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Dear Parents, 
 
As this is the last newsletter of Term 3, I want to wish all families an enjoyable holiday break over 
the next two weeks. Term 3 has been a jammed packed and exciting term of wonderful learning, 
exciting activities and great community events. However, it is now time for a well-earned rest, to 
remember those that are now with the Lord and to take some time to rejuvenate and get ready for 
the end of the school year. I hope all parents get some time off work if even for only a few days. I 
look forward to welcoming the children back to Term 4 on Monday 14th October in their summer 
school uniform. 
 
Yesterday we welcomed so many of our grandparents to our special Grandparent’s Mass and 
morning tea. It was wonderful to see our children scattered throughout the church sitting with their 
families and grandparents. The children were so proud to share the Mass with our grandparents, 
to invite them into their classrooms and to then drop them off for morning tea in the Library. The 
day was such a special celebration for our community and we are very grateful that so many 
grandparents joined us. Thank you! 
 
I hope parents have noticed that our new parish school sign has been installed on Victoria Road. 
It is fantastic to finally have the sign installed so we can now begin to promote our wonderful 
school to the wider Gladesville and Ryde community.  
 

FATHER/SON MASS 

Thank you to those families that took part in our first Father/Son Mass and supper. A small but 

enthusiastic group of families attended and it was a wonderful celebration of the special bond 

fathers can have with their sons. Thank you to Zac and Graeme Burn who spoke on the night and 

our Family Educator Anne Bortolussi who organised this special event that will no doubt grow 

each year. Thank you all. 

WORKING BEE 

A big thank you to those families that came along to assist at our working bee held a few weeks 

back. It was a great afternoon with all jobs being completed in record time. As you can see our 

school remains safe, neat and tidy for the children. Thank you all. 

DANCE FEVER 

A reminder that our performance night for all Years 3-6 children will take place this Thursday 26th 

September, (Week 10). Our K-2 performance will take place at school on the same day from 

9:00am. I look forward to seeing a large group of parents at both events.  

PERFORMING ARTS NIGHT - CANCELLED 

Due to the timing of events we have decided to cancel the Performing Arts Evening and 

concentrate on the Christmas Concert on the 12th December. We look forward to showcasing the 

children’s talents at this time. 



COMBINED MERCY MASS – OLQP AND ST CHARLES 

This Friday 27th September we will take part in our combined Mercy Day with St Charles. We will 

again come together to celebrate Mass, take part in some fun activities and finish the day off with 

a lovely sausage sizzle before we return to school. Both schools’ P & F Committees will again 

come together to support the day so we look forward to welcoming as many parents as possible 

on the day. Please make sure all parents have returned the permission note stating where your 

child will be dropped off on the day. 

SCHOOL FEE REMINDER 

Parents are reminded that all school fees are now overdue for payment and need to be paid as soon 

as possible. Those families paying by instalments must ensure they make regular payments as per 

our agreement. If you are experiencing any difficulty in the payment of fees, please contact the office 

to organise a confidential meeting with myself. 

PATHWAYS KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 12 

A reminder to all parents that Marist Sisters’ Woolwich and Holy Cross College are our direct 

pathway feeder high schools. Parents may not know that they are in most circumstances 

guaranteed an enrolment from OLQP to these feeder high schools. Both Principals are also very 

supportive of OLQP and continue to nurture and support a high number of our students as they 

progress through their high school years. 

If you are interested in seeking an enrolment in our feeder high schools I very much encourage 

you to take part in one of their open days or speak with the colleges directly. 

Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
CREATIVE DOVES 2019 
Each week a group of our Year 6 students give up their lunch 
times and meet with Mrs Simon and Mrs Smith to come together 
in a sewing group to make necessary items for perfect 
strangers.  Yesterday at our Assembly they presented their 
latest project, individual laundry bags for Aussie Hero Quilts. 
They will be used to provide bags with care packs for Australian 
troops serving overseas. Previous offerings earlier this year 
included rainbow quilts for the Handmade With Love project and 
chair bags for school children in Townsville who had lost 
everything in local floods. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Simon and Mrs Smith for leading this initiative 
and allowing our girls to shine by providing for others. 
 

ATTENTION YEARS 5 and 6 CASPA AUDITIONS 
Don't miss this wonderful opportunity to be part of this talented ensemble in 2020 as Sydney 
Catholic Schools builds toward the celebration of 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia. 
Students can audition in DANCE, DRAMA or VOICE to be part of an amazing showcase event to 
be held at the International Convention Centre, Darling Harbour in June 2020. 
 
Auditions will be held on the following date in Term 4, Week 7: 

 Monday, 25th November 2019 PRIMARY STUDENTS (Year 5 - Year 6, 2020) 
 
Where: Southern Cross Catholic Vocational College, Neich Parade Burwood. 
Time: 5:00pm – 6:30pm. 
 
