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Dear Parents, 
 
This week on Tuesday 5th September, it was International Charity Day. Charity, like the 
notions of volunteerism and philanthropy, provides real social bonding and contributes to the 
creation of inclusive and more resilient societies. Charity can alleviate the worst effects of 
humanitarian crises, supplement public services in health care, education, housing and child 
protection. It assists the advancement of culture, science, sports, and the protection of 
cultural and natural heritage. It also promotes the rights of the marginalized and 
underprivileged and spreads the message of humanity in conflict situations. 
 
The International Day of Charity was established with the objective of sensitising and 
mobilising people, NGOs, and stakeholders all around the world to help others through 
volunteer and philanthropic activities. 
 
The date of 5 September was chosen in order to commemorate the anniversary of the 
passing away of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 
"for work undertaken in the struggle to overcome poverty and distress, which also constitute 
a threat to peace."  Let’s encourage all those we encounter this week to observe the 
message of this day and volunteer or give of our own wealth and belongings to those less 
fortunate than us. 
 

Thank You Lord for the many graces and blessings you have placed in my life. 
I offer You my heart-felt gratitude for Your countless gifts to me each day. 

In turn, dear Lord, help me to be aware of the needs of my least sisters and brothers, 
and to respond to those who are poor and less fortunate 

with generous expressions of charity, kindness and caring. 
On that day Lord, when I finally stand before You to give an account of my life, 

I pray I will hear you say, “Come O good and faithful servant to share your Father’s joy, for 
when you saw me hungry, thirsty, naked, homeless, ill and imprisoned, 

you offered your gifts in charity and you lovingly did it for me”. 
Amen. 

BOOK WEEK 
Last week the whole school escaped from our daily routines with the help 
of some good books. This year’s Book Week was an overwhelming 
success and the greatest thing to come from it is the awareness of how 
much your children value reading. We found out through the ‘roving 
microphone’ assemblies that the children read for entertainment, to learn 
things, to increase their vocabulary, to stimulate their imagination and to 
escape from their day-to-day worries. The highlight of the week for me 
was when all the children escaped to different parts of the school to read 
and their enthusiasm for this and the many requests to repeat this were 
very heartening, as a teacher. We encourage you to help your children 
find time on a regular basis to just sit, relax and read. Not their take home 

readers, not their guided reading books but something that is just reading 
purely for pleasure. Thank you to all those families who got involved with 
the family activities. We hope you enjoyed them and had some fun family 
times together and thanks for your assistance with helping your children 
get their character costumes together for the Book Parade. We would very 
much value your feedback about Book Week. Please see the ‘stars and a 
wish’ slip at the end of this newsletter giving you the opportunity to pass 
on your thoughts to us which will be considered in the planning of future 
Book Week activities. 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
FATHER’S DAY 
We hope all our dads 
had a wonderful day on 
Sunday. The weather 
certainly shone down on 
you all. It was great to 
see so many dads and 
grandads at school on Friday morning for 
breakfast and the liturgy as well as joining the children in 
class for reading. We hope you enjoyed this as much as what the children 
did. Thanks to all the mums who organised, cooked and cleaned up for the breakfast and 
also for those who organised the Father's Day stall. Without your support events like these 
would not be possible.  
 
REVITALISATION UPDATE  
As we mentioned earlier in the year our Revitalisation Project 
aims to provide vibrant and innovative learning spaces that 
enhance learning and teaching. Our desire is to provide our 
students with New Generation Learning Spaces (NGLS) which 
are stimulating, well resourced, agile future focused learning 
environments. Through re-imagining existing OLQP learning 
spaces into inspirational 21st century learning spaces, we aim to 
increase student engagement, welfare and academic performance. We have been fortunate 
enough to be eligible for a grant in excess of $100 000 from Sydney Catholic Schools and so 
together with school funds, we aim to combine the money to develop Stage 2 Learning 
Areas and outdoor spaces. The grant and school funds will pay for the major structural work 
necessary and the P&F are helping with furnishing these spaces, which is quite a costly 
venture. It costs approximately $30 000 - $40 000 to refurnish a classroom. For this reason 
we would love it if you could support the P&F with their major fundraiser on 21st October 
either by coming along on the night or assisting with donations for the event. 
 
