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Dear Parents, 
 

At last week’s welcome back to Term 4 assembly we spoke 
about goals. The children were asked to reflect back on goals 
that they had set for themselves earlier in the year and to reflect 
on how they were going with these goals. Were they on track, 
had they fallen a little behind or had they managed to achieve 
them? They were encouraged to modify their goals if needed, 
prompted to keep working at them and encouraged to set further 

goals if they had already achieved them. We were particularly surprised with the very 
relevant and appropriate goals that some of the Kinder students shared with us. Please talk 
with your children about their goals – how they are going with them and give them the 
encouragement and support that they may need in order to achieve them before the end of 
the school year. 
 

As part of this assembly we also announced the news that 
our 2017 OLQP role model, Moira Kelly, will be 
visiting us next week, Thursday 26th October. It 

was incredibly heart-warming to see the children's reactions 
when this announcement was made - there was a burst of 
spontaneous applause and cheers. We are all very excited about 
Moira’s visit and can't wait to speak with her and be further 
inspired by such a wonderful humanitarian. She will speak to the 
primary students after recess then she will have an infants’ 
session after lunch, followed by an evening session for adults in the OLQP church. Please 
feel free to bring along as many family and friends, including high school students, as you 
would like. Refreshments will be served after her presentation along with the opportunity to 
ask her questions. There will be a donation box at the door if you would like to contribute to 
Moira’s Creating Hope Foundation. 
 

Last Monday, John Alexander MP for Bennelong helped to kick off our 
start of term assembly. John included OLQP as a stopover point in his 
100 km walk around the electorate, which he is doing in order to raise 
awareness of leukaemia and to fundraise for research into a cure. As 
part of his talk he shared with us how early on in life he got his start in 
tennis which then led into him explaining the reason why he's 
interested in this campaign. There is fundraising tin for this worthy 
cause on the bench in the front office for the next week. Many of the 
children have been putting their canteen change in it. If you would like 
to donate to this cause please send it in to the office or drop in yourself. 
The school or individual with the greatest amount then earns the right 
to shave John Alexander’s hair off at the end of this 100 km fundraising 

walk. John, like Moira, is another fine role model for the children as he too demonstrates 
concern for others and a desire to do things for others. 
 
This year’s major fundraiser, organised by the P&F, is shaping up to be a truly major event. 
The class art works are looking spectacular so if you haven't yet seen them please come 
along to the library this week to view them. I look forward to some very healthy competition 

on the night when it comes to auction time for these 
masterpieces, for my position for a day and Mel 
Cooper’s position for a day and flag hoisters. Nearly 
every child wants one of these roles so good luck 
parents in your bidding and I look forward to seeing 
you there on Saturday evening. 
 

 



 

Year 6 Fun Day 
On Tuesday we had yet another lively and very 
successful Year Six fundraiser day. There were 
lots of fun activities that engaged all ages as 
well as stalls that satisfied every sweet tooth! 
Highly popular was the chocolate fountain, the 
knock ‘em down stall and the water balloon 
throwing stall. Particular mention must go to Mrs 
Cooper and Mr Hayes for their great sportsmanship and also to 

Miss Patricia (aka Paddy) and Miss Bradleena (aka Bradley) for their fashion sense and 
entrepreneurial skills. Thank you to all those parents who helped behind-the-scenes with the 
Year Six students to get the stalls ready and for all the mums who came along on the day. 
Without your support events such as this would not be possible and I know the Year Sixes in 
particular are very grateful for what you have all done. 

 
 
 
School Photos 
School Photos will be taken next Tuesday 24th October. Envelopes have been sent home. 
Please ensure that you have returned yours, ideally by the end of this week. All, students are 
to wear their full summer uniform which is clean and neatly pressed. The boys shirts are to 
be worn out, hair needs to be neat and tidy and any hair accessories are to be in school 
colours rather than fashion statements and earrings are to be small studs or sleepers and 
again no bright fashion statements. No nail polish is to be worn. We also ask that temporary 
tattoos be removed before returning to school after a weekend, or they need to be located in 
places where the children’s uniform covers them. 
 

Please remember to send back your Granny 
Smith note by tomorrow, Thursday 19th 
October, so that we know how many students 
will be representing our school at the festival in 
the parade this Saturday morning and for Mrs 

Alessi and her helpers to know who they are expecting. It's a great way for our wonderful 
school to have a presence in the local community. We are also really pleased that our 
Precinct Band made up of students form OLQP, St Charles and Holy Cross will also be 
performing on stage at this festival. If you've got some time it would be great if you could join 
the parade or join the audience when our band is playing, which is between 11:25am and 
11:55am.  Please see all the details about the festival at 
 http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/Events/Granny-Smith-Festival 
 
Kinder Orientation 
Kinder orientation starts on Thursday 2nd November and runs for three consecutive 
Thursdays. We are very excited to welcome the Class of 2018. If you have a child starting in 
Kinder next year don't forget these three orientation mornings. If you are aware of anyone 
still looking for a place for their child for next year please encourage them to come and 
speak with us as we are still enrolling for 2018. 
 
