary. ‘Happy snapping’! 
https://aboutcatholicschools.wordpress.com/2018/09/20/faith-in-selfies-as-families-discover-
god-in-their-day/ 
 
St Vincent de Paul Night Patrol Thank You 
All sandwiches, snacks and treats were delivered last Sunday night. It was our rostered night 
on, which meant together we, parents and parishioners from our community personally 
handed them the food. We were thankful that the rain did not come down on us and for the 
smiles we received from the clients who show their appreciation for us taking the time to go 
out and treat them as worthy individuals. We can make quite a difference in the lives of the 
homeless with these treats.   Thank you. 
 
OLQP Playgroup 
For all the families with babies and preschool children, you are all welcome to 
OLQP Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play 
and music. Parents and grandparents are encouraged to come along and meet 
other young parents within the school community to enjoy the program. This is 
held every Wednesday, during school term from 9:00am-10:30am in the 
Church Hall. Gold coin donation, please bring fruit for morning tea to share. 
 
3 minute retreat 
Below you will find a reflection on ‘God calls us to obey’. Sit back with a cup of tea and enjoy 
the gentle retreat.  
Love, peace, patience, generosity, gentleness. These wonderful gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
both simple and nearly impossible to use. A moment of prayer often helps us find one of these 
gifts when we most need it. On the other hand we are least likely to ask for help during that 
moment of stress. 
 
But these wonderful gifts are the oil that keep all relationships working. They help us loosen 
the grip of our self-centeredness and anger. They ease the tight grasp of a grudge that seems 
so important to hang onto. They fuel us with superhuman patience in the face of a stubborn 
two year old and with deep peace in moments of crisis. 
Holy Spirit, shower us with your gifts and help us share those gifts in our lives today. 
https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/god-calls-us-to-obey-start-retreat 
(adapted from Loyolapress reflection on today’s retreat) 

 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

https://aboutcatholicschools.wordpress.com/2018/09/20/faith-in-selfies-as-families-discover-god-in-their-day/
https://aboutcatholicschools.wordpress.com/2018/09/20/faith-in-selfies-as-families-discover-god-in-their-day/
https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/god-calls-us-to-obey-start-retreat
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 
SCHOOL FEES 
2018 School Fee Statements showing outstanding balances were emailed on Monday 22nd 
October. Unless you are on a payment plan, it would be appreciated if all outstanding 
balances were finalised by 15th November. If you are unable to finalise your account by that 
date, please contact the office, as soon as possible to make an appointment to meet with Miss 
McGinlay to discuss the matter. 
 
Music News 
Next Thursday 1 November, our school will be participating in ‘Count Us In’ at 11.30am in 
OLQP COLA. Every year, schools Australia wide, participate by singing a student composed 
song at the same time, allowing for time differences. This initiative, is to highlight many 
children’s different environments and needs. This year’s song is titled, ‘One Song’. 
 
Our school choir and a primary class will be representing our school at Mini Maestros on 
Thursday 15th November, 2018. 
 
Next Wednesday 31st October Mr Gav and I will be auditioning a Solo Item for Mini Maestros. 
Any student from Years 4, 5 or 6 who would like to audition either a Dance, Song or 
Instrumental Song, please come prepared with instrument/music/costume for Wednesday 
Lunchtime in the music room.  Please note, we are only able to enter one solo item for the 
entire school, not one from each of these performing arts.  
 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
Welcome back to another sport filled Term 4. This term we will be 
learning gymnastics and cricket along with the Oz Tag gala day and 
Swimming Carnival. The unfortunate cancellation of the NRL event, 
meant the running of the OLQP OZ Tag Gala Day. The children had 
a fantastic time, playing with great sportsmanship and enthusiasm. 
 
The highlight of the day was however, the Teacher versus Year 6 
game with the whole school in attendance to cheer us on. The 
grand champions were the Teachers with a 5-2 win. We will take the 
trophy and display it with pride in the office, so if you would like to 
see it, please feel free to do so. Bad luck Year 6, good luck next 
year. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
P & F News 
A few dates for the diary this term; first up we have the Term 4 P&F meeting which is the 
AGM on Wednesday 14th November at 7.30 pm in the library (refreshments from 7pm). After 
a two year tenure, all positions on the committee will be vacated and open for nominations. 
Please keep an eye out for the nomination form which will be coming home this week. I’d like 
to strongly encourage anyone who might be interested in joining the P&F to please fill out a 
nomination form, and of course please feel free to contact myself or any of the other P&F 
committee members who will be more than willing to talk you through the various roles.  
 
The School Disco will also be held on Friday 23rd November (please note the date change 
from 2nd November) a fun night for all of the kids with two sessions being held, first session for 
K-2 and second session for Years 3 – 6. A note will come home this week with all of the 
details. We will once again be using Trybooking for payment after the success and positive 
feedback we received from our Father’s Day events. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P&F President jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 4. Congratulations to two members of the school band who joined our 
'Ryde Catholic Precinct Band'. On Saturday 20th October they performed at The Granny Smith 
Festival. Well done Joel Stepcich and Zac Burn for representing our school community. 
 
What an outstanding performance and contribution, the audience loved it! 

mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Life Martial Arts Academy Primary School Program   
 
Our junior Taekwondo program is designed to teach the 
traditional values of martial arts and the benefits of a healthy 
lifestyle through a fun and engaging physical program 
delivered with a positive reinforcement coaching style. 
 
 
The aim is to help students grow into more confident, positive and self-disciplined young 
people who are better able to achieve their goals and contribute to society. 
 
 
All class are run in a manner that allows students to practice the Tenets of Taekwondo which 
are; Courtesy, Integrity, Perseverance, Self Control and Indomitable Spirit. These values are 
kept front of mind while students practice the drills in each class including target kicking, 
patterns, sparring and anti-bullying strategies. 
 
 
Our teachers run classes using positive reinforcement and positive psychology principles such 
as strengths finding, gratitude practice and positive self-talk. This creates an inclusive and 
engaging environment for all students to achieve their best results. 
 
 
The program has been developed by Chris Brown of Life Martial Arts Academy. Chris has 
been involved in martial arts for the past 28 years and has been teaching for 16 years. Chris is 
also a fully qualified personal trainer and health coach and has been registered as a fitness 
professional for the last 12 years. 
 
The children will have the opportunity to see a demonstration and try a few moves later this 
term and we will send out an expression of interest form for 2019.  If there is enough interest, 
we will offer after school Taekwondo classes here at OLQP.  
 

Dates for Your Attention: September/October 

Term 4 Week 2 Term 4 Week 3 Term 4 Week 4 

Monday 22 
Tuesday 23  
Wednesday 24 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall, Coffee 
and Chat 2:30-3pm in the Library, 
Gala Day Yrs 3 – 6. 
Thursday 25  
Friday 26 
Saturday 27 
Sunday 28 Children’s Liturgy 9am 

Monday 29 
Tuesday 30  
Wednesday 31 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall, Coffee 
and Chat 2:30-3pm in the Library,  
Thursday 1 Creative Arts 
Showcase Evening  
Friday 2 
Saturday 3 
Sunday 4 

 Monday 5 
Tuesday 6 Sushi Day 
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 
9:00am-10am in the Church Hall 
Coffee and Chat 2:30-3pm in the 
Library. 
Thursday 8 Kinder Orientation 
9:15 – 10:45 
Friday 9 Year 6 Fun Day 



 
 

, NSW Property Minister and Member for Ryde, and Cr Jerome Laxale, Mayor of 
Ryde who will be asked to publicly commit to act on afforda. 


