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Dear Parents, 
 
Yesterday, Sydney Catholic Schools’ principals were very fortunate to hear Kurt Fearnley 
speak at out Archdiocesan meeting. Kurt is an Australian Paralympian medallist, a world 
wheelchair marathoner, a conqueror of the Kokoda Track, crew member on a winning Sydney - 
Hobart yacht, is an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) and is a disability rights advocate and 
a dad. 
 
His story, particularly of growing up in country New South Wales, 
was awe inspiring and heart-warming. Amongst a number of things 
Kurt spoke of was his belief that there is never any shame in 
asking for help. He believes that you can do a lot more when you 
share the burden and you do things as a team with the support of 
others. He believes in risks and sees risks as something beautiful. 
He said that if the disabled don’t have risks then you’re doing them 
a disservice. Likewise, he believes in struggle and says that we 
all benefit from struggle and that every kid deserves to experience 
struggle. Resilience is built this way and you come out knowing 
you are strong and unique. He uses his inner voice to constantly, 
and fiercely, tell himself, “I am strong. I can win. I can do it!” 
 
He also spoke very passionately about inclusion. Inclusion is for all those who may be different. 
These differences could be in the form of impaired mobility, sight or hearing or medical 
conditions and various other conditions such as ASD and Aspergers. In his view we need to 
see disability as the opportunity for conversations and to not allow policy to get in the way 
unnecessarily or in a discriminatory manner. 
 
If you have the opportunity to read one of his books, “Pushing the Limits” or “How a Boy from 
the Bush Conquered the World” or hear him speak, take it, for I am sure you will be as inspired 
as we were. 

 
"There were tears streaming down my face, but I drove myself on, screaming, ‘Who are you? 
Who are you?’ The words seemed to be coming from somewhere else, as if it was someone 
else ripping into me. And each time the answer that kept bouncing around my mind was just: ‘I 
am someone who will never stop. Someone who will never give up. Ever." - Kurt, after the New 
York marathon in 2011 
 
What a jam packed few weeks we have had here at OLQP. We have celebrated Science 
Week, been entertained with the NED show, joined with the Year 3 students in receiving the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time and celebrated finding treasures in books for 
Book Week. 
 
RECONCILIATION 
At Reconciliation Father Greg shared a story of when he was in Ireland a fellow priest carried a 
lamb that had been separated from its mother back across the river and reunited them. He 
explained how, when we receive Reconciliation we feel as incredibly happy as this lamb and its 
mother did when they were brought together again. Just as the priest reunited the lamb and its 
mother, Reconciliation unites us in the same way with God. It is a lovely, simple analogy yet so 
powerful. To see the smiles on the faces of the students as they returned to their seats 
definitely left no doubt in anyone’s mind that what Fr Greg said was true. He encouraged all of 
us to see reconciliation in this way and to avail ourselves of this very beautiful sacrament. 
 
 



NED 
The recent NED show focused on teaching three critical skills through 
the story of a loveable cartoon character NED®. It is designed to give 
students the tools they need to become Champions at school and in 
life. NED’s name serves as an acronym that makes the message easy 
to remember – Never Give Up, Encourage Others and Do Your Best®. 
 
We experienced an engaging performance that focused on the 
importance of persistence, kindness, diligence and excellence. 
Humour, audience participation, storytelling and amazing yo-yo tricks 
all combined to make it a truly NEDucational experience. 
 
A number of our children purchased yo-yos over the last two weeks and this helps to sustain 
the program throughout schools in a ‘pay it forward’ manner so that there is no performance 
fee for anyone. If you would like to know more about NED and get involved with some fun 
activities with your children go to:  http://www.thenedshow.com/parent_resources.html. 
 
SCIENCE WEEK 

Throughout Science Week we were in the midst of many 
great ‘Game Changers and Change Makers’ such as: 
Marie Curie, Thomas Edison, Louis Pasteur, the Wright 
Brothers, Isaac Newton and many more. We also 
engaged in a number of interesting Science experiments 
and many students took part in a Science Week Design 
and Make Challenge. The incredible thing about most of 
the entries in the challenge is that students designed 
things that meet a need that various people have rather 
than just pure outlandish or luxurious items. It was very 
heart-warming and reassuring to see, as it demonstrates 
the consideration and compassion our children have for 
others. 