For program details and registration visit  www.caspaonline.com.au. 
 
 

http://www.caspaonline.com.au/


 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Just a reminder that in Term 4 we will return in full summer uniform. This will include ensuring all 
girls have their hair tied back with navy, black or brown hair ties and no nail polish. Boys please 
ensure that hair is neat and tidy. Please ensure the children do not return with inappropriate 
haircuts. It is an expectation that all children take pride in their appearance and show to the 
community that our school is the place to be. School hat must be worn at all times. 
 
Have a great holiday and I look forward to seeing you all next term. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Maree Simpson   maree.simpson@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

This week we will be celebrating our annual Mercy Mass with the St 
Charles school community which also coincides with the Feast of Our 
Lady on 24th September. The Venerable Catherine McAuley, foundress 
of the Sisters of Mercy, placed her community under the patronage of 
Our Lady of Mercy because Mary is the one who has the deepest 
knowledge of the mystery of God's mercy. Catherine sought to bring 
the mercy of God the Father to all those in need. 

On 24th September, 1827 Catherine McAuley first opened the House of 
Mercy in Ireland and dedicated it to Our Lady of Mercy. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace was founded by the Sisters of Mercy 
(Parramatta Congregation) in 1925.  Fr Edward Gell, the Parish 
Priest, invited the Sisters of Mercy (Parramatta Congregation) to 

staff the school.  The first Principal of OLQP was Sr M Xavier McLenaghan. 

Mercy Day is a special day of celebration and an opportunity for all involved with the Mercy 
Sisters to celebrate and rejoice with Mary, the Mother of Mercy. 
 
On Friday 27th September, OLQP will be celebrating our Mercy Mass with St Charles Ryde at St 

Charles Borromeo Church at 9:30 am.  We would love all parents and caregivers to join us for this 

celebration of Mercy. 

Last week our school community took the opportunity to stop 

and reflect upon the impact that Miss Bini had on our lives.  A 

huge thank you to those parents who took time out of their 

busy day to sit with their children and pray.  Also, a huge 

thank you for the wonderful flowers that you so generously 

brought along to the Prayer Garden. There were many 

extremely moving reflections by the children which came 

from the heart. 

Also a special thank you to the OLQP school community for 

your generous muffin drive donations.  I am quite sure the St Vinnies Night Patrol clients will 

appreciate your kindness and demonstration of Mercy compassion.  

I would like to leave you with the inspirational words of Catherine McAuley. ‘We should be a 

shining light to all those around us.’ 

 

"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 

Emma Lenehan   REC  

 
 
 
 
 



 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Thank you to all the grandfathers, fathers and sons who attended our Father and Son Mass. It 
was such a beautiful celebration of the special relationship between fathers and sons and I felt 
privileged to share the evening with all who came. Next term we will celebrate Mothers and Sons 
and Fathers and Daughters - watch this space for more information in the coming weeks! 
 
Our HSC Care packs have all been packed and sent off to Holy Cross and Woolwich. They were 
all received with so much gratitude. Below are some photos from Woolwich receiving their packs. 
A BIG thank you to Year 6 for the time and effort they put into producing their packs, especially 
their personalised messages of encouragement on behalf of all within our OLQP School 
Community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week we had our Small Steps Anxiety Awareness presentation. Thank you to all the parents 
who braved the wet weather to join us for this very worthwhile evening. Every child deserves to 
feel safe and happy at home and at school. If you have any concerns regarding your child's ability 
to adapt to change, cope with stress or general levels of anxiety; please contact Mr Watkins, Mrs 
Simpson or myself to discuss support options and considerations. If you were unable to make this 
presentation and you would like a copy of the slides, please let me know. 
 
Due to the heavy rain last Wednesday, I unfortunately had to postpone our Playgroup Fire Truck 
visit. I hope to reschedule this visit to Term 4 and will advise all via our newsletter when a date is 
finalised.  
 
A reminder that Ignite is next on at OLQP Parish Hall on Friday 18th October (6:00pm-8:00pm). All 
children in Years 4-6 are invited. Please contact the Parish Office for more information.  
 
Our next OLQP Family Mass is on Sunday 20th October at 9:00am, hosted by our Year 5 families. 
Please note this within your diaries as it is on our first weekend back in Term 4. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all a very enjoyable and relaxing holiday break together. I hope within 
the busyness of life, that you are able to slow down, spend some quality time together and really 
be present as a family. I have attached to this newsletter a flyer regarding some local school 
holiday activities that you may wish to consider. Remember to drive carefully and stay safe.  
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator 

 
SPORT NEWS 
How quickly this term has gone with so many sporting activities and opportunities for our children. 
We have been lucky to have the Tigers visit Years 3-6 who have loved learning the skills of 
League Tag. The children in Years 3-6 will be participating in the League Tag Gala day in Week 2 
of Term 4 on Wednesday 23rd October at Morrison Bay. Notes will go home in Week 1 of next 
term. 
 