Kids Matter - Every child and every family has a place in OLQP. We value each and every 
member of our community and to help make this fine community of ours even stronger and 
more supportive we have established a parent Library and Resource centre in the CaCH 
room. 

http://www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/Events/Granny-Smith-Festival


Why not come along on Thursday afternoons to see what Kids Matter, Wellbeing and 
Mindfulness are all about. Feel free to help yourself to resources, borrow books that might 
be useful to you and your family and just share ideas, stories and support. Join Julie Simon, 
Sandra Jones and Anna Alessi tomorrow afternoon just before pick up from 2:30pm in the 
CaCH room. Tea, coffee and bickies always on offer! 
 
The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. 
“The Rosary is a prayer which always accompanies me. It’s also the 
prayer of ordinary people and the saints … and a prayer from my heart”.                
Pope Francis 
 
May we all find time with our families this month to pray, with and through, Mary in personal 
prayer, and to join with others in praying the Rosary. 
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 4. Last Friday, OLQP participated in National Rosary 
Day and all children received a set of Rosary beads that were kindly blessed by 
Fr Peter. As a school, we said a decade of the Rosary together at 10.30 am. 
Also during October each Thursday at the start of lunch the children are invited 
to share in saying a decade of the Rosary together in the Prayer Garden. I 
encourage you to take some time in your busy days to stop and share this 
special prayer with your family. 
 
During Term 3 our Year 3 students of OLQP and other children of the OLQP Parish will be 
making their Sacrament of the Eucharist where they will receive the Body of Christ for first 
time. Please keep the children, their families and the group leaders in your prayers. 
 
I would like to end with the words of Pope Francis “God does not disappoint! He has 
placed hope in our hearts so that it can blossom and bear fruit.” 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 

ICAS Mathematics 
Our final ICAS test results have 
come in for 2017. Congratulations 
to all the students who have 
participated in these challenging 
tests this year. Overall, we had 
students sit 93 individual tests 
across 6 academic areas from 
Year 2 to Year 6. Our students 
received fantastic results with 53 
awards (Merit, Credit and 
Distinction) given to our students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICAS MATHEMATICS 

Name 

Clas

s 

Australian % 

Percentile Award 

Oliver Naughton 2 68 Credit 

Elijah Porfirio 2 55 Merit 

Larry Lewin 3 83 Credit 

Charlotte Salameh 3 93 Distinction 

Zachary Burn 4 80 Credit 

Isabella Chand 4 59 Merit 

Sophie Haddad 4 80 Credit 

Angela Kang 4 65 Credit 

Thomas Naughton 4 59 Merit 

Alexander Trunzo 4 80 Credit 

Mahesh Manian 6 67 Credit 

Lucas Stepcich 6 67 Credit 



 

John Alexander: Fundraising for the Leukemia Foundation. 
Mr Alexander spoke to our students in Week 1 about setting personal goals. He has 
challenged himself to walk 100 km and raise money for The Leukemia Foundation. A 
collection can is currently in our office foyer. For anyone wanting to donate directly to the 
foundation, they can be reached on 1800 620 420 or www.leukemia.org.au 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
Family Educator News 
Granny Smith Festival Street Parade Eastwood, Saturday, 
October 21, 8.30am 
The Granny Smith Festival parade is a grand street spectacular including, classic cars, 
marching bands, local community and school groups. Please remember to RSVP to join in 
the fun and meet me there from 8.30am. NOTE: All students participating are to wear 
their full summer uniform. 
 
Blessing of the Animals Liturgy Sunday, October 22, 2017 3pm OLQP School Grounds 

Please bring along your furry, feathery 
or scaly pets for a blessing in honour of 
Saint Francis of Assisi. We will be 
celebrating the joy of our animals, 
companionship and remembering pets 
no longer with us. If you cannot bring 
your pets, feel free to bring a photo of 
your pet to be blessed. Please keep all 
pets on a leash or in an appropriate 
carrier at all times.  

 
 
RESTFUL WEEKEND “Walking the Way” March 2nd - 4th 2018 

An Invitation to discover our way….. 
Venue:  The Hermitage Mittagong 

Time:   Dinner Friday evening till Sunday lunch  
Cost:  Single accommodation with Ensuite and Meals. Exact cash or 
 cheque to St Charles Ryde School office 
Bring:  An open heart, comfortable shoes and clothes ready for light 
 exercise. 

