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Lucas Stepcich

During the Pope Francis program, I have done 
many services for the community including my 
favourite, Social Justice Assistant. Me and the 
others there really enjoyed packing the food for 
the Vinnies trucks that go out for night patrol, 
doing this activity has made me aware of how we 
can help the homeless, to be honest I only signed 
up to be a Social Justice Assistant to get the 
hours but in the end I actually really enjoyed it. By 
volunteering in this service I learnt that it is 
possible to have fun and also help people at the 
same time which is very enjoyable. In this service I 
have felt God’s presence by helping the poor and 
the needy in the program, and also just the 
community in general.



Anais Driessen

Completing The Pope Francis Award was a great 
experience because I got to help others and the 
community. Some of the activities I did was 
sewing, board games and AV operator. My 
favourite activity was probably sewing club or 
board games, because I got to spend time with 
my friends. The reason I did The Pope Francis 
Award is because I thought it would be a great 
learning experience and now that I have 
completed all of my hours, I feel very proud.



Joey Obeid

The service that I have chosen is AV operator in 
our Parish. I chose it because I am capable of 
using technology and I thought if I use my 
knowledge for the church, I could help out and 
provide that extra bit to make the mass better 
and more understandable. I have learnt that the 
community is very great full about what we are 
doing or our community. I receive great 
compliments from the parishioners saying that 
we are doing well. I have also learnt that I am able 
to give up time to help the community and the 
school without any issues and I know that doing 
something important for the community. I have 
felt God's presence during the gospel at Mass.



Charli Simon

Completing the Pope Francis award has been a 
great experience with great fun involved. I've 
learnt new skills  and I've met many new people 
that commit to the church every week with no 
reward. Doing the program has been great fun 
and the most fun I had in the program was the 
reconciliation program where we could watch the 
kids in YR3 celebrate and grow closer to God. I am 
glad that I have completed this program as it has 
helped me grow closer to my friends and God.



James Russo

I have completed hospitality service for the Pope 
Francis program. This service is about helping 
serve food and hot drinks after Mass on the 
weekends. I like this volunteer service as it gives 
me a chance to talk to people in my class that I 
wouldn't normally talk to, and people that are 
involved with the parish, it also gives me a chance 
to get closer with the parish as previously I 
haven't contributed much in my school and 
parish. By volunteering for this service I have 
learnt that I am very capable of doing many new 
things. 



Ava Turnbull

The Pope Francis Award Program has been a 
wonderful opportunity to make a difference in 
the school and parish community by helping and 
inspiring others to act along the way. In this 
program I have been able to see and understand 
the effort that goes into masses and other 
religious activities and sacraments. By 
participating and completing this program it has 
inspired me to try my best to make a difference in 
our world. It has also made me realise that by 
helping our community whether it’s a big or a 
small difference, like Pope Francis, we too can 
inspire others and leave our mark!



Bradley Calleija

The Pope Francis service is a program for kids 
who want to help the school and parish. I have 
done many service activities like soccer referee, 
social justice, altar serving and reading to kindy 
kids. I chose the program so I could help out the 
parish by doing things like setting up for morning 
tea at mass, altar serving and children's liturgy 
assistant. I have learnt that helping people can 
have a huge impact to the community and to our 
school. I have felt God’s presence in volunteering 
in many parish and school activities while 
knowing that I have done good  helping out the 
parish and the school.  



Victoria Moulang

I enjoyed doing The Pope Francis Award Program 
because I felt good knowing that I helped people. I 
especially enjoyed making bracelets with Miss 
Alessi on Thursday mornings because we helped 
make over 100 colorful bracelets for the parish 
fate which is going towards helping people in 
Timor leste. Because I completed the program I 
feel very good knowing that I wasn’t being a 
couch potato and I got up and helped.



