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Dear Parents, 
I feel this note to self has great relevance to us all, especially this week 
considering it is National Hearing Awareness Week.  We all have times in 
our lives when we need or want to call on God.  May we remember that He 
is always there for us and that He does not suffer any hearing impairment 
so will hear what we have to say, both loudly and clearly. 
 
Regional Director’s Visit  

Recently our Sydney Catholic Schools regional director Michael Krawek 
visited OLQP. As part of the discussions he had with the school leadership 
team he made particular mention of the above national average NAPLAN 
results that we have consistently achieved over the last 4 years. We all view 
this as an accomplishment to be proud of. Michael was also particularly 
interested in hearing about the various initiatives that we are looking at for the 
newly formed precinct of schools in our parish - OLQP, St Charles and Holy 
Cross. We are very appreciative of the time he spent visiting the school and 
meeting with the staff. 
 

Next week is our annual OLQP Book Week, which will be a little 
different to those in the past. Please see the flyer attached with 
this newsletter outlining the week’s events. A more detailed 
program for the week will come home on Monday with your 
child. Please read through the program with them so that they 
are prepared for the week’s activities and in order for you too, to 
be involved in this fun week. The program also includes a range 
of simple and enjoyable family tasks that will take the place of 

homework next week. We hope you enjoy celebrating with your children the wonderful place 
books and reading have in our lives. 
 
Staff Development Days 
Just a reminder that this Friday 25th August is a pupil free day. If you need child care for 
this Friday please contact OOSH who are providing care on the St Charles site. We hope 
you all enjoy the long weekend. On Friday our staff is joining with the staff of the other four 
Mercy schools in our local cluster. We will be gathering together for a spirituality day with a 
focus on:  

 What is Mercy? 
 Seven Steps To Mercy 
 People of Mercy 

 
We are very fortunate in having this day facilitated by Dr Dan, the Sydney Catholic Schools 
Executive Director.  

In the last week Term 3, on Monday 18th September there is also 
another pupil free/staff development day for OLQP staff. The focus for 
this day will be on Visible Learning and Feedback and we are looking 
forward to this opportunity for further developing our teaching 
practices. If you require child care for this day please contact OOSH 
who will provide this service on our school site for the day. 
 
Don’t forget that school zones operate on all gazetted school days, 
which are all days the school is open, even pupil free days. The 

school zones around OLQP are still in operation on these two pupil free days. In 2017 the 
school zone began on Friday 27th January and at the end of the year will finish on Tuesday 
15th December.  
 
 



 

Creative Doves 
Our Creative Doves have been very busy over 
the last few months in making laundry bags 
for the group Aussie Hero Quilts to be 
forwarded on to Aussie troops serving 
overseas who are distanced from family and 
friends. At a recent assembly the group 
presented their bags, personal cards with 
messages and some Aussie style treats to the co-ordinator of the 
group. We are very proud of this group and the selflessness that 
they display. An article and photos will be in an upcoming edition of 
the About Catholic Schools magazine. Please keep your eyes out 
for it. 
 

The Kids Helpline is a free service offered to all children in 
Australia. As part of our work on student wellbeing, classes 
have been engaging in online video conferencing with 
counsellors from the helpline. The aim has been to introduce 
students to the service, show them how to use it and what it is 
for. Another aim has been to eliminate any stigma attached to asking for 
help. The students have really enjoyed the sessions and understand that 
anybody can call the service for free, anytime about absolutely anything. 
 

Parents are encouraged to feel free to ring the service with their children if there are ever 
issues that arise where free, qualified advice from a professional would be beneficial. You 
are also welcome to ring with your child just to say hello and become familiar with the 
service, and again, show them that ringing and asking for help is always ok. 
 
For more information call 1800 55 1800 or visit https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/ 
 
Hearing impairment, or deafness, is when your hearing is affected by a condition or injury. 
Some people are born with a hearing loss while others may develop it as they get older.Most 
commonly, hearing loss happens with age or is caused by loud noises. 
 
One in six Australians is hearing impaired, deaf or has an ear 
disorder. 
 
Damage to your hearing is often a gradual process - the effects of noise 
exposure are permanent. What is excessive noise? When you must raise 
your voice to be able to speak to someone at an arm's length. 
 
Some of the early warning signs are: you can hear but not understand; you 
find it hard to hear in noisy situations or groups of people; you think people 
mumble; you need turn the TV up louder than others or, you don't always 
hear the doorbell or the phone. 
 
