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Dear Parents, 
 

This week many of our Year 3 students are receiving the sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time. On this grace-filled occasion, may they discover the 
peace and the amazing love of God’s forgiveness. May they, too, practise 
forgiveness of others, throughout their lives, just as Jesus did.  
 
We thank the members of the school choir who will be joining us to help make this 
sacrament special for all the recipients and for all those who helped prepare them for this 
sacrament.  
 
WORKING BEE 

What an extraordinary effort was made by a fantastic group of 
parents, staff and students last weekend! Along with the 
annual high pressure cleaning of all our chairs, replacement of 
broken light bulbs and the relocating of a cupboard there was 
much work done in the gardens. Trees were trimmed, garden 
beds prepared, a ‘river bed’ constructed and gardens planted. 
There have been many positive comments expressed about 
the work that was done. We are so very grateful for all the help 

that was given on the day and believe we achieved great 
things despite the collection of workers not being as large as in 

previous years. The children were real stand outs on the day - 
there was lots of playing with new & old friends however mixed 
with this was lots of helping from them and requesting of jobs 
that they could do. Thank you to all those families that found 
time in their very busy schedules to come along and lend a 
hand. It's amazing the difference even one hour makes to the 
tasks at hand. Thanks for a great show of community spirit. 
 

DA APPLICATION FOR WESTMINSTER RD 
An application for development consent has been made to Ryde Council for the demolition 
of the existing building opposite OLQP at 362 Victoria Rd (Advanced Audio Visuals) and 
construction of a seven story mixed use development comprising 51 residential apartments 
and ground floor commercial space over two levels of basement parking for 67 cars. 
 
The parish and the school plan on writing a submission to the council about this proposal 
and the perceived impact on our site. If you wish to also submit your own comments about 
this proposal you have up until September 7, 2016 to do so.  An electronic copy of the plans 
and details regarding the application can be viewed at the Ryde Planning and Business 
Centre (in Top Ryde Shopping Centre) or alternatively there is a copy placed on our parent 
noticeboard in the playground. All submissions are to be addressed to the General Manager 
of Ryde Council with reference to the Application number: LDA2016/0337. 
 
SRC 
Recently students from Years 2 to 6 chose students who would represent 
them on the SRC for this semester. Congratulations go to Finn Leary, 
Ruby Holst, Sophie Haddad, Isaac Jones, Robbie Riccardi, Sarah Casey, 
Anais Driessen, Liam Byers, Charlize Melhem and Sienna Muga. We know 
that they are very proud and enthusiastic about taking on this role and we 
look forward to their suggestions and input on the council. Thanks go to 
last semester’s representatives who played an important part in a number 
of things including our school song and schoolwide behaviours 
presentation which will be shared with the community in the coming weeks. 



 

NOTES AND FORMS 
We know that it is quite easy to misplace forms. If this happens in your family, you can locate 
the forms and most notes on our school website under the tab – FOR PARENTS - NOTES 
AND FORMS.  
 
UNIFORMS  
There is still a large number of items in the lost property box. If your child is missing an item 
of their uniform it would be a good idea to go through this collection. Most of the items in lost 
property do not have names, though may have had names at an earlier point in time but 
have now washed off. Please remember to regularly check that uniform items have clearly 
visible names on them. 
 
Most students are now wearing white trainers with their sports uniforms however a number 
of them are wearing brightly coloured laces in them. Uniform requirements are white shoes 
with white laces. Please ensure that your child’s sport shoes have the required white laces. 
 

  
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Huge congratulations go to our Year 6 students on their amazing performance 
in the 2016 Religious Education Test receiving 1 high distinction, 3 distinction 
and 8 credits. Our students achieved above the Sydney Archdiocesan in 
Sacraments and Prayer which are two of the six assessed skill areas.  
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis “Where there is love, 
there is also understanding and forgiveness”  
 

Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Assistant Principal Contract Renewal Survey 
Thank you to all the parents that have completed the Contract Renewal Survey recently 
emailed to you. The anonymous surveys provide important feedback and recommendations. 
If you have not had a chance to complete this survey, the link can be found in your inbox. If 
you are unable to find the link, it may be in your spam box. The survey will close on Friday 
26th August. 
 