Phoenix Markham

I like board games because I can show the 
younger students how to play games. I like 
spending time in the library with the Kindy 
students, especially reading with them. I’ve been 
giving up my lunch time to help out and I found 
the program very useful because I have met lots 
of people along the way. I have learnt that I am 
kind, generous and caring about others. I felt 
God’s presence whilst helping out in the library, I 
say a special prayer in the morning before school 
to make sure I have a good day. Something I 
found challenging in the program was 
remembering to bring my log book and getting it 
signed off.



Angelina Flevaras

The Pope Francis Award Program has involved 
me more in the Parish and school community. It 
has been a great way to meet new people as well 
as help out at the church and in school. I’ve met 
new people in the Parish community when 
handing out bulletins and at school just 
socialising with people I don’t usually talk with. 
The Pope Francis Award Program has helped me 
to become a more organised person and take on 
more responsibility. I have become more 
organised by putting dates in my calendar and 
have taken on more responsibility by reminding 
my parents when to take me places, as well as 
remembering the days I need to be in the library. 
This program has inspired me to do more 
volunteer work and as Mary Mackillop said I will 
never see a need without doing something about 
it.



Emily Bortolussi

I choose to participate in the Pope Francis award 
because I felt it would be a good opportunity to 
give up my time and help out. I also wanted to see 
how much I could help out in my school and my 
local parish. By completing the program I have 
learnt that everyone really appreciates what you 
are doing and loves that you are participating in 
this.  In the Pope Francis award  program you 
have to completed  10 in school hours and 10 out 
of school hours in your local parish.



Zara Chand

The Pope Francis Award Program is when we give 
up 10 parish hours and 10 school hours to helping 
others. It has provided me the opportunity to 
make a difference to our community. From 
helping out in the library at lunchtime to serving 
people food after masses on the weekend. It has 
been a great experience that has mainly shown 
me that every little bit counts. It’s also inspired me 
to make a difference to other people's lives and 
be a good role model and kind person. Pope 
Francis tells us to not be young couch potatoes, 
but to leave a mark.



Jessica Smith

I have had so much completing the Pope Francis 
Award, I have learned so many things and have 
been given a variety of opportunities. One of my 
favourite activities to participate in was assisting 
at the reconciliation supper. It was fun firstly 
because I got to hang out with my friends and 
had a great time telling jokes amongst one 
another and secondly because I loved seeing all 
the year 3 students so excited that they had just 
received the sacrament of penance as I was 
when I received it three years ago. I have gotten 
to help so many people via my service hours from 
the kindergartens that I have read to to the 
homeless people I have packed food for. It is really 
nice to be able to give back to my school and 
parish community and I am so glad I decided to 
participate.



Olivia Ross

In the Pope Francis award program I have 
learned so much and had so much fun in the 
process. Sadly I could not complete the program 
as I had to go overseas during the last couple of 
weeks of it. For the weeks / months that I was 
involved in the program, I was  much more 
involved in school and parish events. I particularly 
enjoyed sewing as it was in small groups and our 
products were given to people in need.



Luca Agostino

In this experience I have learnt that to help others 
it is a great thing and by experiencing that it has 
been  great  to make new friends and meet new 
people. I will continue to help through the parish 
and  school when needed. It has been a fun and 
enjoyable experience and I may continue this into 
year seven.  



Jake Jones

The Pope Francis Program has encouraged me to 
go to church every week. It has been a great 
opportunity to make a difference in the school 
and parish, I have assisted by helping the 
kindergarten students read, I have played board 
games with the infants and been a referee to the 
students playing soccer. In the parish I have 
helped Mrs Alessi by handing out the parish 
bulletins and helping with the hospitality. Overall 
the program has been a great opportunity for 
me to be a part of.



Nicholas Perrone

During the Pope Francis Award I have had the 
privilege to do many things for the school and the 
parish community, but my favourite thing that 
I've done during this time was supervising the 
board games in the library on Thursdays. I love 
this as I can play with younger students and/or 
with other supervisors.


