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Dear Parents, 
 
As a staff, this year, in the area of our faith 
formation we have been looking at Catholic 
Social Teaching. For our staff spirituality day 
on Monday we linked this to the ‘hands’ part 
of our faith formation cycle of ‘head, hearts 
and hands’. This meant going out and ‘doing’ 
something. We chose four organisations to 
connect with; learning about and offering our 
skills to, their services. 
 
Some staff went to the Jesuit Refugee Services at Parramatta, others went to Gunawirra at 
Rozelle, while another group went to Exodus Youth Worx at Rockdale and the final group went 
to Catholic Care at Lewisham.  
 
The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) accompanies, serves and advocates for refugees and 
people seeking asylum and other forcibly displaced people in our own country. They offer 
dignity and hope through emergency assistance, temporary shelter, a foodbank, professional 
casework, community activities, employment support, school engagement, legal advice, 
targeted advocacy, and a project to empower women seeking asylum. 
 
Gunawirra, a not-for-profit PBI organisation made up of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
professionals who work side by side for fundamental improvements in the life of Aboriginal 
families, their infants and children. 
 
Exodus Youth Worx is another non-for-profit community organisation who work for young 
people aged 13 - 30 who are facing many challenges such as homelessness, drug and alcohol 
dependency, exclusion from school, neglect and many other forms of abuse. They support 
these young people as they work to turn their lives around to overcome these immense 
personal traumas. 
 
CatholicCare is the social services agency of the Archdiocese of Sydney. They work with the 
community to realise our shared vision of a society in which everyone feels valued and 
supported. CatholicCare services help people to live and thrive at every age, irrespective of 
beliefs and abilities. They help Sydney families with relationships, parenting, ageing, 
disabilities, addictions and mental health concerns. 
 
We all learned a lot from our chosen places, made some wonderful connections and have been 
inspired. Over the coming weeks each group will share with you a little about the organisation 
they went to. We are so very grateful to have been given the opportunity to meet so many 
wonderful people who have been called to serve others. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING FINALS   
On Tuesday of this week we held our school public speaking finals. 
The calibre of the content and delivery, all the way up from our 
Year 1 students to Year 6 was outstanding! Their vocabulary 
choices, presentation skills and self-confidence were amazing. 
From listening to the speeches we learnt why robots are so great; 
we discovered that there are advantages to peer pressure; we 
have a greater awareness about ways to save water and were 
entertained by the younger students sharing their wishes or 



 
 

 

Thank you for helping to raise 

parent’s awareness around 

cyber safety and technology 

use in relation to our children. 

 

My child seems to be 

really engaged and 

enjoying everything 

that is going on in the 

classroom. 

preferred super powers. Congratulations to all those who made it to our school final. You 
should be very proud of yourselves. Sophia Mancini, Charlotte Salameh and Bridyn Mathie will 
now go on to represent OLQP at the interschool final which will be held next Monday afternoon. 
We wish them well and we know that they will represent our school with pride. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS    
Lots of things are happening over the next few weeks before we break up for the holidays. 
Make sure you have marked them on your calendar.  We hope to see you at some of these. 
 
Farmer Friday Fundraiser - Friday 14th September 
Archdiocesan Ignite Faith Day (Yr 5 representatives) - Friday 14th 
September  
Public Speaking Finals – Monday 17th September  
Stage 2 ‘Welcome to Our World’ musical performance – Thursday 20th September 
Dance Fever Show Night – Friday 21st September 
OLQP Inaugural Creative Arts Showcase Evening – Wednesday 26th September 
Mercy Feast Day Mass and Celebrations with St Charles - Friday 28th September 
 
OLQP AND LOCAL CHILDCARE CENTRE INITIATIVES 

Throughout this term we have deepened our connections with two of 
our local Childcare Centres - Acre Woods and Kids Cottage. The 
children from these centres have begun to visit us on a regular basis, 
sometimes mixing in with our children and other times just using 
some of our facilities such as the Library or play equipment. The staff 
and parents of both centres are very grateful to us for being so open 
and welcoming to them and there is an increasing amount of sharing 
of ideas between them and us in making our connections even 
stronger. It has even been reported to us that some families have 
changed or added a childcare day so that their child can come along 

to our school visits. One of the great advantages of having such connections is that our 
students have authentic purposes for various activities we ask them to do, such as having a 
real audience for their story writing as well as for their performances, and they get to practise 
skills that they have been working on such as reading with expression or basic number facts 
through teaching these younger children. We are excited to see over time how these 
connections continue to develop. 
 
