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Dear Parents, 
 
The start of this week saw the canonisation of Mother Teresa. In this 

Year of Mercy there is no one better to be declared a saint 
than St Teresa of Calcutta. She was the perfect example of 
how we can be merciful towards others, especially to those 
less fortunate than ourselves -reaching out to them, caring for 
them and serving their needs. 
 
In his homily, Pope Francis described Mother Teresa as an “emblematic figure of 

womanhood” and a “tireless worker for mercy”. He told the crowd: “May she be your 
model of holiness.” 
 
He added: "Mother Teresa loved to say, 'Perhaps I don't speak their language but I 
can smile'. Let us carry her smile in our hearts and give it to those whom we meet 
along our journey, especially those who suffer." 
 
Mother Teresa showed us that we can't all do everything,  
but little gestures made with so much love are what's important.  
 
 
This Week is Science Week at OLQP. The aim of the week is to highlight that science is in 

all aspects of our lives, through the theme, 'Science makes 
our lives better' with a particular focus on Drones, 

Droids and Robots.' Each day the children have 
been focusing on a new aspect of the ways 
science makes our lives better - in our homes 
...with our health ... with our entertainment ... 
with our safety. We have been sharing 
interesting scientific facts and are excited about 

our incursions later in the week involving Bee Bots, 
which explores programming and logic for younger 

children and Lego Mindstorms which is an interactive 
hands-on workshop designed to demonstrate how a robot really works. 
 
The week culminates in a dress up day where the children are encouraged to wear their 
favourite sporting jersey or to dress as something or someone science related. The 
DONATE LIFE network is represented by the wearing of the sporting jerseys and signifies 
the link with how science makes our lives better through helping our health as we discuss 
throughout the week how scientific machines and discoveries have led to medicines to cure 
illnesses and new practices such as donation of blood, kidneys and bone marrow make a 
significant difference to others’ lives. We encourage the adults in the family to go to 
http://www.jerseyday.com.au/, which further explains Jersey Day and encourages people to 
become aware of the DONATE LIFE network and begin the conversation with friends and 
families about organ donation.  
 
Book Week 
Over this past term, Miss Bini has exposed the children to a wide range of Australian 
children's authors. This then culminated in our OLQP Book Week last week. The children 
voted for their favourite picture book and the week culminated in a parade which represented 
the different characters from all these books. Despite the terrible weather the parade still 
went ahead and it was terrific to see such a range of colourful costumes - From hairy nosed 

http://www.jerseyday.com.au/


 

wombats to Captain Cooks, to newspaper hats and babies with blankets. Thanks to all the 
parents and friends who stayed for the parade and for all those who assisted their children in 
preparing costumes. Following the parade Simon French, the children's book author led 
workshops for the different stages across the school. He apparently has sown the seeds for 
a budding bunch of writers. Simon was most impressed with the children's attitudes towards 
writing and their perceptions about what types of characters make an interesting story. 
 
Father's Day Celebrations  
Early last Friday morning a group of Year 3 mums braved the 
weather and came out to prepare a terrific breakfast for our 
fathers, grandfathers and other significant men in the 
children's lives. The breakfast was delicious and considering 
the smaller amount of space available due to the weather, the 
ladies managed to cook up a storm and feed everyone under 
the COLA. We thank them for all their time and effort. It was 
great to see the children take their dads to admire their 
portraits. Lots of laughs were had and we know the dads look 
forward to seeing what they will look like this time next year!  
Friday afternoon the children were also involved in the Father's 
Day stall. They had great pleasure in selecting their ideal gift 
bag for dad and we hope the dads had equally as much 
pleasure in receiving their gifts. Thanks go to our Year 2 mums 
for all the behind the scenes work and preparation involved in 
the Father's Day stall. We hope all our dads had a wonderful 
day with their families last Sunday.  
 
