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Dear Parents, 
 
This week we celebrate Mercy Day, the day where we remember Catherine McAuley, the 
founder of the Order of the Sisters of Mercy. It is a time when we pay tribute to the hard 
work, commitment and devotion of the Sisters and people of Mercy for what has been 
achieved over the past 180 years. Their dedication in living out the Gospel, through the 
following of the charism of Catherine McAuley, has made and continues to make a positive 
difference in the lives of so many people.  
 
The Feast of Our Lady of Mercy provides a time where we should cast our minds and hearts 
to a renewed sense of mission, both personally and collectively as people of Mercy. It can be 
easy to get caught up in the many demands of day-to-day living and to lose sight of the great 
needs in our world both globally and locally which require our attention. Often the struggle is 
not in identifying the problem, but in how best to contribute to a solution, particularly when 
there may be others in society who cannot see that there is a problem in the first place or 
even worse see those who are seeking to bring about change as the problem that needs 
solving! 
 

Let us pray to the Lord that our eyes will always be open to not only seeing the problem but to also 
helping to solve the problem. May our words and actions always define us as people of mercy.     

Amen. 
Working Bee 

What another amazing day we had with awesome outcomes from our recent Working Bee.  
Thank you to all those families and staff members that came along on the day to help with 
the scrubbing of our chairs; planting, pruning and tidying gardens; assembling new Literacy 
Centres and trolleys for our classrooms; cleaning out the shed, reinstating ‘Strength’ to its 
rightful place in the garden and shovelling pebbles for our main entry garden. The school 
looks great and it is all down to your efforts. Besides lots of hard work there were lots of 
laughs and new friendships made on the day. A big thank you also goes to the P&F for 
providing us all with lunch and cool drinks throughout the day and for the Year 6 Pope 
Francis Award students for assisting on the day as well.  
 
Summer Uniforms 
When we return to school after the holidays the children are asked to wear their full summer 
uniforms. If the weather turns cool, it is acceptable to wear a school jumper or jacket over 
the summer uniform.  Remember that footwear is to be polished black shoes or white 
sports shoes.  All children must have a hat with their name clearly labelled inside it. This is 
especially important for next term due to the hot, sunny weather. Socks are to be ankle 
socks, not the smaller sports socks.  
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 



 

RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
This Sunday, September 24, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy. As 
this occurs in school holidays, OLQP will celebrate this big event with our second 
annual Mercy Mass on Friday September 22 at St Charles Borromeo Church 
with the students of St Charles at 10 am. All parents and caregivers are welcome 
to join with us at Mass and for the various activities, including a sausage sizzle 
lunch, afterwards.  
 

On Sunday, I had the privilege to attend the Year 1 Family Mass at our OLQP Church. I was 
pleased to see many OLQP families in attendance to support our Year 1 children, especially 
the many Year 6 Pope Francis Project Students who have been committed this year to 
supporting the wider OLQP Community. A huge thank you to Anna Alessi and the many 
Year 1 parents who worked hard behind the scenes preparing the children and supplying the 
goodies for the morning tea after Mass. 
  
I would like to leave you with the words of Catherine MacAuley, the foundress of the Sisters 
of Mercy in her Letter to Frances Warde, October 23, 1837, “May God bless and animate 
you with His own divine spirit, that you may prove it is Jesus Christ you love and serve with 
your whole heart.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Please find below the most recent results for the University of NSW ICAS Test in English. 

ICAS ENGLISH RESULTS 2017 

Name Class Score 

Australian 

Percentile Award 

Year 2     

Oliver Naughton 2 21 58 Merit 

Elijah Porfirio 2 22 64 Credit 

Mia Stephens 2 30 97 Distinction 

Larry Lewin 3 34 84 Credit 

Lucy Mutimer 3 28 56 Merit 

Charlotte Salameh 3 32 76 Credit 

Alexander Teoh 3 32 76 Credit 

Sophie Haddad 3 27 56 Merit 

Angela Kang 3 31 75 Credit 

Zara Chand 6 35 66 Credit 

 

Earn & Learn 2017 
Thanks you everyone for your efforts in collecting Earn & Learn Stickers. 
The 2017 Earn & Learn finished on Tuesday 19th September. Now comes 
the collection of our boxes from a variety Woolworths Supermarkets in our 
area and the big job of counting stickers and sheets. This will be a job for 
some of our new SRC students. We will keep you posted on our final 
numbers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Holy Cross College - Year 12 Farewell Assembly  
This week I had the pleasure of attending the Year 12 Farewell Assembly at Holy 
Cross College, Ryde. Representing OLQP at this event were Diego Bentancur and 
Bradley Calleija. Both these boys will be attending Holy Cross College in 2018. This 
special ceremony involved students from Year 7 - 12, along with the families of Year 
12 boys. Today was the final day for year 12 students before preparing for their HSC 
exams. 
 