GOOD NEWS ABOUT 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay     Principal 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Being CYBERWISE 
Thank you to all parents who attended the Cyberwise Information Sessions last week given by 
Constable Deb Chrystal, our Police Youth Liaison Officer. It was extremely informative and 
Constable Chrystal gave many important suggestions to ensure the safety of your child online. 
One of the most important messages that was loud and clear is that it is your responsibility as 
parents to ensure that your child is using age appropriate material. Some of the social media 
sites and online games the children are talking about on the playground are for children aged 
13 and over. Unfortunately we cannot police this from school, however we strongly encourage 
that you as a parent group make a conscious decision to support us and take your children off 
age inappropriate material. By setting the rules at an early age you will definitely help in 
managing technology in the teenage years. 
 
SOME IMPORTANT TAKE HOME POINTS FROM THE MEETING 
1. Keep technology out of the bedrooms- it is the number one spot for bullying. 
2. Set time limits with your child so that you are in control of the time they are 

on. 
3. Know what your children are using, watching and writing on messaging 

sites. 
4. If you notice a change in your child’s behaviour talk to the school or police 

liaison officer. 
5. Encourage your children to always tell you about inappropriate behaviour 

and report it if necessary. 
6. Charge all devices in one place away from bedrooms. 
7. Set family parameters and know when to say NO. 
 
This concludes our information on cybersafety. If you are concerned and would like to discuss 
anything further, please feel free to contact me or Constable Deb Chrystal from Gladesville 
Police on 02 9879 9699. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 2018 

Congratulations to those children that 
competed in the finals of Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Public Speaking Competition last week. 
Our three judges Ho Young, Rory and Joshua 
from Holy Cross College found it very difficult 
to choose one winner from each stage, as the 
standard of speeches was very high. Our 12 
finalists should all be congratulated on their 
effort and the impressive degree to which they 
all presented their prepared speech on the day. 

All children performed exceptionally well with the final winners being Stage 1 – Bridyn from 
Year 2, Stage 2 - Charlotte from Year 4  and Stage 3 –Sofia from Year 6. These winners will 
now compete in the Cluster finals next Monday afternoon at St Anthony’s Marsfield. 
Congratulations children. Thank you to all staff who have all worked hard to ensure our children 
all had the opportunity to take part and to every child for having a go in their class competition. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
In the readings at Mass last weekend we were invited to reflect upon how we, as Catholics, 
witness the healing presence of Jesus for those who are sick. 
 
We observe a deaf man brought to Jesus for healing by his friends. Jesus is begged to lay his 
hands on this deaf man so that he might be healed. Jesus’ healing power is shown in his 
opening of the man’s ears and the restoring of his speech. 
 
When we take the time to care for others when they are sick, it brings Jesus’ healing presence 
alive in our lives. When we pray for those who are ill, we ask God to show his healing power. 
When health is restored, we share that good news with others. 
 



 
 
It is important that as Catholics we continue to celebrate Jesus’ healing presence in 
our lives by giving thanks to God for the gift of healing and health.  
 
In Week 10 of this term we will be culminating our Mercy Week Celebrations with our 
annual joint Mercy Mass on Friday 28th September with St Charles Ryde at St Charles 
Borromeo Church at 10 am. We would love all parents and caregivers to join us for 
this celebration of Mercy. 
 
I would like to leave you with the inspirational words of Catherine McAuley in her letter to 
Frances Warde – October 1837. ‘May God bless and animate you with His own divine spirit, 
that you may prove it is Jesus Christ you love and serve with your whole heart.’ 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
STAFF SPIRITUALITY DAY 
The Jesuit Refugee Service in Parramatta is an inspiring organisation with over 60 volunteers. 
They work tirelessly to make the lives of refugees in the community better through their mission 
to accompany, serve and advocate. Their hands on services include one-on-one English 
language lessons, legal support, employment support, playgroups, cooking together, 
homework help and a food bank.  
 
We spent most of our day stocking and organising the foodbank. We received and organised 
deliveries from OzHarvest and FoodBank and stocked the shelves and fridges. On Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday JRS will welcome close to 80 refugee families who will be able to 
collect bags of groceries, fresh fruit and vegetables, household staples, toiletries and nappies 
for free. We left the centre with a better appreciation of the struggles that refugees face every 
day living in Sydney and admiration for the volunteers who work every day to make their lives 
better.  
 
Leah Camarsh, Dominica 
Boydell and Melanie Wells 

 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Reminders:- 
Years 2 & 3 Classroom SPaR - Thursday 13th September in Year 3 classroom. All family 
members invited to join us. SPaR is followed with coffee and tea. 
 