 
BOOK WEEK 

This year’s Book Week theme was ‘Find Your 
Treasure’. It was apparent at our Character 

Parade that many of our students and staff have found many 
treasures among the pages of books. There were lots of laughs and 
interest in who everyone was dressed as and we thank all the 
parents who assisted their children in preparing their costumes. It 
was wonderful to have the children from Kids Cottage join in our 
parade. The Book Week celebrations continued throughout the 
week with a book treasure hunt and escaping to various parts of the 
school to read our treasures. We then rounded off the week with a 
Poetry Slam competition and a gift of a book to each class. We 
hope our children continue to find treasures in books throughout 
their whole lives. 
 
HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 
As you will see when you read Emma Lenehan‘s RE section we are very pleased with our Year 
6 students’ Religious Education test results. These results have significantly improved over the 
last four years. Of special note is Daniel Allshorn who achieved a High Distinction. Dr Dan 
White, SCS Executive Director, has personally signed a gold letter of congratulations for him 
on this great achievement. We applaud Daniel for all his efforts and positive attitude towards 
his learning in RE. 
 
 

http://www.thenedshow.com/parent_resources.html


STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
Don’t forget that Monday 10th September is our Staff Spirituality Day. The students do not 
come to school on this day. If you need child care OOSH will be operating on site for the whole 
day. You can contact them 0448 600 070.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Farmer Friday 
We are all very aware of the plight of our farmers and the drought situation across our country 
and as a community we would like to help support the need for aid. We have been planning a 
fundraiser for these for these farming families. We spoke at our recent P&F meeting about this, 
with both parents and staff saying that not only did we want to raise funds but to also have our 
students connect on a personal level with these farming communities. Our plan is to have 
‘Farmer Friday’ on Friday 14th September where we ask the children to come dressed as 
farmers, farm animals or perhaps even something you find on a farm. The children throughout 
the day will engage in a range of fun farm based activities, such as ‘collecting the eggs’, 
‘rounding up the sheep’, making butter and ‘milking the cows’ along with a bit of Boot Scootin’. 
For all this we ask them to bring a donation of five dollars each to support the drought relief 
cause. There will also be a Cake Stall on the day, no doubt with lots of farmyard themed treats. 
The children are encouraged to bring some additional money along to purchase these.  
Part of our fundraising initiative will also be to create a simple piece of artwork with a personal 
message that will be sent with our donations to the farmers in the Bourke region. Our sister 
Mercy school in Bourke is planning on organising a barbecue for the farmers of that area and 
with our donations and those of some of our neighbouring Mercy schools. Care packs with 
vouchers will be presented to the farmers. If your family wishes to make a more substantial 
donation you are more than welcome to or are invited to purchase gift cards such as Eftpos or 
Visa cards that we can send with our donations. These are the best type of gift cards as they 
can be used in the businesses in the area since it is not only the farmers who are suffering but 
also the local business owners. We thank you for your support for this most worthy cause. 
 
Creative Arts Showcase 
We plan to celebrate the end of Term 3 showcasing the Creative Arts talents of our students. 
There will be an art gallery exhibition; music, drama and public speaking performances and all 
this will be topped off by a Dance Fever performance as well. A separate flyer with all the 
details will be coming home shortly. Remember to save the date: Week 10 Wednesday 26th 
September. 
 
Happy Father’s Day to all our dads. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay     Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 

IMPORTANT PARENT SESSIONS  

Being CYBERWISE 

PRESENTED BY SENIOR CONSTABLE DEB CHRYSTAL 
OUR POLICE YOUTH LIAISON OFFICER 

 

TUESDAY   4th SEPTEMBER   6.30pm   St Charles School Hall.   

THURSDAY 6th SEPTEMBER  9.30am    

Our Lady Queen of Peace Gladesville Byron Library. 

