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Dear Parents, 
 
Please continue to keep our Year 6 children and parents in your prayers as they prepare to 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday 25th August. The 
Confirmation Day of Preparation will take place on Friday 23rd August at St Charles. This is a 
special time in our children’s lives so your prayers are very much appreciated. 
 
A big thank you to all parents for your support of our recent two trips to St Charles for the 
Mass last Friday and yesterday for the Science Incursion. The drop off procedures worked 
seamlessly but thank you for your feedback about the process to staff. With any change 
such as this we evaluate the positives but address areas to improve procedures as the 
safety and wellbeing of our children, staff and parents is our highest priority. I am happy that 
our children had a wonderful time on both occasions. 
 
Congratulations to our Year 6 children who will receive their results for the Sydney Catholic 
Schools RE Test later this week as they performed exceptionally well and performed above 
the Archdiocesan average for 2019. Well done also to our athletics team who competed at 
the regional athletics carnival at Homebush last week. Our team of athletes achieved many 
personal bests on the day. Congratulations to all and thank you for representing yourselves, 
your families and your school with such passion and pride. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at our Assumption Mass this Thursday 
at 12 noon and next week I am excited about the various events of Book Week planned, so I 
hope all families are thinking hard about how to bring your inner super hero alive. 
 
LAST CALL - A REMINDER that all parents are invited to complete the BYODD survey 
via the link below as the staff and I are very much interested in your feedback about the 
current program and how it could be improved for our students. It is vital that parents provide 
their feedback as soon as possible. https://forms.gle/j5gWYdtCU3v47V5m6. 
 
INNER WEST NORTH SCHOOLS FUTURE SCHOOLING CONSULTATION 
As part of Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) commitment to the provision of the very best 
Catholic education for students, we are beginning a process of consultation about future 
schooling priorities. Each family is invited to contribute to the process of planning for the 
future needs of our students across the Inner Western Region. 
 
Community consultation will be held across Term 3 (July to September). This process will be 
led by an independent consulting firm, KJA. It will include school and parish, together with 
workshops and focus groups. The survey can be accessed here and will be open until Friday 
16th August 2019. Workshops and focus groups will be run at various locations after this date 
and information will be sent through the school and parish to invite you to attend. 
 
The future of Catholic education is exciting and we look forward to working with you to 
explore a bright tomorrow for our students. 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/j5gWYdtCU3v47V5m6
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I can inform you that the Parent Focus Group Workshop is scheduled for Wednesday 
28th August at the St Charles Catholic Primary School Hall from 7:00pm. All parents 
are invited to attend. 
 
Pupil Free Day: A reminder that our Literacy/Writing Staff Development Day will take place 
this Friday 16th August Week 4. This is a pupil free day with no classes for the children. If 
parents need supervision for their children on this day please make contact with Gowrie 
0448 600 070. 
 
Inquiry and Review Process 
I am happy to inform parents that the Inquiry and Review process held last term was a great 
success. After reading all of our documentation and speaking with the school executive, 
staff, children, a group of parents and Father Greg, the review team were extremely positive 
about our learning journey. I have since signed off on the 28-page report that highlighted the 
following key findings; 
 

 Our Lady Queen of Peace, Gladesville is a small and welcoming Catholic community 

 The school and parish have a positive working relationship 

 School leaders and staff are committed to school improvement 

 Families are proud of the school and engage positively in school and parish life 

 Professional learning of staff is a high priority at OLQP 

 Student learning data informs planning and enhances teaching and learning 

 There is a commitment to enhancing positive and respectful relationships across the 
school and parish community 

 Staff are committed to effective delivery of the curriculum 

 The school is an attractive and stimulating learning environment 

 Parents support the school through fundraising and organising social events. 
 