Family Mass led by Year 1 including Children’s Liturgy- Sunday 16th September - Everyone 
Welcome. Morning tea served after Mass. 
 
Ignite 21st September - Cancelled this month due to Dance Fever at Homebush. 
 
Children’s Liturgy - Just a reminder that Children’s Liturgy will continue during the school 
holidays on 7th and 14th October. Hope to see you there. 
 



 
 
Save the Date:- 
Blessing of the Animals Mass Sunday 30th September 
Please join us for the ‘Blessing of the Animals Mass’ which will be 
celebrated in the school grounds at 9am. Bring along your pets. More 
details to follow soon. 
 
Father Factor is coming back to Sydney!  
After the success of last year’s events, the Archdiocese of Sydney is bringing Robert Falzon to 
Sydney again 18th – 20th September. 
  
Here is the link to the 2-min promo video: https://youtu.be/xM0_sJurUFg. See the extraordinary 
impact Father Factor has on men and please, share it with your networks! 
  
This year’s events: 
Tues 18th September, 7.30pm, All Saints Parish Hall, 48 George St, Liverpool 
Weds 19th September, 7.30pm, St Charles’ School Hall, 53-63 Carrington Rd, Waverley 
Thur 20th September, 7.30pm, Our Lady of the Rosary School Hall, 20 Vine St, Fairfield 
 
Robert Falzon, acclaimed co-author of The Father Factor, will address the critical importance of 
fathering for success and happiness, provide practical info on intentional fathering and 
recovery from poor or absent fathering. 
 
Parish Social Justice Dinner Friday 21st September 
Our Social Justice Ministry invites you to their dinner: Delights of the Middle East. Why not get 
a group of friends together to make up a table of 8. 
 
When: Friday, 21st September, 2018, 6:30pm for 7pm 
Where: St Charles School Hall 
Featuring a Buffet Dinner of Middle Eastern Cuisine and food from the region presented by 
‘Parliament On King’ (a hospitality organization assisting refugees). Enquiries Alan              
0409 301 779 or Michelle 0411 239 222. Tables of 8, $50 per person, BYO Drinks. Payments 
either via the Parish Office or Electronic Transfer: BSB No. 062 784; Account No. 04495006; 
Account Name Ryde- Gladesville Parish; Reference “Your Surname” 
 
Right to Home Campaign is sponsoring a Ryde Community Forum 24th September 2018 
St Vincent de Paul as part of its Right to Home Campaign is sponsoring a Ryde Community 
Forum calling on governments to deliver more affordable and secure housing. The forum will 
bring together our government representatives: Victor Dominello, NSW Property Minister and 
Liberal Member for Ryde and Cr Jerome Laxale, ALP Mayor of Ryde, Jack de Groot, CEO, 
Vinnies NSW outlining the reasons for the Vinnies Campaign; and Prof Peter Phibbs, 
University of Sydney an urban planner with recent research experience in affordable housing.  
 
Please join us to demonstrate the critical importance of this issue to our elected 
representatives and seek the legislation and remedies needed to address housing affordability 
– one of the biggest drivers of poverty and disadvantage in NSW. Free event with light 
refreshments. For catering purposes, please register your attendance- http://bit.ly/RydeForum.  
 
For more information please contact social.justice@vinnies.org.au OR 4032 3545 
When:  Monday 24 September 2018, 6.30pm for 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Where: Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club, 117 Ryedale Rd, West Ryde NSW 2114 
Topic:  How can governments deliver more affordable and secure housing for people? 
Partners:  St Vincent de Paul Society (“Vinnies”) NSW, the Sydney Alliance and Uniting 
 
“We must often feel weary and tired, yet God brings us through all these things”  
Mary MacKillop 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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Better plan to move 

intentionally into a preferred 

future rather than to merely 

drift into a probable future 

FROM FR GREG’S DESK.. 
Developing our Pastoral Plan – the Next Steps 
Please read the following Parish News article about ‘WHAT IF we plan 
for a better future for our Parish?’ so that you can help in the 
development of our Parish Pastoral Plan. Our aim is to inform the wider 
parish of the agenda, topics and themes that were covered at the 
planning weekend of the PPC at Holy Cross Ryde two weeks ago. We 
want to raise an awareness of a need for reform in our Parish, and to 
invite you all to a broader sharing of perspectives. 
 
