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Dear Parents, 
 

At the recent World Youth day vigil in Poland, Pope Francis urged the 1.6 million pilgrims to 
“not be spiritually passive ‘couch potatoes’ in life but to trust in God completely, seize every 
opportunity the Lord offers and leave your mark!” This is exactly what Mary MacKillop, 
whose Feast Day we celebrated this week did all throughout her life. Let’s take her example 
and Pope Francis’ urging and see if we, too, can do the same in our own lives. 
 
Looking back over the last three weeks there have been an incredible range of opportunities 
and learning experiences for all our students. All of our infant students have recently been 
on an excursion that has supported their learning across a number of Key Learning Areas. 
Kinder visited a farm and Stage 1 went to the coast.  
 
Being part of a small school means that whole of Stage Two were able to participate in the 
Soccer Gala day; while Stage Three students were also fortunate enough in the first week of 
the term to be part of the audience at the Marist Sisters College performance of “Popstars”. 
Our Year 5 students also recently went to Southern Cross College and were part of the 
archdiocesan CASPA singing master class.  
 
We have also had a number of asked student representatives at the Inner West Athletics 
Carnival who, despite the very cold and miserable weather, used their talents and shone the 
best they could. We are very proud of them. Everywhere our students have been they have 
represented our school with pride and their behaviour and manners have been exemplary.   
 
Our Year Three students have begun their preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
We are grateful for the team leaders who are guiding the children and their parents on this 
journey. We pray that all those involved in this program feel the support and presence of 
God. 
 
There have also been a number of whole school events that all students have been involved 
in. Pyjama Day which had the theme of homelessness attached to it was very well 
supported by the entire community. There was a great range of sleepwear on show from 
both our students and staff but most gratifying was the even larger range of hats, scarves 
and blankets that were donated for those in need. Thank you for your support with this. The 
children were then involved in our annual Spellathon. This year saw a bit of a shake up with 
the word lists and despite this the students still excelled themselves in their spelling as well 
as in their sponsorship success. We look forward to finding out the winning class for a pizza 
lunch. This is all dependent however on outstanding sponsorship money being sent to 
school as soon as possible in order to determine the winning class. 
 
On the same day as our Spellathon the school community, including Father Richard were all 
involved in the recording of Our Lady Queen of Peace school song. The children embraced 
the learning of the song, as did the teachers, even at 3 and 4 am in the morning, in a number 
of cases. We will pass on the details for downloading the song once the final version has 
been put together. 
 
As you can see, learning at OLQP is truly wholistic and is contributing in many ways to the 
overall formation of your children.   
 
In the school office, we welcome our new office manager, Mrs Doriana Donnelly. Doriana will 
be working Tuesday – Friday. Feel free to come in and introduce yourselves and I’m sure 
you will make her feel very welcome.   

  
Karen McGinlay      Principal 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
On Monday this week we celebrated the feast Saint 
Mary of The Cross Mackillop, Australia’s first saint with 
a Mass dedicated to her honour. Mary MacKillop was 
very conscious of the plight of the poor and needy. 
She worked with families that lived in isolated areas of 
Australia. As a result, Mary MacKillop pioneered a new 
form of religious life in Australia and commenced a 

“system” of “Josephite" schools that would provide education, especially for the children of 
the poor.  
 
On Monday August 15 we celebrate the Feast of The Assumption where we 
commemorate the death of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her bodily assumption 
into Heaven, signifying the Blessed Virgin's passing into eternal life. This is 
known as one of the most important of all Marian feasts and a Holy Day of 
Obligation. The children of OLQP will be attending Mass at 12 pm next Monday 
all parents and caregivers welcome to join us. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis “Jesus speaks to you every day. Let 
His Gospel become yours and let Him be your “navigator” on life’s journey.” 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
School Photos 

Our 2016 school photographs will take place on Tuesday 6th September. (week 8). More 
information will follow in the coming weeks. 
 
Contract Renewal 
In the coming week, all parents will have the opportunity to complete an online survey as 
part of a contract renewal process for Emma Lenehan (Religious Education Coordinator) 
and myself. The information from these surveys will go to our school consultant: Mr Paul 
Cronin. All surveys are anonymous. We appreciate you taking the time to complete these 
surveys. 
 
Numeracy Focus 
One of our major goals in our school’s annual improvement plan this year is Numeracy. 
From Term Two, we have looked deeply into the analysis of data from Kindy to Year 6. This 
allows us to track progress of students across the school and guide our professional 
development sessions. We have also introduced a new assessment tool: The Numeracy 
Clinical Interview (K - Year 2) which our staff are currently assessing students on.  
 
