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Dear Parents, 

Earlier this week Emma Lenehan, Anna Alessi and I were fortunate enough to be part of our 

region’s annual Clergy and Religious Education leaders’ day.  The theme of the day was 

“Sacramental People – Living a Sacramental Life.” Fr Greg was one of the guest 

presenters and in his talk he spoke about how receiving the sacraments is a physical 

dimension to our faith and it is where God pours His graces into our hearts. Another session of 

the day included primary and secondary students being part of a Q&A panel about sacraments 

and their faith.  It was from these young ‘theologians’ that possibly the most profound or 

thought provoking comments were made.  See what you think: 

Eucharist is like a re-start for me each week.  

 

Eucharist is when I feel Christ in me and within me 

 

When I pray, the time and effort isn’t that much, and it makes me feel 

amazing! 

 

When I pray, I deepen and strengthen my relationship with God.  I feel joyful 

and comforted and hopeful that God will always respond to me and my 

prayer. 

 

When asked to identify who has had the most influence on their faith journey the overwhelming 

response was “PARENTS”.  

 

When asked what they considered to have weakened young people’s relationship with God the 

students stated that it was social media and technology.  

 

These young people on the panel all seemed to have the awareness that to live a sacramental 

life is to share God’s love in all aspects of our lives. We pray that we too can be open to God in 

this way in our lives and that the words of these young people resonate somewhere within us 

and encourage us to find the time to pray, receive the sacraments and be a strong influence on 

our children’s faith journeys. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY  

 
On Monday 10th September (Week 8) the staff will be involved in 
our annual Spirituality Staff Development Day which will be a 
practical day focusing on Catholic Social Teaching and putting our 
faith in action. This day will be a pupil free day.  
 
If you require care for your child on this day please contact Gowrie 
OOSHC on 8571 9744 or 0448 600 070 to book a place for them. 
 
 



Thank you for taking the 

time to sit down with me 

the other week and having 

a chat. It is so nice to be a 

part of a school where the 

principal and teachers are 

so welcoming and easy to 

talk to. 

I just wanted to say that I 

really like my daughter’s 

homework activities. She is 

excited to do some different 

activities that are not only 

fun but educational.  

 
We really appreciate 

your flexibility and 

understanding of our 

circumstances. 

We get to have 

fun in Maths 

whilst doing our 

STEM tasks. 

 

 
SCHOOL FUNDING UPDATE from SYDNEY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS (SCS)   

Over recent weeks, significant progress has been made in the Catholic 

sector’s negotiations with the Federal Government with regard to school 

funding. 

 

A meeting between the Prime Minister and the archbishops of the three largest diocese has 

led to the ‘reopening’ of direct negotiations between the Government and the National Catholic 

Education Commission (NCEC). 

 

 

The detailed review, analysis and report of the Government’s National School Resourcing 

Board has clearly shown that the previous model of calculating a school’s Socio-economic 

Status (SES) was flawed. The Resource Board has recommended to the Government that the 

calculation of the SES should be directly linked to the family income of parents within a school. 

 

Anticipated negotiations with Government will proceed in ‘good faith’ over the next few weeks. 

 

Parent forums are being planned for early Term 4 to inform and update you about these 

important funding and wider educational matters. Your attendance will be welcome and 

encouraged. 

 

Further updates will be provided as details are released. 

 

 

CREATIVE ARTS SHOWCASE   

We are very excited to announce that we are holding our inaugural 

Creative Arts showcase evening later this term.   

 

Save the date: Wednesday 26th September  

 

The evening will include an Art Gallery display, drama and music performances, public 

speaking finalists and Dance fever performances as well.  More details will soon be released! 

 
 
 
GOOD NEWS ABOUT SHOUT IT OUT!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GIFTED AND TALENTED LEARNING 

 

At last week’s P&F meeting Jan Robinson shared very useful information with us regarding the 

identification of gifted learners. We outlined how gifted students are identified at OLQP and 

profiled in order for their learning needs to be met and also discussed characteristics and 

personality traits that may often be associated with giftedness. The link below is a handout that 

she referred to on the night, ‘Helping your Gifted Child Succeed’ and if you weren’t able to 

come along you might be interested in taking a look at this.  