The key improvement strategies to be addressed over the next 5 years are asking our 
community to; 
 
1. Develop a strategic approach to enhance religious knowledge for staff, students and 

families within the Ryde-Gladesville Parish. 
2. Articulate and consistently implement whole school pedagogical practices, informed by 

the school’s educational vision. 
3. Design, implement and evaluate differentiated teaching and learning programs to ensure 

that all students are appropriately engaged, challenged and extended. 
4. Explore creative ways to encourage parent partnership in student learning and the 

school’s learning agenda. 
5. Maximise the future schooling opportunities created by being part of the network of 

schools within the broader Catholic community, while maintaining the unique identity of 
OLQP. 
 

Life Education Van Visit: Next week we have the Life Education Van visiting OLQP. The 
Life Education program is an interactive experience which is designed to empower students 
to make safer and healthy lifestyle choices.  
 
INFANTS PROGRAMS: Promote health, hygiene, safety and uniqueness. 
 
PRIMARY PROGRAMS: Our primary school curriculum based modules focus on issues 
around food and nutrition, personal safety, physical activity, cyber safety, respectful 
relationships, safety with medicine and legal drugs; tobacco, alcohol and caffeine. 
 
Life Education does not pronounce what is right or wrong but provides children with 
information encouraging them to make informed decisions. 
 
Remember Week 5 is NO HOMEWORK WEEK. Enjoy some family time together instead. 
 
Peter Watkins 
Executive Principal 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
SEVEN STEPS TO WRITING SUCCESS SECRETS. 
 
This Friday the staff from Our Lady Queen of Peace and St Charles will 
come together to complete our second day of professional development on 
writing. As mentioned in previous newsletters, we are learning to bring 
writing alive in the classrooms through The Seven Steps to Writing Success. 
This program is proving very effective and we look forward to sharing our 
learnings with the children to enhance their writing skills.  
 
HEALTHY HAROLD IS COMING TO OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE  
19th – 21st AUGUST 2019 
The Life Education Van will be at our School in Week 5 and will have a lot to share with the 
children about important health issues. The goals of the initiative are to: 
 
● Build AWARENESS of the topic or issue(s) covered in 

class 
● Encourage REFLECTION on the effect of the topic or 

issue 
● Share KNOWLEDGE that students need to make 

informed decisions 
● Help students identify and develop response 

STRATEGIES  
● Help students to develop the SKILLS and confidence 

that they need to apply those strategies on a day to day 
basis. 
 

This is sure to be an excellent learning experience for the children. A parent session will be 
run on Monday afternoon from 2:05pm-2:45pm. This is a good opportunity for you to hear 
from the presenter and experience firsthand what the children are learning about. The van 
will be in the parish carpark. 
 
Fine Motor and Handwriting Screening 
All children who had signed permission notes were screened last Friday by the 
Occupational Therapist Ms Sharon Duff. Sharon will now write recommendations and 
share them with your class teacher. If there is any reason your child may need extra 
support in this area, your class teacher will contact you in the next few weeks. 
 
If you have any concerns please don't hesitate to contact me. 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Last Friday, together with the students of St Charles we celebrated the feast of Saint Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop, Australia’s first Saint with a very reverent Mass at St Charles. Thank 
you to all those parents/caregivers who were able to assist with dropping their children off at 
St Charles on the morning of the Mass. 
 
This week on Thursday 15th August we will celebrate the Feast of the Assumption 
with Mass at 12:00pm. I would like to take this opportunity to invite you all to join us in 
celebrating the Eucharist with us as we commemorate the death of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and her assumption into Heaven body and soul. This is one of the most important 
of all Marian feasts.  
 
Last week we received the results of the 2019 RE Test and I am pleased to announce that 
for the first time, in 2019, we achieved a raw score that is above that of the combined 
Sydney Catholic Schools raw score. We are very proud of the results of all our Year 6 
students as we know they worked very hard with their teacher, Mr Nathan Seeto, to revise 
the knowledge they had learnt over their past 6 years of Religious Education. This year, 
twelve of our students achieved either a High Distinction or Distinction grade. OLQP has not 
achieved this level of success in many years. 
 
 



High Distinctions  

 Cleo Barbara, Zac Burn and Sophie Haddad. 
 