Online Parenting Workshop for Fathers 
The first fully online, Australia-wide free parenting program was launched this week with the aim 
of reaching one million fathers, through incorporating what dads want into a parenting program 
that includes evidence-based parenting strategies. 
http://sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2016/08/22/what-dads-want-_-australian-first-
online--father-friendly--paren1.html 
 
ICAS SPELLING 

 Score Australian % Award 

Sophie Haddad 3 64 Credit 

Angela Kang 3 98 Distinction 

Thomas Naughton 3 85 Credit 

Isaiah Serrano 3 78 Credit 

Sophie Marino 4 89 Distinction 

Nicholas Perrone 5 65 Credit 

Hillary Shayishayi 5 90 Distinction 

Jessica Smith 5 65 Credit 

Sienna Pantalone 6 92 Distinction 
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ICAS WRITING 

 Class Australian % Awards 

Angela Kang 3 85 Credit 

Thomas Naughton 3 85 Credit 

Isaiah Serrano 3 63 Merit 

Nicholas Perrone 5 68 Credit 

Katia Gavljak 6 81 Credit 

 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Ignite 

Last Friday we all gathered to feast in God’s Kingdom. We celebrated 
that we all belong together. Once all 45 children arrived, soccer and 
dodgeball started in the school playground. Four activity groups were 
then formed with leaders alternating the 
activities. One activity that was particularly 
powerful was where each child was asked to 
make a membership card to the Kingdom of 
God and write on it ‘what they are going to do 
to keep their membership from expiring’. The 
evening finished with gentle prayer in the 
Church with Fr Dan, then time to feast on 
pizza and ice cream. 

 
Our next gathering is on Friday, 16 September 6pm – 8pm. See you then.   
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
On the 16th August, 10 boys and Miss Bini went to Holy Cross for the annual Herodotus 
Challenge. It was a day of challenges, learning and, more importantly, lots of fun! The day 
began with a variety of trivia quizzes, testing our knowledge of maths, geography, sport and 
general knowledge. 

 

Then, after a delicious morning tea, we had art, technology and science activities. The 
science activity was the best as it was so dangerous! We worked with ethanol, propanol or 
butanol, measuring which produced the most heat. We had lots of safety rules! 
 
After a sausage sizzle lunch and playtime we returned to our work, using the skills we 
developed through the day to construct a little car to use in a relay race. It looked like fun but 
it was hard work! 
 
Don't forget that September 2 is also our annual BOOK WEEK celebration. All children are 
invited to dress up as a character from our book selection. These books are on show in the 
library, as well as a list of simple costume suggestions. The book week parade will follow 
our Father’s’ day breakfast and Liturgy.  
 
Miss Bini   Teacher Librarian 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

SPORTS NEWS 
Watch out Usain Bolt - Finn Leary is on the radar!! Congratulations to Finn for placing 3rd in 
the regional 100m FINAL with an awesome time of 16.28. Lucky for electronic timing gates 
because the difference between runners 1-10 on the day was less than one second!! 
 
Permission notes have gone home for students in Years 3-6 who may be interested in 
participating in a Netball Gala Day at Meadowbank on Thursday 1 September. A reminder 
that permission notes and money are due back this Friday, should your child be attending. 
 
Rachel Quinn    PE Teacher   

 
 

 
MUSIC NEWS 
Australian Girls’ Choir. 
Girls in Year 1 and above have received notification of an Assessment Workshop by the 
Australian Girls’ Choir. This will take place on Wednesday August 31, 2016 at 1.00pm in 
OLQP Library. If you wish your daughter to attend the group assessment, please return the 
completed permission note to the school office. 
 
Musica Viva Sousaphonics 
Musica Viva has been inspiring students throughout Australia for over thirty years and we 
will be entertained by, as well as performing with, The Sousaphonics on Thursday  
September 2016 at 2.00pm. The performance brings the sounds of Rio during Carnival, afro-
beat, circus, Balkan folk, samba, carnival and just about every other festival to our school. 
This performance is part of our school’s learning program for Term 3 and is linked directly to 
the music curriculum. 
 
Stage 3 Performance ‘Hoodwinked’ 
Year 5 and Year 6 present 
‘Hoodwinked’ by Margaret Carpenter 
Thursday 22 September, 2016 
               2.00-3.00 pm 
 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 

 

 

Dates for Your Attention: August 

Term 3 Week 6 Term 3 Week 7 Term 3 Week 8 

Monday 22 
Tuesday 23  
Wednesday 24 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 
the hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH 
Room 2.15pm, ASCA Afternoon 
Tea/Seminar 4pm-5.30pm 
Thursday 25 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm, Sacrament of Penance – 
OLQP Church 7-8pm 
Friday 26 Year 2 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 
 

Monday 29  
Tuesday 30 
Wednesday 31 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 1 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm, Inner West Netball Gala Day 
Yrs 3-6 Meadowbank 
Friday 2 Fathers’ Day Breakfast 7.30am, 
Fathers’ Day Liturgy 9:00am, Book Week 
Parade 9.15am, Father’s Day Stall 2pm, No 
afternoon Prayer Assembly today 

Monday 5 
Tuesday 6  
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 8 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm, Benediction and Exposition 
Friday 9 Year 1 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 
 


