
9th August 2017        Newsletter 12/17 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Feast Day 
On Tuesday 8 August we celebrated the feast day of one of the most amazing women in 
both the Church's history and in Australia's history.  The Mass was uplifting and the 
children's comments about the Mary MacKillop drama performance they experienced on 
Monday reflected great thought about, and admiration for, Mary. 
 

Just as Mary trusted deeply in God’s presence even in her darkest times, 

may we too deepen our relationship with God through reflection, prayer and contemplation. 

Just as Mary’s whole life resonated with her vision for the poor, 

may we too reveal God’s hospitable heart wherever we are. 

Just as Mary stood against injustice and inequality in the care and education of poor people and 

provided hope-giving alternatives, may we too continue to minister joyfully among the poorest and those 

at the edges of church and society.           Amen. 
 

Proud Principal 

Last week we sent a team of over 20 OLQP students to the Zone Athletics carnival 

at Homebush.  Our students performed particularly well in their events however 

the highlight of the day was the behaviour and fabulous sportsmanship on display 

by these students.  Our OLQP parents and staff all commented on what a terrific 

team we had and how supportive and inclusive of everyone they were.  They 

cheered and congratulated each other, followed directions and were very well mannered and 

respectful throughout the course of the day.  The praise however did not stop there.  We 

also heard that other schools and their staff and parents noticed how fabulous our students 

were and they commented on this.  How proud am I to hear something like this!  Especially 

when it was followed up late in the week with our Canteen Manager 

saying how well mannered our students here at OLQP are and 

commented that it was great to hear 'please' and 'thank you' on a 

regular basis.  Congratulations to all our well mannered, respectful 

students here at OLQP!!! 

 

NAPLAN Online 

NAPLAN is moving online.  This means moving NAPLAN from the current paper-based tests 

to computer-based assessments.  There are a number of benefits that are perceived to be 

the case for this move.  Schools are preparing students for the world that is here and the 

world that is coming: a future with ICT at its core. The move to online 

assessment is a natural progression of the increasing use of ICT to 

enhance student learning in classrooms across Australia.  NAPLAN Online 

is a new era for NAPLAN. 

For students and teachers, online assessment offers many opportunities 
that don't exist, or are limited, with paper-based tests. 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) trials suggest students 
are more engaged with online tests that use a tailored test design, which adapts to their 
knowledge and abilities, than they are with paper-based tests. 
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Students who may become discouraged when faced with challenging questions are 
delivered a more tailored test.  This design allows for more questions at a student's 
particular ability whilst not increasing the length of the test. 

Additionally, online assessment has the potential to provide quicker turnaround of results to 
help inform teaching and learning programs. 

Before the move to online tests occurs there needs to be a great deal put in place for this to 
be successful.  For this reason all Years 3 and 5 students this term will experience what is 
termed a Readiness Test.  Our testing period will take place in Week 9, beginning Monday 
11TH September.  The students will use their devices to sit a test that is not a complete 
NAPLAN battery of tests but what is called an omnibus test that has sample questions for 
each of the areas normally assessed.  The purpose of this testing period is to ensure the 
technology capabilities are present, that the staff are trained in the administration of this 
method of testing and to identify any possible issues, prior to the formal NAPLAN testing 
period.  Please read the attached parent information handout with further details about 
Online NAPLAN. 

 

 

 
Our SRC students sourced various 'Buddy Benches', consulted with their peers using a 

Google presentation and then helped to collate the results of students' preferences.  A 

Buddy Bench for each playground has now been ordered with P& F funds financing this 

wellbeing initiative, for which we are very grateful.  Once the benches come into use the 

SRC will inform you how the benches work and we will share our evaluations with you later 

in the year as to how they are being used. 