RSVP:  Please see attached booking form. 

 
The Weekend involves listening to the Body, Mind and Spirit. It is a time for 
REST and to be refueled. Experiences will include input, interactive discussion, 
personal reflection, prayer, meditation & gentle exercise. All experiences are 
invitational and non-obligatory. You may choose to come for your own private 
rest. Robyn Gallagher & Louise Robinson present a beautifully prepared 
program which builds on each year’s foundations. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 
PARISH NEWS 
Sacrament of Baptism - If there are any parents who wish to have their primary school age 
children baptised into the Catholic faith, if they could please contact Judith Morrissey at the 
Parish Office sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966 (Wednesday and Friday). 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
CONGRATULATIONS POPE FRANCIS STUDENTS. YOU DID IT! 
Terms 2 and 3 have been extremely busy for 17 of our wonderful Year 6 students. These 
students have been volunteering their time and using their initiative to serve both our school 
community and parish for the last six months. As we come to the end of the Pope Francis 
program for 2017, I would like to reflect on some of the wonderful work done by these 
students. 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:sacraments@rgcp.org.au
mailto:sacraments@scbolqp.org.au


 

Each time you opened up the library, a student was given the opportunity to share a story, 
play a game or just have a chat with you. Each Wednesday when you rolled up your sleeves 
and helped in the garden, you were being a true steward of God’s creation. As you sat in the 
CaCH room sewing laundry bags, there were soldiers who were about to receive a well-
deserved, special gift. When you served morning tea at mass on Sunday mornings, you 
made someone's day just by being there. For those of you who used your gifts and talents 
operating the church’s AV system, you gave the parish the gift of participation. Without our 
reverent altar servers, our masses simply could not run. Sharing your wisdom during 
reconciliation lessons, not only deepened your faith, but you enriched the faith of others. 
 
To mark the ending of the program, we enjoyed a combined parish mentor session and 
celebration with the students from St Charles. As a group, they reflected upon the journey 
they have made, shared in prayer and finished off the afternoon with some yummy treats 
and a soccer match. 
 
The official award ceremony will occur on Friday, December 1st. Students from across the 
Archdiocese will join together at St Joachim’s Lidcombe for mass and a ceremony which will 
be led by Dr Dan White. 
 
On behalf of the OLQP school and Ryde-Gladesville Parish, Luca, Emily, Bradley, Zara, 
Anais, Angelina, Jake, Phoenix, Victoria, Joseph, Nicholas, Olivia, James, Charli, Jessica, 
Ava and Lucas, I want to congratulate each and everyone of you for your amazing hard work 
and dedication.  
 
Once again, congratulations and thank you for giving up your time to serve our community! 
Please see the students’ reflections in the document attached with this newsletter. 
 
Miss Dzambo 
Teacher Mentor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted. If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as possible. 
 
School Fees 
Term 4 Fee Statements were emailed out on Monday 16th October. Unless you are on a fee 
payment plan, settlement of outstanding accounts by 27th October would be appreciated. If 
you are unable to finalise your account by the end of the school year, would you please 
make an appointment to meet with Miss McGinlay as soon as possible. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
Welcome back to what looks to be another busy term. A reminder that the League Tag Gala 
day takes place Wednesday 25th October at Meadowbank Park. All notes must be in before 
next week if your child wishes to participate in this great day. A huge Congratulations to Lara 
Wisemantel who is participating today and tomorrow in the Mackillop Athletics trials. Can't 
wait to hear how you go Lara. 
 
Good luck to Georgia Andrianakos who will be playing in the Grand Final of the Champion of 
Champions Football competition on Sunday. This is an exciting and prestigious competition, 
well done and do your best Georgia. 
 
 



 

MUSIC NEWS 
Mahesh of Year 6 recently passed his Grade 3 
trumpet exam at the Conservatorium of Music. 
Well done Mahesh! 
 
Congratulations to Stage 3 for an amazing performance at the end 
of Term 3 of ‘Pirates verses Mermaids’ and ‘Famous People Tonight’. 

      

      
Music activities for this term include: 

 Count Us In Thursday 2 November, 2017 

 Mini Maestros Festival Thursday 16 November, 2017 

 Ralph the Reindeer and Lights, Camel, Action! Christmas performances. 
 

Count Us In is Australia’s biggest school initiative. In 2016 more 
than 600,000 students from over 2,500 schools participated 
nationwide. Count Us In brings teachers, parents, students and the 
music industry together in celebration of music and music education. 

The program song for this year is SHINE TOGETHER. The lyrics encourage children to 
shine together no matter where they come from and it’s okay to be a little different. Children 
are encouraged to celebrate who they are and not be influenced by what others think. 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
School Bus Passes 
Applications for 2018 School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) and Term Bus Pass (TBP) 
travel entitlements are now open. 
 