 

https://www.nagc.org/sites/default/files/Parent%20CK/NAGC_Helping%20Your%20Gifted%20

Child%20Succeed-English.pdf 

 

Other sources of support and information are: 

 

GERRIC - https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/gerric/ 

Gifted Families Support Group - http://www.gfsg.org.au/ 

National Association for Gifted Children - http://www.nagc.org/ 

 

 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 

Being 
CYBERWISE 

 
 
 
 

It is very common for children of primary age to be playing online games at home; however, at 
times this can flow over into the school playground in a negative way. Below you will find some 
information regarding gaming and being Cyberwise. It is very important as parents to know the 
content of the games your children are playing, to monitor the time they are on and the content 
of the messages they are sending to each other. 
 
Some of the games that students are accessing at home have a rating that is beyond their 
years. Games are rated under various categories.  For example a very popular game at the 
moment, that many of the children are discussing and enacting at school, is the game Fortnite. 
This game is rated in the Teen category, meaning that: Content is generally suitable for 
ages 13 and up. May contain violence, suggestive themes, crude humour, minimal 
blood, simulated gambling and/or infrequent use of strong language. 
 
Online games can be accessed from a range of platforms, including dedicated gaming 
websites, social media sites or through gaming consoles, PCs or other devices. Fortnite, Dota 
2, League of Legends, Counter-Strike, Call of Duty, StarCraft, Heroes of the Storm and 
Overwatch are some examples of popular games that are played on a competitive level in 
eSports tournaments. These tournaments are hosted in large arenas and attract thousands of 
spectators. They offer substantial prizes which can be an incentive for young people to 
compete and work towards being at the top of their game.  In this arena your children can be 
talking to and interacting with complete strangers which can be very dangerous. 
 
 

https://www.nagc.org/sites/default/files/Parent%20CK/NAGC_Helping%20Your%20Gifted%20Child%20Succeed-English.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/sites/default/files/Parent%20CK/NAGC_Helping%20Your%20Gifted%20Child%20Succeed-English.pdf
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/gerric/
http://www.gfsg.org.au/
http://www.nagc.org/


 
 
 
It’s a great idea to play along with your child to get a good sense of what a game has to offer 
and to enjoy some quality time together, but also to be better aware of some of the potential 
risks.  For more information please visit the iParent website  
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CYBERSAFETY WORKSHOPS  
 
We invite all parents to come along to one of the CYBERBULLYING WORKSHOPS being 
offered across both schools led by Constable Debbie Crystal from Gladesville Police Station.  
They will be running at the following times: 
 
TUESDAY 4th  SEPTEMBER 6.30pm at ST CHARLES HALL 
THURSDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 9.30am at OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE LIBRARY. 
 
We encourage all parents with primary or high school aged students to attend. 
 
Constable Crystal will also be talking to the students in Years 3-6 on Tuesday 21st AUGUST 
at 11.30am. 

 
If you have any concerns and would like to discuss this further, please feel free to speak to 
your class teacher or myself. 

 
Maree Simpson - Assistant Principal 
 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 
Last Wednesday, 8th August, we celebrated the 

Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop, 

Australia’s first Saint, with a Mass dedicated to her 

honour.  During her life, Mary MacKillop was very 

conscious of the plight of the poor and needy and worked with families that lived in isolated 

areas of Australia.  As a result, Mary MacKillop pioneered schools for underprivileged children 

run by the Josephite Sisters.  Mary MacKillop’s legacy lives on in all Catholic schools in 

Australia today. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/online-gaming/what-are-the-risks
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/online-gaming/what-are-the-risks
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent


 

This week on Wednesday, 15th August, we celebrated the Feast of the 

Assumption.  On this day the Catholic Church commemorates the death of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and Assumption into Heaven body and soul which 

signifies the Blessed Virgin's passing into eternal life. This is one of the most 

important of all Marian feasts.  Fr Alfredo, in his homily, encouraged us to 

have open hearts and minds to God, just as Mary did and this will bring us 

great happiness. 

I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis: “The Kingdom of God grows in a 

mysterious and surprising way throughout the world with the power of a tiny seed.”  