Last week Lara Wisemantel represented MacKillop in the regional athletics 
Carnival. Lara did incredibly well finishing 2nd in long jump, discus and shot 
put. This means she will compete in the NSW PSSA State Championship. 
Well done Lara, we are very proud of you. 
 
Please enjoy your break and remember to walk, run and play outside with 
your beautiful children. 
 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

mailto:melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au


 
 
RE QUIZ 
Thank you for all the submissions of your answers for the RE Test Quiz each newsletter. This 
competition is starting to heat up with students from a range of grades emailing me their 
answers. 

A huge congratulations to last newsletter’s winner. Valentina Scuderi from Year 5  

The answer from the last newsletter was C. The genealogy of Jesus. 
 
The final question for this term is:- 
 
We use the word immaculate to describe Mary being:- 
A  Conceived and born free from sin 
B  Honoured as a patroness 
C  Chosen to be God’s mother 
D  Helper of Christians 

Will you be our final winner for Term 3?  Prizes will be given to the first parent, child and teacher 
who emails me the correct answer. All outstanding prizes will be given out by the end of Term 3. 
 
Emma Lenehan REC   emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
CANTEEN 
There will be no canteen on Friday 27th September due to the Mercy Mass at St Charles. 
 
P & F NEWS 
Working Bee – Thank you to all the parents and children who attended the working bee. We had 
grinders, bolt cutters, hedge trimmers, high pressure hoses and lots of elbow grease in action to 
help tidy up around the school to have it sparkling for Spring.  

Major Fundraiser – I encourage everyone to get in early and purchase their tickets for what is set 
to be another great night raising money for our kids. Log on now www.trybooking.com/BDJHD to 
book your cocktail standing spot at the event of the year!  

We’ve had great support from the local business community to help put together some fantastic 
prizes. If you are in a position or know anyone who is in a position to make a donation of any type, 
size or shape please get in touch with me to discuss. 

Mercy Day Mass – This Friday 27th September, OLQP will be travelling to St Charles for the 
annual Mercy Day Mass. Our P&F group together with St Charles will be putting on a BBQ for the 
children. We are looking for 10 volunteers who can help from 10:30am – 2:30pm to cook, serve 
and pack up. If you are available, please get in touch with me.   

Term 4 P&F Meeting – This will take place on Tuesday 22nd October at 7:30pm in the School 
Library  

Chris Voysey P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 

BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS 

We are excited to announce that the Annual OLQP/St Charles Music Soiree will be held on the 
evening of Thursday 21st November (6:00pm-8:00pm). All Band, Strings and Instrumental 
students are invited to perform on the night and it’s a wonderful opportunity for parents to see and 
hear what their children have been learning. More details will follow, however please save the 
date as it promises to be a great night! 
 
Also a reminder to all parents that we are now taking enrolments for Term 4, 2019. If you would 
like your child to learn an instrument next term please contact us at info@bennelongmusic.com.au 
or check out our website at www.bennelongmusic.com.au for more information on what we offer. 
 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au 
1800 788 639 

 

mailto:emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au
http://www.trybooking.com/BDJHD
mailto:chrisvoysey@hotmail.com
mailto:info@bennelongmusic.com.au
http://www.bennelongmusic.com.au/
mailto:info@bennelongmusic.com.au


GRANDPARENT’S DAY AT OLQP 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Dates for Your Attention: October/November 
Term 4 Week 1 Term 4 Week 2 Term 4 Week 3 

Monday 14 School Resumes – Summer 
Uniform 
Tuesday 15 
Wednesday 16  No Playgroup  
Thursday 17 
Friday 18 Ignite Years 4-6 OLQP Church 

Hall 6.00pm-8pm 
Saturday 19  
Sunday 20 Family Mass (Lead by Year 5 

families 9:00am-10:00am 
 

Monday 21  
Tuesday 22 P&F Meeting 7.30pm - Library 
Wednesday 23 League Tag Gala Day at 

Morrison Park Yrs 3-6.  Playgroup 9:00-
10:30am in the Church Hall.  
Thursday 24 
Friday 25  
Saturday 26 P&F Fundraiser Evening 
Sunday 27 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am 

Monday 28  
Tuesday 29  
Wednesday 30 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am 

in the Church Hall 
Thursday 31  
Friday 1  
Saturday 2  
Sunday 3 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am, 
 



 
 
 