Please rsvp to the Office info@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au  

mailto:info@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au


 
Last week Constable Chrystal visited Our Lady Queen of Peace and spoke with our Years 3-6 
children about Cyber safety. It was a great reminder for our children about using all IT devices 
properly. Constable Chrystal will also be presenting two workshops for parents on the evening 
of Tuesday 4th September at 6.30pm in St Charles School Hall, and again on Thursday 6th 
September at 9.30am at Our Lady Queen of Peace Gladesville in the School Library. We 
highly recommend these workshops for parents, particularly parents of students in Years 3-6.  
Please RSVP to the Office info@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au with the session you 
will be attending. 
 
DANCE FEVER 
A reminder that the dance evening has been scheduled for Friday 21st September (Week 9). 
All Years 3 to 6 students need to return the Dance Fever reply slip as soon as possible so that 
we can be clear with our numbers attending. Tickets will be available via Trybooking from 9am 
on 1st September.  
 
HYPATIA & HERODOTUS CHALLENGE 
Once again, we are very proud of our girls and boys that took part in the Hypatia and 
Herodotus challenges that took part at Woolwich and Holy Cross last Thursday. Our teams all 
competed extremely well and had an extremely enjoyable day of learning. Congratulations to 
each child that took part. Well done. 

 

Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Last week our Year 3 students, along with other young people of our 
parish made their Sacrament of Penance. During the Sacrament of 
Penance, we are reconciled with God for our sins. This was a very 
special event within the lives of our Year 3 students as they start to 
prepare themselves for receiving the Body and Blood of Jesus in the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist, which will take place early Term 4. 

 
A lot of work went on behind the scenes to make this night memorable for 
our students. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who 
helped to prepare the children for this sacrament as well as the Year 6 
Pope Francis Award Candidates who assisted with hospitality on the night 
and the amazing mothers who worked tirelessly in the canteen preparing, 
serving and cleaning up after the supper 
 

mailto:info@olqpgladesville.catholic.edu.au


In Week 7 of last term our Year 6 students sat the Religious Knowledge Test, set by Sydney 
Catholic Schools, which is based on the Religious Curriculum taught from K-6. We are very 
proud of the great gains our students have made in Religious Education over the past 4 years. 
In 2015 we were 6.1 behind the Sydney Archdiocesan average. This year we are 1.1 behind 
the average. We are looking forward to the day that we make, or even better the average.  Our 
current Year 5s have accepted the challenge to see if they can be the ones to do it! 
 
Congratulations go to all our Year 6 students for their incredible performance in this year’s test. 
Overall we received 1 High Distinction, 2 Distinctions, and 17 Credits. 
A special mention goes to Daniel A for his High Distinction and to Sophia M and Romy M for 
their Distinction. 
 
In Week 11 we will celebrate Mercy Week, culminating with our, now, traditional Mercy Mass 
with St Charles Ryde on Friday September 28 at St Charles Borromeo Church at 10 am.  
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Playgroup Book Week 

It was wonderful to see all children come in their favourite 
character costume, from Emma ‘Wiggle,’ Cinderella, 
superheroes and many more. Such a lovely morning full of 
laughter and fun.  Photos are coming.  
 
Night Patrol Training  
I will be offering another training session before the end of this term on Tuesday 11th 
September. If you are interested in attending please RSVP to anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
by no later than Friday 7th September. 
 
Date: Tuesday, 11th September 2018 
Time: 7pm - 8pm. 
Location: OLQP Library.                                 Note: There will be no training offered next term. 
 
Thank you to all families for night patrol donations. They were greatly accepted and 
appreciated last Sunday night. 
 
Year 1 Classroom SPaR Thursday 6th September at 2:15pm and  
Year 2 & 3 Classroom SPaR Thursday 13th September 
All parents and grandparents are invited to come along and join us. SPaR is a prayerful, 
reflective time to experience with your child in the classroom. Following this, coffee and tea will 
be served in the library until bell time. 
 
Dinner time Conversation to celebrate Dad. 
With Dad or the Father Figure in your life: 
 
Tell Dad  
1. My funniest or favourite memory of my Dad  
2. Some of my Dad’s best qualities are… 
Ask Dad  
1. How did you react when I was born?  
2. What’s one of your favourite memories of me from when I was little? 
 