Recycling Stations  
As part of our environmental focus and being ‘stewards of the Earth’. We 
will be introducing ‘Recycling Stations’. In the coming weeks, our 
Environmental Leaders (Thomas Cowap & Nicholas Drakakis) will give a 
presentation to each class explaining how to use the Recycling Stations 
and point out the benefits of sustainability.  
 
Mary MacKillop Feast Mass 

“Never see a need without doing something about it.” The 8th 
of August is the feast day of Australia’s first saint. On this day, 
students celebrated a lovely mass and remembered how Mary 
MacKillop touched the lives of many Australian’s. Her work is 
still carried out today by the Sister of St Joseph of the Sacred 
Heart. Thank you to Ivana Dzambo, Leona Nash and Leah 
Camarsh for organising this special mass.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

Annual Public Speaking Competition 
Over the coming weeks, students in Years 1 - Years 6 will be participating in a class based 
public speaking competition.  Two students from each class will then go to the OLQP finals 
which will be held under the COLA on Thursday 1st September at 9:30am. From this event, 
one child from each stage will go on to represent our school at the Cluster Public Speaking 
Final in Week 10. Our Lady Queen of Peace will be hosting this event for the eight Catholic 
schools in our cluster. 
 
Ryde Library: Get Technical. School Holiday Program 
Ryde Library would like to invite your children to the Get Technical school holiday program in 
(Sept/Oct). They will be exploring all things technical from Beebots and Lego Robotic, 
workshops to coding and simple machine workshops as well as our creative crafting 
session(see attachment at the end of this newsletter). 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS   - Mary Mackillop Pilgrimage 
Last Monday 50 parents, grandparents and parishioners travelled 
to Mary MacKillop Place for her Feast Day. The sun was shining, 
the mood was wonderful and friendships became stronger. The 
celebration was beautiful sitting surrounded by her flowers, 
together with approximately 1000 people. Many visited Mary’s 
Chapel and Tomb, went inside the museum and walked admiring 
the many gardens and stalls selling her memorabilia. 
 
After enjoying a little lunch at the Greenwood hotel we thanked 
God for another beautiful day. 
 

Prayer through St Mary MacKillop 
God of all Goodness 

You called St Mary MacKillop 
To relieve suffering and bring hope 

To the most neglected parts of your vineyard 
May her life be a source of inspiration to all people. 

May we be filled with your compassionate love 
Grow to trust in your provident care, 

Learn to respect the dignity of all 
And so witness to your justice in our lives. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name 
Amen 

(trustees of the Sisters of St Joseph) 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
LIBRARY BUZZ 
Book Week at OLQP 
This year we will be celebrating our own Book Week in Week 7. The children are spending 
the term investigating a range of new books and they will then vote for their favourite on 
August 19th and 30th. The winner of the OLQP Book Award will be announced on Friday 
September 2nd. A letter and certificate will then be sent to the winning author and illustrator. 
 
On that Friday, September 2nd, we will have our annual Book Parade, where the children 
dress up as characters from the books we are studying. As usual, you are asked NOT to go 
to any expense. This is not a competition. Costume ideas are discussed in class and are 
also displayed on the noticeboard inside the library. 
 
On that day we shall also have a guest speaker. This year we welcome author Simon 
French, who will speak to each Stage about writing. 
http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/simon-french                                      
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TLC NEWS 
Do you know difference between a simple, compound or complex sentence? Chances are 
that your child does! 
 
Towards the end of last term, teachers from Kindergarten to Year 6 cast a spotlight on 
sentence structure. Carla McTaggart, from the Catholic Schools Office, led professional 
development and discussion around writing data and sentence structure. This consultation 
resulted in teachers developing a deeper understanding of the students’ needs e.g. 
conjunctions and clauses etc. Teachers also had a chance to collaborated and designed 
very precise grammar lessons which have the students analysing, editing and self-
correcting. Teachers also focused on best practices and the writing process which promotes 
students learning in writing across key learning areas. 
 
If you have time, and would like to support your child, encourage your child  to write for 
different purposes and audiences e.g. a birthday card, a to-do-list, a note on the fridge etc. 
Fun and authentic writing opportunities can be very powerful learning experiences.  
Pia Darmenia    Teacher Learning Coach 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
Ball Sports is the focus for this term's PE lessons for all grades. Netball, Soccer, Oz Tag 
and Basketball skills, drills and games will form the basis for each lesson. Students will 
identify and demonstrate teamwork, decision making, sportsmanship, problem solving and 
positive interaction through ball skills such as throwing, catching, kicking & passing, team 
play, modified game play and evasion skills. This unit recognises the enjoyment and active 
participation present in a range of movement contexts. 
 