Thank you for supporting us in this project that continues to fulfil our OLQP vision of 
engaging, empowering and evolving. 
 

Thank you to all those parents who took the time to write a brief testimonial 
about the school following the request made last week. What you wrote 

was obviously very heartfelt and very affirming. Thank you for your 
support of our school and your partnership with the staff. It's factors like 

these that help to make the gem of a school that we are. There is currently 
an ad on the Ryde District Mothers site if you are interested and further forms of advertising 
are coming. The greatest form of advertising however is word-of-mouth and we would 



 

encourage you and your family to help promote the school in this way to meet the diocesan 
challenge of 5-in-5: an additional 5 students each year for the next 5 years! 
 
PUPIL FREE DAY  
On Monday 18th September the teachers will be involved in a staff development day 
with a focus on Visible Learning. This means that our families are lucky enough to have 
another long weekend. If you need childcare for that Monday OOSH will be operating all 
day on site. Please contact them on 8571 9744 or mobile 0448 600 070. 
 
BAND PERFORMANCE 

Two weeks ago we were fortunate to have the Holy 
Cross band come and perform not only for the whole 
school but also alongside of our OLQP school band. 
The two bands together sounded fabulous and it 
was wonderful to see and hear how far our band has 
come in the last couple of years. We have some 
very talented musicians among us, as well as a 
number of students who have shown that through 
persistence and practice skills really do develop and 
that we are definitely rewarded by hard work. We 
thank Mr Gavin from Bennelong Music and the boys 
from Holy Cross for giving their time to entertain us. 

 
WORKING BEE  
This Saturday, 9th September, we have our annual working bee. We would love it if you 
could spare some time to help out with some general gardening and maintenance tasks 
around the school. It's always a fun day, with children, parents and staff all getting involved. 
The day starts at 8:30am and will go through till approximately 1:30pm. The P&F kindly 
provide lunch for everyone on the day. We’d love to see you whether it be for one hour or 
three. 
 
National Child Protection Week is a wonderful opportunity for 
everyone in the community to think about how we can work 
together to keep all children safe. 
Importantly, we want to remind everyone that: 

 We ALL have a part to play in protecting ALL children. 

 Even small actions can help to improve a child’s future. 

 By building stronger communities, we are creating safer environments for our children. 
 
How can I start playing my part to protect children today (and every day!)?  
• Be a good role model for children 
• Be kind to children, parents (and yourself!) 
• Take the time to really listen to children and believe them if they tell you something 
• Learn about what help services are available so you can support others if they need 
 help 
• Don’t judge other parents and families; remember that we’re all trying our best 
• Look out for all children, not just your own 
• Be a friendly, helpful member of your local community 
• Don’t be afraid to ask for help or to ask someone if they need help 
• Check out the National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 

(NAPCAN) tip sheets at http://napcan.org.au/resource-hub/what-role-can-i-play/for more 
ideas about how to play your part. 

 
As the postal ballot on the redefinition of marriage approaches, Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
has shared with us a short piece that he wrote, “Does Pope Francis support same-sex 
marriage?” You can find his article at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 

http://napcan.org.au/resource-hub/what-role-can-i-play/for%20more%20ideas
http://napcan.org.au/resource-hub/what-role-can-i-play/for%20more%20ideas


 

RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
Two weeks ago, our Year 3 students made their Sacrament of Penance which 
was a special time for all the children involved. Our students were reconciled 
with God for their sins. It was a very memorable occasion and a big thank you 
for all those behind the scenes that assisted with the preparation of the students 
and supper afterwards. 
 
Last week at OLQP we celebrated our fathers and father figures in our lives with a very 
moving Father’s Day liturgy that brought a tear to a few eyes. Thank you to all those who 
assisted in the preparation of the liturgy. 
 
Yesterday we had a visit from Mary MacKillop International with a special visitor Alipio, from 
Timor-Leste. He shared with us his stories about educating the children in his region of 
Timor-Leste with the mobile learning Centre. This is a bus filled with books for children to 
read to ensure that quality education is available for children who might not otherwise get the 
opportunity to have it. 
 