SRC - Semester 2 

Recently students from Years 2 to 6 chose students who would 
represent them on the SRC for this semester, last newsletter 
mistakenly named semester 1 students. Congratulations go to 
Finn Leary, Ruby Holst, Sophie Haddad, Isaac Jones, Robbie 
Riccardi, Sarah Casey, Anais Driessen, Liam Byers, Charlize 
Melhem and Sienna Muga. We know that they are very proud 
and enthusiastic about taking on this role and we look forward to 
their suggestions and input on the council. 

 
Contract Renewals 
Mr. Jed Hayes successfully underwent his contract renewal on Monday. We thank all those 
students and parents who responded to the surveys that were part of this process and who 
participated in the open forum discussions. We are very grateful for your support with these 
processed as it not only enables the future growth of our individual leaders but also of the 
school in general. We ask that if you have not yet had the chance to complete Miss Emma 
Lenehan’s REC contract renewal survey that you do so by this Friday, 9th September. 
Emma's contract renewal will take place next Thursday, 15th September. 
 
Learning Support 
Regrettably Miss Amber Fox, our learning support teacher, has needed to resign from her 
position here at our Lady Queen of Peace. This has come about quite suddenly and is due 
to ill health. We are in the process of filling this position for the remainder of the year and will 
keep you informed. We wish Amber all the best and a full recovery to good health. 
 

  
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
 



 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Two weeks ago the students in Year 3 and other young people of the OLQP Parish 
made their Sacrament of Penance. A time when they can be reconciled with God for 
their sins. It was a very special occasion where all the candidates need to be 
congratulated for the way they showed reverence. A big thank you to all the people 
who worked behind the scenes to make this a memorable occasion for all.  
 
Last Friday we celebrated Father’s Day with an amazing BBQ breakfast and beautiful liturgy 
organised by Stage 3. Again a huge thank you for all those who worked behind the scenes 
to make these events an amazing success. 
 

This year the RECs of St Charles Ryde, St Michael’s Meadowbank, St 
Kevin’s Eastwood and St Therese Denistone and OLQP, with the assistance 
of Anne Ferguson, the Animation Coordinator for the Sisters of Mercy 
Parramatta and SCS Religion Leaders of Learning Leanne Meehan and 
Gabrielle Virgona have formed a Mercy In Action group with the initiative to 
assist an under privileged school. We decided on working with St Ignatius 
Primary School in Bourke to assist with bringing their Year 6 children on a 
Pilgrimage to Sydney 2016 and forge a lasting connection between our Mercy 
communities. 

 
In Week 10 OLQP will celebrate Mercy Week involving our first joint Mass with St Charles 
Ryde on Thursday 22nd September at St Charles Borromeo Church at 10am. More details to 
come in the coming weeks. 
 
Again a huge congratulations go to our Year 6 students on their incredible performance in 
this year’s Religious Education Test. Our top results are as follows,  
High Distinction - Sienna P    
Distinctions - Ava, Katia and Sophie   
Credits - Messina, Marc, Thomas, Nicholas, Thanis, Charleze, Kim and Michael.   
I would like to leave you with the words of the Catholic Church’s newest Saint, Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta. “Let us always meet each other with smile, for the smile is the beginning of love”  
 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
School Photos 
School photos will be on Tuesday 13th September (Week 9). Please ensure your child is in 
their full Winter uniform on the day. Family Photos and Special Group Photo envelopes can 
be collected from the office.  
 
Netball Gala Day 
On Thursday 1st September, students from Years 3,4,5 & 6 
participated in the annual Netball Gala Day at Meadowbank. It 
was a great day all round and fun had by all. A special thank 
you to the parents who gave of their time and assisted as team 
coaches. 
 
Cluster Public Speaking Finals 
Congratulations to Caleb Leung (Yr 2), Sofia Mancini (Yr 4) and Katia Gavljak (Yr 6) who will 
be representing OLQP at the 2016 Ryde Cluster Public Speaking Competition on Monday 12 
September. The event involves 8 schools in our cluster, OLQP will be hosting the event on 
Monday afternoon.  
 