OLQP is a Crunch & Sip school and I am happy to witness most 
students taking time to devour their fruit and vegetables and water 
at the designated classroom times. A reminder to Stage 3 
students in particular, to remember to bring their Crunch & Sip as 
eating fruit and / or veg during the morning break is a simple 
strategy for good health and provides the energy boost needed for 
continued good learning. 
 
Inner West Athletics Carnival - Congratulations to the 30 OLQP 
representatives who managed to survive last Wednesday's Inner 
West Carnival in such awful conditions! Thankfully the wet day 
didn't seem to dampen the spirits of athletes. Somehow they 
managed to compete with smiles on their faces regardless of the 
cold, wet weather. 
 
Our super athletes managed to secure many ribbons in many of 
the events with one of the highlights being Finn Leary running the 
second fastest time across all 8 year old boys in the 100m. An 
outstanding effort indeed! We wait in eagerness to hear how Finn 
fares in the 100m final tomorrow. Best of luck Finn - you have 
already done OLQP super proud. 
 
Thanks to all the efforts from students who attended training sessions. Hopefully the extra 
practice helped you to run faster, jump higher/further and throw like you've never thrown 
before! I was spoilt with a beautiful bunch of flowers from a beautiful bunch of parents - 
thankyou. 
Rachel Quinn    PE Teacher   

 
 



 

MUSIC NEWS 
Welcome to a busy Musical Term 3. Year 5 students 
represented our school at a recent CaSPA (Sydney 
Catholic Schools Performing Arts) Choral Workshop at 
Burwood. Each school performed an individual vocal 
item and the gathered 300 students then presented 
previously rehearsed songs. 
 
Following from the amazing performance of ‘You Got 
Jazz’ by Stage 2 students at the end of last term, a new 
musical ‘Hoodwinked’ by Margaret Carpenter, is now in 
progress by Stage 3 children. 
 
As part of the NSW K-6 Creative Arts Syllabus, all classes will be studying Musica Viva, ‘The 
Sousaphonics’ Side Show Alley, with a participation performance on Thursday September 
8, 2016 at 2.00pm. 
 
Leona Nash    Music Teacher 
Year 5 CaSPA Performers 
 
WESTMEAD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT. 

This year some of the Year 5 students have 
been making Quilts of Love for cute little babies 
at Westmead Children’s Hospital Neonatal 
Intensive Care. The Quilts of Love Project helps 
newborn babies who are very sick or have sadly 
passed away at birth. We have been doing this 
at recess on Tuesdays and some Thursdays. It 
has been great fun learning how to stitch and 
sew and how to use a sewing machine and 
working together. Some other projects that we 
have been doing also turned out great. We 
would like to thank Mrs. Byers and Mrs. Simon 
for all the help, time and effort that they have put 

into this group and it would not be successful without them. They have had so many great 
ideas and it been so much fun bringing to life, with a little bit of help. We are very excited to 
start our new projects and we hope that we can present them again in the future. 
By Angelina, Liam and Jessica 5B  
 
P & F NEWS 
The annual OLQP Working Bee will take place on Saturday August 13. Feedback from 
last year was that an earlier start would be appreciated by some parents so we are catering 
for this with kick off at 8:30am. We are on the lookout for gardeners, gurney experts, 
wheelbarrow wheelers and sewers along with any other handyperson skills you may have. 
Sustenance for the workers will be provided in the form of a pizza lunch.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: August 

Term 3 Week 4 Term 3 Week 5 Term 3 Week 6 

Monday 8 Pilgrimage to Mary MacKillop 
Place Feast Day for parents, Feast of Mary 
MacKillop Mass – Whole School 12:00 
Tuesday 9  
P & F Meeting Byron Library 7pm 
Wednesday 10  
Spellathon Money to be returned Playgroup 
9-10.30am in the hall 
Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 11 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm 
Friday 12 Prayer Assembly Year 4  
Saturday 13  
Working Bee 8:30am – 2:00pm 
 

Monday 15 ICAS Mathematics, Feast of the 
Assumption Mass-Whole School, 12pm-
12.45pm 
Tuesday 16 
Wednesday 17 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm 
Thursday 18 Prayers on Thursday CaCH 
Room 2.30pm 
Friday 19 Year 3 Prayer Assembly,  
Ignite (Years 4-6) 6-8pm 
Saturday 20 
Sunday 21 Family Mass followed by morning 
tea 9am-10am 
 

Monday 22 
Tuesday 23  
Wednesday 24 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, ASCA Afternoon Tea/Seminar 
4pm-5.30pm 
Thursday 25 Whole School Mass – Theme 
TBC, 9.20am-10.20am, Prayers on 
Thursday CaCH Room 2.30pm, Sacrament 
of Penance – OLQP Church 7-8pm 
Friday 26 Year 2 Prayer Assembly 
 


