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Dear Parents, 
 
Mercy Week is part of the Mercy tradition. 
The Sisters of Mercy, our founders, celebrate their special Feast 
Day on September 24; the day Catherine McAuley opened they 
first House of Mercy in Dublin, Ireland in 1827. Every year, Mercy 
Week is scheduled to coincide with this significant milestone.  
Mercy Week provides us with the opportunity to reflect on our 
own mission and values and celebrate that we are part of the 
Mercy community. This year in particular we get to celebrate this 
important week with many different activities - a live theatre 
performance of Catherine McAuley’s life story, Mercy in Action 
which involved the making and selling of lemonade and treats to 
raise money to help those less fortunate and a true community 
event with a great Mercy feel with the combined OLQP and St 
Charles mass with the Sisters of Mercy as our guests. If you are interested in knowing more 
about Catherine or would like to sit with your children and watch a 20 minute video that you 
would all enjoy go to the Circle of Mercy video at –  
http://www.mercyworld.org/spirituality/landing.cfm?loadref=197 
 
Catherine’s deep faith in God who is Mercy, and her experience of the pain of poverty, 
shaped her prayer and, in turn, her prayer shaped her ministry. Mercy spirituality is based on 
this life long journey of discovery of the Mercy of God, which is so often found in the lives 
and struggles of the suffering, the sick, the poor and the uneducated. Like Catherine, we 
pray that just as she did, we discover mercy in our lives and go on to display this mercy 
towards others. 
 

What will you do to be merciful to others, particularly in this Year of Mercy? 
 
Contract renewals 
Over the last fortnight Jed Hayes, our Assistant Principal, and Emma Lenehan, our Religious 
Education Coordinator, have both very successfully been through their contract renewal 
process. We would like to congratulate them on the achievements they have made to OLQP 
in the short time they have been here and the value they add to our school. Thank you to all 
those families and students who took the time to answer surveys and/or be part of a 
discussion group for this process. Your thoughts and insights were both affirming of Jed and 
Emma as well as constructive for their future growth in their leadership roles. 
 
Staff Development Day 

The first day back to school for Term 4 would normally be 
Monday October 10 however this date is the World Health 
Organisation’s Mental Health Day so we have decided to give all 
our students a Mental Health Day and we encourage our parents 
to do the same for themselves! This means that for students the 
first day back is Tuesday 11 October. OOSH will operate on 
site all day if you require child care. You can contact them on 
8571 9744. The staff will also be taking a mental health day and 
connecting with our spiritual side and deepening our understating 
of mercy through participating in our own Mercy Pilgrimmage. 

 
Mental Health Day is the start of something big in terms of our community’s wellbeing. You 
might want to save the date for Friday October 21 from 12:00 noon onwards. Stay tuned 
for further updates … 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mercyworld.org/spirituality/landing.cfm?loadref=197


 

NAPLAN Results 
The students in Years 3 and 5 recently received their NAPLAN results back.  As a staff we 
have begun to analyse these results and compare them with previous years’.  Some of the 
results that we are particularly proud of are: 
 
Year 3 Reading and Spelling - 73% of our students were in the top 2 bands 
Year 3 Writing as well as Grammar and Punctuation saw 66% of our students in the top 2 
 bands  
Year 3 Maths - 100% of students were in the mid to top bands 
Year 5 Reading - 50% of our students were in the top 2 bands, which was an increase of the 
 previous year 
Year 5 Writing - 100% of students were in the mid to top bands 
Year 5 Spelling - 53% of our students were in the top 2 bands 
Year 5 Maths - there was increase in the students who were in the mid to top bands 
 
We will continue to analyse the data in more depth to identify patterns of strengths and areas 
in need of development in order to inform our professional development and the teaching 
and learning opportunities we provide for the children.  
 
Public Speaking  
Last Monday, OLQP hosted our Ryde Cluster Public Speaking 
Finals and as a member of the audience I was blown away at the 
incredible maturity and confidence on display, from Year 1 right 
through to Year 6 students. The speeches we heard from the 24 
finalists were entertaining, informative and highly enjoyable to 
listen to. We are very proud of our three students who went 
through to these finals – Katia Gavljak, Sofia Mancini and Caleb 
Leung. These students presented themselves with pride, spoke 
with great clarity and well thought out ideas. With the quality of the 
speeches from all the students across the different schools I don’t 
know how the judges were able to pick winners. The girls did very 
well, however we especially convey our congratulations to Caleb 
for being the runner-up in the Stage 1 finals, with his speech, 
‘Summer is the best and worst time.’ 
 
Enjoy the time you get to spend with your children over these holidays and the break from 
the daily school routine. Stay safe and we will see you back in Term 4. 
 

  
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This week at OLQP we celebrated Mercy Week where we focused on Catherine McAuley 
the foundress of the Sisters of Mercy. Catherine McAuley promised God that the Sisters of 
Mercy would help to look after sick and poor people in their community and that they would 
provide education for children and young women. 
 
Our week began with a Mercy Liturgy and the launch of our new OLQP 
school song which was written by the children and staff with the 
assistance of SCS’s very talented John Burland and our very own gifted 
Music teacher Mrs Nash. 
 