Distinctions  

 Isabella Calleija, Isabel Chand, Giordano Di Biagio, Isaac Jones, Angela Kang, Ethan 
Kong, Olivia Loschiavo, Tom Naughton and Elias Raish Forestieri. 
 
Please keep in your prayers our Year 6 children as they prepare for their Sacrament of 
Confirmation to be held at St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday 25th August at 12:30pm. 
 
Next week, Week 5 we will be collecting items again for St Vinnies Night Patrol. A note about 
this will be sent home at the end of this week. A huge thank you in advance for your kind 
generosity in helping to assist those who are in need in our society. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop “We must take 
things quietly and just do what our good God enables us to do.” (1875) 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" -2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
Parish News 
OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE FEAST DAY 
We invite you to come and celebrate at OLQP Church on Sunday 18th August. There will be 
a mass at 9:00am followed by a BBQ breakfast and morning tea. Please bring a plate to 
share for morning tea. ALL WELCOME 
 
PHILIPPINES BBQ FUNDRAISER WEEKEND 
Our youth are heading to an Immersion in November/December. Join us for a fundraiser 
BBQ after Mass at OLQP & SCB on 24th & 25th August. $5 is all it will cost you for a sausage 
in a roll and a drink at the evening Masses and a Bacon & Egg roll after 9:00am Mass. 
 
CATECHIST DRIVE 
Do you have an hour or two to spare during the week? Have you thought about being a 
Catechist? Our Parish covers Ryde, Gladesville, Boronia Park and Putney Public Schools. 
Training is given. If you are interested, please contact Meryl on 8068 0720 or the Parish 
office 9807 2966 office@rgcp.org.au. 
 
IGNITE (YEARS 4 - 6) 
Ignite returns on Friday 23rd August – 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 
Hall. All children in Years 4-6 are warmly invited to attend. Please contact Jemille, our Parish 
Youth Coordinator, with any enquiries regarding Ignite youth@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Join us for our Detective Mystery night: Becoming Detectives of Truth: 
What to be and what not to be..... that is the question! 
 
Bring your friends for a great night - Don't forget to bring $5.00 for dinner. 
 
RE QUIZ 
It looks like the competition is heating up with our RE Test questions. I was 
inundated with answers from parents, students, families and staff. Thank you for all 
those who responded. 
 
A huge congratulations to last newsletter’s winners who were the first to email me 
with the correct answer; 
 

 The Bortolussi Children, Liam- Year 1, Charlotte -Year 3 and Maddy - Year 6 

 Miguel Ramal - Father of Sebastian in Year 1 

 Julie Simon LSO and Grandmother of Will Simon in Year 6 
 
The correct answer was D – The priest kisses the altar 
 
 

mailto:office@rgcp.org.au
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This week’s question comes from the 2019 RE Test 

 
I wonder, will you next winner? 
 
Emma Lenehan REC   emma.lenehan@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
VALE 
Please keep in your prayers the Trainor family of Kindergarten on the passing of the 
paternal grandfather of Max and his parents Tim and Novita Trainor. 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
There is LOTS on within the Family Educator space at present. Maybe grab a cup of tea, a 
pen and your diary when you read below! 
 
We are half way through our Confirmation Program. Last week we had our Confirmation 
parents’ bracelet making workshops. These were a really special time together, with 
beautiful bracelets made by parents to give their children. It was so nice to also have the 
opportunity to meet many new parents within our Parish community. A reminder that this 
Sunday (9:00am) is OLQP Family Mass, hosted by our Confirmation candidates and their 
families. It is also our OLQP Parish Feast Day Mass. A BBQ breakfast will follow Mass and 
all are asked to bring a plate for morning tea to share. If any parents are able to assist with 
the BBQ, can they please contact the Parish Office on office@rgcp.org.au. Please continue 
to keep our Confirmation candidates in your prayers, especially on the 25th August, when 
they will make their Confirmation at St Mary's Cathedral. 
 