Probably one of the most common statements we hear these 
days from parents is that their child has anxiety, or displays 
signs of anxiety, and one of the most common statements we 
hear from teachers is that children need to become more 
resilient.  Since this is the case, the upcoming parent seminar, 
‘Tackling Anxiety and Building Resilience in Children aged 2-12’ 
led by a highly trusted child-psychiatrist, will no doubt be of great 

interest to you.  It is being held at Lidcombe, so it is fairly close to us.  Why not car pool and 
come along with some friends?  Book now so that you don't miss out.  See the flyer 
accompanying this newsletter for all the details. 
 
 
Road Safety Update 

We have heard from the Road Safety Officer at Ryde Council that 

approval has been given for upgrading the Pedestrian crossing in 

Oxford St.  This will involve making the access to the crossing safer.  

Council have also submitted a request to the RMS for a set of 

pedestrian traffic lights to be installed at the corner of Victoria Rd 

and Westminster Rd.  This was also a request that we put in to Council when we 

submitted our response to the building application variations for the proposed project 

opposite the school.  Approval has also been given for further improvement to the KAR gate 

system of pick up and drop off and we are currently in discussion with the Safety Officers as 

to what this will look like.  We will continue to keep you updated on these matters. 
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Revitalisation Update  
As mentioned earlier in the year we are fortunate enough to be able to undertake a small 

scale revitalisation project within the school this year.  We have now had two building 

companies present us with their quotes for structural work both in 

classrooms, primarily the current Year 3 and CaCH rooms, as well 

as external areas.  Our application for this project is being 

processed by the Sydney Catholic Schools and once this occurs we 

will then be able to negotiate starting dates and time frames.  We 

will continue to keep you updated about this project.   

Staff Development Day 
On Friday, 25th August, the staff of OLQP will be joining the staff of four other local Mercy 
Charism schools for a spiritual professional development day.  This day will be facilitated by 
our Executive Director, Dr Dan White.  If you require childcare for this day please contact 
OOSH on 9857 9744. 
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
Religion Education News 

On Tuesday this week at OLQP we 
celebrated the feast of Saint Mary of 
The Cross MacKillop, Australia’s 
first saint, with a Mass dedicated to 
her honour. The children also 
attended a play about Mary 
MacKillop called “Mary A Woman of 
Courage.”  During her life Mary 

MacKillop was very conscious of the plight of the poor and needy and worked with families 
that lived in isolated areas of Australia.  As a result, Mary MacKillop pioneered schools for 
underprivileged children run by the Josephite Sisters.  Mary MacKillop’s legacy lives on in all 
Catholic schools in Australia today. 
 
Next Tuesday 15th August we celebrate the Feast of The Assumption.  This 
is the day we commemorate the death of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her 
bodily assumption into Heaven which signifies the Blessed Virgin's passing 
into eternal life.  This is known as one of the most important of all Marian 
feasts and a Holy Day of Obligation.  The children of OLQP will be attending 
Mass at 9:20 am next Tuesday.  All parents and caregivers welcome to join 
us. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis, “Other people are 
gifts to be received with respect, especially if they are weak and frail, 
because Christ comes to meet us in them.” 
 

Emma Lenehan  
REC 

 

"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 
Term 3 Public Speaking 
During weeks 5, 6 and 7 students in Years 1 - 6 will be participating in a public speaking 
competition within their own class.  The most competent students from each class will go 
through to the OLQP Public Speaking Stage Finals on Monday 4th September.  This event 
will take place at 11:30am the highest scoring student from each stage will move forward to 
the 2017 Cluster Public Speaking Final which will be held on Monday 11th September in the 
OLQP Library.  This event will include the finalists from 6 other Catholic Schools in our 
region. 
 
