
The Christmas Story’ Competition -  OLQP School Finalists 
 

‘The Christmas Story’ Art Exhibition and Competition 2017. 
Our Stage 3 students have been involved in the annual Sydney Catholic Schools Art Competition. The competition 
involves students from the Archdiocese of Sydney, Dioceses of Wollongong and Bathurst along with Catholic 
students in State Schools. This is an initiative to celebrate and explore children’s creative, artistic and reflective 
ability in expressing understandings of the Christmas Story. All artworks selected for the exhibition will be 
displayed in St Mary’s Cathedral from Monday 4

th
 December 2017 to Friday 6

th
 January 2018. The following 

artworks are those of our school finalists who were selected to be entered into the competition.  

 

Hillary Shayishayi - ‘The Shattered Saviour’. 
 
My artwork, ‘The Shattered Saviour,’ reflects on the passage Matthew 2: 1- 
12, The Visit of the Magi. In my artwork I wanted to create a geometric 
effect to depict that our saviour’s story wasn’t a smooth story. The dove is a 
significant symbol in the church as it represents peace and the Holy Spirit. 
In my artwork I drew the gifts to portray how the three kings were sent from 
afar to find baby Jesus and report back to Herod once they had found our 
saviour. The heart containing Mary and Joseph represents Mary’s and 
Joseph’s unconditional and unending love for Jesus. In my artwork I chose 
to add Mary praying because when the Angel Gabriel came to her, he told 
her that she was going to be a mother. Our Lord was sent to us to bring us 
salvation and bring peace to our lives, that’s why the Magi took a different 
path and didn’t return back to Herod.  
Materials - Acrylic paint, oil pastels 
 .  

Angelina Flevaras - ‘A King is Born’  
 
My artwork, ‘A King is Born,’ is based off the scripture passage, ‘The Visit 
of Magi’. The point of my artwork is to show how important the birth of 
Jesus is in our religious history and show how this was such a joyous and 
beautiful time in Mary’s and Joseph’s lives. My artwork has silhouettes of 
Mary, Joseph and the Three Kings to show they were extremely important 
figures in this part of history, but still not take away from the main focus, 
baby Jesus.  
 
In this artwork, ‘A King is Born’ I have used many different techniques to 
get the right effect. For the sand, sky and back of the stable, I used a pencil 
shaving technique where I rubbed the pencil shaving on the page to give it 
a smooth look. For the hay and the roof of the stable, I used many long 
pencil lines to make it look rough and like hay. For the village I coloured it 
in with a range of coloured pencils and shaded the buildings with a black 
one and for the stars I used white paint to make them look very bright. I feel 
that this was a very important part of history that made people who we are 
today. My artwork deeply influenced these beliefs. 
 

 

Joel Stepcich  - The Journey  
 
"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in 
the East and have come to worship him". The passage I chose was the 
visit of the Magi where the three kings went to find Jesus in the stable. I 
chose this passage because of the faith and strength the three kings 
showed to go that far to see baby Jesus.  
 
This makes me wonder if I would travel as great lengths as this to see 
something as special as this? I wonder why the three kings had enough 
faith to trust their dream? 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Anais Driessen - A Desert Journey –  
Matthew 2: 1-12 - The Visit of the Magi 
 
My Artwork, “A Desert Journey,” is about the Three Kings and the journey 
they took to see Jesus. I wanted to incorporate an ombre or gradient 
effect in the sky to make the Star Of David stand out. It also brings more 
excitement to the artwork, which helps to make the artwork brighter. 
When I was painting my artwork I wanted to make the painting bright and 
colourful, but not too crazy. That’s why I added colourful cloaks for the 
three Kings. To add detail on the sand I added streaks of warm yellow 
paint, this makes the sand look more realistic. I wanted to  make the Star 
Of David stand out, so I made the star gold, and outlined it with a 
shimmery white paint.  
Materials - Acrylic paint and Sharpie 
 

 

Eliza Denton - The Journey to Bethlehem 
 
In the scripture it tells us, “Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low”, this means that people travelled near 
and far just to meet a baby, but not just an ordinary baby - “Jesus”. Jesus 
would have the power to forgive sins and relieve people from their 
troubles. In my artwork I used colourful and bright colours to symbolise 
how Jesus lights up the world in sad times. I painted the scene where the 
three wise men were travelling to Bethlehem to meet baby Jesus after the 
angel came and told them the good news. Your eyes draw attention to 
the bright yellow section because this is where baby Jesus is, just as we 
know from the story the three wise men followed the star to him. I relate 
to this passage because when I am sad there is always someone to 
brighten me up. 
 

 

Serafina Brkic   -  The Journey of the Three Wise Men 
 
“And the angel said unto them, “fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people for unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour.” My art work is based on the 
heartwarming story of the three wise men's visit to baby Jesus. I can 
personally relate to this for when my little sister was born I took a journey 
just like the three wise men. I went to a big hospital in the morning before 
school.  
 
The symbols in my artwork are wings, halo, and all the twisted paths. The 
halo represents that Jesus is as sweet and kind as an angel, the wings 
represent the angel that told the three wise men to follow the star to find 
the baby Jesus and lastly the twisted paths symbolises the rough and 
long journey the three wise men took.  
 

 