Mind Quest 2016 (Gifted & Talented Holiday Workshops) 
Two day workshops (Sat 12th & Sun 13th November) are being held at Glenwood High 
School for Stages 1, 2 and 3. Flyers are available in our office.  
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
 
 



 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Women’s Night of Spirituality Tuesday 13 September. 
Would you like to join a small group of us going to St Mary’s Church North Sydney 7.30pm-
9.30pm? A few of us will be meeting at approximately 6.30pm to have a quick bite at the 
local Thai Restaurant. This will be an evening of inspiration told in Story and Song. Car-
pooling is available. RSVP no later than Monday 12 September. 
 
Holy Door of Mercy Pilgrimage Tuesday 20 September. 
You are most welcome to join us for the ‘Year of Mercy Pilgrimage’ to the Holy Door at St 
Mary’s Cathedral. Meet at St Mary Mackillop Place coffee shop at 10am. Wear your 
walking shoes & participate in the mercy talk and walk across the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
to Hyde Park (5kms). After stopping for a quick lunch and coffee we will meet at the Holy 
Door of Mercy for a group photo at 12.30pm, then enter into the Stations of Mercy inside 
the Cathedral. We will finish this wonderful day by attending mass at 1.10pm and then return 
to school before 3pm. If you would like to attend but feel you cannot walk from Mackillop 
place let me know to make other arrangements? This will be a great day out for the Soul. 
Please contact me if you require more details. 
 
Ryde-Gladesville Parish Faith Formation 2016 
‘Learning about the Catholic faith and growing in our relationship with Christ’ 
Please accept this warm invitation to begin a journey of coming to know our Catholic faith 
better so as to grow in our spiritual life and in our relationship with God. 
Venue: Ryde-Gladesville Parish Centre 2A Charles St, Ryde 
Time: 7pm-9pm, followed by a cuppa (gold coin donation appreciated) 
Dates:  
Wednesday 21 September, 2016 
God’s Revelation: How Can we Know God? 
Wednesday 19 October, 2016 
Pope Francis and the Year of Mercy. 
Wednesday 16 November, 2016 
The Gospel of Matthew 
RSVPs not essential, but helpful for catering purposes to admin@rgcp.org.au  
(Parish Office) 9807 2966 
 
Ever thought about having an interview with God? Try this one. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=moBvLFbFdJ4&feature=youtu.be ‘Interview with God’ 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
OLQP warmly welcomes Alice Niumata as the new DAWSON colour house captain, I am 
sure Alice will serve her colour house well, bringing plenty enthusiasm and a fun leadership 
style!! 
 
The weather certainly turned it on for the netball gala day last Thursday. 
OLQP students displayed terrific sportsmanship skills throughout the day 
with all team parent helpers having lots of wonderful things to say about the 
children in their team. A huge thankyou to all 11 parent helpers. We couldn't 
have coped without you. 

 
With the end of the netball season came some fabulous news from the 
OLQP Doves netball teams. Congratulations to 10/5s who were runners 
up in their division and to both the OLQP Doves 11's and 12's teams who 
managed to both secure positions in the finals. A terrific 
achievement!! 
 
Special mention goes to Zara Chand and Sienna Pantalone for 
winning the most votes and a special award as player of the season 
within their respective age divisions as voted by the opposition. It’s 
nice to celebrate special achievements as a school. 
Rachel Quinn   Sport Teacher  

 

 

 

mailto:admin@rgcp.org.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moBvLFbFdJ4&feature=youtu.be
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

 
MUSIC NEWS  

Stage 3 and Choir Present 
‘Hoodwinked’ by Margaret Carpenter 

Thursday 22nd September, 2016 
2.00-3.00 pm 

Parish Hall 
All Welcome 

 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
YEAR 3 VISIT AUSTRALIA 
If you are planning a domestic vacation these holidays, be sure to check out Year 3's 'Visit 
Australia' website. https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/visit-austr/. We have been 
learning how to write persuasively and integrated our writing lessons with Geography during 
the first 5 weeks of this term. 
 