In coming days students who hold an SSTS entitlement and are changing grade bands i.e. 
going from Years 2 to 3 or Years 6 to 7 and changing school, and students whose 
entitlement was approved under a medical condition, will receive notification by email or post 
informing them of the pending expiry of their entitlement. TBP holders will also receive 
notification.  
 
Application needs to be made before 31st December 2017 to ensure their entitlement is 
updated and their current card is not cancelled. If application is made after the expiry of their 
entitlement (31st December) the system will automatically cancel their card and a new one 
will need to be issued. 
 
P & F NEWS 
Only a few days until the OLQP Major Fundraiser! We are excited to announce that Function 
Physio have come on board as our Major Sponsor of the event. Function have two practices 
located locally at Pittwater Road Gladesville and next to the Royal Rehab in Putney. Mena 
Ghaly, Practice Principal and his team are looking forward to supporting OLQP both at the 
Major Fundraiser and beyond. Look out for some great offers for the OLQP community and 



 

of course if you are already a client, make sure you let Mena and his staff know that the 
OLQP community are looking forward to supporting Function Physio! 
 
You may also notice that a "Wall of Thanks" is on display next to the canteen. This is an 
opportunity for us to publicly thank all of the OLQP families and local businesses who have 
so generously donated items for the fundraiser. We really encourage all within the OLQP 
community to support these businesses to show our gratitude for their generosity in 
supporting OLQP. 
 
Special thanks to the class parents who have been busy working with each of the classes to 
create some amazing artworks which will be auctioned off on the night - these are currently 
on display in the Library. The fundraising committee have been working tirelessly for the last 
few months and as a result have secured a fantastic range of items that will be auctioned, 
raffled and won on the night. We have days on boats, restaurant vouchers, sporting tickets, 
concert tickets, amazing hampers, sporting memorabilia and so much more. There will be 
something for everyone and we are really looking forward to a fantastic night. 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 

OLQP Major School Fundraiser 2017 
We are very excited to launch our Year 
6 Photographic Exhibition - ‘My OLQP’. 
Each photograph in this exhibition was 
set up (and where possible also taken) 
by a Year 6 OLQP student. Each 

photograph is of a particular student’s favourite part of our OLQP school and what they will 
miss most when they leave. Our exhibition is titled ‘My OLQP’ as it really is a very personal 
story about each child’s individual connection with our school. In line with this, each Year 6 
student has given their individual photo a title and also written a short piece explaining their 
photo and what it means to them. Our photos are now displayed in the school library and 
ready for purchase orders! Photos do not have the student photographer’s name on them, 
but rather are identified by sequential number – this is to allow for photographic competition 
on the night of the OLQP Fundraiser Dinner, where ALL guests will be invited to vote for 
‘Best Photograph’. 
 
Each framed photograph is for sale at a set cost of $40 each. These framed photographs 
can be purchased by ALL within our school and parish community (duplicates are available). 
ALL monies raised from this initiative will form the Year 6 contribution to the OLQP 2017 
Major Fundraiser Prompt ordering of these framed photographs is appreciated. Final 
date/time to order and pay for framed photographs is at the OLQP Fundraiser Dinner. Order 
form and payment to be handed into school office (order forms and payment envelopes are 
available from school office and also within library). Please write student/family name/class 
and ‘Year 6 Photographic Exhibition Order’ on outside of envelope. 
 
Thanking all within our OLQP School and Parish Community for your support of our fund 
raising initiative! 
Year 6 Students and their families 
 

To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calender 

Dates for Your Attention: October/November 
Term 4 Week 1 Term 4 Week 2 Term 4 Week 3 

Monday 16 
Tuesday 17 
Wednesday 18  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 19 Mini Vinnies Yr 5 Nursing 

Home visit St Josephs Aged Care 
Friday 20 Prayer Assembly Year 1, 

 Ignite 6-8pm 
Saturday 21 Granny Smith Festival 

OLQP Major fundraiser @ Ecco 7.30pm 
Sunday 22 Blessing of the Animals Liturgy 

3.30pm 

Monday 23 
Tuesday 24 School Photos 
Wednesday 25 Playgroup 9-10.30am 

in the hall, Oz Tag Gala Day 
Thursday 26 Moira Kelly Visit 
Friday 27 World Teachers’ Day, Prayer 

Assembly-Kindergarten 
 

Monday 30 
Tuesday 31 
Wednesday 1 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 2 Kindergarten Orientation, 

Count Us In – Australia Wide Children 
Celebration, 
Friday 3 First Eucharist Day of Preparation 
Saturday 4 First Eucharist 5pm 
Sunday 5 First Eucharist 11am 
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