Cluster Public Speaking Finals - 2017 

On Monday September 11, OLQP hosted the annual Cluster 
Public Speaking Finals. The event included 8 schools in our 
region. Congratulations to our school representatives: Kobe 
Chand (Stage 1 - My Dream School Playground), Stella Turnbull 
(Stage 2 - Courage is ……...) and Zara Chand (Stage 3…A 
Simpler Life is a Better Life). 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 

 
Family Educator News 
Mini Vinnies say Thank you - Another successful PJ DAY this. All students and 
teachers were like a rainbow of colours and design in their pyjamas. Most 
importantly this day was to raise awareness for the homeless and needy people 
in our city and that we should ‘Together We Can Do Heroic Things’. 

 
The activities during the day were lots of fun which included colouring , playing 
‘House of Cards, Musical statues etc. Thank you so much for the wonderful 
donations, it will be sent to St Vincent de Paul towards purchasing items for our 
clients on the street they will be appreciated. 
 
St Joseph's Aged Care Visit 

Year 4 Mini Vinnie’s members had the opportunity 
to visit St Joseph’s aged care at Hunter’s Hill. We 
all shared morning tea together and then we played 
games, worked on puzzles or reading. It was 
beautiful to see how they connected and enjoyed 
each other's company. The Coordinator of the 
centre was very impressed at how well the morning 

went and how all the residents did not want to see them leave. Thank you 
to the parents who assisted for the morning. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 
PARISH NEWS 
First Eucharist Program - Small group sessions for the sacrament of First Eucharist will 
begin the week commencing Sunday 8 October. You will be in the same small groups as per 
the First Penance program. Enq: Judith Morrissey sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966 
(Wednesday and Friday). 
 
Sacrament of Baptism - If there are any parents who wish to have their primary school age 
children baptised into the Catholic faith, if they could please contact Judith Morrissey at the 
Parish Office sacraments@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966 (Wednesday and Friday). 
 
Year 12 Blessing - An invitation is extended to students, families and friends to attend the 
6pm Mass at St Charles Borromeo on  October 8, where there will be a special blessing for 
those students who are in Year 12 and will be completing their HSC or IB this year. Enq: 
Judith Morrissey sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
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FEE STATEMENTS 
Fee Statements, with balances owing as at September 18, were emailed this week. If you 
did not receive your Statement, please contact the office. 
 
Please note that BPay payments may take between 24 and 48 hours to appear on our bank 
statement. 
 
If you are experiencing financial difficulty and will be unable to settle the account prior to the 
due date, please contact me to make an appointment to meet with Miss McGinlay to discuss 
the matter. 
 
Patricia McGrath 
School Support Officer Finance 
 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted. If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as possible. 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
On Monday 28th August we had the pleasure of being visited by Wayne Harris. Wayne is an 
award-winning illustrator and designer. He won the APA Best Designed Picture Book of the 
Year Award for A Bit of Company by Margaret Wild and for Gordon’s Got a Snookie by Lisa 
Shanahan. In 1995 Going Home was named an American Library Association Notable 
Children’s Book. He has most recently illustrated A House for Donfinkle, written by 
ChoeChoe Brereton. 
 
The children were mesmerised as Wayne read "Gordon's Got A Snookie" and then went on 
to tell them about the planning process for his artworks. He showed the children the 
paintings he had rejected and then redesigned, explaining why he had made his decisions. 
The children learned that it takes about a year to illustrate a picture book! 
 
Miss Bini   Teacher Librarian 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
As the term comes to an end, I would like to compliment and thank our students at OLQP for 
their great attitude, sportsmanship and general good manners throughout this term. Sharing 
your sports stories and fitness steps makes me very proud. 
 
A big congratulations must go to Lara Wisemantel and Finn Leary 
who competed in the MacKillop Athletics Championships on 
Monday. Finn finished 10th overall in his 100m dash, which is an 
incredible achievement. Lara received a Gold medal for discus, 2 
Silver medals for shot put and long jump and a Bronze medal for 
200m. Lara was a try inspiration to all who watched her compete 
today. We are proud of you both. 
 
A reminder that the Oz tag gala day will take place next term, week 
three so keep your eye out for the permission note for years 3-6. 
Enjoy your break and see you all refreshed for Term 4. 
Mrs Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
Just Believe In Yourself 
On Monday the September 18, I went to the Inner West Regional 
Athletics Carnival. The event was held at Sydney Olympic park. I felt a bit 
nervous and scared about competing. I felt like avoiding the competition 
but mum and dad said to just give it a go. So I did.  
 
When I got there, I saw hundreds of people in the stands and competitors 
from all the school zones. I felt even more nervous. 
 
The Field Marshall, in the pink vest, called my event. I lined up on the 
track and the horn went off. I said to myself, “look straight ahead and 
don’t worry about other people.” I pumped my arms and told my legs to 
run fast. I heard people cheering me on, that made me run even faster. 



 

I came third. I was amazed. I couldn’t believe it. My parents were so proud of me. 
 