Last Tuesday evening we had our Years 5 and 6 Mother-Daughter Book Club. Thank you to 
all who were able to join us and to Mrs Camarsh for leading us in an evening of inspiration 
and fun. Our next book to read will soon be announced. This Wednesday morning from 
7:30am-8:30am we have our Years 5 and 6 Father-Son Book Club in our School Library. A 
warm invitation is extended to all boys in Years 5 and 6 and their fathers. 
 
Last week we made play-dough at playgroup, which was a wonderful success and lots of fun 
for all! I am very happy to e-mail our really easy play-dough recipe to anyone who would like 
it. I would like to extend a warm invitation to all within our local community with preschool 
aged children to join us this week at Playgroup. We meet every Wednesday during school 
term in our Parish Hall, 9:00am-10:30am. 
 
Last weekend Bishop Terry joined members of our School and Parish community who lead 
Ministries within our Parish, for afternoon tea in our school library. Bishop Terry was keen to 
hear about all the initiatives going on at present within our Parish community, including our 
joint School-Parish activities. Bishop Terry also said the 5:00pm Mass at OLQP Church and 
met some of our Year 6 Confirmation candidates afterwards. 
 
Friday 23rd August, Ignite is on in the OLQP Parish Hall from 6:00pm-8:00pm. All children in 
Years 4 to 6 are warmly invited to attend. Please contact Jemille, our Parish Youth 
Coordinator, with any enquiries regarding Ignite youth@rgcp.org.au. 
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On the weekend of 24th-25th August, our Parish is having a Philippines Trip Fundraiser BBQ 
after each of the Parish Masses. Attached is a flyer with more information. If any parents are 
able to assist with any of the BBQ's, can they please contact Jemille on youth@rgcp.au. 
 
A reminder that the Parish Alpha program commences on Thursday 22nd August. Although 
this is a free program, registrations are essential. Please contact the Parish Office for more 
information office@rgcp.org.au. 
 
We have received an invitation to 'The Father Factor' presentation at Auburn Campus of 
Trinity Catholic College on 4th September at 7:00pm (in the College Library). The guest 
speaker for this evening is Mr Robert Falzon, a husband, father, businessman, co-founder of 
menALIVE and published author. The Father Factor presentation is designed for parents of 
boys between the ages of 13 and 16 and provides insights on the importance of 
“Fatherhood”. This invitation is open to both Mothers and Fathers (this is not an evening for 
children). 
 
Finally, I would like to invite all parents to an Anxiety Awareness Presentation at OLQP on 
Wednesday 18th September at 7:00pm. Parents of both OLQP and SCB are invited to 
attend. A flyer is being sent home to all families which provides more information. Please 
RSVP by 16th September at https://www.trybooking.com/BDYJB. 
 
Anne Bortolussi   Family Educator 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
BOOK WEEK NEWS   BOOK WEEK NEWS   BOOK WEEK NEWS   BOOK WEEK NEWS 
Children’s Book Week in Australia is 17th – 23rd August, 2019. The theme this year is 
Reading is My Secret Power. We shall celebrate our Book Parade on Monday 19th August 
at 9:00am. On Tuesday our guest presenter will be Donna Rawlins, author, illustrator and 
book designer. Also on Friday afternoon we would like to invite all parents to participate in a 
reading afternoon with the children from 2:30pm on the school playground. 
 
The children are asked to dress as themselves, showing their super power. You may 
choose to recycle parts of an existing costume, but not be a movie character. They also 
need to carry a book that gives them “superpowers” e.g. an atlas to show my knowledge of 
the world. 
 
As usual, costumes should be made from what is available at home, spending NO MORE 
than up to $10 if necessary. There are no prizes but all classes will parade under the COLA 
showing off their superpowers to music. After all classes have paraded the whole community 
will be asked to celebrate and dance together. 
 