ICAS SPELLING 2017 

 
Year  Australian Percentile Award 

Oliver Naughton 2 63 Merit 

Caleb Leung 3 67 Credit 

Larry Lewin 3 84 Credit 

Noah Malouf 3 96 Distinction 

Charlotte Salameh 3 72 Credit 

Zachary Burn 4 88 Credit 

Marcus Grasso 4 57 Credit 

Angela Kang 4 98 Distinction 

Thomas Naughton  4 82 Credit 

Sophie Marino 5 92 Distinction 

Mahesh Manian 6 76 credit 

 
2017 City of Ryde Prayer Breakfast 
The City of Ryde Prayer Breakfast has been held since 1992 and is a time for Christians of 
all denominations to come together as one to promote goodwill throughout the community.  
Emma, Tricia, Anna and myself will be joining Fr Richard and other members of our parish at 
this event.  This year, our Guest Speaker is Delia Gray who has trained as an Occupational 
Therapist and has worked at the Royal Rehabilitation Centre for nearly 16 years.  Ms Gray 
will present her talk 'Life is not defined by the abundance of your abilities'. 
 
Jed Hayes 
Assistant Principal 
 

Family Educator News 
 
The Power of Words 

The daily 3 minute Retreat is a short prayer break you can take any time of the day that can 

give you 24 hours peace.  Take a moment to reflect on Psalm 33:6 

http://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/the-power-of-words 

Dates to remember- 

Ignite (years 4-6) – Friday 18th August 
Family Mass led by Year 6 – 20th August 
Playgroup (0 – 5 years old) – Every Wednesday in Church Hall 9am – 10.30am 
CaCh Room – Is open every Wednesday for a coffee and a chat @2.30pm 
  

http://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/the-power-of-words
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Refugee Sunday 

Parishioners are invited to an informative afternoon tea, hosted by the Parish Social Justice 

Group on Sunday 27th August from 2pm – 4.30pm in the St Charles Primary School Hall.  

The aim of the day is to build awareness of the plight of refugees and asylum seekers in our 

society by listening to their stories and of those working with them.  A gold coin donation is 

welcome and funds raised will go to the Jesuit Refugee Service (www.jrs.org.au).  Enquiries 

to secretary.socialjustice@rgcp.org.au 

Father Factor – RETURNS 

Robert Falzon, co-author of the book The Father Factor, will return to Sydney to speak 

about the importance of fathering for success and happiness of children and their fathers, 

and healing when fathering has been physically or emotionally absent.  Based on collated 

scientific evidence but enriched by personal stories and case studies, the message is that 

fatherhood matters and has a unique role to play in families and society. 

The event is free of charge and all are invited to attend.  Robert Falzon will be speaking at St 
Kevin’s Parish, 36 Hillview St Eastwood on Tuesday, 15th August 7.30pm. 
Please watch this powerful 2 ½ minute video featuring the heartfelt reactions and reflections 
of men who attended the first Father Factor series. 

http://www.credosydney.org/news/events/father-factor-returns-14-17-august 

 

 
Mary MacKillop Pilgrimage 
Yesterday 50 parents, grandparents and 
parishioners travelled to Mary MacKillop 
Place for her Feast Day. The sun was 
shining, the mood was wonderful and 
friendships became stronger. The Mass 
celebration was beautiful surrounded by 
her flowers, together with approximately 
1000 people.  After Mass we all had an opportunity to visit Mary’s Chapel 
and Tomb, went inside the museum, walked around admiring the many 
gardens and stalls selling her memorabilia.   
 

 
 
We then enjoyed a little lunch at the 
Greenwood Hotel and thanked God 
for another beautiful day. 
 
 

 

Blessings 

Anna Alessi 

Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
2018 ENROLMENTS 
Kinder enrolment applications for 2018 are still being accepted.  If you have not completed 
your Application for Enrolment and wish to do so, please contact the office as possible. 
 

School Fee Statements 
Fees Statements for this term were emailed last week.  Settlement by the due date would be 
appreciated.  If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please contact me to make an 
appointment to meet with Miss McGinlay to discuss the matter.  Please note that all such 
matters are dealt with confidentially. 
 
