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Dear Parents, 
 
Last week all Principals in the Inner West Region took part in a meeting with our Archbishop 
of Sydney Anthony Fisher. The day was filled with prayer and a number of heart felt 
presentations lead by Sherry Weddell who spoke to us about her research and parts of her 
latest book, ‘Forming Intentional Disciples.’ She helped us unpack the journey for us all to 
intentional discipleship. 
 

The following line really stuck with me for the day and I began to reflect on this statement, 
‘Christianity is an encounter with Christ.’ In my discussions with Father Greg I started to 
question whether we really do take the time to actually recognise when we have an 
encounter with Christ? I know Father Greg will always tell the children a story about this in 
his sermons so that the children might relate in some small way and recognise Jesus in their 
own lives. However, as adults in the business of our lives do we really notice when Jesus is 
there with us? Do we as parents actually talk with our children about our own relationship 
with Jesus Christ? 
 

I know Jesus was with me when I sat next to my brother in Church one day. He was dying 
from Cancer and yet the Mass and receiving Jesus through the Eucharist became one of the 
most important things in his life. It provided me with that moment when I understood the 
power of Jesus in Michael’s life even though he was terminally ill. 
 

I know Jesus is with me when I receive that wonderful Kindergarten child’s smile of a 
morning followed by a loving, ‘Good morning Mr Watkins’. It really does bring joy into my life. 
I know Jesus is with me when I sit with troubled children, staff and parents and try but often 
struggle to find the best solution to a problem or difficult situation. He is with me when I pray 
for these people in the hope that these things turn out alright. 
 

As we move forward as Christians in a world that is ever changing and definitely challenging, 
perhaps if we try to recognise Jesus Christ in our lives just that little bit more it may help us 
on our journey to Intentional Discipleship. Perhaps there might be parents who would like to 
share how they have encountered Christ in their own lives. I’d be happy to share these via 
the newsletter in the weeks and months ahead if you send it in to me. Of course, it can be 
anonymous if you would like. 
 

FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATION 
A big thank you to our Year 4 parents, the P & F Committee and the many mums that 
cooked and served for the Father’s Day Breakfast. Also thank you to the Father’s Day Stall 
mums who ensured that the stall was a great success especially as they were asked to bring 
the stall date earlier than expected. It was wonderful to see so many of our dads, grand 
dads, father figures and mums present with us on the day. Thank you. 
 

SCHOOL DISCO 
Our school disco held last Friday night was also a great success with a large number of 
children attending. The organising committee did a fantastic job in providing a wonderful and 
happy night for all concerned and raised over $1,066.  
 
The cold and windy weather although testing for our BBQ Dads they ended up cooking 
sausages underneath the Church in cramped conditions. It also helped us keep the children 
focussed on dancing and remaining in the parish hall at all times.  
 



Thank you to those parents that organised and assisted on the night. 
 

 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Yesterday I had the privilege of watching our Public Speaking finalists compete in the 
Cluster Competition for 2019 against the best public speakers in our region. The 
talent present and the confidence shown by all students was simply inspirational. 
Congratulations to Mia Stephens and Sophie Haddad who competed in the Stage 2 
and 3 competitions at St Therese’s Catholic Primary School, Denistone. They did a 
fantastic job and represented themselves, their families and their school with such 
calmness and pride. Congratulations girls. 
 

 
WORKING BEE 
This Saturday we will be having a school Working Bee from 1:30pm for a few hours. All 
families are very welcome to come along even for a little time to complete some jobs to 
ensure our school remains safe, neat and tidy for our community. Please see Chris Voysey’s 
message later in the newsletter but it would be appreciated if families bring along their own 
gloves and any tools, gardening equipment etc, etc. 
 
DANCE FEVER 
The Dance Fever lessons are coming along very well and with only three weeks to go we will 
start practicing for the Showdance which is always a highlight on the night. A reminder that 
our performance night for all Years 3 - 6 children will take place on Thursday 26th 
September, (Week 10). Our K - 2 performance will take place at school on the same day 
from 9:00am. I look forward to seeing a large group of parents at both events. 
 