We followed this by attending a special performance of “A Bright Light in 
the Darkness” by The Blue Whale Theatre which tells the story of 
Catherine McAuley. 
 
A huge thank you to all the parents and caregivers of the OLQP school 
community who gave up their time to either make and or sell “lemonaid” 
and cakes at the OLQP Fundraising Day. It was a huge success.   
 
 



 

On Thursday OLQP will be celebrating the inaugural Mercy Day Mass with St Charles Ryde 
at St Charles Borromeo Ryde at 10am. This will be followed by morning tea in St Charles 
Ryde all parishioners and parent as a sign of Mercy hospitality. Please feel free to join in on 
the celebrations. 
 
I would like to end with the words of Catherine McAuley “May God bless and animate you 
with His own divine spirit, that you may prove it is Jesus Christ you love and serve 
with your whole heart.” 
 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Uniforms 
When we return to school after the holidays the children are asked to wear their summer 
uniforms. If the weather turns cool, it is acceptable to wear a school jumper or jacket over 
the summer uniform. 
 
School Photos  
School Photos were held in week 9. We were fortunate on the day with no rain. Photos will 
be returned early in Term 4.  
 
ICAS ENGLISH 

 Year % Award 

Caleb Leung 2 95 Distinction  

Katia Gavljak 6 94 Distinction 

Angela Kang 3 89 Distinction 

Jessica Smith 5 83 Credit 

Lucas Stepcich 5 79 Credit 

Sophie Haddad 3 74 Credit 

Charlotte Salameh 2 72 Credit 

Elyse Smith 3 70 Credit 

Thomas Naughton 3 61 Merit 

Nicholas Perrone 5 59 Merit 

Hillary Shayishayi 5 59 Merit 

Larry Lewin 2 56 Merit 

Finn Leary 2 56 Merit 

Will Hartigan 3 56 Merit 

 
 

 
MATHLETICS 
The Mathletics 3P Learning company 
have sent us an update on our school 
usage of their Mathletics site. Our top 3 
performing students in 2016 (so far) are 
Maddison Sherry (Year 4), Alexander 
Trunzo (Year 3) and Monet Lobina (Year 
4).  
 
Following are some statistics of OLQP 
usage for 2016: 
● As a school, students have answered 

144,562 questions.  
● Students have achieved 960 

certificates.  
● Students have been logged into 

Mathletics for 114,383 minutes (1,906 
hours). 

● On set tasks, OLQP students have 
achieved 86% accuracy. 

● In Live Mathletics, students have 
achieved 91% accuracy. 

Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Restful Weekend March 2017 
The Weekend involves listening to the Body, Mind and Spirit. It is a time for 
REST and to be refuelled. Experiences will include input, interactive 
discussion, personal reflection, prayer, meditation & gentle exercise. You 
may even choose to come for your own private rest. 
Venue: The Hermitage Mittagong 
Date:   Friday 24- Sunday 26 March 2017 
Cost:   $320. Option One: Early Bird payment $300 by 21/10/16.  
                    Option Two: $160 by 9/11/16 and $160 by 9/12/16. 
Feel free to contact me for further details. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Volunteer opportunity at St Bakhita Centre Flemington.   
As part of our Mercy Initiative for families, I am planning to take a small group of parents to 
be playgroup carers for the Sudanese Refugee Community next term. Our role would be to 
take care of the children while their mums learn English, sewing, computer skills etc. You will 
be required on an occasional Thursday between  9.15am-12pm. If you are interested and 
you have a free Thursday morning please feel free to contact me for more details. 
 
Ignite and School Winter SleepOut 

Last Friday night Ignite was combined with a School Winter Sleep 
out and was very successful. It was an evening to raise awareness 
and reflect on those who are young and homeless.  

Our thanks go to Charlie, Charlotte, Rihanna and Caoimhe 

for their presentation on ‘Hope for Homeless’ from 
Launchpad Youth Community, a not for profit organization 
helping youth experiencing homelessness. All the 

donations of toiletries and special items will be 
very much appreciated. 
 

Our reflection on the evening was based on Mercy and how we 
can help others. 
  
Thank you to the parents who volunteered to help with supervision and serving the dinner. 
Our next gathering will be Friday 21 October 6pm - 8pm at OLQP Hall. Bring $5 and join in 
the fun. 
 
Ryde-Gladesville Parish Faith Formation 2016 

‘Learning about the Catholic faith and growing in our relationship with Christ’ 
Please accept this warm invitation to begin a journey of coming to know our Catholic faith 
better so as to grow in our spiritual life and in our relationship with God.  
Venue: Ryde-Gladesville Parish Centre 2A Charles St, Ryde 
Time: 7pm-9pm, followed by a cuppa (gold coin donation appreciated) 
Dates:  
Wednesday 21 September, 2016 
God’s Revelation: How Can we Know God? 
Wednesday 19 October, 2016 
Pope Francis and the Year of Mercy 
Wednesday 16 November, 2016 
The Gospel of Matthew 
RSVPs not essential, but helpful for catering purposes to admin@rgcp.org.au  
(Parish Office) 9807 2966 
 
Father, your mercy and love are unbounded. May we also be merciful to others. Amen  
 
Mercy Lord (A prayer) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UI4GbBcN8iU&feature=youtu.be  
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
SCIENCE MAKES OUR LIVES BETTER 
Week 8 was another exciting week at OLQP. The aim of this week was to highlight Science 
and the way it has enabled us to live better lives. This has included the development of 
products that have enhanced our entertainment, assisted us with home duties, improved our 
safety and our health including the wonderful life saving advances made possible through 
scientific/medical research. 
 