Mrs McGrath 

http://www.jrs.org.au/
mailto:secretary.socialjustice@rgcp.org.au
http://www.credosydney.org/news/events/father-factor-returns-14-17-august
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
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SPORT NEWS 
Last Wednesday saw the running of the Annual Inner West Athletics carnival 
held at Homebush Athletics Stadium.  The day was full of incredible 
sportsmen and women with a great competitive spirit and drive.   
All students who participated should be congratulated on their participation, 
behaviour and sportsmanship throughout the whole day. 
A Big congratulations must go to Finn Leary, Year 3 who finished second in 

the 9 year boys 100m sprint Final, which sends him to the Sydney Regional competition, 
such an incredible achievement Finn. 
To Lara Wisemantel, Year 4 who also had an amazing meet, gaining first in 100m, 200m, 
discus, shot put and long jump.  Lara will also progress through to the Regional Athletics. 
We are so very proud of you both and wish you luck at the next level.  
 
Please be reminded that the Netball Gala Day, being held on Thursday 17th August is just 
around the corner.  Notes will be coming out tomorrow, so please be prompt with the return 
of these permission notes so that all teams can be put together for a smoothly run day.  We 
do need parent helpers for each team so please consider this when giving permission for 
your child to attend. 

 
Mel Cooper 
Sports Co-ordinator 
 
 
OLQP BOOK WEEK 

Our celebration of Book Week is fast approaching.  On August 28th the 
children will all meet illustrator Wayne Harris.  His books include ‘A Bit of 
Company’, ‘Going Home’, ‘Bim Bam Boom!, ‘ DragonQuest’ and ‘Star 
Navigator’. 
 

By popular demand, we shall still have our annual dress up day.  This year the children are 
asked to dress as a character from their favourite book.  They also need to bring the book or 
a copy of the cover.  As is our custom, we ask that the costumes be as simple as possible, 
sourced from items at home.  We ask that you do not hire outfits or spend a lot of money.  
The children are expected to be involved in creating their costumes.  Your child may be 
dressed in this costume for the whole day, so please also consider how comfortable it is. 
 
In the meantime, the children have been looking at and reviewing a range of new titles from 
the past year.  In a few weeks they will be voting for their favourite author and illustrator from 
this selection and these artists will then be awarded with a certificate from our students. 
 
And there will be more activities during OLQP Book Week.  More news later! 
 
Miss Bini 
Teacher Librarian 
 
 
Music Note 

All girls from Kindergarten to Year 6 have received information from the 
Australian Girls Choir.  If you wish your daughter to attend the assessment 
workshop on Wednesday 16th August 16 - 1.00-1.30 pm at our school, please 
complete the permission form and return in the class office bags.  

 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
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To view the FULL YEAR school calendar go to…… 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar 

Dates for Your Attention: July/August 
Term 3 Week 4 Term 3 Week 5 Term 3 Week 6 

Monday 7 
Tuesday 8  St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Mass, Mary MacKillop Feast Day Parent 
Pilgrimage, Kindergarten Excursion to 
Wannabees 
Wednesday  9 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

                         the hall 
Thursday 10 Regional Director visiting 
Friday 11 Yr 6 Early Assembly 2:30 

Monday 14  
Tuesday 15    ICAS Maths Test 
Wednesday 16  Playgroup 9-10.30am 

                           in the hall 
Thursday 17  Netball Gala Day  

                       Yrs 3,4,5,6 
Friday 18       Years 4 and 5 

                      Herodotus Challenge Day 
                      Hypatia’s Challenge Day 
Saturday 19  First Penance 

                       Commissioning Mass 
Sunday 20     Family Mass – Yr 6 

 

Monday 21 
Tuesday 22 
Wednesday 23  Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

                           the hall 
                          Yr 1/Yr 2 Excursion Art 
                          Gallery/Botanic Gardens 
Thursday 24 
Friday 25    STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

       PUPIL FREE DAY 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar
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