Emma Lenehan REC 

"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
August Reminders  
Year 5 Classroom SPaR - Thursday 16th August 2.15pm in the Library.  
All family members invited to join us. SPaR is followed with coffee and tea. 
Ignite - Friday 17th August.  Wear something blue.  
Family Mass led by Year 3 including Children’s Liturgy- Sunday 19th August 
Everyone Welcome. Morning tea served after Mass. 
 
Women’s Night of Spirituality 
An evening of inspiration told in Story and Song, to be held on Tuesday, 28th August 7.30pm 
- 9.30pm in St Mary’s Church North Sydney. Why not organise to carpool and make it a girl’s 
night out. 
 
St Vincent de Paul Snack Donations for Night Patrol 
Each night Sydney Night Patrol serves up to 200 clients. On Sunday 26th August a small group 
of parents/parishioners from our community are going out on Night Patrol to provide 
conversation, companionship and serve food and hot drinks to St Vincent de Paul clients 
around the CBD area. We ask your help in assisting with the donation of the items listed below. 
This would be very much appreciated.  Items can be dropped off in your child’s classroom no 
later than Friday, 24 August 2018. 
 
Donation suggestions: 
 

 Cup a Soup packets 

 Muesli bar, soft and chewy 

 Le Snack cheese packs 

 Small fruit juice poppers 

 Fruit snack packs 

 Sultanas 

 Individually packed chips 

 Biscuits 
 
3 minute retreat 
Below you will find a reflection on ‘Mary - The First Follower’. Sit back with a cup of tea and 
enjoy the gentle retreat. 
 
Mary has a unique and privileged place in salvation history and in the Church. Because she 
responded yes to becoming the Mother of God, she is our first model of discipleship and our 
model of grace and trust in God. 
(adapted SJ shares his reflection on today’s retreat) 
https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/the-first-follower-start-retreat 
 
Anna Alessi - Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/the-first-follower-start-retreat
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
 
Year 5 and Year 6 Choir students represented our school at Sydney Catholic Schools’ 
Performing Arts Festival (CaSPA) last Tuesday 7th August, at Southern Cross Catholic 
Vocational College, Burwood. Our students gave an amazing performance of ‘Champions’ and 
participated in Masterclass Sessions led by Mr Philippe-Michel Anquetil. The children were 
inspired, encouraged and uplifted by an amazing day organised by the CaSPA Team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations also to Marcus Grasso Year 5, who was  
awarded Second Price recently at  Ryde Eisteddfod. 
 
 
Leona Nash – Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIBRARY NEWS  
 

It’s BOOK WEEK next week!  - Choose Your Treasure 

 
MONDAY August 20th:  
Our Book Week Launch and PARADE – (commencing after morning assembly 8.55 am). 
Mums, Dads and younger siblings are also invited to come along in character.  
We would love it if you joined in our parade too!  
 
TUESDAY August 21st:   
Our guest author is LIBBY HATHORN. 
 
WEDNESDAY August 22nd:  
It’s a TREASURE HUNT through the classrooms. 
 
THURSDAY August 23rd:  
We’ll all spread out in the garden to curl up with our treasured books.  
 
FRIDAY August 24th:  
The annual POETRY SLAM will be held under the COLA after recess.   
At Assembly there will also be a special presentation to each class and the announcement of 
the OLQP BOOK AWARDS, which will have been voted upon by the K-6 community. (The 
winning author and illustrator will both receive a certificate in the mail.) 
 
 
Miss Bini - Teacher-Librarian 
 
 
 
 



 
SPORT NEWS 

 
Last Tuesday saw the running of the Inner West Athletics Carnival. With 32 
talented athletes attending from our school, I was very proud of their great 
sportsmanship, pride in their school and for achieving their personal bests.  
 
Congratulations to Lara Wisemantel (Year 5) who received first 
place in both shot put and discus and will advance to the MacKillop 
carnival. We are all very proud of you Lara. 
 

 
Congratulations also to Georgia Andrianakos (Year 6) who received 3rd place in discus 
narrowly missing out for a place at MacKillop. 

 
A big congratulations must also go to Georgia (Year 4) who made the 
Representative Development Squad for Eastwood Ryde Netball 
Association. With over 100 girls trialling, making the 30 girl squad is an 
amazing achievement.  
 