As a means of keeping you informed of where we’re at regarding our discussions, a series of 
short summaries of themes will be given by participants at the weekend at all the Masses over 
the next few weeks.  In addition to the information they’ll be giving, there is also the invitation to 
all parishioners to contribute your own expectations and aspirations for a renewed parish. In 
mid-October you will have the option of attending one of two forums at either St Charles 
Borromeo or Our Lady Queen of Peace to explore this further. 
 
We are currently working on the inclusion of a 'Parish Planning' link in our parish website where 
all suggestions and concerns will be gratefully accepted.  I invite your prayers and support as 
we embark on this important project together. You really are a fine bunch of people to serve!! 
As always, your brother in Christ's love, Fr. Greg 

 
PARISH NEWS 

What if we plan for a better future for our Parish? 
Life is full of planning.  First there is the mental creation, 
visualising a desired outcome, followed by the physical 
creation, taking the steps needed to get the desired result. 
Think of cooking a meal, going on a holiday, building a house 
etc. WHAT IF planning is absent in these and a multitude of 
similar situations?  Indifference and inertia rule, results are 
disappointing and good things remain undone  
 
Businesses and organisations that are not constantly taking stock in our world of rapid change, 
and planning accordingly, quickly lose effectiveness and relevance. 

 
The pace of change in society in recent decades especially is breath-taking; 
think of the world of digital technology, including the iPhone unheard of 20 years 
ago; think of same-sex marriage legislation; think of the upheavals in political 
systems…etc..etc. 
 

So too for religion and church, where change is experienced mostly as diminishment and 
alienation. And this when, despite all the material advances, deep down there remains a 
religious and a spiritual thirst in the hearts of most humans. For baptised Catholics these 
yearnings are best satisfied within a community of faith in a fully alive parish. This is our quest 
as we embark on planning to reclaim faith as we face an uncertain future. 
 
There is a convergence of important factors for us  which make the development of a plan a 
priority now. There has been no plan since the amalgamation of OLQP and SCB. After a 16 
year stint by Fr Paul Monkerud as Pastor we are now in a new era with the recent appointment 
of Fr Greg Morgan as Pastor along with the arrival of his Verbum Dei colleagues, Fr Alfredo, 
Brother Dan and Fr Daniele. The Royal Commission into Sexual Abuse has recommended 
(16.7) that Catholic dioceses and parishes review their governance and management 
structures ‘in consultation and participation of lay men and women’, as a call to renewal and 
reform within the church throughout Australia the Conference of Bishops has initiated a 
process of preparation for a National Plenary Council in 2020. 
 

As a background to all these local factors we have the constant urgings of Pope Francis for a 
reformation where a ‘business as usual’ mentality is no longer acceptable in a church aspiring 
to be a transforming presence of Jesus in a confused world. 
 
 
 



 
 
Plans of themselves may have minimum effect unless they are owned and implemented by the 
stakeholders. So, the hope at this stage is that parishioners may welcome this Parish Pastoral 
Council initiative as a worthy project to broaden a base of co-responsibility in re-vitalising the 
life of the parish. WHAT IF we plan for a better future and trust in God? 
 

Reflection & Discussion 1 
i. What are your thoughts and feelings about issues raised above? 
ii.  Think of significant events/developments with which you have had involvement and 

where there was good planning OR poor/no planning. What were some results in each 
case? What learnings? 

 
MUSIC NEWS 

Music News     

 
Year 3, Year 4 and Choir 

present 
‘Welcome to Our World’ 

Thursday 20th September, 2018 
Two Performances in Parish Hall 

12.20-1.20 pm 
and 

2.05-3.05 pm 
 

 
Choir present 

‘Little Red Rockinghood’ 
26th September, 2018 

Two Performances under COLA 
2.05-2.30 pm 

and 
Creative Arts Showcase Evening (26th September) 

 
Leona Nash – Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS 

We are continuing to develop our skills in 
AFL during PE lessons. We are learning the 
many different aspects including hand 
balling, kicking, bouncing and marking. 
Please talk to your children about what they 
have learnt and perhaps get them to watch 
a game over the weekend. They truly are 
passionate about learning everything they 
can about this great sport. 
 



 
 
Congratulations to the under 11 OLQP Doves who played in their Grand Final last weekend. 
Unfortunately they were not the victors but their sportsmanship and determination is to be 
commended. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
WELLBEING NEWS 
“Surround yourself with only people who are going to lift you up”.........Oprah Winfrey 
 
The OLQP Wellbeing team would like to remind parents that we have many resources 
available to support you & your children. These include various books for children on 
enhancing their wellbeing. Some topics covered are managing anger, making friends, feeling 
lonely or scared. We also have some books for parents. Don’t forget about Kids Helpline which 
is available for children if they need to talk to someone other than a parent or teacher. 
 