A prayer for fathers  
Heavenly Father, we praise you for the gift  
of our fathers and those who have been father-figures to us.   
We thank you for the life and love they have brought to our world.   
May they be strengthened in virtue and faith so that they might give glory to you through their 
lives of service.   
Amen 
(adapted from Cathfamily) 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
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PARISH NEWS 
First Reconciliation 
Congratulations to the students at OLQP Catholic School who made their First Reconciliation 
on Wednesday evening. We would like to thank the teachers, students and parents of OLQP 
Catholic School who put on a lovely supper for the families following the Reconciliation. It was 
a wonderful way for the parish community to come together to celebrate. Thank you to the 
parents who helped to lead the small groups and prepare the candidates.  Finally, thank you 
for the support given on the night of the Reconciliation by everyone who helped set up the 
Church and welcome the families. Judith Morrissey Sacramental Co-ordinator 
 
Judith Morrissey    Sacramental co-ordinator   sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

Music News     

 
Year 3, Year 4 and Choir 

present 
‘Welcome to Our World’ 

Thursday 20th September, 2018 
Two Performances in Parish Hall 

12.20-1.20 pm 
and 

2.05-3.05 pm 
 
 
 

 
Choir present 

‘Little Red Rockinghood’ 
26th September, 2018 

Two Performances in COLA 
2.05-2.30 pm 

and 
Creative Arts Showcase Evening (26th September) 

 
Leona Nash – Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sacraments@rgcp.org.au


LIBRARY NEWS 
Book Week Round Up 
What a busy week it was!!! Monday was celebrated with 

100% participation in the character 
parade, showing great thought and 
planning from home. Even the teachers 
looked marvellous. 
 
Tuesday saw the children listening to 
Australian author, Libby Hathorn. She 
had some great advice about writing 
for the older grades too. 
 
A treasure hunt was the theme on Wednesday, with each class trying to 

find a secret title in their classrooms. This was reported to be a lot of fun! 
 
On Thursday we relaxed outdoors with our books. The children were 
allowed to choose a spot anywhere in the school grounds to read 
and relax for a while. 
 
And on Friday each class was presented with a new book to share. 
 
The annual Poetry Slam was also on Friday. This year the whole 
school listened as children presented the poems they had written, 
with “shine” as the theme. The judges were a team of boys and girls 
from Years 4, 5 and 6. These are the winners: 
 
1st Place: Charlotte, Year 4 
If you’re sporty, that’s perfectly fine, 
If you’re smart I won’t ever mind. 
If you’re crafty, well, that’s great, 
If you’re smiley, of course I’ll be your mate. 
If you’re helpful, well that’s just you, 
If you’re supportive, that’s good too. 
If you always like doing little things to help, 
Never give up on that shine, 
Because we’re all different, even if you’re down in the 
mines. 
You can achieve anything, 
You can shine anytime, 
You can encourage others with a shining blaze. 
You’ll show your shine doing your best, 
And sparkle by never giving up in a hard quest, 
But either way,  
You shine always! 
 
2nd Place: Alice, Year 4 
Shining is the way to go. 
If you try, you would know. 
When the sun is shining 
It feels nice and warm on your back, 
But when the moon is rising 
It is time to hit the sack. 
And in the morning the sun will be a sign 
That it is time to rise and shine. 
Then spend your day and your time 
Thinking of ways to help others shine. 
This could be through laughter, 
This could be through caring, 
Or simply opening your lunchbox and sharing. 
So, all throughout your lifetime 
Do the things that make you shine. 
 



3rd Place: Elakkiya, Kindergarten 
Moon is shining. 
Sun is shining. 
Stars are shining. 
I am shining. 
 
Birds are shining. 
Trees are shining. 
Friends are shining. 
I am shining too. 
 
Miss Bini – Teacher-Librarian 
 
SPORT NEWS 
This term the children have been learning ball skills and games. 
We are currently learning skills and drills for AFL. The children 
have been very enthusiastic and having lots of fun while learning. 
 
Good luck to our Under 11 OLQP Doves who will be playing in their 
netball grand final on Saturday 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN GO TO THE FARM 
 

Yesterday Kindergarten went to Golden Ridge Farm for our 
very first excursion. We were so lucky because Abby's dad, 
Brian drove the bus for us. He was a good driver and he made 
us laugh too! 
 
When we got to the farm, we ate our recess at the picnic tables. 
 