COMBINED MERCY MASS – OLQP and ST CHARLES 
On the last day of Term 3, Friday 27th September we will take part in our combined Mercy 
Day with St Charles. We will again come together to celebrate Mass, take part in some fun 
activities and finish the day off with a lovely sausage sizzle before we return to school. Both 
school’s P & F Committees will again come together to support the day so we look forward 
to welcoming as many parents as possible on the day. More information will follow. 
 
SCHOOL FEE REMINDER 
Parents are reminded that all school fees are now overdue for payment and need to be paid as 
soon as possible. Those families paying by instalments must ensure they make regular 
payments as per their agreement. If you are experiencing any difficulty in the payment of fees, 
please contact the office to organise a confidential meeting with myself. 
 
KAR GATE REMINDER 
It is time for a reminder for all parents about the specific organisation and rules for the 
effective and safe use of KAR Gate of an afternoon. The safety of our children, staff 
and parents is always our highest priority so parents are asked to please remember 
that: 
 

 Cars should not pull out after picking up their child until the car in front has left the 
queue. This means 4 cars at a time should simultaneously load up and depart the car 
spots. 

 If your child is not at KAR gate on time (or not present when their name is called) parents 
will be asked to go around the block. Waiting for children is causing other cars in the line 
to pull out unsafely into on-coming traffic. 

 Teachers CANNOT see driver's faces through the tinted windscreens. Family names 
should be displayed, ideally behind the passenger side sun visor or on the passenger 
side window to make identification easy. Please inform the office staff if you need a new 
KAR Gate sign. 



 
PATHWAYS KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 12 
A reminder to all parents that Marist Sisters Woolwich and Holy Cross College are our direct 
pathway feeder high schools. Parents may not know that they are in most circumstances 
guaranteed an enrolment from OLQP to these feeder high schools. Both Principals are also 
very supportive of OLQP and continue to nurture and support a high number of our students 
as they progress through their high school years. 
 
If you are interested in seeking an enrolment in our feeder high schools I very much 
encourage you to take part in one of their open days or speak with the colleges directly. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Thank you for all your love and prayers over the past few weeks with the passing of our 
beloved Miss Bini. I know that her husband, Chris is overwhelmed by the support that he has 
received from the OLQP community. Please continue to keep her family in your prayers. 
 
We have a few busy weeks coming up with our Grandparent’s Mass on Tuesday 24th 
September at 9:20am. We would love to have all our grandparents come and celebrate 
Mass with us, visit to their grandchild’s classroom and enjoy a delicious morning tea with all 
the adults. Please send your RSVP in by Wednesday 18th September for catering 
purposes. 

 Also, in Week 10 on Friday 27th September we will be celebrating our 4th 
annual Mercy Mass with the St Charles community at St Charles 
Borromeo Church. Please come and join us celebrate this very special 
event as we honour the life of Catherine McAuley the foundress of the 
Sister’s of Mercy in 1831 in Dublin, Ireland. 
 
On behalf of the OLQP school community I would like to take this 
opportunity to invite you to come along and celebrate both special events 
with us. 

 
I would like to leave you words of wisdom of Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sister’s of 
Mercy. “If the love of God really reigns in your heart, it will show itself in the exterior.” 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Last week I attended the Mum's Wine and Cheese Night at St Kevin's Eastwood as part of 
the Life Week events. Our guest speaker, Francine Pirola, gave an inspirational talk on the 
juggle of marriage, motherhood, career and family life. Her candid honesty of her own 
challenges was refreshing and reminded us to be kind to ourselves and that we are all a 
work in progress, doing our best! 
 
The timing of Life Week this year within our current state political agenda, has provided a 
wonderful opportunity to pause and reflect on the dignity of the human person, the need to 
protect those most vulnerable and the sacredness of human life at every stage...Jeremiah 
1:5, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart." All 
are invited to attend the 'Stand for Life' rally this Sunday (2:30 – 5:00pm) at the Archibald 
Fountain in Hyde Park. More details can be found within the Parish Bulletin...Truely I say to 
you, as you did to one of the least of these my brethren, you do it to me". 
 
A reminder that all are warmly invited to Mass at OLQP Church on Wednesday 11th 
September at 6:00pm to celebrate the special relationship between Fathers & Sons. 
We ask that all attending please bring a plate of food to share afterwards for supper in the 
School Library (food can be dropped off to the hall prior to the start of Mass). During our 
Mass we will pause to remember and honour all fathers & sons who have passed and 
celebrate the amazing contributions of men within our Catholic faith. 
 