We also have the number for Parents Line NSW which is run by Catholic Care. This phone 
service offers professional counselling to parents, carers and grandparents. Their number is 
1300 1300 52. 
 
Wellbeing team 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS  
Our Annual Music Soiree took place last Wednesday 5th September with students from  
Our Lady Queen of Peace and St Charles Primary Schools. Well done to all students 
who took part in the evening. It was a huge success. This was the first time performing 
for many students…well done for getting up and having a go. 
 
On another note, we were delighted to be awarded the “Excellence in Education” award 
in the Local Business Awards of 2018. This is a huge honour and we thank anyone who 
voted for us. Our team of dedicated teachers continue to do great work in the 
Bennelong district and beyond. We really do care about the learning needs of your 
children. 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: September 

Term 3 Week 8 Term 3 Week 9 Term 3 Week 10 

Monday 10 
Tuesday 11 Night Patrol Training 
Wednesday 12 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 13 Years 2 & 3 
Classroom SPaR 2:15pm 
Friday 14  Farmer Friday 
Fundraiser & Kindergarten Prayer 
Assembly 
Saturday 15 
Sunday 16 Family Mass led by 
Year 2.  Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-
10:00am 

Monday 17 Public Speaking Finals 
4-6pm Marsfield 
Tuesday 18  
Wednesday 19 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall, Coffee 
and Chat 2:30-3pm in the library 
Thursday 20  Stage 2 Musical 
Friday 21 International Day of 
Peace, Year 2 Prayer Assembly, 
Dance Fever – Homebush 4:30-
9pm 
Saturday 22 
Sunday 23 Children’s Liturgy 9am-
10:00am  

Monday 24 
Tuesday 25  
Wednesday 26 Creative Arts 
Showcase Evening, Teddy Bears 
Picnic Playgroup 9:00am-10:30am 
in the Church Hall, Coffee and 
Chat 2:30-3pm in the library 
Thursday 27 Years 2 & 3 
Classroom SPaR 2:15pm 
Friday 28 Mercy Mass with SCB 

LAST DAY OF TERM 3 
Saturday 29 
Sunday 30 Blessing of the 
Animals Mass 9:00am-10:00am 



 
 

 

RYDE COMMUNITY FORUM: 

Right to Home 
 

It’s time for all levels of government to deliver  

more affordable and secure housing for people on  

lower incomes. 

You’re invited to an evening of shared stories, commitment and action. 

The forum will feature local decision makers including the                Hon. Victor 

Dominello, NSW Property Minister and Member for Ryde, and Cr Jerome Laxale, 

Mayor of Ryde who will be asked to publicly commit to act on affordable housing. 

Come with your organisation, family or as an individual. 

Together we can make a difference. 

 

MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER, 7pm - 8:30pm   

Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club, 117 Ryedale Rd, West Ryde 

 

Register here: http://bit.ly/RydeForum  

FREE event with light refreshments 

Parking available onsite and walking distance from West Ryde Station 

For more information: social.justice@vinnies.org.au or 4032 3545 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/RydeForum
mailto:social.justice@vinnies.org.au


 
 
 

 

 

Sydney is at its best when everyone can afford to live in the 
community, close to jobs, schools and their families. Sydneysiders, 
their families and communities thrive when they know they have a stable 

roof over their heads. Sadly this is not the case for thousands of us. 

 

There are over 60,000 households on the public housing waiting list. Only 
1% of rental properties are affordable to people on the minimum wage 

and the median property price in Sydney is close to $1 million. 

 

There is a severe lack of secure and affordable rental housing for 
moderate and low income households across the city. Growing 

competition for rental properties are causing rents to skyrocket so every-
day people can no longer afford to rent a place to live and have security of 

tenure. 

 

Local councils and NSW government can deliver more affordable and 
secure housing with the stroke of a pen. Housing specifically aimed at 
workers and households on lower incomes, such as those who care for 

our parents, look after our children, keep our streets clean and serve our 
coffees. We need fair tenancy laws that mean families won’t be thrown out 

for no good reason. 

 

Be part of the organised community voice calling for solutions. Decisions 
are made by those who show up. 

 

At our Right to Home Forum, you’ll hear from locals, experts and the 
politicians. Elected representatives will be asked to commit to specific, 

concrete changes that can help solve the problem. 

Together we can make a difference. 

 

 