Then, Farmer Belinda took us inside to show us around. She 
showed us baby chicks, ducklings, rabbits, a hen called 
Rebecca and a rooster called Roger. Then we all got to hold the baby animals. 

They were adorable and fluffy! 
 
Next we got to milk a cow called Peaches. Her udder felt warm but it was full of milk. We got a 
lot of milk in the bucket which was good because that was the milk to feed the baby goats. 
Feeding the baby goats was scary at first because the goat tried to nibble 
Mrs Hood's fingers. Luckily Farmer Belinda had lots of milk in bottles ready 
for them. We held the bottles up straight so no air would get in the goat's 

tummy. This is because baby goats can't burp so air in their 
tummies would hurt them a lot. 
 
After that we went outside to feed the goats and lambs with 
bread rolls. They used their tongues to lick up the bread from 
our hands and it tickled! 
 
Then it was time for lunch. We were so hungry from all our 
work as farmers. 
 

 
After some more free time with the animals, it was time to come back to 
school. Brian put on rock music and we air guitared most of the way 
back. It was a great day! 
 
Students of Kindergarten 
 
 
 
 



 
GARDENING NEWS 
We are delighted that our new garden is up and running.  Bunnings Rydalmere kindly helped 
us on Tuesday 21st August by donating a number of plants, seeds and soil. They also helped 
us to work out where to plant the different things and gave us valuable advice on how to 
maintain our gardens. Our wonderful Pope Francis participants assisted on the day and will 
have an important role in the garden over the coming months. 
 
Garden Club is held every Wednesday at lunchtime. All students are welcome and we are 
always happy to have extra parents or grandparents to assist as well. A special thank you to a 
wonderful volunteer, Gerry (Arya and Seraphina's grandfather), whose support, advice and 
assistance is much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leah Camarsh 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC NEWS 
Congratulations to ‘Ryde Catholic Junior Precinct Band’ for achieving a Highly 
Commended award for their performance at Ryde Eisteddfod. Well done to all 
students!  
 
A reminder to parents that the Music Soiree on 5th September is fast 
approaching. Please return your permission slip and ensure students are 
practising. 
 
Bennelong Music is still looking to boost the school music program with new 
students learning the following instruments: TRUMPET, TROMBONE, CLARINET, and 
SAXOPHONE. We are offering free instrument hire and reduced lesson fees for the remainder 
of Term 3 for any serious new students. Please contact our office ASAP if you are interested: 
info@bennelongmusic.com.au 

 
BENNELONG MUSIC 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: August/September 

Term 3 Week 6 Term 3 Week 7 Term 3 Week 8 

Monday 27 
Tuesday 28 
Wednesday 29 Kindy Classroom 
Spar -2:15 pm. Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 30  
Friday 31 Father’s Day Liturgy 9am 
Jersey Day 
Saturday 1 
Sunday 2 Children’s Liturgy 9am-
10:00am 

Monday 3  
Tuesday 4  
Wednesday 5 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 6 Years 2,3 & 4 Buddy 
Mass 9:20am-10:20am,  
Year 1 SPaR 
Friday 7 Kindergarten Prayer 
Assembly 
Saturday 8 
Sunday 9 Children’s Liturgy 9am-
10:00am  

Monday 10 
Tuesday 11  
Wednesday 12 Playgroup 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church 
Hall 
Thursday 13 Years 2 & 3 
Classroom SPaR 2:15pm 
Friday 14  Farmer Friday 
Fundraiser 
Saturday 15 
Sunday 16 Children’s Liturgy 
9:00am-10:00am 

mailto:info@bennelongmusic.com.au


 

 

This Friday 31st August marks the fourth annual Jersey Day, a national community-led initiative 
organised by the Nathan Gremmo Community Fund dedicated to spreading the message of the 
benefits of organ and tissue donation and encouraging more Australians to register to be a 
donor at donatelife.gov.au. Jersey Day has been inspired by the story of Nathan Gremmo, a 
young boy who was tragically lost in an accident in May 2015. Nathan’s family chose to give 
the gift of life to others to honour the legacy of Nathan’s generous personality. 

Show your support for organ and tissue donation by wearing your team jersey (or guernsey!) to 
school or work.   

Children are able to wear their jerseys over their school uniforms on Friday. 

 