Levels of hearing loss 
The level of hearing loss can be defined as mild, moderate, severe or profound. The level of 
hearing loss in an individual is determined by performing a hearing test to discover the 
quietest sound the person can hear. Some ear problems may not necessarily cause hearing 
loss, such as tinnitus, which is the sensation of a ringing or buzzing sound in the ear. 
 
How can I check for a hearing problem? 
If you think that you or your child may have hearing problems, see your GP. They will check 
for any problems, such as earwax or a perforated eardrum. Your GP may refer you to an 
audiologist (hearing specialist) or an ENT surgeon for further tests. 
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/


 

RELIGION EDUCATION NEWS 
Last Tuesday OLQP celebrated the Feast of The Assumption at the OLQP Parish 
Mass. This Mass was well attended by parents and parishioners, past and present. 
By Tuesday afternoon we had received several beautiful emails about our Mass: 
 
“Congratulations to the staff and children who prepared and supported a most 
beautiful Mass for today's Feast Day. The choir support was a joy.” 
 
“My mother was at this morning's Mass for the Feast of the Assumption at 
Gladesville Church and she called me tonight to tell me about the beautiful song sung as the 
recessional hymn at Mass this morning, she said it was about Our Lady Queen of Peace. 
She was very taken by it.” 
 

This week our Year 3 students will be making their Sacrament of Penance and it is 
a special time when we are reconciled with God for our sins. It is a very special 

occasion and a huge thank you to all the people who have worked behind the 
scenes to ensure this will be a memorable occasion for all. Particular thanks go 

to our Year 6 Pope Francis Award students for their assistance. 
 

I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis “When something makes us suffer, 
let us listen to the voice of Jesus in our hearts: “Do not fear! Go ahead! I am with you!”  
 
Emma Lenehan  
REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Authentic Learning in Stage 3 Sport. 
Recently, our School Sports Captains (Joseph Obied, Zara Chand, Jake 
Jones and Emily Bortolussi) were given the opportunity to develop their 
leadership skills and prepare some lessons for their fellow Stage 3 peers. 
Firstly they explored the resources that had available to them and then 
discussed current areas of interest. From there they planned an obstacle 
course on both the top and lower playgrounds. This was their very own 
version of Australian Ninja Warrior. As leaders, they explained the course 
and the rules in detail to peers. Students in pairs worked their way through 
the course which included running, jumping, sliding, throwing and general 
fitness. Students tracked their times using stop watches and timed to the 
100th of a second. Our school sports leader at the end of each session took 
on feedback from their peers to further develop their sessions in the coming 
weeks.  
 

The Hypatia Challenge  
Marist Sisters College, Woolwich.  

The Herodotus Challenge  
 Holy Cross College, Ryde.  

Interview with: Maddison Sherry - Year 5 Interview with Thomas Naughton - Year 4 

What activities were you involved in? 
“We did dance acts, we got to make a plane that had 
to hold a 5 cent coin, then throw it and see if it stayed 
in. We did a poster and a bunch of tests too.” 
How was it working within a group? 
“It was good because we all had different abilities 
and talents, such as in Maths, art and general 
knowledge.” 
What task did you find most challenging? 
“The aeroplane task was the most difficult because 
our coin fell out.”  
What was your favourite part of the event? 
“Was fun being there and being part of the event.” 

What activities were you involved in? 
“We had to build an electric car, make a bouncy ball 
made out of borax, corn flour and other things, we 
also had to make a zoetrope.”   
How was it working within a group? 
“It was fun because I got to work with my friends.” 
What task did you find most challenging? 
“Probably making the bouncy ball because you had 
to put the exact amount of borax into the recipe.” 
What was your favourite part of the event? 
“The trivia challenge before recess was a lot of fun 
because the Year 4 and Year 5 group worked 
together.”  

 



 

Surf Education Talk - Thursday 24 August.  
Students in Year 3 to Year 6 will have the opportunity to participate in a Surf Education Talk 
here at OLQP. It will be led by a member of SEA Australia and Surf Educators International. 
The focus of the talk is safety on our surf beaches, which includes how to identify a rip and 
how to signal for assistance.  
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
Family Educator News 
A special Mass to remember the Fathers and Grandfathers we love 
and who loved us. 
 
Saturday 2nd September 2017 
10.30 at Field of Mars Cemetery followed by morning tea. The Mass will be celebrated 
under a marquee on the lawns alongside the cemetery offices with chairs provided. 
12.00pm at Mary, Mother of Mercy Chapel, Rookwood Catholic Cemetery followed by 
morning tea. 
 