This week I am putting together 'Care Packs' with our Year 6 students for HSC students at 
Woolwich and Holy Cross. This is a really special way to continue that connection between 
primary and high school within our local Parish. I ask that you keep all students, especially 
those preparing for their HSC, in your prayers. 
 



Our Small Steps Anxiety Awareness presentation is on next Wednesday 
18th September in the OLQP library (7:00pm-8:30pm). RSVP 
https://www.trybooking.com/BDYJB Please contact me if you have any 
questions. 
 
Finally, Ignite returns on Friday 20th September at St Charles school hall. 
Please contact the Parish Office or youth@rgcp.org.au if you would like 
any further information. 
 
I wish you all a lovely fortnight - soak up this wonderful Spring weather! 
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator 
 
CALLEIJA FAMILY BIRTH NEWS 
Congratulations to the Calleija Family, Brian and Lesley on the safe arrival of their new son 
Nicholas. The community looks forward to meeting him soon! 
 
CONDOLENCES  
Prayers go out to the Burn family, Zac in Year 6 on the recent passing of his grandfather. 
 
SPORT NEWS 

This week we have the privilege of having the 
development officers from West’s Tigers coming to school 
to teach and develop the Years 3-6 in League Tag. The 
children will be attending the League Tag gala day in 
Term 4 so this early preparation and learning will benefit 
all the children greatly. 
 

Thank you to all parents in Kindergarten and Year 1 for promoting skipping at home, I have 
seen a definite improvement in their skills. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
HERODOTUS CHALLENGE 
Year 4 - On Thursday the 29th of August boys from Years 4 and 5 
attended the Herodotus Challenge at Holy Cross College with Mrs May. 
The Year 4 boys were given the NASA Challenge of designing and 
creating a Lunar Lander containing an egg. The idea was to protect the 
egg when it was dropped from 1 meter, 4 meter and 10 meter heights. 
We successfully completed the task and the egg remained intact. We 
were also excited to win best design on the day for our Lunar Lander. 
 
Dean, Peter, Kobe, Oliver N and Jude Year 4 
 
Year 5 
Congratulations to Year 4 for winning the best design on their Lunar Lander. The day was 
made up of exciting tasks that not only required a lot of effort but needed teamwork to get 
the job done. We were divided into teams and were given different tasks that would 
challenge and test our abilities. Year 5 were given the task by NASA to design a space rover 
that had to be powered by balloons. We had lots of fun and enjoyed working together, we 
also won best design! Everyone enjoyed the experience competing against other schools 
and we placed second overall. Thanks also to Mrs May who was there to assist and 
encourage us all. 
 
Samuel, Cristian, Blake, Caleb, Stanley Year 5 
 
HYPATIA’S CHALLENGE 
The Year 4 & 5 girls went to Hypatia’s Challenge on the 29th August at Marist Sisters College 
Woolwich. It was a very busy day competing against other schools. We were tested on our 
general knowledge, Maths, Visual Arts, Engineering and other subjects. We were grouped 
into teams of 5 and 6 to compete in a series of challenges. Our favourite was the general 
knowledge category.  
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BDYJB
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It was an exciting day and a wonderful experience. Thank you to Miss Guirguis and Miss 
Sapienza for this amazing opportunity to represent OLQP.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mia D, Poppy, Chelsea, Mia S, Ruby B, Helena – Year 4 
Serena, Lily, Ruby, Alice, Migonette, Lyla, Lucy, Charlotte, Valentina, Georgia & Stella – Year 5  

 
KINDERGARTEN GO TO THE FARM 
Maa! Baa! Moo! The animals were making a lot of noise when we arrived at Golden Ridge 
Farm. 
 
Kindergarten had lots of fun learning about animals at the farm. We did lots of great things 
too! We met Roger the rooster and Rebecca the hen. We fed the goats and the sheep some 
bread and grass. We patted the baby lambs and baby goats, they were as soft as a warm 
blanket. Did you know that a baby goat is called a kid? 
 