MMI and Timor Leste 
Today we learned about life over at Timor Leste and how Mary MacKillop International (MMI) 
is helping. In 1999 Timor Leste wanted to separate from Indonesia so they could be their 
own country. Indonesia did not want this and sent their army to knock down buildings and 
burn down houses. Timor Leste found this very hard and had to rebuild their houses with 
very little amount of materials. They managed to rebuild their houses and schools but not as 
well as they used to be. The people that came to talk to us were from Mary MacKillop 
International. MMI have done many things to help needy people in other countries. They 
even got The Wiggles to make a song to help bring awareness to the needs of the Timor-
Leste children. 
 
By Georgia and Connor, Yr 5 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis “Jesus is always there with an 
open heart. He throws open the mercy that he has in his heart. He forgives, embraces, 
and understands.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Mathletics – Top Performing Students 
Our top 2 performing students in Mathletics for the year so 
far are: Maddison (Year 5) and Sofia Mancini (Year 5). The 
Mathletics company has just sent through certificates for 
these students plus given an update on our school usage of 
their Mathematics website. Here are some OLQP facts 
relating to Mathletics 2017. 
 
41,749 - How many curriculum activities our students have 
attempted this year. 
348,423 - How many questions OLQP students have 
answered this year. 
 
Public Speaking 
 



Congratulations to all the students who made it through to the OLQP Public Speaking Finals. 
All students displayed poise and confidence presenting in front of the whole school. Our 
finalists (Stage 1) – Kobe Chand (Stage 2) – Stella Turnbull (Stage 3) – Zara Chand will 
represent our school in the Cluster Final on Monday 11th September are: 
 
Semester Two SRC 
Year 2 – Oliver Naughton and Mia Stephens 
Year 3 – Charlotte Salameh and Tommas Riccardi 
Year 4 – Olivia Aloisi and Luke Chater 
Year 5 – Eliza Denton and Conor Sakoulas 
 
Here is a speech that particularly resonated with us 
considering ‘Courage’ is one of our school values. 

 
Hello, my topic is courage. 
Courage is bravery, strength, standing up for yourself,  saying no and involving fear. 
Courage is the willingness to act in spite of fear. 
Courage is the discovery that you may not win and trying when you know you can lose. 
Courage is not having the strength to go on. It is going on, when you don’t have the 
strength. 
Courage is like a muscle, strengthen it with use. 
Courage is looking fear right in the eye and saying: “Get the hell out of my way, I’ve got 
things to do.” 
What may look like a small act of courage, is courage nevertheless. The important thing is 
to be willing to take a step forward. 
Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear. 
Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes, courage is a little voice at the end of the day 
that says, “I’ll try again tomorrow.” 
Courage is owning up for yourself – not letting bullies bring you down. 
Courage is also standing up for yourself.. 
Courage is fear holding on, just that minute longer. 
In conclusion, courage is being yourself in a world that tells you to be someone else. 
 
ICAS Writing 
Congratulations to the following students on their results in the ICAS writing competition. 
 

Name Class 
Australian 
Percentile % Awards 

Larry Lewin 3 63 Merit 

Lucy Mutimer 3 74 Credit 

Charlotte Salameh 3 90 Distinction 

Angela Kang 4 57 Merit 

 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
Family Educator News 
For your diary - PJ Day Friday 15th September, Week 9. 
We are holding a “Pyjama Day” as a way of focusing on and raising 
awareness for the homeless and needy people in our city. All students 
are invited to wear pyjamas on the day (with ‘sneakers’ as safe and 
sensible footwear, and with suitable clothing underneath for practical 
purposes). A note with more information will come home soon. 
 
Ignite plus Sleepout for Years 4, 5 and 6 Friday 15th September 6pm – 10pm 
This night has been combined IGNITE and our annual SLEEPOUT. Ignite will be as normal 
and you are most welcome to stay longer for the Sleepout and join in with extra activities. 
Lookout for the note, coming home soon with more details. 
 