CHICKS COME TO OLQP 
Last Monday Kindergarten 
began their Henny Penny 
Hatching Program as part of 
their Science & Technology 
unit for this term. Last Monday 
we received 4 freshly hatched 
chicks as well as 12 eggs that 
hatched over the course of 
last week. We were so lucky 
to be able to watch some of the chicks hatch! We learnt that hatching from an egg is a tough 
and tiring task for a baby chick and it takes a few hours for the chicks to become warm and 
fluffy. We have been caring for the chicks everyday by cleaning out their brooding pen and 
making sure they have enough food and water to keep them healthy. We have loved 
learning about how to care for chicks and we have enjoyed meeting their needs every day. 
The chicks will be collected on Friday and will go to a Free Range Farm. 
 
WORM FARM NEWS FROM STAGE ONE 
In Term Two, the students in Stage One developed a worm farm as part of our Science unit. 
For the past term the worms have been enjoying our scraps from Crunch and Sip and 
vegetable scraps from the OLQP garden. As part of this environmentally friendly cycle we 
are beginning to harvest 'Worm Wee' from our worm farm. Worm wee is the nutrient rich bi-
product of our hungry worms eating habits. 
 
Stage One are collecting Pop Top Juice bottles to store and sell the worm wee 
fertiliser and we would appreciate help from the whole school to collect and reuse 
these bottles. Please send them to school washed and where possible with the 
labels removed.  
 
P & F NEWS 
What a fantastic Father’s Day BBQ, a big thanks to the Mums from Year 3 for organising and 
cooking and cleaning for all of us. Also thankyou to Year two for arranging the gift stall. 
 

We are approaching the end of Term 3 and therefore we are getting close to the time when 
new P & F committee members will be needed and appointed at the Term 4 meeting. 
 

Being involved in the P & F in a direct way has helped me to learn a lot more about how our 
school runs, its challenges and its unique obstacles. But significantly when I was first asked 
to take part I knew only a few of the families in our school and I am now very grateful to say 
that I know many more of you and I am consistently grateful to the people who give time 
each month to create a community which help our kids. 
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Without the P & F we would have a very different school and to operate we need a 
committee. So I ask that each of you who are already active in the various activities consider 
taking on a role on the executive. If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me or 
chat with Lis Burn, Jacqui Perrone or Silva Margossian about what is required. 
 

It is a rewarding experience and you will have ongoing support from the previous committee. 
Chris Hartigan    P & F President 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
There are many activities on in the holidays, just too many to mention them all in our 
newsletter so please take a look at our noticeboard in the playground for anything that may 
interest you. 
 
Glee Club Camp at Concord RSL these holidays. They will be on the 28th & 29th September 
9am to 3pm. More information on notice board. $65 1 day pass or $120 2 day pass. 
 
Pocket Sized Precincts – Holiday activities September 24 till October 9. 
www.pocketsizedprecincts.com. 
 
Ryde Eastwood Hawks Touch Football invites children from 8-15 to play in our junior 
competition on Monday afternoons at Morrison Bay Park, Putney. Details are available 
www.rydeeastwood.touch.asn.au. 
 

 

Dates for Your Attention: September  

Term 3 Week 8 Term 3 Week 9 Term 3 Week 10 

Monday 5 
Tuesday 6  
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 8 Triad Meeting 1.30-3.30pm, 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm, 
Benediction and Exposition 
Friday 9 Year 1 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 

POSTPONED -School Winter Sleep Out 
Years 4-6 

Monday 12  
Tuesday 13 School Photos, Women's Night 
of Spirituality 7.30-9.30pm St Mary’s North 
Sydney 
Wednesday 14 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 15 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm,  
Friday 16 Kindergarten Prayer Assembly, 
OLQP Netball Presentation 3.30pm-5.00pm, 
Ignite & School Winter Sleep Out 6-9.30pm 

Monday 19 A Bright Light in the Darkness - 
Catherine McAuley Show in the Hall 
Tuesday 20 Year of Mercy Holy Door 
Pilgrimage St Mary’s Cathedral 9.30-2pm 
Wednesday 21 Stage 3 Excursion - IMAX 
9am - 3pm, Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 22 Mercy Mass St Charles 10am, 
Prayers on Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm,  
Friday 23 Assembly 2.45pm 

LAST DAY OF TERM 
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