Then, we milked Sassy the cow. It was a bit tricky but we all got some milk in the bucket. We 
think we had enough milk for one bowl of cereal but we weren’t drinking it because there 
was grass in the bucket, ewww, yuck!  
 
Next we fed some baby lambs and goats their bottles of milk. You had to hold on tight 
because otherwise they would try to snatch the bottle off you, they were cheeky! We learned 
that you had to hold the bottles up straight so the air wouldn’t get in and hurt the animal’s 
tummy. After that we held a baby chick, a duckling and a kitten, not a baby cat, it was a baby 
rabbit! We didn’t know that a baby rabbit was called a kitten. 
 
We had a lovely day learning a lot about farm animals.  
 
Declan, Dante, Grace M, Grace N, Zali & Cristian 

 
 
Stage 3 Go to the State Library and St Mary’s Cathedral 
2.5 million books! 7 million artefacts, 7 black cats and 50 happy students. On Monday, Stage 
3 went on an excursion to the State Library to investigate significant Australians who have 
had an impact on Australian society. We also visited the majestic, gothic inspired cathedral. 
St Mary's is a dazzling and candle lit space that is inspirational to many. Everyone left with a 
smile on their face and a head full of new facts. 
 
Written By Year 5 
 
RE Quiz 
Thank you for all the submissions of your answers for the RE Test Quiz each newsletter. 
This competition is starting to heat up with students from a range of grades emailing me their 
answers. 
 
A huge congratulations to last newsletter’s winner Lucy Mutimer from Year 5. The 
answer from the last newsletter was B. All Saints Day. 
 
 
 
 



 
This newsletter’s question is:-  

 
A prize will be given to the first student and parent to email me the correct answer. 
 
Best of luck, 
 
Emma Lenehan REC   emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
P & F NEWS 
Father’s Day Breakfast & Stall – Big thanks to Diana, Santina, Katie and all the Year 2 
parents for putting together the wonderful gifts our kids gave their dads, and to Bernadeene 
and the Year 3 parents for Monday’s breakfast. I hope everyone was able to spend some 
quality time with Dad over the weekend. 
 
School Disco – Another great night was put on by Jacqui, Emma and all the Year 4 parents. 
The church hall was filled with hair spray, glitter, nail polish and sugar as the kids danced the 
early evening away. 
 
Working Bee - This Saturday is our annual Working Bee from 1:30pm for a few hours. Stay 
tuned for more information which will be published through Compass. 
 
Tickets for Major Fundraiser   www.trybooking.com/BDJHD 
 
Chris Voysey P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
ST CHARLES FETE – This Sunday 9:00am to 4:00pm 
UNLIMITED FETE RIDES PASS – Is now available online!! Pre-
purchase your rides wristband before the fete for an unlimited rides 
pass on the day, this is just $25 per wristband.  
 
Click the link to pre order your pass now: 
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=546503& 
(you can also purchase rides at the fete, $5 per ride or $30 for an 
unlimited pass) 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: September 
Term 3 Week 8 Term 3 Week 9 Term 3 Week 10 

Monday 9 Years 5-6 Excursion to St 

Mary’s Cathedral/State Library, Golden 
Ridge Excursion Kindergarten, Public 
Speaking Cluster Finals at St Therese’s 
Denistone 4:00pm 
Tuesday 10 
Wednesday 11 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am 

in the Church Hall, Father/Son Mass 
6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Thursday 12 
Friday 13 ICAS Spelling Bee and Writing 
Saturday 14 Working Bee commencing at 

1:30pm 
Sunday 15 Family Mass 9:00am-

10:00am,  
 

Monday 16  
Tuesday 17 
Wednesday 18 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in 

the Church Hall, Small Steps Anxiety 
Awareness Presentation 7:00pm-8:30pm 
Thursday 19 
Friday 20 Ignite Years 4-6 Church Hall 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
Saturday 21  
Sunday 22 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am 

Monday 23  
Tuesday 24 Grandparents Mass QLQP 

9:20am 
Wednesday 25 Playgroup 9:00-10:30am 

in the Church Hall 
Thursday 26 Dance Fever Showdance 

Night 
Friday 27 OLQP & SCB Mercy Mass 

10:00am-11:00am & Fun Day at St 
Charles,     LAST DAY OF TERM 3 
Saturday 28  
Sunday 29 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am, 
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