I would also like to recommend the Ryde Hawks Touch Football competition played at Morrison 
in the Spring/Summer months. It is a great chance to keep fit, learn new skills and make new 
friends along the way.  Refer to the flyer below which gives further information. 
 
 

Mel Cooper – Sports Teacher 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS  

 

Thanks to everyone that made the time to come along to the Term 3 P&F meeting. We had a 
great update in regards to the on-going work happening around the school, and great to see 
the new LED screen installed near the Peace Garden entry that will keep us all up to date with 
everything going on and a chance for us to see some great photos of the kids in action. 
 
Please remember that the Father’s Day Breakfast and Stall will be held on Friday 31st August. 
We have a new online booking/payment system set up which seems to be working well, and 
many thanks to those parents who have provided us with such positive feedback. If you haven’t 
already been online to book please go to www.trybooking.com/XIFC with final RSVPs required 
by Friday 24th August. Thanks to the Year 2 and Year 3 class parents and parents who have 
been busily working behind the scenes to make sure we have a wonderful Father’s Day 
Celebration. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/XIFC
mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com


 
PASSIVE PLAY 
 
"Creativity is just intelligence having fun"...Albert Einstein. 
 
Every Thursday at lunchtime in the Library our students have the opportunity to make, create 
and have fun. They can come in for quiet games or craft. Most of them opt for craft and love 
the challenge of making something to take home. We have the Year 4 Pom Pom girls who 
have been busy completing pom pom rugs they are making. The girls chose the colours and 
designs themselves and have shown great commitment to finishing the task. The infants 
children last week enjoyed making pinwheels to take home and they were assisted by some 
helpful Year 5 girls who give up their break to help. 
 
Soon we will be making Father’s Day cards, so keep an eye out dads for some great pieces of 
work all made with love. We are proud of how the children "Shine" in passive play. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC 
 

Our band is joining with St Charles to perform for the Ryde 
Eisteddfod on Tuesday 14th August. The two bands together form 
our ‘Ryde Catholic Junior Precinct Band.’ We wish them luck. 
 
Our precinct high school band ‘Holy Cross College’ performed at 
the Ryde Eisteddfod on 31st July and won first place in their 
category. This is a huge win for the school and for the Ryde area 
Catholic schools. 

 
Diary date reminder: Our annual Soiree evening will be taking place on Wednesday 5th 
September at 6:00pm in St Charles school hall.  All students taking lessons with us are invited 
to take part. 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC (1800 788 639) 
 

 
 
 

Book Week: Monday August 20 – Friday August 24 
Dates for Your Attention: August 

Term 3 Week 4 Term 3 Week 5 Term 3 Week 6 
Monday 13 
Tuesday 14 School Photos. 
Wednesday 15 Playgroup 9:00am – 10:30 am  

in the Church Hall. 
Mass for the Feast the Assumption of Mary  
CaCH – 2:30 pm Library. 

Thursday 16 Year 5 Classroom SPaR  2.15pm 
Friday 17 Year 6 Prayer Assembly.  
Ignite – 6pm to 8 pm Parish Hall. 

Saturday 18 
Sunday 19 Family Mass & Children’s Liturgy - 

9am-10:00am 

Monday 20 Book Week Launch & Parade. 
Tuesday 21 Guest Author Libby Hathorn. 

Cybersafety Year 3 – 6  

Wednesday 22 Treasure Hunt  
Playgroup 9am – 10 am in the Church Hall 
CaCH – 2:30 on Library 

Thursday 23 Reading in our Treasured Spot 

Friday 24 Poetry Slam &  Photo Catch Up Day.    

Year 3 Assembly 
Saturday 25 

Sunday 26 Children’s Liturgy – 9:00am-

10:00am  

Monday 27 
Tuesday 28  
Wednesday 29 Kindy Classroom SPaR 2.15 

pm  
Playgroup 9:00 am - 10:30am in the Church Hall. 
CaCH - 2:30 pm Library.   
Thursday 30 
Friday 31   Father’s Day Liturgy 
Saturday 1 
Sunday 2 Children’s Liturgy - 9:00am-10:00am 