Miss Bini   Librarian 
 
MUSIC NEWS 

Drama and Music news! 
Dear OLQP community, lots of exciting creative opportunities are happening over the next 
few weeks! 
We have started passing around the ukulele to our Year 2 students. A random student is 
selected during the Wednesday drama/ music class and given the ukulele, and a chord song 
book, to take home for a week. Hopefully students will take this opportunity to have a strum 
and practice any of the notes in the folder. 
 
Please could parents of the selected child make sure that the ukulele is returned on the 
following Wednesday, so that it can be handed on to the next selected student at the 
following class. I am hoping that, after trialling how well this programme works with the Year 
2 students, I can provide a similar opportunity for other students in all other year levels! 
 
Also the Australian Girls’ Choir will be sending a representative to audition girls at OLQP on 
Wednesday 4th September at 9:00am. This is a great opportunity for anyone who would like 
to pursue singing outside school as an extra-curricular activity. Flyers will be sent home 
explaining about the choir very soon! 
 
Liz Mulcare   elizabeth.mulcare@syd.catholic.edu.au 

mailto:youth@rgcp.au
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SPORT NEWS 
Another fantastic fortnight of sport for our OLQP athletes. Last Tuesday saw 
the running of the Inner West Athletics Carnival with 50 children representing 
our school. All of the children showed great sportsmanship and determination 
in all facets of the day. A big congratulations goes to Conor Dehlsen who 
made the 100m final, finishing fifth overall in a field of 58 competitors. 
 
Also Lara Wisemantel, who finished first, second and second in her field 
events allowing her to progress to the MacKillop trials next month. So very 
proud of you all. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sport Teacher   melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
P & F NEWS 
No new updates from the P&F this week. Keep a look out for information sent home 
regarding Father’s Day and our school disco. 
 
Fundraising efforts are continuing for our big event in October. If you know of anyone that 
can donate a prize of any size please get in contact with myself of Margaret Malouf. 
 
Chris Voysey P&F President   chrisvoysey@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: August/September 
Term 3 Week 4 Term 3 Week 5 – Book Week Term 3 Week 6 

Monday 12 Confirmation Class in OLQP 

Fr Byron Library 7:00pm-8:30pm & OLQP 
Parish Hall 
Tuesday 13 Science Incursion SCB 
Wednesday 14 Stage 3 Boys Book Club 

7:30am-8:30am in the Byron Library, 
Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in the Church 
Hall,  
Confirmation Class in OLQP Fr Byron 
Library 3:30pm-5:00pm 
Thursday 15 Whole School Mass – Feast 

of the Assumption 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Friday 16 STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY  
Saturday 17 
Sunday 18 Family Feast Day Mass led by 

Families of Confirmation Candidates 
9:00am 

Monday 19 Life Education Van – Healthy 

Harold Visit,  
Confirmation Class in OLQP Fr Byron 
Library 7:00pm-8:30pm & OLQP Parish Hall 
Tuesday 20 Life Education Van – Healthy 

Harold Visit,  
Inner West Athletics Carnival Homebush 
Wednesday 21 Life Education Van – 

Healthy Harold Visit,  
Playgroup 9:00-10:30am in the Church Hall, 
Confirmation Class in OLQP Fr Byron 
Library 3:30pm-5:00pm  
Thursday 22 
Friday 23 Confirmation Candidates Day of 

Preparation 8:55am-3:10pm,  
Ignite Years 4-6 in the OLQP hall 6:00-
8:00pm 
Saturday 24  
Sunday 25 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am,  
Year 6 Confirmation 12:30pm at St Mary’s 
Cathedral 

Monday 26  
Tuesday 27 Stage 2 Science Excursion 
Wednesday 28 Inner West Northern 

Project Parent Consultation 7:00pm-
8:30pm 
Thursday 29 Herodotus at HCC& 

Hypatias Challenge at MSCW 
Friday 30 Father’s Day Breakfast & 

Liturgy/Jersey Day 7:30am-9:00am 
Saturday 31  
Sunday 1 Children’s Liturgy 9:00am-

10:00am, Father’s Day 
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