During the week, students analysed a variety of multimodal resources in their classrooms 
showing them just how we make use of the inventions that science helped to create. 
Students were then encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas through class discussions, 
debates and personal responses. The children were challenged to understand that science, 
maths and engineering (S.T.E.M.) are important vehicles that enable ideas to become 
practical inventions. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UI4GbBcN8iU&feature=youtu.be
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

In support of our Science Week theme, students were encouraged to wear their sporting 
team’s jersey or dress up as scientists. Thank you for supporting your child in this endeavour 
as it certainly enhanced the excitement of the final day. 
 
On Friday, the students were visited by Fizzics Education to develop their coding skills 
through fun interactive tasks. Early Stage One and Stage One worked through a series of 
challenging projects coding Bee Bots (robot-shaped bees) following a path to a set 
destination. 
 
Stage Two and Three were challenged to code Lego Robots to complete set tasks like 
moving up, around and through objects. They learned that robots cannot think for 
themselves and so need humans to instruct their actions. This is done through a series of 
computerised instructions known as Coding.  
 
The students explored and worked 
collaboratively to work as scientists to solve 
problems set for them. They questioned and 
experimented with their ideas and discovered 
new learnings. They made mistakes, made 
changes to their plans and ultimately 
achieved greater understanding and results!  
Mrs Tanya Modini 
 
MUSIC NEWS  
Children in years 4,5and 6 are invited to audition for Dance, Drama and Voice for 2017 
CaSPA (Catholic Schools’ Performing Arts  Program) on Monday 24 October, 2016. For 
more information and to register visit www.caspaonline.com.au 
 
Our Musica Viva ‘The Sousaphonics’ was enjoyed by all and a great opportunity to 
participate and conduct as Sophia and Nicholas discovered. 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

http://www.caspaonline.com.au/


 

Years 5 and 6 will be performing ‘Hoodwinked’ this Thursday 22 September at 2.00pm, 
Parish Hall. 

Find out why Chloe is locked up in a castle, men in tights have ‘wanted’ posters and the 
peasants are revolting. 
 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
GOLF AT OLQP 
On Monday 19th September, some Year 3 and Year 4 students took part in a 
golf workshop. They had a great time perfecting their grip, swing and stance 
 
P & F NEWS 
Ryde Local council have acknowledged receipt of our comments regarding the building 
proposal for access from the school and Westminster Road. 
 
Don’t forget it’s time for a new P & F Executive. Nominations will be called for early next term 
and voting will occur at the P & F meeting in Week 3 of Term 4. 
Chris Hartigan    P & F President 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
There are many activities on in the holidays, just too many to mention them all in our 
newsletter so please take a look at our noticeboard in the playground for anything that may 
interest you. 
 
Glee Club Camp at Concord RSL these holidays. They will be on the 28th & 29th September 
9am to 3pm. More information on notice board. $65 1 day pass or $120 2 day pass. 
 
Pocket Sized Precincts – Holiday activities September 24 till October 9. 
www.pocketsizedprecincts.com. 
 
Ryde Eastwood Hawks Touch Football invites children from 8-15 to play in our junior 
competition on Monday afternoons at Morrison Bay Park, Putney. Details are available 
www.rydeeastwood.touch.asn.au. 
 

The City of Ryde will be conducting a number of Active in Ryde School Holiday programs 
during the upcoming September/October school holiday period. 
 
If you are interested in registering your children in any of these activities, please note 
bookings are essential. We expect all sessions to reach full capacity so we strongly 
encourage you to book early to secure your place. 

 

Dates for Your Attention: September/October  

Term 3 Week 10 Term 4 Week 1 Term 4 Week 2 

Monday 19 A Bright Light in the Darkness - 
Catherine McAuley Show in the Hall 
Tuesday 20 Year of Mercy Holy Door 
Pilgrimage St Mary’s Cathedral 9.30-2pm 
Wednesday 21 Stage 3 Excursion - IMAX 
9am - 3pm, Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 22 Mercy Mass St Charles 
10am, Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 
2.30pm,  
Friday 23 Assembly 2.45pm 

LAST DAY OF TERM 

Monday 10 STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
Tuesday 11 Students Return to school 
Wednesday 12 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 13 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm 
Friday 14 
 

Monday 17  
Tuesday 18  
Wednesday 19 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 20 Kindergarten Mass 9.20am, 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm 
Friday 21  

http://www.pocketsizedprecincts.com/
http://www.rydeeastwood.touch.asn.au/