I learned that I can do more things than I had ever expected of myself. I need to just believe 
in myself. From now on I’m going to give things a go. 
 

By Lara Wisemantel   Year 4 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

 

 

As seen from the above photos, OLQP children participated and enjoyed their Musica Viva 
concert, “Doctor Stovepipe”. Apart from performing many songs with the group, learning 
about how songs are changed and learnt aurally, the children were also able to view and 
hear a rare instrument called a stroviol or phonofiddle. 
 
Our other performances for this term are on Thursday September 21, 2017@ 1.45pm under 
the COLA. Stage 3 will entertain us with their musicals, ‘Famous People Tonight’ and 
‘Pirates verses Mermaids’. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
GARDENING CLUB 
The OLQP gardening club have had a wonderful term getting 
dirty in our organic garden. This term we have planted many 
crops, weeded, watered and fertilised. Our harvest has included 
carrots, broccoli, tomatoes, strawberries, chillies, capsicums, 
beans, kale, spinach and herbs. Highlights have been the banana 
smoothies made using home grown bananas and pumpkin soup 
using pumpkins from our crop.  
 
Special thanks to Gerry and Jimmy, our community volunteers who assist the students and 
teachers every Wednesday in the garden. 
 
Mrs Leah Camarsh   Year 2 Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
What a great turn out we had for the working bee last week, it was great to see so many new 
families come along, as well as many familiar faces. An enormous amount of work was done 
gardening, cleaning, installing new toilet seats, building white boards, shelving, chairs and 
much more. We really appreciate and thank those families who were able to spare a few 
hours, it really showed what great community spirit we have at OLQP. 
 
We only have ONE MONTH to go for the OLQP Major Fundraiser on Saturday October 21 at 
Ecco Ristorante, Drummoyne. The fundraising committee has been working hard and as a 
result we have an amazing array of items that will be up for auction, raffle, silent auction etc 
on the night. Along with the amazing class artworks our children are working on that will go 
under the hammer on the night. The night is cocktail style, so no need to organise tables – 
plenty of food, drinks flowing, a great night out to support our children’s school. 
 



 

It’s going to be a great night so make sure you get your tickets ASAP, you can purchase 
them online at www.trybooking.com/QGZS 
 
Thanks to everyone for amazing support for the P&F this term. Enjoy the holidays and we 
are looking forward to a great Term 4. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
OLQP Major School Fundraiser 2017 

We are very excited to launch our Year 6 Photographic Exhibition - ‘My OLQP’. Each 
photograph in this exhibition was set up (and where possible also taken) by a Year 6 OLQP 
student. Each photograph is of a particular student’s favourite part of our OLQP school and 
what they will miss most when they leave. Our exhibition is titled ‘My OLQP’ as it really is a 
very personal story about each child’s individual connection with our school. In line with this, 
each Year 6 student has given their individual photo a title and also written a short piece 
explaining their photo and what it means to them. Our photos are now displayed in the 
school library and ready for purchase orders! Photos do not have the student photographers 
name on them, but rather are identified by sequential number – this is to allow for 
photographic competition on night of the OLQP Fundraiser Dinner, where ALL guests will be 
invited to vote for ‘Best Photograph’. 
 
Each framed photograph is for sale at a set cost of $40 each. These framed photographs 
can be purchased by ALL within our school and parish community (duplicates are available). 
ALL monies raised from this initiative will form the Year 6 contribution to the OLQP 2017  
 
Major Fundraiser Prompt ordering of these framed photographs is appreciated. Final 
date/time to order and pay for framed photographs is at the OLQP Fundraiser Dinner. Order 
form and payment to be handed into school office (order forms and payment envelopes are 
available from school office and also within library). Please write student/family name/class 
and ‘Year 6 Photographic Exhibition Order’ on outside of envelope. 
 
Thanking all within our OLQP School and Parish Community for your support of our fund 
raising initiative! 
 

Year 6 Students and their families 
 

To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar

Dates for Your Attention: September/October 
Term 3 Week 10 Term 4 Week 1 Term 4 Week 2 

Monday 18 Staff Development Day 
Tuesday 19 Stage 3 ‘I Like Me’ program 
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 21 2pm Stage 3 Musical 

Performance, Yr 5 Parent info night 
leadership 3.30pm 
Friday 22 10am Mercy Mass at St Charles 

Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 9 First Day of Term 4 
Tuesday 10 
Wednesday 11 Playgroup 9-10.30am 

in the hall 
Thursday 12  
Friday 13 Prayer Assembly,  
Saturday 14 First Eucharist 

Commissioning Mass 5pm 
Saturday 15 Family Mass led by Kindy 

Monday 16 
Tuesday 17 
Wednesday 18  
Thursday 19 Mini Vinnies Yr5 Nursing 

Home visit St Josephs Aged Care 
Friday 20 
Saturday 21 Granny Smith Festival 

OLQP Major fundraiser @ Ecco 
Sunday 22 Blessing of the Animals Liturgy 

3.30pm 
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