3 Minute Reflection- 
Singing for Joy 
You visit the earth and water it, make it abundantly fertile. God’s stream is filled with water; 
with it you supply the world with grain. Thus do you prepare the earth. The pastures are 
clothed with flocks, the valleys blanketed with grain; they cheer and sing for joy.           
Pslam 65: 10, 14. Take 3 minute of your day for ‘you time’. Make yourself a cup of tea and 
listen. https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/singing-for-joy-start-retreat. 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 
PARISH NEWS 
First Penance Program 

Sacrament of First Penance 
Thank you to everyone who kindly volunteered their time to help and support the candidates 
and families through this special Sacrament. In particular the small group leaders, 
catechists, teachers and students from OLQP Catholic Primary School, singers and 
musicians, priests, those who helped with the supper and the Parish office staff. 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted. If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as possible. 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
On Monday 28th August we had the pleasure of being visited by 
Wayne Harris. Wayne is an award-winning illustrator and designer. He 
won the APA Best Designed Picture Book of the Year Award for A Bit 
of Company by Margaret Wild and for Gordon’s Got a Snookie by Lisa 
Shanahan. In 1995 Going Home was named an American Library 
Association Notable Children’s Book. He has most recently illustrated 
A House for Donfinkle, written by ChoeChoe Brereton. 
 
The children were mesmerised as Wayne read "Gordon's Got A Snookie" and then 
went on to tell them about the planning process for his artworks. He showed the 
children the paintings he had rejected and then redesigned, explaining why he had 
made his decisions. The children learned that it takes about a year to illustrate a 
picture book! 
 
Miss Bini   Teacher Librarian 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
Our Musica Viva Performance is on this Thursday 7th September, @ 
2-3pm in the Parish Hall. As part of the Music Curriculum in Term 3, 
children have been studying these topics: hot jazz, gypsy swing, folk 
music and ragtime Through the performance our students will have 
the opportunity to participate with a professional music group 
(Musica Viva-Doctor Stovepipe) to integrate their knowledge of 
styles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/singing-for-joy-start-retreat
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
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Our other performances for this term are on Thursday 21st September, 2017@ 1.45pm 
under the COLA. Stage 3 will entertain us with their musicals, ‘Famous People Tonight’ and 
‘Pirates verses Mermaids’. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
P & F NEWS 
We had a fantastic turn out for our Father's Day breakfast and celebrations last week. It was 
great to see so many dads and families come along. Special thanks to the mums from Year 
3 led by class parents Pauline and Jo who organised the breakfast that we all enjoyed. A big 
thanks also to Year 2 class parents Bridget and Simone who organised the Father's Day 
stall and the mums who helped. I'm sure all the dad's enjoyed the presents that the kids 
chose. 
 
Finally, don't forgot the Working Bee this Saturday from 8.30-1.30pm. Drop in for an hour or 
stay all day, we would love to get as much help as possible, and we will provide a pizza 
lunch. Look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
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To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar

Dates for Your Attention: August/September 
Working Bee Saturday 9th September 

Staff Development Day Monday 18th September 
Term 3 Week 8 Term 3 Week 9 Term 3 Week 10 

Monday 4  
Tuesday 5 
Wednesday 6  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 7 
Friday 8 Ignite the Faith and 

Evangelisation Day, St Joachim’s Catholic 
Primary School, Yr 4 Reconciliation 
10.15am, Yr 3 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 

Monday 11  
Tuesday 12  
Wednesday 13 Playgroup 9-10.30am 

in the hall, NAPLAN online readiness 
test Years 3 & 5 
Thursday 14 10.15am Mini Vinnies 

members to visit nursing home with Anna 
Alessi, Yr 5 Parent info night - Leadership 
Friday 15 Year  5 Prayer Assembly,  

PJ Day and Ignite Sleep Out Years 4-6 
Saturday 16 
Sunday 17 9am Family Mass led by Yr 1 

 

Monday 18 Staff Development Day 
Tuesday 19 Stage 3 ‘I Like Me’ program 
Wednesday 20  
Thursday 21 2pm Stage 3 Musical 

Performance  
Friday 22 10am Mercy Mass at St Charles 

Last Day of Term 3 

Use the two stars and a wish to tell us about two things that you thought 

were really good about this year’s Book Week and one suggestion for 

future Book Weeks. 

If you prefer to email your responses please use the subject “Book Week 

Feedback” and email to info@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar




 