OLQP Playgroup 

Every Wednesday morning, 9am – 10.30am in OLQP Church Hall (during 
school term) you, and your babies to 5 years old, are all welcome to OLQP 
Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play and 
music. It is a lovely way to meet other young families in the school community 
or in the Parish. Entry donation is $2 and bring some fruit/morning tea to share. 

 

3 minute reflection:- 
‘The people seeking financial help at our St. Vincent de Paul store are forever blessing me. I 
hand them a fistful of forms, load them down with instructions for finding the next agency, 
promise them our help, and wish them luck. 
 

They say, “Have a blessed day.” 
When we invite them to pray with us, I ask God for good weather, fewer phone calls, and 

more volunteers. 
They pray, “Thank you, God, for waking me up this morning.” 

Adapted from Loyola Press by jane Knuth 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/speaking-truth-start-retreat 

 

Anna Alessi 

Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted.  If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as possible. 
 
SPORT NEWS 

What a busy Sport week we have had 
at OLQP. With Final season upon us 

I've been delighted hearing all about our 

sporty kids and their results across a 
variety of sports. Last weekend saw 

the Grand Final of girls’ soccer with so 

many of our girls doing incredibly well in 
their final game of the season. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/speaking-truth-start-retreat
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

The boys’ Grand Final took place this weekend with 
many boys sharing their journey to the big day. 
Congratulations to some of our Year 6 boys who 
after full time and golden goal, were joint premiers. 
 
To our future netball Diamonds, we had our two 
Under 10s teams finishing equal second and ... a 
huge good luck to our Year 6 and Year 5 teams 
who finished second and first respectively, and will both 
be playing in the Grand Final at Meadowbank Park on 
Saturday. It would be great to see some of our school 
there to support these amazing teams. 
 
A great day was also had at the netball gala day on  
Wednesday. As usual our students showed great 
sportsmanship, team spirit and fun. We are very proud of 
your behaviour and manners throughout the day. 
Keep up the great work gorgeous people. 

 
Mel Cooper  
Sports Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Herodotus Challenge Day 
Friday 18th August 2017 at Holy Cross College, Ryde 

Last Friday Zachary, William H, Ethan,Thomas. Alexander, Michael, Daniel A, Marin, Romy 
and Robbie were invited to Holy Cross College, Ryde to participate in an exciting and 
enriching academic gala day. 
 
The boys were placed in teams of five and participated in a number of stimulating and 
challenging tasks across subject disciplines such as maths, history, geography, sport, 
science, art, music and general knowledge. 
 
Activities included 3 rounds of quizz questions, assembling a  toy car that moves, creating 
an example of a polymer (bouncing ball) and measuring its distance and creating a Zoetrope 
(pre-film animation device). 
 
The boys worked in the science labs and college library as well as having access to the 
quadrangle. 
 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
 



 

P & F NEWS 
Thank you to the those parents who were able to attend the last P&F meeting. 
 
There are a few P&F events coming up namely the Father's Day Stall and Father's Day 
Breakfast on Friday 1st September. If you haven't already, please return forms to the office 
by this Thursday. Thanks to the families that have returned notes and money it certainly 
assists the class parents in organising!! We are looking forward to welcoming all the Dads in 
the OLQP community to our breakfast and special Father's Day prayer assembly. 
 
A reminder that tickets have been going fast for the OLQP fundraiser in October. There are 
tickets still available and can be purchased online at www.trybooking.com 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel - P&F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar 

Dates for Your Attention: August/September 
Working Bee Saturday 9th September  

Staff Development Day Monday 18th September 
Term 3 Week 6 Term 3 Week 7 Term 3 Week 8 

Monday 21 
Tuesday 22 
Wednesday 23  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall , Yr 1/Yr 2 Excursion Art 
Gallery/Botanic Gardens 
Thursday 24 Surf Ed Talk Stages 2 & 3 
Friday 25  STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY           

     PUPIL FREE DAY 

Monday 28 
Tuesday 29   
Wednesday 30  Playgroup 9-10.30am 

in the hall 
Thursday 31 Book Parade 9am, 11.30am 

Father’s Day Stall, Netball Gala Day 
Friday 1 Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am, 

Father’s Day Liturgy 9am 
Saturday 2 
Sunday 3 

 

Monday 4  
Tuesday 5 
Wednesday 6  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 7 
Friday 8 Ignite the Faith and 

Evangelisation Day, St Joachim’s Catholic 
Primary School, Yr 4 Reconciliation 
10.15am, Yr 3 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 

http://www.trybooking.com/
mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar

